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TO   THE 

COUNT  RODOLFE  ST.  EVREMONT, 

CBiriutK  or  TRK  ou>x>  or  n.  louu, 
OF  UONT  EVSBDS,  LtMauCDOC. 


My  DBAS  St.  Evrbmont, 

Though  yott  may  have  foryotten  it, 
/  cuinot  forget  the  period  that  we  passed  together 
in  your  visit  to  Eng:land  some  few  jean  back: 
not  the  least  agreeable  portion  of  the  time  was 
the  period,  daring  the  "  Recess,"  that  we  stayed 
at  Cheltenham  and  Leamington,  amongst  other 
places  (to  avoid  the  cholera),  in  the  progress  of 
oar  tour  throogb  ibis  island.  The  sketch  1  amused 
myself  with    taking    at  the   timCf  of  some  of  the 
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"drolla  aod  bores"— the  cbaracten,  more  or  less, 
hllen  io  with  at  these  scenes  of  public  resort, 
I  promised,  occoniing  to  your  request  long-  ago, 
to  send  yon  orer  to  Luaguedoc,  to  amuse  my  fair 
friend  Eug6nie~( perhaps  with  a  sprinkling,  here 
Biid  there,  of  more  serious  reflection)  ;  but  ill  health, 
— and  the  more  urgent  diplomatic  engngemenl^  that, 
as  yon  are  aware,  occupy  me, — have  occasioned  the 
delay  ;  to  make  amenilB  for  which,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  show  you  some  diligence  in  mitking  con- 
siderulile  additions  to  ray  first   sketch:  and,  in  fact, 
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the  somewhat  romaotic  life  of  our  Genoese  friend) 
under  the  name  of  GnBtaro.  Let  me  hope,  then, 
that  bj  this  humble  eifort  to  amu^e  youTSelf  and 
Eugenie  in  an  idle  hour  or  two,  by  bringing  buck 
your  recollections  to  England,  and  Bome  scenes  we 
traced  ia  it  together,  I  may  be  allowed  to  atone 
for  my  past  apparent  negligence,  and  more  particu- 
larly to  assure  you. 

Of  my  being,  ever. 

My  dear  St.  Evremont, 
Yonr  fiiithfiil  and  affectionate  Friend. 

P.  S. — Yon  will  recognise  in  Sir  Jasper  Lent- 
worth  the  genuine  "  Anglois,"  and  portrait  of  our 
"  bluff  "  hospitable  friend  in  the  North ;  and,  pray, 
if  you  catch  me  quizzing,  be  assured,  it  is  all  good- 
hnmooredly. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OUB     HEBO    QUITS   TOWN     TOIL    THE    COUNTBT,    BSOINNIIJG 

wirn    ritiLOBOPBicAi.    beabons    fob  tiiib   ditebui- 

BATION. 


And  lick  of  nil  the  din  and  ham  of  life, 

1  leave  behind  the  city  and  its  etrife 

....  Howe'er  by  force  you  drive  Dune  Nature  out. 

Still  she  returns. 

Fbancis,  from  Hobace. 

"  Was  there  ever  such  a  riddle  as  mortal 
man  ?  He  has,  through  a  course  of  ages,  rescued 
himself  from  savageness,  to  find  his  best  relief 

VOL.  t.  B 
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and  pleasure, where? — why,  in  a  relapse 

from  the  forms  of  artificial  life,  into  the  very 
freedom,  the  very  independence  of  social  re- 
eiraint)  which  characterises  savage  nature!"  .  , . 
Such  were  the  thoughis  uttcretl  by  Arthur 
Melmont,  as  he  was  pacing  up  and  down  the 
room  conisidering  where  he  should  go  to  recruit, 
after  the  fatigues  of  the  season  and  the  "  busi- 
ness of  society,'"  and  rusticate  during  the 
"  Recess." . . , .  He  continued  in  the  vein  of 
thought  just  now  expressed,  and  gave  scope  to 
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nor  clues  be  »n,  without  fiM-l'mg  this  rernliilion, 
or  reaction,  hii  truest  (Irlig)iL  .  .  .  Extrem«ii 
meet,  here,  indeed !  *  Hunuin  nature  will  be 
human  nature  still ! '  The  beast,  however  re- 
claimed, too  soon  recofEni»es  the  forest  and  the 
wild,  as  the  sphere  congenial  to  its  disposition, 
if  turned  loose  frani  its  mge:  and  so,  che 
.-miuial,  IVIant....^  He  ))»ui«d  t  momenl, 
and  then  pursued  a  little  ftirlhcr.  "  Again,  by 
throwing  ofl"  atvtiilc  the  shackles  of  social  re- 
straint, man  Icanis  from  naturci  that  he  brings 
back  greater  vigour  with  him  to  ihc  duties  of  life, 
a»  though  he  Ii.id  imbibed  it  in  an  atmoephcrc 
vhere  he  mont  truly  own<^<l  his  springs  of  vilali^ 
!ind  iK'tion !  T(k'  mjm  of  thi*  world  (even  tSe 
most  devotedly  «>),  if  ho  is  a  being  not  merely 
inane  —  if  he  has  any  of  the  'dignity  of  man' 
abotit  him — is  glad  at  times  to  stand  atone,  to 
think  by  and  with  himself— to  turn  his  buck  on 
s2 
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the  gicUly  crew— (he  false  Rn<l  th«  flattering — 
llie  whirl  of  gaiety,  rendere*]  wearisome  by 
the  fi«quency  of  ila  recurrence — to  tear  off  hi* 
liiot:  ruffles  and  embroidered  Court  frip])ery, 
and  [>ut  on  the  rutitic  garb— to  shut  his  ean 
agaiust  the  din,  the  clamour  and  the  hu^le  of 
the  mighty  Ilabel — to  &y  from  the  strife  of  its 
wide  oontciidiog  ar<ena — the  bewildering  scene 
of  human  action  and  human  iMxtioo." . . .  -How 
uiueh  furtlier  oor  hero  might  have  indulged  in 
his  soli]oc|uy  we  canuot  dcierniiiii.',  lud  not  the 
question  (hat  had  given  rist^  to  it  been  dctvr- 
tntncd,  by  his  eye  having  accidentally  glanced 
at  an  announcement  in  the  newspaper,  that 
tilix*  Lentwonh,  with  her  jtarenls.  Sir  Jasper 
and  Lady  Lcntwortli,  luid  recently  arrived  at 
(Cheltenham.  To  Cheltenham,  therefore,  he 
took  not  a  niomcnl  further  in  deciding  to  go. 
Perhaps  other  feelings  tlioa  merely  those  of 
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[ring  from  the  diu  of  the  town,  indiiced  him 
to  bend  hix  ruutc  in  thnt  direction — rcehng;s, 
perhaps,  of  iiitrrvst — perhaps  worthier  feehn)^ 
than  this;  whatever  they  might  be,  we  canni>t 
as  yet  decide:  meantime,  he  rang  tlie  bell 
hurriedly,  which  summons  was  quicLly  aiHm-eml 
by  a  FrpDch  valet,  who  had  returned  with 
Melmont  from  Paris  the  last  rime  he  had 
>  thither. 

"  Early  to-morrow,  l-'leurct,  I  set  off:  let 
tile  horttes  be  at  the  door  by  one  oVIocIc,  at 
furttiest." 

"  Then,  tir,   you    do   not    wait  to  dine  al 

Mr.  G '*  to-morrow?" 

,«  Oh,  I  had  forgot  Mt.  G >  party— no, 

no,  I  can't  May ;  I  must  send  an  excuse." 

''•Then,  sir,"  continued  the  officious  vatel. 
*'  ^foDKieur  wilt  t>e  pleased  to  remember  that 
the  coachmaker  was  to  call  to-tnorrow^nbaul 
the  cab." 
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"  Oh)  poob,  poob,  thv  ckb !— let  tlie  man 
drive  off  in  it,  if  hv  pleases :  I  can't  wniU" 

*■  Tiien,  sir,  tbcrc  was  «  small  account  to 
tetde." 

"  Small  acoount— grcnt  nuisance ! — who  is  to 
wait  for  Ihcsc  mimpery  tnalten?  the  man 
should  htive  called  about  liis  account  sooner." 

"  Only  moosicurwill  be  pleased  to  remember, 
lie  had  fixed  to-morrow  for  the  day '" 

"  Nomense, '  tixed  ! ' — there  i»  nothing  fixed 
in  Uiis  world,  except  uncertainty! — I'll  settle 
the  matter  wlun  I  return — nteaniinte,  I'm  'out 
uf  town,' — and  nothing  iiball  Iceep  me  any  longer 
in  it." 

It  were  difficult  to  say,  wiUi  bow  many  moif 
plemurable  remembrsnoes  <^  engagements  of  a 
'^  thousand  and  one"  dewriptions,  die  sedulous 
TaWt  continued  to  refresh  hiii  master's  memory, 
as  arguments  for  the  neceisily  of  a  delay  of  a 
day,  according  to  his  own  previous  intentions; 
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but  [K>  such  remembrances  were  of  avuil ;  Md- 
ntont's  f«a»lv«  wtia,  at  present,  as  fiiied  a&  the 
kws  of  the  Mules  and  PcnaaaB,  and,  unshaken 

|u  a  rock,  be  felt  no  inkling  of  cumpafsion  for 
any  ttuitors  fur  payment,  whoec  long  viKigCN 
on  tlie  mciaiicliuly  ciianoe  of  ever  being  piu'd, 
lud  grown  loiigrr  for  some  Utile  time  poM; 
neitlier  these  pictures  of  detpair.  nor  nny  other 
induci?ni«nts  availed  to  chc-ck  his  progress,  nhich 
was  btoAsed  as  strongly  iu  the  direction  of 
Cheltenliiun,  a.t  if  h«  had  been  forthwith  im- 
pelled by  a  forly-liorie-power  of  stewn.    So,  lh« 

taext  tnoraing,  nu  :«mall  ex)H>diUon  was  used  id 
passing  the  ^'Uubicon"  at  once — the  ouriagc 
»tcp8  once  stepped  on>  away  be  might  By, 
turning  his  back  on  the  toun  and  the  </^ 
ogremeHs  of  tlxuse  various  annoyances  attached 
to  it,  by  way  of  a  "  set  ofi*"  to  its  [features. 
"Is  tlie  camuge  ready,  Flctirct?"  taid  our 
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hero,  breakfast  being  nowover;  "  every  tiiinfj;  put 
up? — I  am  quite  ready,  and  anxious  to  set  oft'." 

"  Every  thing,  Sir;  but  here  is  a  card  jusl 
left " 

"  Oh,  I  can't  attend  to  it;  say  I'm  'out  of 
town' — '  out  of  town.'  " 

"  Here  is  a  letter,  too,  Sir '" 

"  Throw  it  into  the  fire  ! — '  out  of  town ' — 
can't  attend  toil." 

"  Then  there's  the  coadiraakcr  actually  down 
itairs " 
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unfortDniilc  coachtnakor.  To  all  these,  "  out  of 
town"  was  the  univprsal  answer,  and  "  ttnchar^ 
in  full ;"  and  u  to  any  CBrds,  ItilU,  or  leltent, 
thnt  happened  tu  be  lefi  at  ilii;  preMint  intmicrnt, 
the  "  fire"  wiM  reffircd  to  as  the  best  place  to 
dispone  of  them,  or  throw  light  on  them;  and 
thus,  flinging  his  cloak  over  him,  and  Hltvttialely 
uttering  the  responses,  to  hi»  valet's  "picaw  to 
rcfncmhcr,"  of—"  oiit  of  town  ! "  aitd  "  flinji  it 
into  the  fire  I "  Arthur  ikfelmont  made  his 
cape  into  the  ciirriage,  and  bid.  for  the 
pTOwni,  farewell  to  town.  The  poor  cancli- 
nuker,  who  had  been  kept  bock  by  Pleurei, 
came  jusi  in  time  to  sw  Mr.  Melmont— not 
quite  "  out  of  sight,"  as  the  Irishman  ^d.  but 
out  of  reach — and  liin  chance  of  bi-ing  set  at  rest 
jn  his  demands,  put  off  sine  die. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


■BOWIHO     HOW     On>     HUD    DIV    NOT    00    IH     PkECI««I.r 
THI     DIBICTIOX    HI    HAD    INTINDED    IN    TBI    FKECEDING 
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hU  retreat:  Melmont  called  out  to  bim,  to 
know  **  who  he  was ; "  but  the  man  was  gone. 
He  now  looked  at  the  note,  ordering  tlie  servant 
M  the  same  time  to  bid  the  poatilion  drive  on. 
The  note  ran  as  follows  :^ 

*'  Uolesii  you  delay  your  departure,  and  sub- 
mit to  the  proposition  I  made  you  on  our  last 
meedng,  dread  ihe  consequences .'  your  ruin 
is  inevitable  !  My  |)ower  over  your  fortunes 
is  indispuiabU- :  on  your  acquiescence,  you 
shall  have  HufTidciit  to  enable  you  to  live  as 
you  would  wish,  but  on  your  refu^al^-expect 
no  coin])unction  on  tny  part.  You  know  where 
to  find  me ; — once  more,  be  advised  ! 

"I^  Mabbe." 

"  Never,"  said  Melmont,  indignantly,  '•  will 
I  give  way  to  tbrents— I  despise  your  malevo- 
lence! do  your  wont!  ruin  mc  if  you  can! 
but  I  defy  you  to  do  so — what  oonli-oitl  have 
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you  over  my  fortunes ? "    Saying  this,  Mel- 

mont  crumpled  up  the  Dote,  and  thrust  it  into 
hiH  breast-pocket. 

However,  as  he  considered,  on  second  thoughts^ 
that  it  was  as  well  to  know  the  wont  of  the 
evil  it  was  possible  for  the  person,  who  had 
addressed  the  above  note  tu  him,  to  do,  he 
resolved  on  seeking  him  out,  and  bearing  what 
he  had  to  say  ;  for  although  the  note  alluded 
tu  certain  propositions  of  signing  a  deed  whidi 
«oultl  pive  up  CO  [1  si  titrable  property  to  Count 
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biutnees  called  him  away  for  tvro  or  thnv  hours, 
tbu,  oo  his  rrtum,  he  should  oKitinuc  his 
jouroey,  and  that  the  carriage  »liciuld  tnk« 
him  up  at  the  Hotel  where  he  now  ktop^ied. 
Acuordinglv  he  >ct  out  in  quest  of  his  niykte- 
ricMts  vurrespoudent,  w)u>  aeeioed  to  be  pvr- 
fectly  apprise*)  of  hi»  iiwvofncnls,  bv  his  having 
found  out  he  was  about  to  leave  town.  The 
very  feeling  tltat  there  wcro  spies  on  his  ao> 
liens  was  irktoine  enough  to  urge  Melnxint 
to  meet  his  penecutor,  and  endeavour  to  put 
a  stof).  ii*  [xKLiible,  to  any  i'ui'tlter  watch  cm 
his  conduci,  if  not  to  get  rid  uf  |>crB«cution 
in  other  nnprvt*.  Il  van  searvcly  mid-day: 
tberw  were  few  pi-ople  nltrring  in  the  quarter 
of  the  town  to  which  Mclmont  was  now  obliged 
to  direct  his  steps.  The  day  bt-ing  g\oomy  and 
chill  for  the  wnMn,  thrrc  wer«  fewer  persons 
out  than  usual>  and  in  tbc  bye-streets  throu^ 
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which  our  hero  oow  made  his  way,  there  wa» 
Bcarcely  a  soul  to  be  seea  :  the  r£f;)on  was  thnl 
"terra  iacc^nita,'"  where  thievH  and  villains 
make  their  skulking  pla^e,  situated  t>u)iiiid  I^on^ 
Acre  on  tlie  north  side.  "A  strange  pince," 
thought  Mclmont,  "  fur  the  <  Count  Lu  Mane," 
—as  he  calls  himself,— 4o  lake  up  his  quarters  \~ 
Ue  hod  been  informed  by  the  Count  hinueif 
of  the  way  he  wm  to  tukc  to  arrive  at  thi$ 
recunditv  dwelling,  on  a  previous  occasion  ; 
but,  in  spite  of  these  instructiuns,  he  began  to 
Mfl^iair  of  finding  iIk  houHe  he  wm  in  quest  of, 
when  suddenly  he  ^w  a  ruffian-like  looking 
figure  before  him,  whom  he  recognised  as  the 
{MfsoD  who  had  thrust  the  note  in  at  the 
carriage  window:  this  worthy  was  not  to  be 
encountered,  in  a  solitary  spot,  without  escit* 
ing  seiuatiiutx  not  best  calculated  to  a&aure 
one  of  the  safety  of   one's  purse  or  perH>ii. 


OH,  THE  IIBPM9- 


M 


■  Tike  eye  of  Mclmoat  cncoiiDtcrtDg  dint  of 
tbe^  nan,  lie  mkixl  liim  th«  way  to  Count  La 
Marrc's ;  th«  man  acquiesced  with  a  sort  of 
asausMd  civility,  that  was  ertdently  not  agree- 
able to  t)ic  nniunti  Aavagcneas  of  hja  disposition, 
which  was  tvstiGud  fully  in  the  stern  brutal 
rxprcmon  of  h\»  features ;  a»  to  his  appear- 
ance, oth«rwt«-,  he  was  raufHed  up  to  the  thn>ui 
in  a  sort  of  dingy  shag  drab  great  coat,  a 
red  worMi-d  wrapper  vovclopcd  liis  throat,  for 
which  a  haher  spficarcd  tlw  n>u»t  appropriam 
investment,  and  a  great  broad- brimDicd  liat,  worn 
Hlinidied  over  bis  forehead,  comploted  the  iiMit 
etuembte  of  this  London  ruffian.  Melmont, 
oaturdly  couragrous,  and  fond  witha]  of  ad- 
venture, (though  on  contemplating  the  figure 
befoix-  him  more  closely  he  could  noit  altogether 
check  ocruin  uiisigivingB  he  had  as  to  (ruMiiig 
himself    in    his    company,)     soon    stifled    all 


16 


oi;t  of  town  ; 


apprehenaons,  and  desired  the  man  to  lead 
the  way  to  the  Count's,  his  master's  or  em- 
ployer's, whichever  it  might  be.  The  guide 
proceeded  in  silence,  and  after  two  or  three 
tunings  and  windings  down  some  narrow 
streets,  he  suddenly  plunged  into  an  ill  looking 
alley,  scarcely  wide  enough  for  two  to  walk 
abreast  ;  after  passing  through  this,  they 
came  upon  a  street,  at  the  end  of  which  was 
the  dwelling  in  request.  "There,"  said  the 
mail  poiiilinc  to  it,  "  is  the  house  I'm  "uinj;  Ir 
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hilulcd  tliusv  Htrjin^c  cluuiKv  Tcaturts  of  ar- 
chitvctiiFc  prior  to,  or  cocral  witli  Anne's 
time;  the  massive  capitals  of  the  old  door- 
way,  the  corresponding  mawirQ  corniot-  that 
hung  over  the  huge  framcnorlc  of  the  vin- 
dowM  and  ran  along  uiidemeath  the  earn 
of  the  roof — the  wlwte  front  of  the  houw 
tvndcd  to  attract  tlic  obKrvutkin  of  ttie  atran- 
ger.  It  seemed  utterly  deserted  i  all  the  win- 
dows were  blocked  up  with  boards,  exc«pt 
cine  or  two  uf  the  upper  ones,  whieh  vxhikitcd 
an  old  frame  of  glass,  consisting  of  tliosc  little 
I  obscure  diamond  panes,  invented  more  (it  should 
sceui)  to  diMori  and  confound  the  light,  than 
to  admit  its  dear  translucent  Sood  to  enlighten 
and  enliveit  Ihv  dwelling  they  were  the  aper- 
lun  to;  no  Itouseholder  ('*  tcn-iwuitder"  or  of 
any  oilier  de«cription>  appeared  to  dwell  there. 
The  houMi  was  utterly  diffenut  from  iIkjk:  on 


18 


OPT  OF  TOWS  ; 


dlher  side  of  it:  it  vm  Mid  by  th«  inhal»tant« 
■war  it,  tfau  it  wu  the  (vropcrty  ot  CliniKcry, 
and  thnt  do  one  could  touch  it  or  enter  it ;  no 
one  kxKvi  who  hud  Ixvii  the  luA  owner — all 
lliey  knew  wta,  Uiai  a  certain  lady  of  the  name 
or  Dame  or  Lady  Uattoo,  had  once  n-sided 
in  it,  and  that  after  her  death  it  had  been 
dcvoncd :  it  wan  added  nUo,  that  it  was  haunted 
—a  reputation  which,  once  attached  to  it,  the 
wortliy  dweili^n  ahout  did  not  at  all  desire 
setting  about  to  disprove :  none  cai'ed  to  make 
the  experimeni  of  meeting  her  ladyship's  flguns 
afttir  it  had  once  taken  it4  departure  for  the 
"odier  country;'"  for  that  such  figure  did  occa- 
>noDally  visit  the  spot  they  all  asserted.  It 
Was  indeed  true,  that  very  stmiige  noiws, 
screams  ^^^^  *^ii^  "**"*  occaiionally  heard 
faintly  to  cdw  from  tt — at  midnight  cliiefly^ 
but    at    uncertain    interroU.     Such    were    the 
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AniiB'told  of  this  mysterious  abode,  to  the- 
thrcslwld  of  which  MeJmont  hnd  doit  arrived, 
preceded  by  hU  {^ido,  who,  drunhig  from  his 
pockvt  n  huge  rusty  key  as  big  as  tlut  with 
whkh  St.  Peter  is  ixprcscnicd  (but  unlike 
that,  opening  the  door  of  no  beavealy  alwde) 
he  tiirnnl  it  slowly  and  with  difficulty  in  the 
lock  i  aAcr  st-vcml  efforts  it  heaved  back  the  re- 
tuctant  aiid  pouderuua  bolt,  and,  diiti  accom- 
plished, GvoRry  (such  was  this  turnkey's  name) 
said  in  a  gruff,  low  tone, — "  it'e  done  now — pass 
oo."  Melmont  accordingly  pursued  bis  tray 
['from  the  door  into  the  midst  of  a  spncioue 
hall,  the  ceiling;  of  whieh  was  of  carved  oak : 
to  a  sight  of  this  he  was  admitted  by  the  dim 
and  melancholy  ray  of  a  huge  iiou  lamp 
tluit  descended  from  the  <x-titrv.  Geoffry,  hav- 
ing locketl  the  lioor  agnin,  took  up  a  smaller 
lam])  that  stood  in  onii  of  iho  recesses  of  the 
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windows,  and  turning  round  to  Melmonl  and 
bidding  him  follow  him  up  a  spacious  stone 
staircase,  wide  enough  to  have  permitted  an 
"ooinibus"  and  half,  if  not  two  abreast,  lo 
have  driven  up  it,  they  proceeded  to  find  out 
the  master  or  occupier  of  this  mysterious 
abode. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THI    INTUVICW. 


I  doo't  know  what  jroa  ma;  call  jfonnelf,  but  Dielhinbi 
thou  art  but  ■  demirep  of  a  geotlemao  after  all. 

The  Hdmouke  or  a  Half-Pav  Captain. 


Whek  they  reached  the  top  of  the  staircase) 
our  hero  expected  to  see  his  guide  usher  him 
into  one  of  the  rooms,  the  doors  of  which 
opened  on  the  landing-place ;  but,  insteed  of 
this,  Geoffry  proceeded  along  a  lobby  that 
led  to  the  back  of  the  building,  and  showed  it 
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to  be  of  coneiderable  extent.  It  did  not  escape 
Melmont's  observatiun,  from  this  circumstance, 
(hat  whatever  was  the  calling  of  the  "  Count," 
it  was  plain  be  liked  the  retirement  of  the  back 
part  of  the  house,  rather  than  divest  the  front 
part  of  its  appearance  of  desertion. 

Whilst  Melmont  was  conjecturing  what  all 
this  could  mean,  they  came  to  the  end  of 
the  lobby,  and  Geofiry  knocking  twice  at  the 
door,  was  answered  by  a  voice  from  within. 
Obeying  the  summons,  and  bidding  his  follower 
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place,  so  diflcrcnt  from  the  appcanuice  of  the 
rooms  (as  far  as  he  could  judgv  from  the  gloom 
and  desertioo)  in  froot  part  of  tiK  houw. 
He  was  itow  in  a  upli-ndid  saloDi  furnished  with 
at)  the  characteristics  of  mudrrn  rdincmvnt  and 
luxury.  What  did  not  escape  his  obser^'ation, 
however,  un  an  ottnmao  in  a  comer  of  the 
room,  he  sum'  two  or  three  masks  and  cloaks* 
which  gave  him  (<r«  may  suppose)  to  under. 
Mimd,  that  the  Count  iras  fond  of  mas((U€rade ; 
whether  uf  a  ina-sriucrade  ball  or  •  drama  of 
Momv  other  description,  it  is  not  our  pment 
purpose  to  iiK]uire.  Occupied  with  these 
lhau{;hts,  Melmont  was  looking  about  hira 
when  the  '*  Count"  cnicwsl.  He  bowed  stiffly 
tu  Mclnwut,  who  returned  his  salute  as  coldly ; 
lite  Count  drew  a  chair  towards  the  table,  near 
which  Melmont  was  sitting,  aiid  was  about  to 
commence  »f>vakiiig  after  two  or  three  prclimi- 
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nary  hems,  when  our  hero  anticipated  him  and 
eommenced  the  parley. 

"  This  note,"  said  he,  showing  the  Count 
the  paper  that  had  come  to  his  hand  so  strangely 
in  the  carriage — "  this  note  is  couched  in  terms 
that  I  do  not  undei-stand,  and  will  be  obliged  to 
you  to  explain  their  meaning  a  little  more  fully." 

"  I  thought,**  said  the  Count,  who  was  a 
kind  of  Macheath  in  his  appearance,  only  more 
unister-looking  and  artful ;— au  reste,  he  was 
whiskered  and  buttoned  up  to  the  throat  in  a 
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'**By  what  authc«ity,  or  od  what  grounds 
do  you  demand  (his  ? "  interrupt«tl  Mclincnt. 

"  To  repay  mc  my  own  !  Was  not  your  father 
<]ecp1y  itulcbloci  to  mc  i  Did  he  not,  on  his 
di-ath-hcd,  make  acknowledgments  to  mc  for 
my  services  la  him  and  the  assistance  I  afforded 
him  ?  Is  it  too  little  to  be  repaid  tiiis-^— " 

**  Sinooib  and  plausible  languaj^  this  in- 
deed ! "  replied  Alelniont.  "  I  regret  much,  my 
father  was  for  many  years  towards  the  close  of 
his  life  M>  little  capiible  of  iranKiictin;^  hiit  own 
affurs ;  it  was  the  sure  way  to  throw  htm  into 
the  baiuls  of  designing  and  rapacious  perHODx." 

"  Tlwse  arc  iii»inuatioiiK,"  rejoined  the  Count, 
"  which  I  do  not  merit.  ^Vas  I  not  nlvrays  a 
!ni.ivi  of  the  late  Mr.  Melinoni  ? "" 

**  Ay,  a  friend,  inily  !  a  little  Uxi  close  a  one 
perhapB  !— The  obligations  you  say  he  was  under 
to  you,  I  n)u»1  beg  leave  to  deny.     Tliftt  he 
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asked  your  advice,  that  you  were  a  good  deal 
—ay,  too  much,  about  him — I  am  well  aware ; 
but,  whether  you  took  advantage  of  his  confi- 
dence, or  really  adviBed  him  for  the  best,  both 
for  his  interests  and  mine,  as  his  h«r,  I  leave  you 
to  settle  with  your  conscience ;  but  I  have  little 
hesitation  in  deciding  myself." 

"  Mr.  Melmont,  I  see  it  is  useless  protracting 
our  parley.  I  can  do  little  with  you  by  gentle 
remonstrance ;  therefore,  to  come  to  the  point, 
will  you  sign  this  paper,  by  which  the  estate 
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kiww,  once  for  all,  I  wU)  not  sign  any  pcpcr 
nuking  over  to  you  any  property  of  mintf.'" 

"  Then,  Sir,  as  I  cannot  get  you  to  be  ita- 
aonabW  by  fair  means " 

'*  You  will  wake  a  vain  efibrt  to  do  so  by 
foul you  bad  bt'itcr  «ij- " 

"  A  vain  efibn  l  "  uid  La  Ikf  arrc,  his  coun- 
tenance w*.-anng  a  dialwlical  >4nilv  of  atisunuicf, 
•*  vain,  you  say — ii  is  time  then  1  slrauld  iafortn 
au,  OS  you  will  not  make  restitution  of  what 
is  fairly  niiiii;— I  mxnt  shovr  you  that  it  is  out 
of  your  )H>wcr  to  witlihold  it        " 

"  I  laugh  at  you,"  interrupted  'Mdniont. 

"  I  say  it  is  out  of  your  powi-r  to  withhold 
it,  therefore  prepare  to  vacate  the  property  you 
call  yours.  The  estates,  both  herv  and  in 
France,  arc  mine !  ** 

"Atrocious  insolence!  do    not  provoke  me 
much  more ! '"  cried  Melmont. 
c  S 
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**Fooliiih  boy,"  rejoined  the  CoiiDt,  ttlll 
wearing  a  calm  countenance  in  which  lurk«d 
the  veTy  spirit  of  accompHnhed  scoiiiKlrcIism, 
'*Gttn  your  hasty  and  intiMnpiTratr  assertions 
giunsar  Iho  written  detcrmiitatiuD  of  your 
father's  will." 

"Villnny!"  cried  Mdinont;  "my  'father'* 
will!'  it  was  always  undi-mtuod  his  sudden  death 
had  prevented  hiH  making  nny  diKponition  of 
hi«  dliurs ;  and  I,  by  right  of  inheritjinoe, 
hold  h\»  txlBLte*." 

"  Wcfe  you   present  at  hi»  death,   pray  ? ' 
aiikcd   tlw   Count   Hneeringly ;    '*  were  you  in 
France  m  the  time  ?  " 

"  Tliiit  is  mere  liclitious  corroboratioij  of  a 
Hhe  assertion  ;  but  I  will  hold  no  longer  parley 
with  you,  vill^n — '*  Qyi^rt  Melnwnt  watt  sur- 
prisi-d  by  a  sudden  shout  of  laughter,  and  other 
noises,  which  np|)eared  to  pnteecd  from  MHoe 
apartment  below  that  in  which  this  inlcrvicw 
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took  place,  M  if  tie  had  been  over  the  roof  of 
Paodanuoniiiin,  during  a  cnrousal  of  the  devil 
gentry) — wWn,  rocovoring  from  his  surprisi'. 
be  conliDued :  "  your  thrviU«  I  defy — do  your 
worst:  couI<l  you  even  ntrip  menf  every  farihiiig 
I  have  in  the  world,  I  fear  not,  the  result  will 
be  jour  own  discomfiture ;  the  mere  proposilion 
you  made  me  was  sufficient  to  prove  to  me  you 
are  a  scoundrel.  You  call  yourself  the  •  Count 
La  Marre,"  what  you  really  arc  it  is  impossible 
for  lae  precisely  to  determine ;  but,  be  assured, 
no  honourable  man  would  skulk  from  the  light 
of  day  in  cucli  a  fastness  as  this  house,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  to  you— you  have  my 
ao&wer.  I  defy  you ! "  Saying  which,  he  left  llie 
room.  La  Marre  standing  perfectly  unconcerned, 
with  the  same  smile  of  calm  villanous  assurance, 
not  considering  it  worth  hi«  while  to  be  oon- 
cemed  at  Melmont's  reproaclics,  as  if  he  was 
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certain  of  the  success  of  his  deigns,  and  re- 
garded the  anger  of  his  victim  as  a  fowler  does 
the  struggles  of  a  bird  he  has  safe  in  his  net. 

Melmont,  on  leaving  the  room,  and  coning 
uut  into  the  lobby,  permved  his  guide  ready 
to  conduct  him  back,  but  it  was  not  by  the 
way  which  he  had  entered.  Before  they  had 
gone  half  way  down  the  lobby,  Geoffry  descended 
a  sma]!  narrow  staircase,  and  bade  him  follow : 
he  did  so,  though  not  without  some  apprehen- 
sion   that  possibly   this  ruffian   was  about  to 


OS,   THB   RKCBSS. 


31 


followed  liis  guide.  The  »ound»  appeared  to 
proceed  from  ixiuie  spot  ou  a  level  with  the 
descent  at  which  he  now  wa»;  when  Geoffry 
lijittciiiug  him  from  the  direction  in  which  they 
were,  led  him  along  a  vault  *  or  arched  gallery, 
lighted  at  intervals  with  lumps  of  iron,  and 
along  this  they  proceeded.  Mclmont  t]ioug)it, 
as  they  passed  a  door  in  the  vault,  he  heard — 
sounds  far  different  from  tlie  discord  before 
mentiunul— tlie  sounds  of  mufdc,  and  a  voice 
accompanying  it :  he  could  not  stop  to  listen— 
the  vmoe  seemed  that  of  a  female,  Geofl'ry 
hurried  hira  on,  till  at  last  they  arrived  at  a 
sort  of  icrecn  of  old  hurdles,  boards,  and  other 
lumber,  which  Gcofiry  having  removed,  he  bade 
^telmont  |m»s  on,  and  aUcr  proceeding  about 
twenty  paces,  unlocked  an  iron  grating,  or  grated 


*  The  enrimii  nbtcrniucdui  pUMgu  that  nln  In  Uiia 
Dcigbhouibood  wOl  bt  upokEo  nuitt  ot  hereafter. 
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door,  and  bidding  him  pursue  his  way  straight 
down  an  alley  in  front,  and  then  turn  to  the 
right,  which  would  conduct  him  to  the  better 
known  avenues  of  the  town,  he  left  him,  slam- 
ming the  grated  door,  locking  it,  and  hastening 
back  through  the  vault. 

Melraont,  in  the  meantime,  having  at  length 
extricated  himself  from  the  villanous  labyrinth 
he  was  obliged  to  wade  through,  at  last  arrived 
at  the Hotel,  where  he  had  ordered  the 


carriage  to   be   waiting  for  him:    it  had   been 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


EBSFINa    UP    ArPBASANCIB. 


EiempliBed  in  the  portrsit  of  an  old  Engliib  country  gen- 
tlemu.  Kith  i  pictnre  of  u  "  old  ettabliBhmBnt** 


Anome  b  virtnc  if  70a  have  it  not. 

SaAsapiAKE. 

It  was  a  short  time  previously  to  the  mag- 
nanimous resolve  of  Melmont,  in  our  opening 
chapter,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  chapter 
which  is  now  immediately  to  follow  took  place. 
We  mentioned  there,  that  a  newspaper  statement 
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that  the  '  Lentwortha'  had  moved  their  quarters 
to  a  place  well  known  by  a~devantjetme»  hommes 
and  old  invalids,  called  Cheltenhani,  had  induced 
Melmont  to  repair  thither  alao,  above  all  other 
places  in  the  world— not  so  much  to  drink  the 
waters,  or  pace  up  and  down  the  walks  of  the 
Montpellier  Spn,  as  to  refresh  the  agreeable 
recollections  he  entertaiiied  of  good  old  acquaint- 
ances, to  say  nothing  about  pretty  young  ones. 
Alice  Lentworth  had  not  been  forgotten ;  and 
this  brings  us  to  the  mention  of  the  family  of 
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tlwithe*  Lentworths'liad  moved  their  quarters 
to  a  place  wdl  knowit  by  ci-dtcanljftaua  kommet 
and  old  iovalidB,  called  ChcltenliaDi,  had  induced 
Mcbnoat  to  repair  thitlirr  also,  above  all  other 
places  in  the  world— no<t  k>  much  to  drink  the 
watcre,  or  jMCc  up  and  down  tlie  walks  of  the 
Jkfont)M.'Uic-r  !?|m,  »  to  refresh  the  agreeable 
recollectioiM  he  enlertniiivd  of  frqoi\  old  ainiuaini- 
u»ce«,  to  say  nothing  about  prctly  young  onee. 
Alice  I^niworth  hud  not  been  forgotten ;  and 
thiK  brings  ua  to  the  mention  of  tlie  family  of 
which  she  wa»  a  member. 

"  Give  no  credit  to  a{>peantnces-;^Nnili  ntiHa 
Jidtg,""  was  the  iiijunelion  of  the  old  adogv:  not 
so  was  it  with  the  worthy  pemnnage  to  he  tnlm- 
diiccd  to  the  reader,  Sir  Jasper  Leutworth ; 
his  practice  wax  to  attach  all  im[wrUncv  (o 
rhem,  and  his  favourite  maxim  to  *'  keep  up 
appearances"  under   all  cireumstances I     This 
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^ule  of  cnnduct  he  cited  with  a  gtvater  or  lea 
d^ree  of  buinorcnis  gravitj,  as  ttie  xubject 
admitted :  which  of  the  two  nioxiros  lir  n»i\y 
felt  to  be  tnie  it  is  not  worth  while  to  inquiiv. 
Was  it  not  known  that  in  times  psst  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  "turf**  had  oocasioned  certain 
inroads  on  the  itubetance  of  his  affairs  ?— was  it 
not  true  that,  in  consequence  of  thia,  a  regard 
for  external  show  was  necessary  t»  Htipply,  in 
:  aouie  particulars,  the  delicdency? — If  »,  it  is 
Iteaaonable  to  suppose  diat  Sir  Jasper  did  nni 
entirety  discredit  the  truth  of  the  older  muim: 
however,  he  held  out  resolutely  for  the  main- 
tenance of  his  own :  and  certainly,  no  one  who 
visited  the  hoepilablc  threshold  of  Lcntworth 
CaMle,  and  looked  into  the  good-)iumoured 
"  bluff"  countenance  of  its  possessor,  had  cause 
to  complain  that  he  was  disappointed  in  the 
appetknacet  by  which  good  cheer  was  promised 
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in  Uie  one  ii»Unce,  snd  a  good  heart  in  the 
other. 

Tlic  castle  (bo  moai  of  the  old  maosioDa  in  the 
North  arc  calkti)  •nas  situated  some  few  tuiles 
vriMtward  of  the  romantic  mountain  tract  about 
IWrodailv,  in  Cuniberbndi  and  it  was  one 
evening  in  July,  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the 
house  (which  was  now  gililcd  over  by  the  beams 
or»uiiM.'t),  that  Sir  Jaxpcr  and  Lady  Leotwurlh 
were  engaged  in  tlte  following  diulv^w,  in  wliieh 
they  were  juiiwd  by  their  only  daughter  Alice, 
now  in  the  lueridiun  of  youth  tuul  lieauly. 

"  1  wUli,  Sir  Jaitper,"  said  Lady  L^  •'  you 
would  make  up  your  mind  about  going  to  CheU 
tmhani  lliis  summer:  you  really  should  do  no; 
you  were  advised  to  drink  the  waters,  and  the 
summer  is  slipping  away  without  our  atirriii|^ 
from  home." 

"  TIh*  (lilgriniagc  i*  such  a  fonnidablc  one 
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from  these  distaol  holds  in  thv  North  !"  replied 
Sir  J«s|>cT ;  "  why,  with  pack  and  boaggngf,  uiid 
the  live  lumbur  of  Nrvantitf  it  ia  as  Evrioug  as  a 
pilgriiDogc  to  the  Holy  Land  wiu  in  tima  past ! " 

"  It  is  troublesomp,  certainly,  but  still  you 
ought  to  go, — your  health  mjuires  it ;  uid  as 
tlic  wvather  is  Gut,  xuppose  we  Bx  at  once 
•ng." 

"  Yd),  papa,  you  really  should  thinlcofyour 
health,  aixl  go  at  (Mice  I  "  »aid  Alice,  adding  her 
vmcc  for  muking  th«  expedition;  and  who  mi 
far  from  thinking  it  troublenxncr,  wait  very  glad 
of  the  prospeci  of  an  emancipation  from  what 
she  considered  the  moootony  of  Lentworth. 

"What,  Alice!'"  said  Sir  Jasper,  tiniiUng, 
"  you  actually  yawn  at  the  <  romantii:  sublimity 
at  your  native  wilds,*  as  our  former  neighbours, 
the  Bards  of  the  Lake,  would  say.  Dreadful! 
what  would  they  have  thought  of  such  a  lack  of 
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inspiration  t  , . . .  Well.  I  suppose  ire  must  set 
out  ....  We  arc  sure  to  fall  in  with  somo  friends 
at  Cheltenham  ;  and,  who  knows  T  ve  may  meet 
!*Knc  of  your  old  admirers,  Alice— MehnoDt 
amongst  the  re^t  of  ihem." 

"  I  scarcely  think  He  would  renieml>er  me," 
replied  Alice,  smiting ;  "  I  don't  think  he  ever 
saw  nic  above  oiicc  or  twice." 

"  Are  you  speaking  of  the  son  of  your  late  old 
friend,  Mr.  Melmont?"  asked  Lady  L. 

"  Ye« :  he  has  been  anxious  to  get  into  Par- 
liament ;  and  I  nee,  after  a  good  deal  of  speechi- 
fying and  spending  money,  lie  lias  loctt  his  elec- 
tion." 

"  Was  it  his  speech  you  showed  nte  the  other 
day  ?"  a^ed  Alice }  "  it  was  very  clever!" 

"  Ves,  it  was;  and  indeed  a  clever  harangue ; 
but  mere  waste  of  breath  in  tliis  instance, — and, 
what  is  worse,  waste  of  ntoiiey  ! " 
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"  Which  lie  cnul<)  not  have  found  too  con- 
venivnt,  I  fancy?"  inquired  La^ty  L. 

**  No,  1  fancy  iwrt:  the  family  hnit  tnirdeiMxl 

itself  a  goo<]  dm)  wiUi  clwtioii  and  other  ex- 

1  for  two  01  llinr  gcneralions  psut ;  but  nil 

thtsUncccsEary — the  '  family  name'  rvquiixvit; 

I  ■ppcaronces  inu«l  be  kept  up ;  and  young  McU 

IDont  did  so  in  this  late  affair  fantoudy '. " 

"  Hather  an  expensive  taste ! "  said  I^ady  L., 
who  might  be  permitted  to  speak  feelingly  on 
the  subject,  since  she  understood  what  Sir  Ja.fper 
had  himnelf  adventured,  in  this  and  olher  ways, 
with  tlie  saine  spirited  propensity. 

"  Oh  !  it  can't  be  helptxl  •  consider  the 
family  nanie! — Well,  young  Melmont  gained 
laurels  for  it  on  the  hustings ;  he  modi-  as  many 
spwx-bes  as  Hmic  memberB  (decent  speakers,  too) 
do  in  a  whole  session :  and  as  for  nraiorv,  h<- 
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•  thundered  aiid  lightened '  (us  he  would  say) 
like  Pcriclet  liimst'lf." 

"  Well,  Sir  Jasper,  do  let  u»  talk  more  of  ihi* 
expedition." 

"  Ay,  what  sppiraraiicc  shall  tee  make  here? 
ccrtcs,iiiyiniinl  misgive*  mc! — The  old  travellmg 
carriage  is  wniewhat  tori  respcctahlL-— rioin  its 
yean — todicplav  .  .  .  Tiii.icotiiesofniy  U-ingRii 
old-ruhionnl  country  g(.-ntltnnan !  All  my  furni- 
ture and  other  lumber  is  a  century  behind  hand  I " 

"What  M  to  be  done?"  said  Lady  L., 
amused  at  the  difficulty ;  *'  the  new  britchka, 
though  it  luu  been  ordcTx^^l  now  sonic  time,  will 
not  be  fini-ilied  perhaps  Owk  two  mooths." 

"  The  carriage  ii  indeed  an  antiquity,  papa," 
said  Alice,  "  and  fitter  for  a  museum  than 
any  other  place;  but  surely  it  will  serve  ill 
purpose  til)  we  gel  to  Cheltenham;    the  new 
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;lit  lo  bo  fini^-cl  by  the  lime  of  our 
arrival,  and  ain  be  sent  down  lo  us  there — what 
say  you  ?  " 

"  I  scarce  know  what  to  say,'^iiai<l  Sir  Jn»per, 
with  a  humorou*  gravity;  "however,  I  will  trrile 
up  to  town,  aiid  order  them  to  have  tli«  new  one 
finished  uiid  sent  down,  ks  you  mggtxn ;  menii- 
tiioc,  Aiivtf,  tliink  you  that  vr«  cun  have  thi* 
'  family  piece  *  of  a  vehicle  hnishod  up  so  as  to 
make  ti  decent  enougli  for  the  journey  f  " 

"  Oh  yes,  certainly !  "  Alice  replied,  anxioiu 
to  overcome  every  ob»tacle  that  weined  likely 
to  prevent  her  escape  for  s  time  from  the  Lent- 
worth  wjlitudes. 

"  Thai  ciiarming  pieee  of  furniture  should 
certainly  more  pri>|»erly  be  kept  findisturbcd  at 
home,  as  an  heirloom,"  said  Lady  L.,  laughing, 
"  which  would  be  '  keeping  uji  appt-arance* '  in 
Uic  best  way,  Sir  Jasper:— but   slill    I   think 
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we  may  manage  to  get  through  the  journey 
with  iL" 

**  Well,  theii,  it  seems  this  item  out  of  the 
Hh  of  difficultivs  i*  settled,"  mid  Sir  J.,  with  aii 
air  of  n>ock  triumph.  "  Next  comes  th«  item 
of  horses :  you  kno«r  I  have,  at  this  moment, 
scarcely  ooe  fit  to  exhibit  at  all,  except  just 
about  my  omi  grounds,  where  there  is  little 
need  to  be  particuhir  a»  to  '  appearances,'  for 
who  ever  sees  me  ? — Here  is  the  mischief  of 
liTuig  in  such  an  oul-of-tlie-way  place  as  we 
do,  and  so  much  by  ourtvlves,  '  to/tu  cum  sold," 
M  Drydcn's  fable  ha«  it" 

"  Our  stud  is  certainly  not  Arabian—not  of 
the  finest  description,"  said  Lady  Leniworth, 
with  her  wontM  good-humoured  carelessness  of 
manner ;  for  she  never  made  hcrsi-lf  unnect.'Bsa- 
rily  uncomfortable  about  anything,  despite  the 
various  inconveniences  always  attached,  ntoreor 
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Ic98,  to  old  and  out-of-the-nay  placoi,  Mich  an 
Lentwonh;  for  the  pluce  iuelf  KsiiiiriKl  repair, 
and  die  establiiihraeni  was,  in  some  re!ipect», 
much  in  character,  thai  is  to  say,  admitted  much 
room  for  improvement.  Though  naturally 
inclined  to  be  wimcwhat  of  a  "  fine  lady,"  Lady 
L.  waa  much  too  good-littmourvd  to  be  ovvt 
fastidious  or  ot(icTwi»c  than  amused  at  the 
present  domestic  dilemma. 

"  You  amuse  yourself  vfith  making  diflicul- 
lieii,  papa,"  said  Alice.  "  W'bo,  ptHy>  «*«■ 
scrutinises,  so  rigidly,  what  one  has?  As  tor 
the  horse  you  gave  me  to  ride  on,  it  U  beautiful, 
and  would  do  for  a  very  palfrey  of  romance! 
You  can  use  this,  if  your  ofrn  hones  are  not 
showy  enough  to  picaae  you." 

"  1  certainly  might,  on  occasions,  make  Fairy 
do  duty  for  niv,  though  I  do  not  think  Fairy 
would  much  admire  the  change,  seeing  that  I 
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am  dwut  ten  dmcs  iIil'  weight  of  its  mietrcM : 
however,  wc  must  make  jui  effort  towards  all 
proper  appearances.  Alicni !  then,  what  a  set  of 
c]<x])Hile  domed tic8  wearebleased  uHilial!  forced, 
as  we  are,  to  break  ihv  sons  of  our  tenants  into 
the  mjrstery  of  footmanship — nib  the  husk  off 
them  till  we  go  to  town, — and  then,  the  varlets 
ooRsoTting  uiih  the  more  inilintvd  coxcombs  of 
the  fuotmau  community,  get  utterly  spoiled  as 
tractable  domestics,  forget  their  humbler  and 
more  proper  notions,  demand  an  unconscionable 
increase  of  wages,  and  move  off,  in  order  to 

'  belter  tliemselvvs  T that  hobnail  Toby ! 

wc  can  iMner  ukc  him  with  us  !  " 

"  He  will  surely  do,  papa !     He  is  a  very 
decent  lad :  he  was  the  la»t,  was  he  nut,  you 

took ?" 

"  From  the  ptough-tail,  my  dear " 

"  Oh!  he  wails  much  more  quietly  titan  he 
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did,  iinil  win  do  well  enough  to  lake  to  Chel- 
ten  ham ! " 

♦•Wetl,!  think, with*  new  livery,  he  may  save 
apiwnranecii ;  cxce[>t,  that  he  must  get  rid  of 
that  Areadian  liulHt  of  putting  hiit  (wws  up  to 
hi«  hem),  and  sirnkinfr  down  those  carrotty  lodes 
of  his,  whenever  oneoskH  him  to  do  anything, 
just  n»  hv  used  to  do  at  the  plough,  while  he 
uuwcn,  *  Yiz,  an'  please  you,  Sir.'  This  we 
must  break  him  of;  u«  fur  tlie  other  kosTe*, 
Ihe^  art!  a  little,  thmigli  not  much,  hetter," 

"Take  old  Ncwianda,"  said  Alice;  "I  BBi 
(ure  bia  grey  head  is  enough  to  give  an  appear- 
ance of  rvs|>ectability  to  any  establishment,  and 
will  more  than  compensate  for  the  clownishnese 
of  Toby,  and  his  smooth  carrutty  liKks." 

"  I  fear  we  »ltould  get  rid  of  poor  Ncwlands 
bctart  we  got  rid  of  our  journey,"  said  Lady  L^ 
"  lie  is  too  intirni  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  such  « 
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long^  «xpctlilton,  not  to  Tor^t  tlic  ditcipiine  of 
jolting,  till  wc  get  beyond  otir  own  muiiatninR." 
**  I  think  we  must  leave  Ncwlnnils  behind ; 
itaj-,  it  is  but  fair,  in  going  such  a  di»tRnn-,  an 
it  appears  to  be  from  an  ont-of-tlic-way  plare 
like  ours,  to  leave  him  as  a  plcilge  of  our  rvtuni 
(considering  him  one  of  ilic  family),  by  way 
of  appensng  our  hotiKbold  gods !  And,  imir 
then,  Alice,**  continued  Sir  Jasper,  stalling, 
**  having  gone  through  the  catalogue  of  carriage, 
horses,  and  serranis,  I  must  e'en  oonie  to 
myself !  Am  /  fit  to  appear  in  the  civilised 
world,  after  Htich  a  long  rustication  amongst 
my  own  *  dirty  acre*,*  and  these  '  turns*  and  hills 
of  Cumljerland  ?  Verily,  I  have  seen  nothing 
but  peasants  and  cattle  for  these  six  weeks, 
which,  without  one's  club,  and  the  constant 
'  husineseof  sodrty,'  itecms  an  nge !  and  I  almost 
wonder  I  luivc  not   undergone   some  Ovidian 
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invtntnorpFiosiH  into  it  rami  or  satyr,  with 
hoofs  imd  horns!  Wliat  ap^Muriancc  shall  / 
hope  to  make,  «h  i*  slull  you  be  ashamed  of  uc, 
as  a  cha]>er(>n  * " 

Alice  laughed,  and  replied, "  1'hat  the  only 
way  to  shake  off  the  rust  comptaiD«l  of,  was  to 
get  into  a  more  civilised  scene  as  soon  as  this 
could  be  managed  i  "  so  that,  after  sundry  other 
pleasnntncs  on  the  occaxion,  the  drparture  from 
Lentworth  wus  Mttlvd  to  take  placo  witlun  a 
few  days,  much  to  Alice's  contenL 
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CniLTIMItAII — THI  PBIOHT  BOCBI — THE  TABLI  D'SOTB— 
CBABACTERS — A  CBAPTH  Or  rAaADOIXSS — B«TKOaF«OT 
or  TBI  TIHM  or  TBI  CHOLBKA,  AND  PAiaiHG  TBS 
RSrOBU   BILL. 
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*'  driven  snovs,"  to  tho»e,  alas !  wlio  are  no 
better  than  they  should  be — any,  much  Vorse 
than  ihey  ought  to  be  I  "  Who,  that  is  at 
all  acxjuainted  witli  Clieltenhaiu  (wh«rc  our 
scene  wil!  Mocanonully  invite  ur)«  has  not  heard 
of  the  Priory  House  ?  the  resort  of  the 
gay,  yet  no  less  so,  from  its  respectability,  of 
the  grave  and  retired,  amidst  a  wide  world  of 
fashion.'  ihc  Antipode*  to  cvcty  thing  that  is 
stupid,  yet  the  acro^  of  all  that  is  tranquil  and 
well-regulated  f  where  the  quiet  and  decorum  of 
a  domestic  circle  contbine  with  the  intereat 
and  variety  of  a  wider  assembly  ?  who§e  society 
ia  aa  one  wide  family  Z  where  Itu;  single  throng 
with  the  laudable  object  of  doubling  their 
happiness?  where  widows  dread  not  to  trust 
tbvmseivnt,  but  with  a  good  gron.-  offer  them 
to  the  cltiuicc  of  again  submilting  to  con- 
nubial fetters,  nor  nitich  regret  to  lay  aiade  the 
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weed  and  tlte  wiuiplir,  wtiM-vur  itmy  liuvi?  liMdt 
the  *  Sichieui'  for  whom  ihew  'Didm'  had 
worn  ihcm  f — where  many  a  garfon  and  t^eux 
garfrntfjeune  hamBitaiui  d-iUvaHtJrutte  homme, 
has  hia  aiTecuons  dividnl  amoiigxt  the  mar- 
risgcablc  fair,  and  is  wilhng  w  biirt«r,  wiih  a 
laudablo  dtsintcrtsu-diK'M,  his  vast  dividend  of 
affection,  for  n  nrndcruXt  dividuiid  itt  tlio  Bank  ! 
^Vho,''  1  ask  again,  "  has  not  heard  of  lh«  Priory 
House?"  Efury  on*' f  If  the  Countess  GuiccioH 
used  to  lend  her  pntronngr  to  llit-  boarding- Iiuiuh-k 
of  Brighton,  tl>L*  Hero  of  Waterloo  (as  it  is  duly 
nxordcd  in  lh«  archives  of  the  place)  ]ihyxi<.-kitl 
his  mighty  self  at  thiA;~and  though  lie,  while 
lie  was  here,  might  in>thave  said,  with  Mucl>eih, 
"  Throw  pliyxic  to  tlw  dogs"  yet  wc  shall ; — 
and,  without  furtlKT  preamble,  btrg  the  reader's 
attendance  at  ihe  b»t  time  for  knowing  thi^t 
desirable  place  of  abode — eidtikct — the  iDvitiiij^ 
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huurof  dinner,  and  offer  him  a  nmI  fortliiritli 
antongst    th<-    gucsU  at    ihe   *'  table    d'h/nf," 
which  (we  need  not  iiiromi  htm)  n  a  '*  grand 
attraction"  at  tin-  *'  Pritiry,"  and  at  ('hettcnham 
genenlljr,  to  all  "  souls  of  gaiety"  and   horu 
rfni'i*. — Wttat  idli-r,  in  fact,  al  Choitvnhiiiii,  luu 
felt  and  cannot  apprcdatc  xhv  social  cliamis 
thiA  jiarticular  scene  and  hcmr?  No  ime  would 
Mxufe   tlw    fKirty  asftembled    »f  ranking  i(.M.4r 
amoDgol  th<-  lift  of  invalids  of  the  place,  t«  witncM 
the  nfiirit  with  which  the  duty  of  dining  was 
pniiiittlul.    Nut  anHingHt  (he  least  lively  of  the 
group,  either  for  his  appreciatton  of  the  good 
cheer,   iir  scawining  it    with  good-hunwiir,  wai 
our   friend   Melmont,   i>ho  had  arrived  at  Cliel- 
tenham   two  or  three  days   before.      He   was 
silting  next  to  n  young,  rather  pretty  and  very 
good'humuurL-d  looking  widow  lady,  the  HoiK>ur- 
alile  Mrii-  Augu*,  with  whcHn  he  watt  launched  iu 
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the  full  glcG  of  spnglitly  discuMion,  not  forget 
tinj^  also,  that  ofHHac  soupe  a-la-crime,  by  way 
of  accomjtaniment.  Do  not  let  the  render  be 
offended  ut  our  nicnlioning  tliu  name's  of  <)ish» 
now  and  then  ;  we  onglit  to  let  tliein  see  Ihe 
bill  of  fare  of  the  tublu  <!'  bdt«.  Thus,  then, 
we  overheard  their  colloquy, — they  w«i«  talking 
of  wit — and  a  variety  of  matters. 

"  Nay.  take  them  together  1  tht-  one  si  en  Jade 
without  the  otber  !  the  viands  would  be  left  with- 
out the  seasoning! — phy§)cs  and  mctaphyacsl 
food  both  for  body  and  tnlnd  I  Variety  of  charav- 
lers  too,  as  veil  as  variety  of  dishes  !  I  would  not 
give  a  '.A'fo,'  as  our  old  dramatisu say,  for  an  en- 
tertainment where  I  could  not  indulge  my  appetite 
for* mirth  as  well  as  meat,'  with  a  aprinkling 
of  philoeophy  by  way  of  entremH — I  mean  tliat 
the  repast  would  do  me  no  good,  positively, 
without  the  more  spiritual  aeaaoning — the  im- 
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material  ingredient — (which,  licnrevcr,  in  ihtK 
insUnci',  is  truly  nuterinl).  A  dull  dinner  privcH 
u«  a«  iittl«  nounVtimeiit  n»  «  b«cl  one — it  docs 
mc  no  good  uiilvss  it  puts  mc  in  spirita  I  ** 

**  Doubtlvs»,  you  would  have  mode  a  worthy 
guwtt  at  the  bsiic]ut.-t  of  PliiUt ! "  answered  the 
widuw.  "  It  b  plain  enough,  and  who  would 
disagree  will)  yuii  in  thiit  propoution — that  it  is 
not  ttie  mere  viands  that  should  be  looliod  to 
for  on  agr^able  dinner ;  but  you  went  some- 
thing further  a  little  while  ago,  and  seemed  to 
cniinder  this  seasoning  of  wit  as  a  consequent 
on  the  goodness  of  the  dinner,  rather  than  i» 
an  adjunct  for  making  it  agreeable." 

"  Undouhiedly  Uieone  pro)x>Mtion  is  as  true 
as  the  other !  If  wit  gives  zest  to  a  good  dinner, 
it  is  no  leas  true,  that  good  viands  give  birth  to 
wit,  by  enlivening  the  bloud,  kindling  tlie  ^pirit>t, 
putting  you  in  good-humour  witli  that  which  in 
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bvfiirv  you,  and  thuse  wtiiirli  arv  aruutid  you. 
and  elicitiog  those  sciDtillstions  whicli  '  meagre 
common*, '  »rved  up  by  a  sccond-raiv  artiitt, 
could  never  inspire ! " 

*'  Bui  tb  it  not  rathw  d<.-griiding  to  our  nub- 
]iinc  notions  of  oup  divine  nature,  to  find  tlie 
amirce  of  our  briglilvr  concqitiun^  ui»d  our  for- 
getfuIiK'ss  of  the  dull  wwih  wc  an-  co«i|Kiited  of. 
in  a  cRitsc  to  undignilin)  nnd  material  ?  ^ 

"Oil.  fi«!  fie!  we  dmuld  be  gutting  too 
metaphysical  to  ask  thjU ;  wi-  only  know  th« 
Nothing  Khali  wcr  make  me  u  convort 
to  a  tiin|x-ranve  MMnvty.  '  Water  is  the  best 
thing,' says  the  society — so  bkerisc  does  Pindar. 
Suppojte  we  agrre  tn  oonxidfring  ctMinipagiie 
Kiiinrwhat  preferabU-^"  So  saying,  he  pledged 
hiN  fair  dtsputant  in  a  glass  of  the  sparkling 
bererag*. 

"  There!"  he  nontinued,  a»  lie  look  tlte  glaM 
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from  liiB  iip<^  "  liic  $|KirkU-)>  iki  the  top  of  that 
glasi  should  «vcr  be  n  type  of  the  mcirinivni 
that  U  to  follow  rrom  drinking  ill — it  were 
uotliiug  williDiit  tlif  xpiirklea  of  bouI  —  of 
wit — imbibed  with  it.  Tlie  very  wioe  itself 
must  bsve  a  «oul  I "  added  AlvlmoDti  laugli- 
inp. 

"Another  paradox?"  wiid  Mn.  Angus, 
smiling. 

"  Nay.  dim't  «iy  paradox.  Is  it  not  true 
that,  if  »  man  had  only  half  the  soul  before 
liL'  drank  of  it,  and  twice  the  modicum 
nfter,  lie  mu«t  tmvL-  imbilwd  Nomc  eoul  with 
it  and  from  it  ?  Come,  the(e  is  dignity 
for  champagne,  if  there  is  not  fur  hunia^ 
nity." 

*'  Of  cour«e,  it  warms  the  frame ;  and  by 
licaiing  thf  blood,  kindles  the  hniin;  but  as 
for  influendng  the  soul— I  fear  that  Ihix  im  rather 
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debased  by  Buch  infusion  into  the  aystvm  thsn 
otherwise." 

**  Yes,  such  would  be  the  caie  in  the  in- 
stances of  vulgar  beverngw,  and  of  too  ardent 
A  nature,  or  in  excess — un  pen  tU  irop;  but, 
be  assured,  my  hypothesis,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, is  right:  and  nhen  you  admit  that  the 
wanath  given  to  (he  frame  puts  into  activity  the 
brighter  emanations  of  the  brain,  you  grant  tnc 
every  thing  I  wish.  \Vhat  poetry  bad  ever  any 
soul  in  it — any  passion,  fire,  expression,  inspira- 
tion— that  camt*  from  a  wator-drinking  bard ! 
Tbe  best  Costalia  is  assuredly  a  glass  of 
champagne,  of  any  other  worthy  beverage. 
Talk  not  of  the  crystal  lills  of  Pamassus^nf 
iVgaiiippi5  or  Hippocn'n^? — but  of  the  rvhy  of 
Shinut*^in  fine,   '  Ics  grands  pcnsfes  vicn- 


*   So,  Hklii,  the  rcrsinn  pott,  calls  the  Shirai  nine.    It  ii 
Ui*  (ctiMrile  cipreniaD  of  the  riulmi  Anscrton. 
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ncnt   de  Vtatomac,'  as  my  rrirntl,  Abel  Hujro, 
sayi." 

"  What  U  he,  but  s  gourmand  ?  1  will 
rftlher  listen  lo  your  clAssical  rhapsodies,  than 
to  the  citation  frofn  a  savitrU  in  »ucea  and  ra- 
^ut«.  marinades  and  fricandeatuc .' " 

"  Savant,  indwd,  he  is — he  t«  l>oih  gonrmattd 
and  gowmti — hot  really  consctetitious  In  \\h 
opinions  on  thv  wibj(vi,"»id  Mcttnont,  smiling; 
"  he  is  a  trutf  phUataplu  on  whai  Ue  treats,  nnd 
never  conndcRt  the  physieal  ingretlienu  <^  a 
dish  without  ft  view  to  iu  effect  on  the  mvta- 
phyucal  qualitic*  of  (he  constitution.  That 
sentiment  of  hi«,  which  I  quoted  jun  now,  is 
not  equalled  by  one  in  all  the  poffr*  of  hiK  name* 
tMke,  the  poet.* 

"  Then  I  can't  say  much  for  the  inspiration 
of  Victor  Hugo." 

ller^-  this  iiiten>»ting  dialogue  was  interrupted 
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by  our  tuiro'x  hi-Iping  Mrs.  Angus  to  Aotni- 
bMiamei,  at  the  snme  time  liiat  be  was  asked 
to  drink  wine  by  a  Mr.  O'Callaghan,  an  Irinh 
genllnnan  who  had  a  "sneaking  kindness"  for 
"  the  widow."  He  was  retnarkable  for  wearing 
prepo%terou&)y  high  collars,  that  reached  up  to 
a  pair  of  gooxebcrry  eyes,  and  scra[)cd  agnirut 
Ihi'  sidvH  of  biK  nose,  like  two  folding  plates  on 
04icb  side  of  »  wheel  in  motion,  much  to  the 
im|K^linK-nt  of  all  be  intended  to  convey  into 
his  motiih.  He  wai>  ii  iburough  Irisliman  in 
iieecnl  and  niunnvr,  a»  the  reader  nil!  perceive. 

"  By-itie-by,  I  was  guilty  of  a  piece  of 
ingnitiliidi-  to  you,  the  other  night,  at  the  ball,"" 
said  Mdmunt  to  his  Irish  acquaintance. 

"  How  will  that  lie,  faith  ?  "  answered  the  «on 
of  Erin,  opening  wide  his  gooseberry  eycx,  an 
if  to  see  better  thnnigh  the  obscurity  of  the 
enigma. 
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*'  Wliy  yoii  conitciiU'd  to  be  my  vU-a-vu  in 
tlic  quiujrilli^,  wiivn  I  wii»  at  «  lots  for  oiir,  and 
could  not  have  danced  withdiit ;  w,  you  see, 
you  *  put  me  iu '  ilie  quadrille :  but,  ungrateful 
was  my  return  ;  for,  by  talking  to  my  [wrtner, 
and  forgetting  vdiat  I  was  about,  J  did  the 
wrong  figurt',  and  *  put  you  out  I ' " 

*•  Ob,  that  Khalt  bg  vary  wdl  sad !  '*  cried 
O'Callaglmn,  giggling,  while  he  showed  a  row 
of  Ivorse  teeth,  as  if  he  were  exhibiting  signs  of 
biting  our  hero,  rather  than  of  laughing  at  his 
joke. 

After  recovering  from  the  effects  of  tlii»  grin, 
which  had  somewhat  discomposed  the  eroiioiny 
of  the  huge  collars,  he  addrtmcd  Mrs.  Angus 
with  some  common-place  observations. 

**  Did  ye  go  down  to  the  promeTia<lc  this 
niaming?" 

"  Yc«  I  did  ;  tlwrc  were  a  great  many  pi-ople 
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there ;  and  I  uras  glad  to  go,  for  once,  as  it  wiu 
a  fine  morntng — I  go  so  seldom ;  it  fs  too  early 
for  ni<!." 

*'  Will  ye  not  be  "fary  airly,  then,  indeed  this 
maming  ?  " 

"  Y«'^  indeed,  very  cariy." 

*'  I  dare  say  ye  thought  yirsilf  clirer '.  "  mid 
O'Collaghan,  ititeodiDg,  in  this  odd  Hibemicitnii 
to  make  a  very  itpriglitly  remark,  uy  doubt. 

'*  \V)\M  a  curitHiN  expresttion  ! "  .laid  Mdinoiit 
to  Mr*.  Angtiit,  .wUit  voix;  while,  raising  hi» 
voice,  he  asked  the  son  of  Erin  if  he  might 
help  him  to  a  little  toufflet. 

"  We  hadn't  the  pleasure  of  yir  company, 
MiitthiTMelmonl,  yistirdy,  st  dinner.  Ye  were 
ndeaerter,  were  ye!" 

"  Ye« — I  have  reason  to  rcnM?mI>cr  being  a 
deserter.  I  dined  with  a  Mr.  Fleming  (an 
anjuainiance  1  {ricked  up  since  1   have  b«;cn 


OR,   THE    ItKCEM. 

here,)  who,  liiernlly,  talked  of  nothing  but 
rciorm  and  the  cholera."  (It  ia  to  bcobsened 
here,  that  it  n  at  the  "  ever-mcmorablc  epoch  " 
of  these  events,  the  period  of  our  story  takes 
place  *.  The  reader  will  be  rather  anufed 
than  otherwise  with  the  recurrence  to  it, 
ak  it  is  brief,  and  gives  scope  for  the  inlrn- 
duction  of  aome  drollery  in  incident  aitd 
eharavter.) 

«  Ob,  dreadful !  "  wid  Mr».  Angus. 
"  That  wjil  be  n  lirrible  pinance,  will  it !  " 
*'  He  nearly  gave  me  the  clwlera  by  dosing 
me  so  with  it.  Fain  enough  T  endured.  I  can 
answer ;  and  one  symptom  of  it  be  certainly  gaw 
me,  namely,  that  nf  making  me  '  look  black,  or 
blue*  enough — uhicb  you  plcaae:  and  as  for 
his  boring  about    reform,    I   oould    not    help 


*  Thii  Wfu  an  ciidltn  topic  ■(  Cheltcahun,  M  people  «cDI 
tber*  to  iToid  the  diaoMt-    See  dcdieftUnii  lo  thvn  pfn. 


6S 


OPT   <1K   T«WXi 


cjuietly  wiflbinjf  htm  at  the  devil,  rs  man)- 
tiincB  as  ihcre  were  ten-pound  voters  und^r 
iheWJIl" 

"  Faith!  I  hope  /  may  escape  him  !'"  ejacu- 
lated U'CaUaghan.  "  I  came  to  this  '  likely ' 
liltle  spot  of  nil  pli-nsurv  iind  health  to  gel  rid 
of  both  the  IwreM  of  subjects — did  I.  Bad  luck 
to  all  prosere  on  a  single  topic,  now  !  with  t«ro 
eyes  in  their  hi-itd  to  sec  a  thousand  object* 
ivcry  day  of  tlicir  livcK,  it's  u  wonder  tttcy  cnn't 
we  eikDUgb  to  help  'cm  (o  more  than  one 
idea!" 

"  You  won't  escape  him.  then,"  said  Mclmont, 
"  for  Im!  tlireatened  giving  us  hi»  company  here 
to-day;  but  he  i»  not  come,  I  sec.  You  will 
hare  him  (o-niorrow,  douhtU-s*.  Suili  an  enUT- 
tainment  as  Mr.  Fleming  is,**  he  continued,  turn- 
ing to  Mrs.  Angus,  "  is  not  likdy  to  win  the 
approbation  of  Monxieiir  Hugo ;  its  eficcts  arc 
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omewliat    contrary    lo    all    (hut    wc   wi-n-    «> 
ibly    continnpliiting    u    nwiment    or    two 

"That  may  be;  otherwise,  in  a  dull  repaM 
sudi  as  ihis,  U  the  very  field  fur  tliL-  Irtumpli  of 
wit  lo  flinplay  it»elf,"  mid  Mrs.  Angus ;  "  it  is 
here  tliat  wil  »Itould  vindicate  itself,  tu  matie  up 
far  the  <Ir6cii'ncies  in  other  minds. " 

"  You  arc  not  willtoul  reason  here,  though  I 
can't  give  up  my  old  proposition,  while  I  assent 
lo  yours.  I  will  carry  yours  yet  further — thut 
it  is  true  dull  men  are  as  necessary  injrrr- 
dicnts  in  the  mixture  of  society,  as  the  brilliant : 
for  how  fihcHiId  we  know  what  brilliancy  is, 
unless  by  the  contract  it  olTers  (u  a  soberer  cast 
of  mind?  Wiihoui  evil,  wv  should  not  know 
what  go(xl  is ;  besides,  dulness,  by  serving 
as  a  kind  of  hutl  for  clevcmese  to  exerd»c 
lliclf  on,  calls  forth  a  i^reat  many  good  things 
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ihjit  would  lie  dormant  oth«rwUe  —  ion  and 
dnd." 

"  I  suppose  you  are  in  Bonie  meaHure  right, 
though  this  does  oot  give  me  the  best  picture  of 
tite  agriment  of  M>ciety,  wherMn  one  would 
wish  tt>  see  the  general  harmony  promoted  by 
Ji  buariog  a  worthy  proportion  in  making  the 
able." 

•*  Certainly,  it  would  be  more  conflistent  with 
the  idea*  raw  has  of  theoretic  *  brotberhood  '  in 
sudcty ;  but  I  queittion  whether  ttodety  would 
have  BO  much  cleverness  in  it ;  for  it  would  vrant 
the  collision  (hat  calls  out  faculty,  and  which 
would  not  rise  to  such  heights,  or  shine  with 
such  brightness  as  it  does,  were  it  not  for  tome 
strong  opposing  impulse  All  things  act  by 
contrudictiun — fnxn  a  shrew  of  a  wife  to  the 
system  of  graviution  —  from  things  small  to 
things  great— from  ou  atom  to  a  world;  and 
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this  is  best  seen  from  its  contrary ; — a  party  of 
wits,  for  instance,  brouglit  together  to  say  *  good 
things,'  is  invariably  dull  ;  they  hold  their 
tongues, — it  is  n  hundred  to  one  if  they  don't, — 
from  being  afraid,  perhaps,  of  oommitling  tl>em- 
fives  bcforv  each  other ;  or  from  vanity — lest 
[«motig«t  rival)  they  sliould  not  be  »iifRcientIy 
e«l<-efncd.  Mix  them  up,  on  thv  contrary,  with 
■ocne  duller  geniuses,  and  then  the)*  have  matter 
to  play  upon,  and  some '  foil '  to  set  them  off  to 
BidviinUige.'' 

"  What  a  contradiction,  then,  have  you 
proved — that  wit  is  indebted  to  dutness,  actu- 
ally,  for  its  triumph !  You  must  really  be  an 
original  thinker,  Mr.  Melmunt; — you  have 
be«n  startling  me  with  paradoxes  all  dinner- 
time, and,  on  my  wonl,  I  can't  quite  refute  them, 
while  I  am  unwilling  altogether  to  acquiesce  in 
them." 
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"  I  assure  you,  1  xlmutd  \k  very  sorry  yoii 
should  co»»i<)irr  tlicni  meant  i«crioiis)y  to  cxm- 
tIocc  yow,"  said  Mclmoni,  "  or  »a  having 
any  other  ot^cct  than  to  amuse  I  I  am  not 
precinan  or  pedant  enougti,  to  'iiet  up'  For  a 
*  philfMophcr.'  except  as  far  as  coneems  the 
practice  of  that  agreeable  '  experimental  phil<>- 
M>])hy,'  sitown  in  doing  honour  to  n  good  dinner, 
with  true  epicurean  s|>irit,  and  in  drowning,  in 
(he  discuHion  of  trifles  tlic  more  diMigrrenble 
tlinuglils  tlijit  might  otherwise  intrude  on  the 
mind,  and  make  it  forget  that  the  true  object 
in  life  —  the  true  triumph  of  philosophy — i« 
happiness  fur  ounfelvcs,  nnd  those  ulwut  u<." 

Mehnont  8[)okc  thcxe  wordii  u»  though  they 
bad  more  than  a  mere  general  reference ;  for, 
although  the  very  reverse  from  a  scDtinientalist, 
Ih>  was  obliged  to  Ktifle  «  sigh  that  escaped  asj 
Iw  ulteretl  ihcni.     He  now  got  up  to  open  t)ie 
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ioor  for  the  ladk-!t,  w-ho  wcrr  with<tnw'ing 
from  the  table.  He  did  not  &it  very  lung  xAcr 
diniMr,  lli«rc  being  a  "  inu.<icii)  fintmenndc,'"  ns 
it  IN  called,  that  evening,  which  invited  him  to 
stroll  down  to  the  walks,  by  way  of  a  lounge. 
On  hiH  dqtartun.-,  more  than  one  person  vho 
had  but  arrived  at  the  *'  Priury"  that  djiy,  and 
did  not  know  him,  atiked  "  who  be  wait,"  and 
reniurkcd  [in  thi-  uitiia)  exprcMHioi)),  "  haw 
much  he  had  to  say  far  biniM-lf !  "  and,  "Ixiw 
agreeable,  '  lo  I>e  sure,'  hi«  manner  u-ao ! "  and 
BORte  added,  "  especially  when  he  talked  with 
Jhln.  Anguit."  Will)  the  ladies  he  was,  per- 
haps, a*  much  a  favourite  on  aeconnt  of 
his  appearance,  on  of  bi»  livclineiw  in  mnvtir- 
sation. 

The  ladies  will  require  us  here  lo  describe 
our  hero's  portrait.  He  was,  of  eour»c.  band- 
tome  ;    there  wa*   much  intelled,   ait  well    as 
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inulligt-nce,  in  bis  countenance,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  great  benevolence  and  good-huinuiir 
combined.  CruiksJiank  or  Cnx]ui§  would  have 
refused  to  caricature  bo  exprt-Bsivv  ■  set  uF 
fffltures:  bis  eyes  were  dark;  his  vyc-brows 
arched;  face  oval.  He  liad  rvmnrkably  good 
ivcth,  which  lie  never  made  an  unnvccMary 
display  or,  by  elongating  tlie  motitli  by  a  yvr- 
[)etujil  grin,  as  many  do  ;  his  forehead  w«s 
high  i  his  sltuulders  low ;  waist  slttn  ;  guud 
bei^t  and  carriage;  —  above  all,  be  looked 
eminently  like  a  gentleman,  and  had  such  a 
diMiiigui  air  (an  air  which  no  coxcomb — no 
dandy  made  up  of  pretention— can  e>'er  attain,) 
tJiut  he  could  never  come  into  a  room  without 
drawing  all  eyes  (i[x>n  him.  So  much  for  our 
liero's  portrait. 
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Wbetbcr  thsy're  goad  ten  aught,  or  no. 
Some  thing!  *rc  anif  kept,  for  iboo : 
And,  tpltf  of*!!  liAtntloo  IciuU, 
Anll(|Qily  more  recammeadj ; 
And  jirii'il  muni  >rv  th<>  ttslim,  iihOM! 
Grand  merit  u — a  brakeo  oaw ' 

BcnnsA*. 


Bf.fork  we  enter  furlficr  on  the  xccnvK  of  the 
"  Recess,"  it  is  but  fair  th&t  we  should  satisfy 
our  nadcr's  curiosity  in  giving  him  a  picture 
of  the  LcDtworth  expedition,  which  certaiulj- 
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pruniiM.-Ll  m  dcgrrc  of  respectable  groUaqitcrie 
worthy  of  notice. 

The  day  at  length  arrived  which  had  Iktii 
fixed  for  setting  out  friim  the  rastlc.  Alice'!* 
heart  beat  with  Joy  an  i>he  rotte  t^arly  thut  niDrtiing 
and  looked  oil  a  clear  sky  and  the  prooiiw  of  a 
finv  day  fur  the  journey.  She  felt  as  a  bird 
vuiuociputcd  from  iU  cage,  eager  lo  try  th«  wing 
it  had  so  long  fluttered  with  against  its  prison 
bars  in  vain.  At  length  the  hour  of  departure 
came.  The  old  family  carriage  liad  been  re- 
painted and  Tarnished  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition by  ihc  village  artist.  As  for  the  puintin;| 
and  vaniisliitig,  it  was  prrtty  well — ko  far,  §o 
g(x)d ;  but  the  lieraldry  was  the  puzzling  part 
of  tlie  affair.  The  design  of  this  was  a  little 
too  much  for  the  unsopbititiciited  sign-painter; 
aiid  ibuiigb  lie  had  v.'tvciitcd  a  grim  and  splendid 
painting  uf  tltu  "  Red  Litw"  at  tlic  village  ulc- 
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bouM;,  yet  tliv  qunrtvnnjipt,  un  a  Hiiiallcr  M:uk', 
of  lions  rnnipant  unil  [ka-tKaiii,  gule-i,  in  the 
*'  coat -armoury,"  were  so  uncuuthly  figurwl, 
ihal  ihcy  bore  tlie  apiJearance  of  a  milie  of  cats, 
tndtilging  in  tlieir  nightly  orgira  and  obstrepcruiis 
gaiiiiM>liiig»  (Ml  tltu  Uiiitdi  uf  K  coUage ;  .or  little 
better  (lid  the  "  (kOd  ur,"  on  which  the  wid 
"  lions"  sjtruwUHl,  (i|i|)vnr.  Am  for  the  motto, 
which  was  a  Latin  one,  the  poor  maiit  not  being 
able  to  make  it  out  sotisfnetorily  to  himwlf, 
sMgrly  concluded  that  it  only  signified  **  Sir 
.Jasper's"  name  in  a  foreign  *'  linga,"  and  accord- 
ingly he  very  conscientiously  took  upon  himself 
the  province  of  translator,  and  boldly  inscribed 
underneath  the  shield,  "  The  I^cntworth  Arms," 
concluding  at  t)ie  sanw  lime  that  he  had  authority 
for  tbia  reading  from  a  sioii  lar  inKription  i>eing  on 
thesiguof  the  chief  inn  of  the  village.  Certainly, 
in  duing   this,  lie  lei  all  the  world  know  the 
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iin[x>rtiince  of  the  perMiDage  the  old  carringr 
conveyed,  of  which  interesting  inteltigvncv  many 
miut  othernt'be  have  l)eeii  deprived.  Sir  Jiupcr, 
tlwiigh  h«  was  incliDcd  to  be  angry  at  the 
artist's  nniplidly,  if  not  stupidity,  could  not 
help  laughing  at  the  absurdity,  wbile  Lady 
Lvfitworth  was  willing  to  consider  th«  matter  as 
easilj  as  himself.  As  for  the  poor  vaniishcr, 
when  summMivd  to  be  repHinniided  for  his 
UutxJer  (which  he  was],  he  stood,  ga[ung,  in 
utter  surprise,  unconscious  of  what  mistake  or 
miKdecd  he  could  poosibly  have  been  gudty^ 
little  expecting  a  reprimand  where  he  had  pi<(ued 
himself  on  his  singular  address  and  cleverness. 
That  there  was  now  no  time  to  alter  the  blunder, 
was  eamtiGtly  suggi-sted  by  Alice,  wlw  woi  im- 
patient of  further  delay,  Sl>e  jiersuMlett  Sir 
Javier  thut  nobody  would  look  at  it,  though 
the  scrupulous   knight  liimavlf  mudi   dreaded 
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"  ai^iettranee^"  should  any  one  by  chance  be 
idle  or  curiouti  enough  to  ^crutiaise.     Then  the 
loul'fnstmbie  of  the  rcspecUiliU.'  rrfcl  rrhicle !     It 
lookvd  much  (portentous  as  il  was  in  bulk)  as 
Noah>  ark  might  be  supposed  to  do!      The 
body  of  il  was  *'  swung  high," as  it  i«  colled; 
nay,  so  exalttKl  «ras  it,  that  none  but  shAuks  of  n 
Patagonian  longitude  could  easily  stride  up  the 
stifps;  an  operation,  in  this  insunoe,  like  ihat  of 
ttcpping  up  a  Ladder  to  get  into  a  bam.     Then 
with  respect  to  the  steps  tbctnselvcs,  rt  was  a 
tedious  juece  of  busincsa  to  "  lug"  them  down ; 
for  so  stiff  had  the  binges  becooie,  perhaps  from 
want  of  use   lattrriy.  that  it  requim)  all   the 
plougliboy  muMrIc  of  the  ncw-UTeri«d  Toby  to 
adjust  them  .'     Imagine  the  Jeltglit  of  th*  party 
iniridc    in   wiioc«dng  this  exercise  of  strength 
repealed  at  every  sucooWTe  "  stage  I"     Imagine 
Sir  Jasper's  resignation  in  waiting  a  quarter  of 
▼OL.  1.  ■ 
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an  lunir  nearly,  till  the  step  could  be  forc-cd 
douiitwlifneTcr he  wished  "to alight!"  Imitginv, 
if  he  l>etrayi>d  any  imjMttience  on  tli«  occanicin, 
ihv  cnnwlidg  tone  of  Alice,  in  order  to  pacify 
him!  How  interesting  all  this  renders  the 
»cei)&  In  fad,  thccarriofjcccrtBiiily  provi-d  the 
rc^piTtubility  and  wiiiquity  of  the  family  that 
boflstt-d  of  having  it  amongitt  its  "  gnods  and 
chaitek"  Methuselah  hioiwlf  {if  that  vcnerabk- 
antediluvian  could  hare  entertained  any  notion  of 
liuch  a  piece  of  goodtt  aii  a  carriage)  might  have 
fell  pride  in  ita  posscwiion.  The  dickey  in  front 
was  as  huge  as  a  fiat  alderman's  ann-chair,  and 
big  enough  fur  three  pcr«ins.  In  this  went  the 
two  nio&t  polished  of  the  male  domestics  (all 
fiirlii.-i)Mtl  up  in  new  liveries),  and  "  her  lady- 
ship's maid"  in  the  middle.  Toby,  and  another 
hobadyhoy  <if  a  groom,  or  groomling  (for  he 
was  bol  young  almul  the  stables,)  sat  in  a  dickey 
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biJ)in<l,  or,  as  it  Ih  now  call«d,  a  "  runible- 
tiimbk.'"  Th«  tntl'tncntioiRtl  of  theiw  ht)Deat 
bvmpkina  was  intended  to  ride  behind  Alicv 
and  I.ftdy  I.,  whenever  they  tnight  rt!()iiiri;  an 
airing  on  bor^^hack.  IT  Sir  Jasper  bad  been 
blessed  (or  plagued,  as  it  might  huppen)  witli  a 
UM,  or  had  been  inclined  to  drive  a  "cab" 
himiwlf,  this  Ind  might  bare  mode  a  rrry  d<N;cnt 
"  tiger"  for  the  occasion.  On  the  top  of  the 
vehicle  was  a  huge  imperial,  while  «a  many 
things  as  ooutd  be  crammed  into  it  were  si>. 
There  was  pk-nty  of  room  for  nil  paclcages,  for 
ihe  Aword-casc  in  this  roomy  equipage  was  about 
as  capacious  as  Jonah's  lodging — the  slomoch 
of  a  whale!  The  scsts,  too,  held  as  mndi 
as  u-ould  have  clothed,  pretty  nearly,  hatfa  n^- 
meot.  In  fact,  the  venerable  "  coach  "  was  at  any 
rate  perfectly  comfortable,  as  far  as  dbow-ntom 
was  oonccmcd,  just  as  a  French  diligence  is,  but 
b3 
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lh«o,  unrortunaicl}',  it  did  not  move  over  easily. 
Indowl,  Sir  Jasper  declared,  long  before  the 
6nl  Ktsgc  was  completed,  that  to  all  '*  appear- 
ance" he  MAS  going  to  be  jotted  inside  out,  so 
lamentable  an  infliction  was  the  shaking  I  Lady 
L.  bore  tlii*  severe  discipline  "  as  well  as  she 
might,"  and  with  her  ttceti»U)me<]  good  humour, 
while  iVlice  nuRered  herself  to  l>e  ini'uiivunicnced 
by  nothing,  or  if  she  was,  she  stifled  her  com- 
pUinut,  determined  to  let  fate  do  its  worst,  to 
that  the  journey  was  prosecuted.  An  old  barn, 
painted  over  and  propelled  leisurely  along  on 
caston,  would  not  iBadcquatcty  represent  the 
ap|>vurimee  of  the  "  family  carriage"  oa  it  pro- 
gressed slowly  onward;  and  the  horses,  albeit 
they  wi;re  the  stoutest  which  the  team  of  the 
worthy  liaronet  sfTorded  (as  Toliy  well  knew), 
found  they  had  no  sinecure,  and  imagined  them- 
nelve»,  doubtless,  dragging  along  a  wagon-load 
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of  hay  or  torn.  Then  Alice's  "  palfrey,"  and 
another  for  Lady  I^,  with  Sir  Juxp<T's  rond^ter, 
brought  up  the  reur,  ridden  nnci  ted  by  the 
head  groom  and  a  boy.  TTieae  outri<lin^  ucrc 
in  no  Tear  of  being  out-dJKtanccd ;  for,  as  the 
roads  were  none  of  the  best  on  the  long  and 
uneven  descent  from  the  ctutle  to  the  nmtn 
communication,  and  as  the  vit-incrtia  of  the 
carringc  nnd  hometi  wa«  great,  three  miles  and  a 
quarter  wn»,  )H.'rhiips,  the  maximum  of  advance 
made  within  the  hour.  How  far  it  was  accclvrated 
in  any  of  the  iiubscquenl  ^taj^es  further  from  the 
mwintainss  and  which  have  the  benefit  of  the 
imprm-cment  of  the  madti  (thanks  to  the  alminl 
furgotten  name  nf  Mac  Adam),  U  not  recorded. 
As  for  Cheltenham,  it  appeared,  at  present,  as 
duitani  aa  Australasia,  or  an  unditcovered  world. 
A  lively  genius  might  huve  found  time  to  indite 
a  History  of  the  Univerwi  by  the  time  the  pil- 
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grimage  should  be  ended ;  however,  by  the 
blesuDg  of  Providence^  and  the  exerdse  of  due 
Christian  patience  the  party  looked  reaignedly 
forward,  at  one  time  or  another,  to  arrive  at  its 
condusitHi.  Meantime,  such  is  a  "  tnte  and 
faithful^  portrait  of  the  "  appearances"  which 
this  amusmg  and  gvotesque  cavalcade  exhilnted, 
as  it  wound  "  its  slow  length  altmg"  from  the 
gates  of  Lentwortb. 
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CHAPTEK  VII. 


CH«rTIN«   AT  TABI.C   AGAIN — SUMKCT  OF   ''  WIT' 
KBNIWID,    ETC. 


"  La  gaiety  parte  toajonn  de  boohctu'." 

{L'Art  dt  tiejamaii  dejSuner  ehtz  bit,  tl 
lovjaart  diner  ehei  la  aulret.) 

Melhont,  oa  his  arriTs)  at  Cheltenham,  had 
not  forgotten  to  call  on  his  fiieiid  Sir  Jasper 
Lentworth,  who  had  anived  before  him.  The 
whole  party  were  out,  but  he  hoped  to  meet 
them  that  night  at  a  ball.  His  heart  told  him 
he  was  concerned  in  b^ng  there ;  he  longed  to 
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•iee  Alice  again  :  meantime  be  fled  from  thoughu 
(oonnocted  with  La  Manx-)  t)>Rt  vexed  him  in  ihis 
gaiety  of  the  Rccc««.  And  now  (he  dinner  hour 
came  again,  and  he  found  himself  sentcd  next  to 
that  fairest  of  widow  ladies,  the  Honouralilc 
Mrs.  Angus.  O'Calloghan,  as  usual,  also  sot 
opposite  to  them,  and  if  he  ladtly  owned  a  pre- 
dilection for  tlie  lod^,  n^arded  our  hero  in  aonte 
measure  aa  «  rival ;  yet  so  little  iwlice  wsii  he 
feroured  with  by  lier,  and  so  willingly  did  she 
appear  to  cnooursge  the  attentions  of  Mclmonl, 
that  it  would  have  been  idle  in  the  scsi  of 
Krin  to  have  scraped  a  quarrel  on  the  subject, 
which  oould  hoof  tto  benefit  to  himself;  so  he 
curbed  the  "  divil "  of  his  Irisli  "timper"  (as  he 
would  say),  and  remained  on  "  t)>e  bvst  possible 
terms  "  with  one  be  could  not  oiitttrip.  They 
goiaip|)ed  of  the  people,  then  of  the  place  ns 
usual. 
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"The  Duke  of "  {since  gone  to  his 

'Jong  home')  "was  lookiDg  belter  lo-day.  1 
though),"  xtud  Mrs.  Angu.^ 

"  Yes,  less  like  a  sutuv  of  Npormaceti  tliau  he 
did,"  answered  Melntout;  "  he  was  so  pale  the 
other  day  that  he  Looked  quite  su^idous ! " 

"How  will  that  l>e,  faith?"  asked  OCal- 
lagtun,  while  Mrs.  Angus  also  asked  the  ^am<- 
que^on. 

"  Why  he  looked  aa  if  be  had  murderwl 
a  turuip  aiid  sucked  its  blood  —  he  wua  m> 
wliitc." 

Tbe  party  laughed  at  this  solution  of  (he 
niapkioua  appearance,  while  O'Callaghaii  «h)- 
tioued — 

"Talk  of  murthchng  «  turnip  and  sucking 

ilH  blood !  faith,  autd  Sir  Joint  k>i>kK  us 

if  he  had  been  murtliered  hiiiuwlf,  und  luid  ri«en 
again  to  hatmt  bin  atoashin.  They  say  he'll  Ix- 
e    ti 
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in  a  consuuiption,  or  an  atroph)' — which  ihcy 
please.  I'm  sure  it's  ail  one,  for  he'n  aaTe  •  be- 
spoke' by  aulj  CliaroD,  wbichiver  road  \ut'» 
going." 

"  I  fjincy  he's  tlyiiig,"  nnswLTnl  KIdmoDt, 
'*  of  a  rajiid  conHum^ttiun— .of  hi»  purie.  His 
pocket  huA  Ixen  ransacked  into  an  atrophy,  if 
jrou  pieasc ;  I  oonceivv  his  wretched  appramnw 
is  more  from  a  malady  of  this  nature  than  from 
any  in  hia  oon^lilution.'" 

"  Did  I  twt  see  you  riding  out  to^lay  P " 
inquired  Mrs.  Angus  of  Metmonl. 

"  Yoi,  and  I  hail  a  very  uiipltsaaant  i^un- 
jiunioti  luu,  I  ain  sorry  to  say." 

"  That  i»  unfortunate.     Who  »aa  thU  ?" 

"  Nt4)ody  but  tlie  «t«t  wind." 

"  A  disttgretaiblv  eunipiuiioii  enough,"  replied 
Mr«.  Angus,  smiling. 

"  Yes,  it  nvver  accosts  one  but  it  swvtU  une'a 
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fjoe,  multiplies  the  aniount  of  un«'ii  iumc  by 
four,  pioions  one  up  with  the  crauip  liki;  u 
truided  |>ig«ou,  layn  an  embargo  u{)on  evc-ryihiiig 
ihat  goui  down  one's  throat  tinder  intertlivt  uf 
a  <]uiDsy,  and  llitigs  twenty  yean  of  old  age 
u]>un  onv'i  head  wiUiuuI  the  benefit  of  the 
cxperici«;c," 

"That  shall  be  vary  well  said,  Misther  MeU 
mont,"  exclaimed  the  Irishman ;  while  the 
widow,  who  wii»  more  nicely  critical,  mtiiirked, 

"  The  last  of  the  attributes  you  gave  to  the 
miwhicvuus  ooropany  of  the  east  wind  wav  the 
b«t.- 

"How  Ko?"  wild  Mcimont;  "not  thai  I 
thought  any  of  them  pnrtii'uLarly  good,  but  why- 
is  the  lait  of  them  the  Iicst  ?" 

*'  Hecause  it  approoclies  neurer  to  wit  thait 
the  others,  which  arc  more  allied  to  humour." 

**  You  nre  indeed  a  good  critic,"  said  Mel< 
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mont;  vhen  addreasJDg  O'Callaf^han,  he  uSted, 
"  Whal  is  the  difTereiice  lietween  wit  and 
humour?" 

The  Irishman  wok  rather  puzxled,  but  ttt 
length  answered  wiih  a  more  thaii  ordinary 
grimace: 

"  Why,  d'ye  see,  they're  v«y  different— I'm 
aware  of  that,  faith  1 — but  then  ]  can't  jusUy 
chara£lerUe  them.  If  ye  a^ed  mc  to  Kpake 
concitely,  f  khould  say  'huntour  made  yc  grin, 
and  wit  made  ye  stare.' " 

**  Excellently  defined  !  you  have  expreued 
the  churuvterUtict  briefly,  but  pointedly  and 
justly." 

"  Wit  baa  more  of  sprightly  grace,'*  observed 
the  widow,  as  we  call  her  to  avoid  formality. 

"  Wit  consists  in  a  bright  sally, — a  sparlc 
vividly  striK-lc  out  of  the  subject, — a  meteor  light 
•.taning  acroas  the  flatter  sur&ce  of  the  conver- 
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Mition— B  Hally  which  conveys  tioiiMihjng  poinietl 
antl  epigrammatic  I^ocke  dcRnvn  it,"  rontioucd 
Mdmont,  *'as  *  imaginatinn.'  BarmwV  d«fini- 
ii<Ni,  in  that  curiouK  and  intvre^ting  *  Iwur- 
ghu'  Bennon  of  his,  is  vtiy  ample  and  very 
just ;  it  ■  leaver  nothing  more  lo  be  said  ^  it  or 
upon  ii,'  wlitch  ia  treating  the  wibjeet  '  cruelly,' 
as  Charles  the  Second  said  in  ii  jooow  irony, 
(xnnplinienting  tite  pn-achcr.* 

"  Vary  often  ye  find  a  man  of  liuntour  with- 
out anytliing  of  wit  in  um,"  observed  CyCaJ- 
laghan. 

"  Oh !  repeatedly,"  replied  Melinool ;  "  hu- 
mour is  of  a  lower  order ;  it  is  drollery  of 
character — it  is  facetiousnMS.  The  EnglUh 
have  a  good  deal  more  htimour  than  wit ;  our 
lively  neighbours  the  French  are  happier, 
generally  speakiug,  in  making  lirilliani  MilticK 
than  ourselves.      The  wit   that    prevaiU-d    In 
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Charlvs  tliv  Svooitd't  time  cxhibitL<d  many  pearl* 
certainly,  but  amongst  a  quantity  of  base  and 
\ulgar  (lroB»,  and  this  '  smartM* '  style  was  bor- 
rowed originally  Trom  the  court  of  Louis." 

*'  So  it  is,"  observed  Mrs.  Angus,  "  with  our 
older  dramatic  writers  of  Elixabetli  and  Junie«V 
time  I  for  one  line  of  unadulterated  wit,  there 
arc  fifty  disfigured  by  impropnctics  which  tlie 
taste  of  the  day  sanctioned." 

"Yes,  a  great  deal  of  droes  passed  cuirent 
till  a  very  late  period.  A  good  deal  of  indeli- 
cacy was  jiemiitted  to  pass  as  wit  under  Cun- 
greve's  authority,  a  good  deal  of  vulgarity  to 
pass  OS  humour  under  Smollett's.  Converi>a> 
tion,  until  very  lately,  was  considered  to  aequire 
liveliness  from  that  which  we  now  consider 
the  dullest  and  moal  vidgar  ingredient — naoicjy 
the  inter-larding  of  oaths  in  a  sentence.  That 
'  faUiion '  ia  exclusive  now  with   potboys  and 
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codt.  Oi)  tlic  oUicr  liaod,  if  there  is  more 
uutc  iliovm  ill  the  style  of  coorcrtation,  there 
is  much  Ics6  cleverness  in  our  tnattcr>of-fact 
pid  select  style;  fin*  real  wit,  except  in  the 
iistanues  of  one  or  two  friends  I  know,  is  rrjilly 
defunct." 

**Yex,  tliere  appears  to  be  a  sad  effort  to 
pump  up  a  food  saying,  to  figure  in  the  columns 
»f  sooK  journal,  perhaps,  under  the  sanction  of 
Kof^ers  or  tome  known  permn ;  and  then  tin- 
jwint  iiexin  a  )>un!" 

*'  You  oluvrve  very  jUHtly,  wit  does  not  seem 
to  be  understood ;  tliitt  brilliancy  and  vivacity 
of  mind  that  »l]ouId  exhibit  a  sully  is  a  'du-posi- 
timt,'  as  tlie  French  say,  whidi  our  wit^mongers 
do  not  pouteait :  ihey  grovel  in  the  dust  oi 
punning.  Nothing  is  more  low,  uioni  easy  of 
attainment— nothing  more  vapid  and  inapid  \ " 
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"  Ye've  DO  Butler  now,  nor  Swift,  nor  Sheri- 
dta^nry  few  pun-eyors  of  wit." 

"  No,  nor  even  of  good  genuine  humour— ^ir 
yery  little  of  it.  The  Kngli^h  are  apt  to  let 
their  humour  degenerate  into  coarwncM  and 
buSbonery;  it  b  not  ncccMor;  that  humour 
should  be  allied  to  vulgBnty,  which  too  many 
vM-in  to  think,  from  tlw;  unturcor  iheir  fn(.-etiuu«- 
ne«s.  There  may  he  amusiiig  drollery,  as  in 
the  French  vaudevilles  and  some  of  our  belter 
farces,  without  licentiousness,  eoanwness,  or 
indelicacy." 

"  Shall  you  go  to  the  liall,  Mr.  Melmont, 
this  evening?"  asked  Mrs.  Angus,  turning  to 
another  suhjecL 

"Tcs,  I  go  there  to  gszc  on  the  '  human  face 
divine,'  but  I  don't  dance  much." 

"How's that?'*  Bskod  Mr^-  Angus. 
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"Why  one  gets  Urcd  of  the  monotony  of 
lounging  through  the  figures  after  doing  duty 
all  throtigii  ihv  xeoKon  in  tuwn.  I  pK-for  amus- 
ing myself  with  looking  at  the  nunbow  {/Htler 
of  dresses  and  Wight  comploxions." 

"Do  you  expect  to  we  much  beauty  this 
evening  ?  " 

"  Pretty  well ;  ihcfe  are  a  good  many  very 
cbarniing  faces.  If  to  nine  plain  you  count  one 
fair,  tliere  is  one  fair  in  ten." 

"  ^'e're  quite  epigram  niatie,"  said  OTal- 
lugliiin,  griiniing. 

"  That  is  about  tlie  prop«rtic>n." 

**  Imleed  a  very  fair  one,"  Mid  the  w'ldow. 

"  Who  i>  that  gentleman  staring  *o  (hia 
wBy  ?  ■*  asked  Melmonl. 

"Foilh,  I  don't  know,"  said  O'CsIlaghan; 
"  be  loolts  very  hard,  litit  he  never  says  a  woni — 
for  all  the  world  like  a  gho«i  till  it's  spoken  to." 
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"  I  understand  that  gentleman  is  what  is 
called  & '  genius,*"  said  Mrsi.  Angus. 

"  He  nmjr  be,  cerl^nly,**  replied  Melmunt, 
"  for  anytliing  we  c«n  allege  to  the  oontrary, 
for  tie  never  openn  hi»  mouth.  If  a  man  u 
«  *  gvnius,*  Iw  sliotild  let  tltc  world  luvc  tome 
Hgnit  of  hi»  intellea— and  talk  (not  let  u.  gift 
of  G<k1  maJce  him  dumlvfoundt-red).  I  would 
Dot  giw  a  pn  to  be  a  gcniu^  if  I  was  to  turn 
as  silent  as  if  I  were  a  pmlwitiunary  Hdiolar  in 
the  academy  of  Pythagoras." 

*■  What  duea  that  signify  ? "  asked  the 
widow. 

**It  was  a  rule  in  Pythagonu's  mIiooI  thui 
6ve  years'*  silence  »liould  be  observed.  I  con- 
nder  that  '  yonder  gvnius '  would  make  on 
excellent  Kvliolnr  iti  tttut  academy.  You  oftcr) 
see  clever  men  resign  ilicmsclvcs  u>  silence,  and 
thus  becooie   extremely  unsociable   when  the; 
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take  it  into  their  heguU  tluit  ihey  ore  gcDiufcs; 
thus  tbey  go  the  sture  waj  to  nuke  theniselveN 
Ktupid — or  to  BjiptfAT  M)  nt  least.'" 

Aoion^t  other  guests  at  tabic,  besides  the 
tilnit  author,  for  such  bv  was,  tlivy  wi-re 
icmarking  on,  wasa  tiresome  old  gentlcioiin — 
mit  of  Melnonl's  way,  hajipiiy  for  him  and 
our  reader  —  vho  talked  of  nothinjr  but  what 
wibt  good  for  his  digeKtion,  wheuever  h«  waa 
helped  to  anything  at  table  ;  bcudcs  giving  an 
exact  account  of  tlie  state  of  his  pulse,  nod  a 
history  of  the  last  pmcription  he  had  from  Dr. 
Uoirragon,  tlu.-  grrat  Galen  of  this  pUcv  at  the 
period  to  which  tlwsc  pages  refer — as  Jephstin 
H  of  Leamington.  To  MelmoDt's  great  ju>, 
Mr.  Flemiitg  did  not  to-day  put  hU  threat 
■ilo  execution  of  dining  at  the  tabl«  d'hote , 
reserving  it,  perhaps,  for  some  future  period  : — 
•0  we  arc  spared  at  present,  any  recurrence  to 
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the  8u1)j«-cts  of  rerorm  and  Ibe  choI«n,  whiol) 
«t  tlic  time  ihey  rngcd,  gviivraied  Iwres  of 
ihe  Fleming  kind,  wonhy  recording.  We  trust 
wr  thaJI  couinve  to  nuipe  them  when  it  is 
attempted  to  dose  us  with  them.  This  reecu« 
we  must  leave  to  our  hero,  fur  the  amuiementuf 
the  reader  who  has,  no  douht,  often  had  occaition 
U>  with  to  escape  from  a  bor«  of  this  kind,  on 
thccv  once  endless  subjects.  Mi'nn while,  Mel- 
mont  dressed  for  the  ball — but  was  rather  late— 
and  on  entering  the  drawing-room,  found  all  his 
party  had  gone  away  before  him,  except  the 
fair  widow  and  two  or  three  other  ladies. 

"  WTiat,  left  Ijehind  '  "  said  Melmont,  when 
he  entered  the  room,  attd  nw  all  were  gone. 

"  You  are  late,"  said  Mrs.  Angus. 

"  Nay,  they  are  eariy  —  terribly  enrly  in- 
deed [  —  well,  I  must  e'en  go  by  myself,"  he 
added,  ringing  the   tiell,  and  ordering  a  fly; 
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sorry  to  be  obliged  to  go  in  such  b«d 
company." 

The  ladies  smilitl,  nnd  observed  h«  paid 
himself  an  ill  cuinpHincnt;  lu  «  moment  aAer 
the  fly  wa&  announced  aa  ready. 

**  There  I  now  you  fly  off  to  the  world  of 
gaiety,"  said  oiie  of  the  ladies,  "  to  8y  from 
your»!lf,  wliieb  will  save  your  complaining  of 
having  the  *fly'  lo  yourself." 

Melniont  Kiiiiled  out  of  euinpUiHanov  al  this 
remark,  though  lie  wu  no  udniircr  of  the  '  wit ' 
that  consiitu  in  a  play  upon  words,  which 
he  oontiidered  but  spurious;  and  answered,  "  be 
was,  indeed,  always  happy  to  fly  from  himself, 
M'tiich  he  bliould  be  gUd  to  do  oftencr  than  he 
did!" 

*'  How  it  omuted  those  women,"  raid  be  to 
himself  when  in  the  fly,  "  my  laying  I  waa 
sorry  to  go  in  such  bad  company,  in  going  by 
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mj-sclf!  Lord  what  a  litlJc  will  go  a  grot 
way  in  thi»  work],  in  nil  things  except  money  ! 
What  a  i^i|;:ht  grain  of  wit  wilt  season  a  whtJt.- 
convtrwition  in  tlti*  dull  worM  !  Whnl  u  lilllc 
word  of  (lattery  or  «ompliment,  again,  will  make 
a  rain  person  your  swora  friend  I  attdrexK ! 
address ! — thp  manner  of  saying  things  do<^ 
much  to  give  the  appearance  of  wit  to  a  good 
deal  that  is  very  iiidifffrcnt  stiifl'."  In  ihc 
niiddlv  of  this  soliloquy  the  little  vehicle  utoppcd 
at  the  ball-room  door,  and  in  our  hero  inhered 
hnnseir  to  the  scene  of  gaiety. 

*'  Wlio  is  he  ?  how  handsome  !  how  dutingiief 
what  a  frw.-  carriage  uml  (ine  n>iinlcnnnce ! "  were, 

I  usual,  the  rniinrk*  of  IJk-  fiiirer  portion  of  the 

wsembly,  on  Mclnionl's  stionin;;  himself;  "  how 

very    gentlemanlike  and    agreeable,"  —  m    he 

Hddre<«ed  different  persons  he  knew  whilst 
walking  up  the  roomi   liut  in  cu»ting  his  eyes 
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round    the    room    to    look   for  1ii»  numerora 
acquaintance,  who  should  he  see  but  one  lowly 
{wrHon  that  etrlipied  all  present.     "  Ah,  there 
tihe  is ! "  he  exclaiiitod,   "  nnd   there  it   Lady 
Lentworth,   &nd    there  is   my   old   friend    Sir 
Jasper!  and  Alice — tihe  in  more  bcautifn'  than 
ever."      Perhaps    the    reader    would    I'lte    to 
know  what   k<nd    of  beuuty  it  was,  that  had 
thus  wddenly  burst  upon  our  hero ;   how  far 
it  was  beautiful,  we  will    leave  the  reader  to 
da'ide,   fnrni    the  following   description :— her 
cpniagL-  WM  the  mtmt  graceful  and  dignified, 
it«  air  of  distinction  aided  by  a  dress  of  the 
most  perfect  taste,  and  the  farthest  from  showy 
i>naginable(    her  small   head  (at   the  time  ve 
•peak    of)   elegantly  dressed   with  bows, — not 
one  great  how  and  a  friz  at  the  sides,  which 
vas  a  late  fashion,  but   soon  utterly  discarded 
fcHT  its  exccssice   ugHoe^;  her   waist  so  taper. 
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HO  aylphUkc,  and  .ilim  —  that  to  touch  it  io 
vAluiiig  wutiU)  have  mudi-  a  being  inanimate 
OS  a  statue  thrill  with  soul  *  and  estasy ; 
her  neck  small,  and  properly  elevated  alxive 
gracefully  low  shoulders,  displaying  a  skin 
of  mannorean  polish  and  loveliness!  featufeH 
the  moet  expressive— beaming  with  intellect, 
chcwrfuliiCB^  bi'npvuk-nce,  nnil  swevtness  of  tem- 
per. The  spirit  of  love,  tlie  soul  of  aniiability, 
•poke  in  the  language  of  eyes  whose  "  nidiiint 
languish"  streamed  frutn  orbs  lustrous  as  briU 
lianls  of  the  richest  water ;  they  were  deep  blue, 
fringed  with  lung  dark  .tilken  lashen;  thceyebruwH 
delicately  arched;  the  oomplexion  the  sofu-st 
**  maiden  blush  "  of  ilw  rose ;  the  forehead,  white 


So  UlUon  u]M  oT  iniiilc :-_ 

"  Soundi  thai  would  err*!*  ■  rnof 

Vnitr  (be  ribm  of  Dmtb." 
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u  snow,  contracted  with  hair  of  the  deepest  au- 
burD.  The  nose  was  "  exquisite  "  both  in  form 
aiu)  ej:pTC$^n — being  that  rarest  of  all  beautiful 
lineaments— the  nex  d  la  Hoxalane — ihe  mo&t 
delicate  deMrription  of  that  lovely  and  pi<iuant 
feature !  the  little  tiny  mouth  wax  bordered 
by  rima  of  coral  1  the  cars  exc|iiisiicly  minute. 
Melniont'it  heart  beat  violently  a*  he  nppronchod 
this  diarniing  cruiture;  ereiy  nerve  trembled 
through  hi»  frame;  he  was  lo«t  in  admiration 
of  Alice  I^ntworth,  fur  it  wa»  herself.  The 
old  liaronet  shook  him  heartily  by  tlie  hand ; 
and  Lady  L.  was  very  happy  to  see  one  wiio 
was  in  request  irith  every  penon,  and  every 
where,  and  was  plea&ed  at  the  prospect  of  having 
him  as  a  cha|KTon.  Our  hero  could  not  lake 
any  interest  in  the  questions  Sir  Jasper  put 
to  him  alwut  his  late  election  business  (which 
Sir  J.  had  mentioned  in  chapter  three) — Alice 
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engrossed  (lU  attention ;  he  daiKwd  fat  the  fifat 
time  lince  he  had  been  at  Chelteaham-rbeMWP 
she  was  his  partner,  ft  is  needles^  to  say  tbM 
he  danced  with  no  one  ebe  that  eveniof  ^n4jt 
is  needless,  too,  to  sa;  that  the  fair  widow  war 
— ^fbr  the  present  at  least — forgottou 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

"at  '■■0»   auTAMT'l,"    (AHnTRIIB   "  MeABO"),  OH  "TWB 
CKATTBaiKO    RAKHKR,"  A   OKCk  VCI.I.-IXOWN  CHAKAC- 


Bni'u,  Piffiro. 
Braio  lin*iMiimi>  t 
'        •        ^        • 
SoDO  ftctotum 

(PiaAKo)— /i  BarbuTt. 

Thk  6rst  place  almost  to  which  Sir  Jasper 
had  repaired  oiWr  hts  nrriv*l  at  Cheltenhnni 
(m  bos  doubtless  been  the  catv  of  many  of  our 
r  2 
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reftders,  after  a  long  ru^ticatioa),  wiu  itic  )iiiir> 
dresser's,  witblb«  laiidalile  [nirpose  of  curtailing 
a  nuHt  Arcadian  luxuriance  of  bair. 

The  penon  to  wliom  he  iuldre»ied  kinisclf  in 
ihii  emergency,  was  one  of  those  loquacious  cha- 
nieterst  who  have  been  the  distinction  of  th<^r  call- 
ing frofn  the  tinne  that  Aristophanes  quiiEzed  tlie 
Athenian  world,  to  that  of  the  writer  of  the 
Arnbiao  Talcs,  and  thence  down  to  llic  times 
of  the  mercurial  Figaro  liiinwclf.  On  Sir  Jasper's 
asking  tliis  magpie  shaver  if  lie  knew  where  Mr. 
Melmont  was  to  be  found,  the  said  delighted 
shaver  fixed  on  the  question  m  a  starting  {Mint  for 
running  out  the  full  length  of  his  tongue's  reach. 

**  Oh  yes,  sjr ;  know  very  well,  rir — at  the 
Priory,  just  at  the  top  of  the  High  street ;  never 
find  him  at  borne  t)iough~-«lways  engiiged— a 
gentleman  much  in  request,  noiw  more  so — they 
say   he   has  two  or  three  games  in   hand   for 
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the  bcttrnng  his  fortune,  at  prcsmt — charminfi; 
place  this  ftn-  little  iuIngue±ior  that  kind.  I  muid 
(ay,  if  I  pIcMccI,  a  good  deal  about  the  matter — 
but  know  what  I*ve  gut  'one  tongue  and  two  ean 
for,'  too  well.  Ay,  ay, '  the  Greeks  knew  this,' 
though  1  should  have  practiiied  the  maxim,  even 
if  I  had  not  lesrned  it  at  the  Grammar  school 

at ■     Dear  times,  those  schoolboy  limes  *. — 

Cut  a  little  more  behind,  rir?— yes,  nir— exactly, 
tir^not  too  much,  nr^^noderation  in  every 
tiling:  ^aurtam  quisquis  tncdiacritatem^'  an  my 
old  friend  Horace  say^  Yes,  yes,  it's  a  fine 
thing  to  be  prudent,  sir;  yet  it's  no  easy  matter 
in  a  place  like  this,  with  such  a  number  of  deli- 
cate jobs  in  hand  as  I  have,  I  promiKc  you ! 
yet  1  tay  nothing — I'm  not  given  to  talkir^." 

**  Not  at  all !  indeed  •"  ejaculated  Sir  JoMper 
to  himself,  while  the  shaver  ran  on. 

**  Yes,  yes,  if  I  can  manage  it,  it  will  he  a 
discreet  job — the  gentleman's  at  the  '  Imperial' — 


102 


OnX  OF  TOW]); 


but  I  don't  let  out  secrets;  and  the  IjuIv  is  not 
man)'  doors  from  my  bouae — I  don't  say  how 
far  her  house  IH  up  the  street  on  the  other  nde — 
nor  if  it  is  iho  only  white  Iwuse  in  the  street, 
witJi  pila!>tL-r»  in  frunt ;  no,  no,  I  don't  let  things 
out." 

"  Mighty  dJKKet,  truly  "  again  ejaculated 
(he  liaronet. 

"  I  Hay,  if  I  manage  this  little  run-away  hit 
(>f  ajob,  Bob  Rcstamy's  fortune's  made:  they 
nlwflys  call  mc  '  Bob,' — short  and  familiar,  just 
as  you  would  address  n  fellow  you  wanted  to 
coax  by  good -humoured  familiarity  into  bdng 
of  (wrvioc  to  you.  Ah !  if  you  knew  the 
prcsiiits  I've  lud,  and  the  numboT!;  of  *  promises 
un  hand  to  pay,*  ttwn  tlic  happy  couples  I  have 
hud  tlic  good  fortune  to  make  acquainted  with 
each  other,  and  trundle  off  to  the  altar  together, 
you  would  fancy  Bob  llestamy  ought  to  be  as 
rich  as  a  sauap.      Alas!  no— 1  was  always  too 
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gcnerouB — too  liberally  spirited ;  '  spciid  today, 
flpare  to-morrow,''  waa  always  my  motto. " 

**  Pray,  iriicrt-  did  you  say  Mr.  Mdmont  was 
to  be  found  ?  "  tnlcmtptixl  Sir  Jasper. 

•*  Mr.  Melmont,  sir?  yes  dr,  at  the  Priory, 
air.  Follow  your  now  straight  up  llw  Mreet. 
Lord,  I  couldn't  Mp  laughing  the  other  day. 
I  uud  so  to  a  gtrndcman  whose  now  was  av 
crooked  as  a  crab  claw,  and  he  thought  positively 
1  meant  to  (^aid  him ;  not  so  I !— tlie  last  niiut 

to  oiTi-nd  any  body  in  tlM*  world *  What 

pcTKinshtTw?' didyoii  iL*k, idr.  Oh  yi^sir:  can 
tell  you  from  *t3to  ducllvm,'  down  to  tht-  drab 
of  the  idtchen ! — know  every  body  in  the  place ! 
— Talking  of  the  '  duchess,*  by  the  by,  ihew 
is  '  the  great  tody '  livre,  L-vvry  when;  tt>  be  nran, 
air — yea,  air,  a  '  perambuUting  mine  of  wcidth,' 
sir,  truly  k>! — her  husband,  too,  a  mere  vegeta- 
ble subttoncv,  thoroughly  so.— gutxl  description 
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of  the  two — ha,  ha,  hn !  Go  down  to  tlie  Promc- 
niulc,  HJr,  ID  tlic  luorniiigs — you  drink  the  waters, 
sir,  don't  you? — I  hope  tol^do  you  good— you 
sliould  gvt  what  you  nui  out  uf  the  place  !^ 
sec  k11  tl>e  world  in  tlie  moniiiig  before  ten 
o'clock  I — see  all  thv  importalwn  of  Indies  sent 
here  to  tbu  '  marriage  marL'  Yes,  ar,  I  n-'mran- 
bcr  tlie  vainu  faces  two  or  tlirce  years  running ; 
of  no  use  I — no  fortuoe !— *  my  face  is  my  fortune, 
sir,  she  said ' — the  song  says  so,  but  it  won't  do. 
No,  no.  Bob  Kestamy  knows  that,  without  the 
help  iif  hi.t  Latin,  (a  gixid  thing,  hy>th«-by,  a  spice 
of  the  '  iUcra  huniatitores ;'  elegant  learning — 
eh !  Yet  I  may  sport  a  scrap  hem—^cctatum 
veniual,  veniunt  apecteatur  ut  ipsa,'  It  is  all 
Tcry  well  to  look  at  a  pretty  face,  but  one  must 
look  to  the  prettier  oomfJexion  of  the  *aurum 
ptUpainle;''  a  curmudgeon  world  this!  wretched 
tordid  state  of  things— bad  job!   but  gold  hns 
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been  scarce,  siDce  ttie  Age  of  Gold.  Yes,  sir, 
aliamt  cut  your  hair  enough  now,  Mr!  think 
it  will  nwrly  do,  sir— Uie— onr  snip  or  two 
more,  far,  aw)  though  I  say  it,  it  will  then  be 
perfcciion.  Ay,  lir, '  Bob  Restaaiy  a  the  lad  ! ' 
u  my  old  nchoolnmstiT  used  to  say,  a*  he  patted 
f.  on  the  head,  and  prcdicln)  I  should  be  a 
greU  man  in  my  way !  And  when  I  was  valvt 
to  the  young  Count  Guotavo— (a  crota  dog  ihe 
old  count) — a  little  bit  more  clipped  at  the  side, 
or,  for  unifomiity''!(  itake,  tlegantiit  mutA.  Yes 
ar — ay, — as  I  was  saying,  when  I  was  with  the 
young  Count  Gustavo,  Juki  before  that  sad 
affair . . .  .You  know  all  about  it,  nr,  don't  you  I 
the  pinking  buunvss ;  oh,  very  melancholy,  but 
I  »ay  nothing,  for  he  would  not  wish  me  to  say 
any  thing  of  the  matti-r — mn't  tell  where  he  is: 
however,  he  need  never  fear  I  should  let  out 
■Dy  thing!  Mum  is  the  word  with  me!— close 
F  3 
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u  a  ooAch-hoTM-.  My  old  DclKml-m&sler,  God 
bleM  him,  always  u««d  to  say  I  should  make 
a  good  diploiiiatittt  in  my  way,  such  was  my 
diBcretJon.  Well  do  I  rcRKmlxT  him  1  he  wore 
pepper  and  Hilt  galligaskina  and  drab  gaiton, 
iNidcles  oti  )u»  tboefi,  and  a  huge  wiuarc  cuai, 
witli  fln|Mi  like  tlionc  of  a  diiiing-tablc ;  bald 
crown,  peaked  noK  ti{i;>ed  with  purple;  face 
tike  a  raw  bocf-steak.  Cufntal  old  f«ll»w  waa 
he,  old  Joeborne !  think  I  mx  him  now, . .  .I)jd 
you  speak,  sir?... find  him  at  home?  find  Mr. 
Mdmont  at  home?— can't  say,  sir — out  with  tht? 
fair  wi<low  lady,  1  dare  say  nr — great  friends  • 
something  in  the  wind,  at  1  hinted  before  j  but, 
as  I  »y,  'mum'  is  th«  word  with  me;  and 
though  my  services  may  be  required,  all  will 
be  hennetically  sealed.  '  Polto,  tcloUo,  pentieri, 
ittiiti'  OS  tlit-y  say  in  Italy.  I  used  to  say 
that  to  the  young  Count  Guslavo,  whi-n  he 
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■  queMkmed  m*  on  my  secresy  in  taking  Irtiers  to 
^M  thr  Indy..  .but  I  won't  let  out  Iwr  name,  Ihmtgh 
^1  it  isnomntter  now.  Ob,  or,  all  trust  me;  high, 
H  low,  rich,  and  poor,  one  with  another,  as  the 
Scripture  says,  what  would  they  do  without  me  ? 
Bellet  and  blowsaliadaa,  nympha  and  knavt«, 
rouda  and  romance-actors,  <]ut4-l  and  quarrc-lBome, 
wags  and  watn^ruel  drinkers — all  Rock  to  me 
(o  conduct  their  little  conc«m.  Shocking  place 
this,  or  rather  diarming,  I  should  ny,  for 
intrigues — so  secluded — the  walks,  iatebra  dul- 
cet: people  so  brought  togiether  in  boarding 
houses — such  opportunities,  and  some  of  tbem 
gcdden  opportunitie!!,  aa  Sbakspeare  says,  when 

of  my  contriving ^ 

Sir  Jasper  could  sit  no  longer  to  hear  the 

daek  of  this  hair-cutting  daw  of  a  man,  and  the 

operation  he  had  required  being  now  completed, 

,  be  rose  hastily,  and  cut  off  any  further  anoor- 
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KDce  from  this  impertinent  gabble,  whicb,  iadeed, 
bod  only  readied  its  middle  as  the  adveoture  of 
"the  Bear  and  Fiddle"  in  Hudibrao.  Forth 
lie  now  siilli«l  to  look  for  our  l>en>,  the  cbtck  of 
llw  liair-dreMer,  Restamy,  sliU  »i>unding  in  bin 
rars  the  whole  way  up  the  street.  !air  Jaxpc-r 
httd  Dot  gone  far  before  he  met  the  object  uf  his 
tearch ;  he  shook  Mctmuut  by  the  hand,  at  the 
Mmc  tinie  reminding  him  uf  his  promise  to 
recmumend  him  some  eligible  iituation  as  a 
dwelling-place  during  his  stay  in  Chellenliam. 
Our  hero  was  delighted  to  be  of  any  service,  and 
took  him  up  towards  "  Lan»downc,"  at  it  is 
called,  where  Sir  Jasper  iwon  satisfied  himst-lf, 
in  taking  one  of  the  handsoniest  houses  in  the- 
place ;  of  course  Sir  Jasper's  day  was  occupied 
in  removing  Lady  L.  and  Alice  from  the 
hotel  lo  which  they  had  come  on  their  arrival, 
and  in  getting  settled   in   thetr  new  ijuarters. 
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Mvlinont  went  and  lounged  the  da;  away  nt  a 
library  or  tvading-roomi,  where  he  fell  iii  with 
a  imuilMr  of  loungers  tike  tiimself. 

"  Who  was  that  old  gentleman  you  wen- 
walking  past  with,  MeJmont,  a  moment  ago  T 
asked  one  of  his  friimds;  "a  fine  bluff-looking 
uld  fellow,  whoeT»  be  is." 

"  Hiat  wait  Sir  Jasper  Lf.'ntworth,  fantous  in 
tinxa  piui  for  hi&  consequence  on  the  turf." 

"  Ail !  Sir  Jasper,  was  it  ?  The  turf,  thoi^li, 
tuned  out  but  a  bud  bu»ine»  with  him  latterly ; 
Ins  last  failure,  the  effect  of  that  unlucky 
'  ualte,*  must  have  been  fell  by  him  for  some 
timv  after." 

"  Ay,  and  is  now,"  said  Mclmont,  sighing,  n» 
he  thougtit  of  such  H  beautiful  creature  ss  Alice 
having  w  little  of  that  necessary  protaoter  nf 
*female  attraction,'  fortune;  without  which  he 
considered  his  drcuaiktancn  |xi4itivcly  forbade 
him  to  assume  the  fetters  of  matrimony— though 
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anything  like  n  twnliti,  or  wlGnh  feeling  inu  lo 
him  unknown. 

"  What  sort  of  a  looking  man  is  Sir  Jasfwr?" 
ankwJ  anolher  of  the  party  of  loungi-n ; — "  I 
hardly  know  him  by  aght.** 

"  Oh,  you  can't  very  well  mistake  him,"  Mid 
MelmoDt^  smiling,  "  wh«n  you  luvc  once  aeen 
him!"  With  this  he  eontinued  to  f^vc  a  dc- 
svri{Rion  of  the  worthy  knight ;  and  recollecting 
that  our  reader  haii  not  yet  had  a  full  or  saiis- 
(acUjry  portrnil  of  him,  we  will  uBi-r  him  one, 
by  nu  lewi  an  artist  than  our  hero. 

**  Setting  ando  the  important  particulars  in 
which  some  indulge,"  said  Alelmont,  with  a 
humorous  gravity  woriliy  of  Sir  Ja4i>er  him- 
self, "of  stating  precisely  hin  inchos  without 
his  siiocK,  suffice  it  to  say  he  is  nearly  six 
feet,  with  n  handsome  portlincas  and  rotuiHlily 
of  person  —  very  evident  in  thv  proportions 
of  hi*  waistcoat  after  the    second   course    has 
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made  wme  pmgn-M  at  tublc :  his  couole- 
nonce  is  jovinlity  porKODifiwI !  good  humoui' 
beams  in  a  fact)  the  most  '  nibicund  '  — « 
*cry  bcncon  for  the  Rignal  of  conviviality  '■ 
'  Flushed  wiih  a  purple  grace,  be  abows  hi» 
bone«t  face,'  an  Dryden  says  of  Bacchits.  Hl- 
is  thoroughly  <  Engliah'  in  all  his  taste*, 
faabions,  and  predilections;  too  caodJd.  how- 
ever, nod  sensible  lo  be  bigotted  or  preju- 
diced in  favour  of  defect  v  and  abuses  in 
our  foc'ial  or  civil  poUty :  he  »»  the  very 
beau-ideal  of  a  •  bluff,  honest,  hearty  English- 
man.' Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  (hoi  ex- 
cellent  "  thrce-W  "  named  hero  of  North 
Cambria,  would  be  jealous  of  him  >.  be  is 
much  such  another,  tliouj;!)  his  voice  is  pleo- 
santer ;  —  not  to  banter  on  the  rtale  joke 
of  *  bubble  and  squeak,'  it  has  a  fine  sono- 
rous intonation  worthy  lo  utter  the  good  siti- 
arotmts  of  a  liberal   hetul    and    unprejudkvd 
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mind.  Before  the  'light  of  his  cooDlenwice ' 
('  full-orbed '  and  'jona\  as  I  have  dcscribvd  il), 
the  whole  train  of  cn^grim^,  vapours  blue 
devils,  spectres  of  ruin,  pliantotnt  even  iliat 
haunt  the  name  of  *  National  Debt,*  fly  dis- 
comfited !  The  livid  complexion  of  that  ugly 
stranger  from  the  east  —  tlint  imligt^-viMf^'d 
ileniognrguti  cholera,  shiinks  oonfounded  and 
l(oi-|»  its  difttance.  Good-humour,  liy  the  by, 
is  the  best  antidote  to  thv  intrusion  of  thin 
ugly  and  ugly-dispnsilioiicd  exotic.  In  fact. 
Sir  Jasper  is  a  fine  old  Engltith  country  gentle- 
man :  he  lives  now  almost  entirdy  on  bin  estate 
amongst  his  own  ti-nanlry.  If  his  property  has 
b<-en  n  little,  or  even  not  a  little  impaired  by  his 
liorse-racing  projienulies,  his  losses  have  not 
eertainly  had  the  dfect  of  iinibittcriiig  his  life 
with  regrets  or  monuenisM,  or  even  occssional 
melancholy.  Nay,  Sir  Jasper  is  quite  a  phi- 
Ipoopber  in  this  respect— Dwrv  truly  deserving 
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the  name  than  any  other  person  I  know  !  He 
does  not  understand  what  mauDdcring  means ! 
Many  would  have  looked  as  if  they  had  come 
from  the  cave  of  Trophonius,  had  they  been  on 
the  losing  hide  lo  the  amount  he  was.  The  most 
aiiiiising  irnit  of  hi«  (,'huracter— und  it  b  here  that 
be  piqiie«  himself  on  beingphilosophical— U,  that, 
with  what  he  has,  it  in  proper  to 'keep  up  nppCW^ 
atice^'— whichf  in  fact,  he  i»  fully  ahle  to  do,  a> 
beiiu  hiit  name  and  station,  although  not  tbe 
opulent  i>erson  he  was  when  in  jnrliamenl,  and 
had  the  offer  of  a  peerage :  tliiii,  you  are  aware, 
he  refuied.  '  No  new  title*  for  me ! '  xnid  the 
old  knight ;  '  to  be  a  baronet  of  Nova  Scotia  it 
title  enough,  b«ng  that  which  n>y  fathers  bor« 
befon  nw  since  lli«  creation  of  the  dignity.  I 
am  no  great  lover  of  titles  or  hereditary  distinc- 
tions among  men,  tlKfiigh  tlie  question  adniita 
of  argument :  the  title  I  have  is  sufficient  for 
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aw,— and  even  this  much  of  rank  I  would  not  haxe 
coveted  had  it  not  defended  to  tne.  No,  no,  1 
have  little  respect  for  new  digniliev,  Mich  as  wr 
bought — such  «H  buukvrt  are — or  used  to  be — 
buj'tog  c-Tiry  day :  —  to  be  plain  "  Mr."  so-and- 
so,  of  a  good  old  family,  the  generations  perhaps 
traced  from  the  conquest,  would  lie  a  matter  of 
grwiUT  pride  to  me,  and  ronfer  a  greater  feeling 
of  nobility  than  the  new  dignities  bartered  at 
»t  prices !  A  bloody  hand  is  now,  for  the 
iiioM  purl,  a  sign  (tiat  the  persou  who  bears  il 
in  his  coat  armour  hii«  had  hiti  fingers  grubbing 
in  the  prolilic  mud  of  tin'  Exchange  all  his  life. 
Pshaw!— Q  peentgL — I'll  none  on'l.'  Sotbe  stout 
Sir  Jasper  rcuwns  in  (I)l>  spirit  uf  independence, 
much  in  the  vein  of  ifan)]>dei)  of  old,  as  It  is 
said.  Yea,  so  spoke  the  brave  Sir  Ja»pcr,  while 
the  pride  of  the  miniMer  was  greatly  mortified  t 
But  you  would  be  much  amused  with  hii  phi- 
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Io(io|>)iKal  reasons  for  th«  maintenance  <^  his 
fftTOurite  rule  of  uction,  nnincly,  keeping  up 
appoarances.  Hr  argun,  that  however  rciilly 
bolloM'  ue  inHtiRicicnt  n  mini's  dreumgunce!)  m«y 
l>c,  yet  that  n  deetmt  6giirc  nittst  always  be  krpi 
up  in  tlic  cvM  of  the  vorld.  This  kind  of  honest 
Traud,  or  rather  amiable  disguise,  be  oonsiden 
not  otdy  right  but  charitable,  inaamuch  as  it 
conduces  to  the  bappinet«  oi  bfe ;  for  by  its 
avoidance  of  all  that  b  di.sc(iiiragiii{;  in  ap]R>ar- 
ance,  people  are  put  in  good  humour  with  a 
man,  and  society  goes  on  agreeably ;  ihe  damp 
that  would  otherwise  be  cast  on  the  mind  is 
prevented ;  and  besidc!)  tliia,  the  selfishness 
loo  much  inlierent  in  human  nature  of 
displaying  one's  own  gricrances  and  causes  of 
annoyance,  is  repressed  and  subdued  instead  of 
whining  out  its  tale  to  tlic  end  of  n  long  catalogue 
of  ill*,  to  make  Ibow  about  uk  a»  n-rctdwd  as 
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ounclveson  saxjunt  of  the  sympatb;' which  we 
sel6shly  requiiv  of  them. 

"  Sucli  it  the  philosophy  of  my  friend.  Sir 
Jusper.  Vqu  we  he  does  not  maintain  a  theory 
without  exemplifying  it  by  rational  uml  bene- 
ficial practice— as  is  the  fashion  with  the  [x>h'- 
lical  economy  school.  Such  b.  his  phiIu)io|>hy, 
I  say,  and  his  practice — such  is  hi«  [>onnut. 
Take  him  alt  in  all,  where  will  ynii  find  a 
better  model  for  imilution  ?  you  may  find 
many  a  worse." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


A   MT  fl*  J.   ttOltAL.      /.H   AIBIHO   VOWAUK   MtWILU. 


Chant;  cat«re  ■  moltitiuJf  of  tia^ 

St.  ?a«%. 


"  And,  now.  Lady  L«ntw»it)),"  aid  Sir 
Jasper,  aAcr  they  fount]  ihvmsclvps  H-ttUtl  in 
iheir  uew  quartern,  "  vfe  must  let  ihc  old  cnr- 
riagc  have  8ome  rest  after  its  fatigue ;  vii-ily  it* 
old  limbft,  or  rather  old  timbers,  have  need  of 
repQM  !    WofuUy  did  they  complain  throughout 
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the  joumc)-,  if  one  may  to  tntprprrt  the  creaking 
of  the  wheels,  springs,  (»utl)  a»  titi'y  are ! )  antl 
axle !  a  moumful  coiu-en  it  was ;  and  I'm  jture 
has  successfully  ^ileaded  with  nx-  to  give  the  old 
family-piece  some  rest — ottum  cum  digniiate ! " 

"  Most  asf^iimlly,^  euid  Lady  L.,  ainusixl 
Kt  her  lord's  feeliog  oratory  in  bdialf  of  the 
piece  of  dontestic  lumber;  "its  petition  shall 
certainly  W  granted  ;  it  need  not  dread  a 
refusal.  The  new  carriage  has  been  sent  down, 
has  it  not  ?" 

*•  Ye*,  ye»»  all  due  appearances  are  saved ; — 
look  out  at  tht  window— what  see  you  ?  " 

"  Oh,  that  i»  the  carriage  they  have  sent ! — 
well,  I  like  it  very  well — it  is  a  bhtchka,  I  see!  " 

**  Yes,  don't  you  like  that  kind  of  carriage  to 
drive  about  tilts  fine  weather?  Alice,  don't 
you  like  it?" 

"  Very    much,"    replied    Alice;   when,   in 
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the  midst  of  this  survey  of  (he  britchka,  in 
nralkt'd  our  hen>.  Site  hluiJwd,  perhaps  sur- 
prised at  tlie  uiddenneM  of  hiH  entry, — his  eye 
caught  hers  the  first  in  the  room. 

"Howiioyoti,  SirJasfwr? — Lady  Lcolworth. 
I  hope  you're  nry  vrell, — I  hope  you're  not 
fJUigued,  Misa  Lentworth,  «rilh  dancing  ves- 
terday  eveniDg  ? — a  very  uiee  hall  we  hnd." 

"  Very  nice,  iudeed ! "  »aid  Ali«;  "  wiy  well 
aitvodi-d," — her  voice  somewhat  confused,  as 
Melmont  tliought,  —  (The  road^  reoiembcrb 
tfaey  had  hcra  partiK-rs.) 

**  I  uuat  you  Uke  this  situation  ? "  he  utd 
to  Lady  L,,  seoming  as  if  he  tri«d  to  take 
refuge  in  some  other  subject  from  an  embar- 
nusmmi  h«  felt  aK  well  a*  Alice. 

"Very  inudi;  I  think  this  Lansdowne  the 
most  cUgiUc  situutiun  in  the  place;  it  Js  ta 
euy  dittBDce,  too^  to  the  PromeDade." 
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<    **  I  tliouglil  jou  «TOul(l  like  iu" 

"  I'm  sure  vre  are  miivh  inttcblcil  to  you  for 
rvcominendii^  it  to  us,"  said  I^y  L. 

"  Come,  Mr.  Mclmfsit,"  rxclaimcd  Sir  .la»- 
per,  **  I  we  you  have  your  hone  at  the  door— 
you  shall  nccampiuiy  uk  out,  if  rou  will;  it  't% 
fine  at  prcsctil,  sntl  we  xliail  Ih*  huppj  if  you  will 
make  our  route  your  own." 

-MWith  great  pltniuire,"  wdd  Melinont;  bo 
offeriDg  hia  ann  to  Lady  L.,  he  luuiiU-<l  her 
down  stairs,  and  into  the  caniage.  Alice  nxle 
on  Fairy,  the  pnlfrvy  already  mcntioni'd,  before 
the  party  left  LonHrorth.  Tohy  acted  at 
grooiD,  on  a  Itorse  that  pranced  about  an  much 
as  was  requisite.  Sir  Jasper  got  into  the 
britchka  with  Lady  L.,  in  order  to  aec  if  it 
went  easily,  instead  of  riding  his  "roadster," 
which  he  pcrmiltod  to  »harc  in  (he  rcpuer  of  the 
old  carnage.    So  off  woiit  lh«  parly  in  iha 
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direction  of  the  gardens  at  Pittvilk^  Aldroont 
riding  by  Alice's  .side. 

"  V«ry  Deatly  laid  out,  those  gardens!* 
obMTTcd  Ahcc  to  hct  compaiiioti,  as  they  now 
canic  to  them. 

"  Everybody  nii:$t  think  thi»  place  sgrceabU; 
but  tlu?  proprivior."  said  Melmont- 

'  Nay !  that  is  hard  upon  him  ! "  said  Alice. 
'  Why,  I  should  think,  valuing  a  gcxKi 
iKgnn  at  the  rate  a  lawyer  (as  I  am  told) 
is  paid  for  giving  one,  vis,,  one  pound,  there 
are  sixty  thousand  reasons  why  the  pro- 
prietor should  dislike  it :  for  as  many  pounds 
have  been  auok  unprotitably  in  it— so  they 
«y." 

"  Tnily  he  haa  no  reaMn  indeed  to  like  U ; 
but  I  hope  pc»]ite  will  liBTc  tastr  enough  to 
appreciate  his  exertions  and  the  bcsuty  of  tbia 
spot,  and  not  leave  it  disregarded  and  desoUto, 
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—a  mere  blank  for  spirited  but  unrortunate 
Hpeculalion  to  repent  its  projectR  over." 

It  was  tlius  tlte  lovers  clwlted,  )>CAting  about 
tl]e  biuh  u{  topics  yet  more  interestitt^  than 
tliow  vbich  the  spot  before  them  gave  riKC  to ; 
M>  to  turn  from  the  lottery  of  fpectilutioQ  and  its 
KMnance,  to  the  romanee  of  another  de«cription 
—not  of  the  head  but  the  lieart — the  conrer- 
mlion  now-  wandered  back  to  the  party  of  tlic- 
preccdiof:  evening,  in  which  IVtcImoiit  and  his 
fair  companion  had  danced  together,  and  hod 
been  inseparable  parlnent.  They  rode  some 
little  way  before  the  carriage,  and  the  (xmver- 
satMin  rouo  became  ntgrv  interesting  <as  it  U 
called)  tliaii  our  hero  had  at  lirsl  tfiuught  be 
would  have  permitted  it  to  be;  but  he  found 
he  loved  the  person  to  whom  be  spokv  too  much 
to  be  able  long  to  speak  coolly,  or  keep  up  a 
constraint  bis  heart  rejected.     In  fact,  one  thiog 
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leading  to  another,  he  made  an  avowal  of  fata 
intere«t  in  Iwr ;  ao<l,  by  tbc  embarra^iment  she 
bctrajed  in  the  c»l(iur  that  <*  cani«  and  went"  on 
her  fair  cheek,  the  broken  nnswcrs  she  retunMd, 
and  the  hesitating  voice  in  which  they  were 
(Iclivem),  it  may  be  supposed  tl>e  avowal  ws> 
not  made  to  one  who  was  insen^ble  of  it. 
Tliey  hod  unconsciDUsly  fallen  into  so  iJow  a 
pMV  now,  that  they  found  tl»c  britchka  at  tbetr 
hccU,  and  both  were  glad  to  turn  aside  from 
the  delicate  subject  tliat  had  rngixMscd  them,  to 
the  first  object,  however  iriviul,  that  pnvcnted 
itself.  Sud)  waa  not  wanting  on  the  preteni 
occasion.  A  poor  little  girl  waa  Hilling  crying 
by  the  roadside,  for  whom  Alice's  interest  was 
awakened  ;  and  accordingly,  with  an  cxpreanon 
of  consolation,  acoompanicd  by  MeluMnt,  abo 
rode  up  to  the  child,  who  was  of  an  exceedingly 
pr«tty  and  intcrcfrtiag  countenance,  but  forlorn, 
a  « 
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desolate,  and  tattered  enough  to  have  won  tlic 
heart  of  that  ancient  chrcmicler  of  rags  and 
wretiohedncm,  Euripirfe*  himxelf:  lihe  wan  a$ 
miserable  a»  the  whole  family  of  the  ilcracltdip 
put  lojfrther,  and  was  crying  the  '*  very  eyes  out 
other  head,"  aa  the  phrase  goes. 
'  "  What  is  the  matter,  little  girl?  "  said  Mcl- 
mont.  After  a  pause,  the  child  not  being  able 
u>  an«arer  for  ciying,  he  repeated  tl»e  que*. 
t»on— "  My  <Iear,  what  iit  the  matter  ?  Dry  up 
your  (cars  and  tell  mc  all  about  it, — whatever  it 
may  be.  Perhaps  the  child  has  been  begg|i»g,* 
he  added,  to  Alice,  **  ami  has  not  been  suc- 
ccMfiil,  and  is  afraid  to  return  to  it«  parents, 
who  have  w-nt  it  out  to  beg ;  or  she  may  "ht 
crying  thu«  tragically  atwut  an  apple  or  piece  of 
gingerbread,  filched  from  her  by  some  little 
rival  Tagalxwfl."  However,  these  were  not  the 
vauMw  of  Utc  child's  distress,  as  appeared  on  her 
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becoming  more  padJied,  when  she  gave  the  too 
frequent,  Uic  often  too  just  account  of  "  th« 
(lettttulion  of  her  mother,  and  her  own  stat£  »f 
ilarvaticm ;  which  condition  waa  entailed  by  the 
ureet  of  her  father  for  a  debt  of  six  hundred 
pounds.  She  stated  that  her  parent  was  a  re- 
Hpotloble  tradesman ;  that,  up  to  the  time  of  this 
arrest,  he  had  flourished,  and  nutioUiincd  his 
Gimily  rcsfiecliibly ;— that  cvL-ryiliing  tic  iiad  was 
now  seined,  hin>«clf  in  gaol,  iind  licr  mother  and 
btrrsclf  without  dotht-s,  or  a  morsel  to  support 
nature."  cl» 

Lady  L/s  carriage  had  now  como  up  to  the 
spot  where  the  child  stood,  while  jUicc  and  our 
hcfo  were  lisleuing  to  her  ulo  of  distrcM.  htuiy 
L-,  after  the  carriage  had  stopped,  obt*rvetl, 
she  thought  ih*s  knew  the  child's  fvatum. 
"  What  is  your  name,  inj-  dear?"  iheasjied. 
.  "  Minton,"  waa  the  reply. 
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"  I  do  believe  h  is  the  samel  What  arc 
your  parentH  ?  " 

*  **  My  father  kept  a  *  fancy  ihop '  in  London, 
Tor  all  kinds  of  fumiturc,  china,  and  fancy 
things." 

"  Then  th«y  nuisl  be  the  same !  "  said  Lady 
L.,  turning  to  Sir  Jasper ;  "  this  comes  of  our 
'  keeping  up  appearances ! '  I  fear  the  six  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  default  of  paying  which  this 
family  is  suffering,  arc  a  debt  incurred  by  me 
for  various  things — trifle*,  many  of  them — by 
way  of  assisting  to  furnish  the  bouse  during  our 
slay  in  town.  I  had  quite  forgoiten  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  debt,  or  having  been  asked 
to  p«y  it ! " 

Sir  Jasper  looked  surprised.  Being  a  bene- 
volent man,  he  fully  sympathised  with  Ijidy 
L.  in  her  cxnkctd  thai  any  distress  should 
liave  been  oocanoned  by  their  joint  thought- 
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Icasncss  or  extravagance ;  and  though  he  did  not 
ouitfiRpkte  any  great  satisfaction  to  bi«  pocket 
in  Miisfviiig  this  hcavjr  demaiKl,  yet,  as  hu 
ooDScienve  would  be  satisJicd,  he  deli-nninvd 
upon  justice  being  done,  and  amende  made  ra 
the  poor  family  for  its  misfortune.  Lady  I.. 
dwlarcd  site  »lioutd  not  be  happy  until  tbt 
(«th«r  waa  released  from  prison,  and  the  mother 
had  oMistaiicc  and  utrc :  for,  though  inclined  to 
bi:  expc-niuvc,  nny,  cvm  rxtravagant  and  thoughu 
Ims  as  to  pxpensc,  slie  wot  a  person  of  escclleot 
feeiiog  when  the  touchstone  that  was  to  try  her 
•ooipaKiooatc  qualities  was  applied ;  otlierwi«e 
abc  permitted  herself,  as  a  general  habit  of 
auild,  to  think  too  little  of  consequences  in  any 
thing  she  did  i  and  tliv  re»ult  of  her  own  cxtro- 
in  the  present  instance  was  the  Very 
!  lul  tbing  she  should  ever  have  drt^invd  of.  A*  it 
wai,  nhe  wasamuous  to  make  as  »peedy  a  repara- 
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Uon  as  might  be.  Toby  was  coniiniflsionni  to 
lake  charge  of  the  child  and  bring  it  back  to 
Cbdtenham,  from  which  it  had  waodcred  aloDg 
the  rond  crying  and  l>egging;  meantime  the 
coochtnnn  was  ordered  to  drive  to  the  placv 
where  the  child  said  her  mother  was.  Upon 
reaching  the  houM',  I.ady  I-.  went  herself  to  see 
the  poor  woman,  not  content  with  a  mi-re  inquiry 
after  her.  She  came  just  in  time  to  witness  the 
fata)  result  of  a  thoug}itl(«uicss  which  she  did  hut 
4liarc  in  common  with  a  multitude  of  others, 
as  to  mattors  of  expense,  yet  not  often  with  ran- 
Rvquence*  to  unhappy.  The  poor  woman  hnd 
lieen  so  broken  down  by  grief  at  the  diHtreM  of 
her  husband,  wont  of  care  and  sustenance,  that 
nature  was  unable  to  rally.  Everything,  however, 
that  the  emergency  of  the  esse  admitted,  wu 
administered:  medica)  aid  and  proper  nounsb- 
nKnt  were  immediately  supplied ; — but  it  was  ill 
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ID  vain— this  victim  of  ilUfurtune  had  aufferetl 
more  thaa  her  strength  could  bear '.  Sh« 
expired, — unconscious,  or  acarcelj'  coDsdous  of 
what  was  att€n){ited  to  be  done  for  lier. 

Lady  L.  aitd  the  whole  party  vrcre  quite 
bhoctied  and  miscrabic  at  this  tmgic  *'  jMissage" 
in  ih«  draiuaof  thcday.  TTie  least,  die  felt,  she 
could  do  waii  to  take  upon  hcndf  the  rare  and 
support  of  the  child ;  while  Sir  Jasper  lost  no 
dmv  ID  giving  hit!  bond  for  the  payment  of 
Million's  debt— which  wa»  indov<l  his  own— to 
the  creditors.  1'he  man  was  speedily  released 
trom  prison;  and  Sir  Jasper,  not  content  with 
making  thus  far  reparation  for  what  be  had 
unintentionally  caused  him  totulTer,  made  him 
fartlivr  ameuda  by  putting  hiui,  reiii-frei^  into  a 
stnall  cottage  with  a  few  acres  of  land  round  it, 
that  juttt  then  became  vacant  on  the  property  at 
J.cntwurth,  in  consequence  o(  the  dtiath  uf  un 
G  3 
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M  dotntstlc  who  had  enjoy«d  tbeoe  pKiniws  till 
Healh,  as  s  reward  fur  (wM  services.  jj 

11  As  for  little  AgntVt—Huirh  was  the  chiM's 
tisme,  —  her  bthvr  joyfully  ooiiKent«d  to  ber 
being  admitted  into  her  IndyNliip'n  family,  which 
the  was,  to  be  taken  care  of  till  ibe  uould  be 
sent  to  n  good  wlioolj  where  she  might  receive  a 
proper  education  for  her  station  in  life. 
^  With  rcs^t  to  the  moral  with  which  thi> 
ebapter  is  >piced,  we  must  just  remark,  that  if 
the  instances  of  our  worthy  '*  knigfal's"  maxim 
of  *'  keeping  up  appearances"  have  heea  httlierto 
nfaown  in  humorous  examples  aluoe,  in  how 
Liiy  could  it  be  shown  of  a  nature  as  meJaiN 
vholy  as  that  which  the  above  chapter  exhibitB  ■. 
In   how  many  instanoee   oould  the   bitter  and 


*  llere  tbc  lul^cct  irf  "debcor  and  ociUlar"  NigHtt  to 
OMiihlcnulan,  thit  It  It  not  Ibc  Ant  who  U  liguivd  bj  cruelty, 
bM  often  ibc  iMt,  ud  ttnidi  more  Mt  ''. 
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fatal  remilu  of  thoughttc»nc«»  and  cxtnvag&nee 
be  (ihowu,  wiltMUl  the  rtnlcvtning  virtue  of  com- 
pcauon,  which  is  pictunxl  at  strongly  in  Sir 
Jasper  and  Lady  Lentvorth  as  that  of  the 
Icrity  thot  originally  occa)ii<u>ed  its  exerdse. 
How  many  are  base  and  hard-hearted  enotij^ 
eren  to  ridkule  the  idea  of  entertaining 
the  feeling,  the  compunction,  the  oompassioQ, 
•hieh  we  haTC  oopecial  pride  and  jrfensure  in 
exhibiting  to  the  credit  of  the  characters  we  were 
pourtrayiDg '.  The  mind  is  little  to  be  envied 
that  can  boa»t  of  being  uneonoemed  al  the  misery 
often  occasioned  by  heedless  Itixury.  Nothing 
ihowa  delicacy  of  mind,  good  taste,  and  good 
breeding,  ao  much  as  being  able  to  place  our< 
selvei  in  the  poaitioa  of  others,— to  act  witit 
forbcsranoe,— not  to  permit  the  wantomMas  of 
oar  indulgence  to  run  riot  to  the  aacriGce  of  the 
happiness  and  credit  of  those  who  are   in   a 
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buubltr  tfJhett  of  ]if«  thi^  6urw1v««.  Vulgar 
callous  minds  conaiiler  that  this  want  of 
^xmsidpraiion  is  the  height  of  "  breeding,*'  (as 
tbey  would  miB-aU)  il,)  and  the  sam  souci  <rf 
K6nemc»t; — ^fnr  fnmi  it — to  occuioD  distivsii 
fnd  cainmity  hccdlvssly  is  dishonourable;  and 
whsltn'cr  itt  a  breach  of  the  delicate  nenie  of 
honnur,  in  any  branch  of  itH  consideration,  u  a 
defect  in  propriety  of  conduct,  in  good  hrtedinff, 
aod  good  tssU!,~is  wortliy  only  of  the  w«ak, 
the  vulgar,  th«  fordid,  and  the  ricJous.  Nothing 
\i  more  truly  disgusting,  perhaps,  than  *'  selfish- 
ness,"— the  being  unable  to  appreciate  the  feel- 
ings of  others, — to  be  indilTerent  to  them,  eithcr 
in  trifling  wilh  tlmn  at  the  [trcK-nt  n>omn)t, 
or  in  meanly  scorning  to  soothe  them  after  we 
have  wounded  ihcm.  Many  indulge  in  a  coarse 
and  brutal  jest  on  the  subject,  and  if  they  han.- 
done  an  injury  to  parties  weaker  tlian  themselves, 
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pretend  to  quiet  tbeir  roncicnccs  m  all  tfac  pndr 
of  an  absurd  sne«r,  by  giving  sontctliing  away  in 
another  quarter ;— occaskming,  perlups,  the  ruiti 
of  a  poor  family  in  one  quarter,  and  giving 
sooMtbing  to  a  "charity*'  in  another!  Vetily, 
irui-  charity  "vovcni  a  multitude  of  nns.''  but 
not  in  tim  instance,  nor  in  this  cpirit.  The  wo- 
tencu  juHt  dtnd,  loan  its  beauty  and  ita  pith 
when  it  is  uttervd  by  the  basLT  charactor  we  an- 
BOW  pourtrayii^.  in  the  dvfumiity  and  guilt  o( 
ftSDBer. 


Ill' 
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CHAPTER  X. 

„,,4»KT1X0    AXD   COltXa   a0O»— "  CBAIUtTUS. 
MOKE    CMAHACTIJU.'' 


A&d  thai  thtj  cli>tt«il — mta;  •  ^j  concrit 
Bandi«],  vilb  jusC  remark,  )rrt  pltaMot,  ipic'd. 

*TuK  tune  of  Alice's  beauty  had  bv  tlii* 
time  xprcnd  nil  over  the  pUcc;  she  was  the 
uni venal  subject  of  inti-rrst  niid  flatttrring 
rcniBrk.  Mdmont,  vbcn  lie  Doxt  joined  the 
table  d^kAte  at  hU  boarding-houM,  hvard  her 
kpnken  of  u  the  great  object  of  attraction  with 
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tacit  pride,  to  feci  tliat  be  possessed  ber  affections. 
Ambition,  however,  being  a  rdgning  pomon 
witli  bim,  it  was  not  without  a  certain  coofljct 
[in  hi>  breast,  that  he  returned  to  a  coiiTcmtion 
«itb  Mrs.  Angus; — her  foritinc  would  have 
promoted  views,  wbicb  he  panted  to  mditfe — a 
return  to  parliament— and  an  ind(.-(>ondrDcc  Trom 
all  passible  mischief  ensuing  from  tlie  mslevolcnov 
of  La  Marre.  These  were  congderations  which 
made  him  feel  that,  in  binding  bimaelf  to  Alice, 
he  was  giving  tip  the  dictates  of  prudence  to 
t)ie  impulse  of  afiVctioo.  However,  in  deSaDce 
of  the  sonlidness  of  the  world  and  its  maxion, 
he  gloried  in  showing  his  contetnpt  for  it,  and 
being  somewhat  'romantic,' — that  is,  following 
the  dictates  of  affection,  whidi  is  sneered  at 
under  the  name  of  romance, — he  soon  crushed  alt 
struggle  on  the  score  of  Ikf rs.  Angus**  fortune. 
They  were  conversing  about  Alice,  who  was  the 
general  theme  of  adminitioD. 


)S€  otrr  OF  towh; 

<*  She  CTcn  eclipses  the  exaltcil  duchess  who 
is  here,  m  far  lu  interest  i«  concerned,"  Mtd 
^lelraont. 

'*  Vis,  (hat   does  she,"  replied  0*Callag)tan, 

"  notwilhsundiiig  her  grace  due*  show  s»  bmvcly 

in  her  diautonds." 

"  DiaiiHiDds  may  daxxle  ihe  nght,  but  Mim 

It 

Lent\k'ortli'&  eye«  dazzle  tlie  )>cnrt !" 

"  Ah,  ye  say  rightly,  Misthcr  Mclmunt,  do 
jl !  Huppy  man  are  yc,  lu  know  the  Indy  so 
well  as  ye  do  I" 

f*'.¥ou  know  the  Leiitworths  well,  du  you 
not  ?"  aslted  the  fair  widow,  slightly  colouring, 
as  she  spoke,  at  perceiving  tltc  interest  Melnioai 
seemed  to  take  in  live  i'.ur  subject  tif  the  prrsent 
remarks. 

O'CaUaghan,  who,  we  have  already  hinted, 
was  a  tacit  admirer  of  the  "widow,"  and 
only  watched  for  an  opjwrtunity  of  Incoming 


an   avowed   one,   wa»,  of  course,  not   n  liul« 
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pleaacd  to  think  that  he  was  Uk«iy  now  to  get 
rid  of  so  fomiidoble  a  rival,  whom  tie  cotitd 
tolerably  well  discern  to  be  quite  captivnli-d 
by  this  superior  beauty. 

"  My  personal  acquaintance  with  thv  Lent- 
wonhs  is  not  very  long."  replied  Mclifioat.  to 
the  nbove  inquiry  of  Mrs.  Angus;  "I  ((now 
Sir  Jasper  chiefly  as  being  an  old  friend  of  my 
father's." 

**  You  danced  with  Miss  Lentworth  at  the  ball 
last  Tuesday,  did  you  not  ?"  asked  Mr«.  Angus. 

"Yea;  she  moves  like  a  divinity — it  is  the 
vory  poetry  of  motion  !" 

"  Indeed,  you  pay  her  a  compliment !" 

*•  It  shall  be  a  vary  just  one,  faith  ! "  inter- 
posed CCallaghan ;  "  Misther  Melmont'i  a 
man  of  taste!" 

••  I  oever  paid  that  compliment  to  any  other 
human  being  I  ever  «aw  dance,  but  the 
Taglioni  benwlf." 
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"  Wlial  did  yow  ttiink  of  Mi»  Holli*  ?- 
I'^Shem  conudvrcd  to  drvss  in  great  taste,** 
said  Mn.  Angus,  not  unwilling  to  turn  tb^ 
channel  of  remark  from  a  pt^rum  Kh«  nuher- 
r^rdni  as  u  rival  in  «ngr()i9in{;  the  attention 
nf  our  h«ro,  to  wlinm  U  has  been  plain  vnotigh 
to  the  reader,  nhe  had  not  been  indifTerent  for 
■iome  time;  for  if  we  lisve  »cen  her  heretofore 
taking  the  opposite  wide  to  our  hero  in  oonversa- 
tion,  in  the  general  re&ult  &he  certainly  aded 
with  him — in  liking  him  better  than  uny  other 
person  who  paid  her  attention. 

Mehikont  expressed  surprise  at  the  remark 
of  Mn.  Angm,  complimentary  to  the  dress  of 
this  Miss  Hullis. 

%  *''  Ooo't  jou  adntire  her  head  -  dress,  i  la 
GraiMf 

"  What,  as  suited  to  the  figure  of  the 
wearer?  90  unekuucally  awkward?"  <i( 
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"Don't  you  like  it?" 

"A  Greek  head  upon  Ootliic  shoulders! 
that  is  all  I  con  tay  for  it!— judge  whether 
I  like  it.  You  aliouU)  look  ul  Miiw  I^ntwortbif 
you  wish  to  GOO  a  fine  figure,  and  one  worthy 
of  a  da^coi)  laiid-dri'ss !  ^^Iiat  a  pity  it  is 
people  can't  understand  vhat  be&t  suits  theni 
indma.*' 

"  You  soctn  mudi  coptivated  with  Misa 
Lent  worth."  j 

**  I  was  rdcrring  you  to  her,  an  an  exeniplifi- 
cation  of  good  taate.  How  many  penaaa, 
female  as  wdl  as  nial«,  would  look  really  well, 
if  they  would  but  wear  what  U  moKt  suited  to 
tlieir  aj>|)carnnce,  figure,  lidght,  ooniplesion; 
but  in  striving  to  bv  in  what  they  call  in 
the  •  mode,'  they  cruelly  mar  God's  work  in 
their  own  imnges !  and  instead  of  appearing 
like    decent    Christians,    and    well-conditioned 
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wiUial,  louV  like  mad  masiiueradcfs,  scarecrows, 
and  dressed  up  apes  ! " 

"  What,  are  you  such  ao  oppooent  to  tbo 
ttyle  of  the  day  !  I  thought  you  wer«  tbt  very 
pink  of  what  was  eomme  U  Jaul!  an  authority 
on  thfi  uibject ! "  ••■ 

^  "  I  am  otily  an  envmy  to  the  *  fasbion/  aa 
it  i»  caUcd,  whvti  it  tend*  merely  to  disfigure  ■ 
penoo,  and  render  liinti  or  her,  ridiculous; 
m«*t  espfcially  in  the  case  of  ladiea,  fin-,  from 
the  rospeet  and  love  I  bear  (he  srx,  it  grieves  tne 
more  to  see  them  diseotitJc  themselvra  to  iho»c 
wortliy  attributes  of  admiration  and  respect)* 
whieb  arc  tlidr  rety  birthright  and  *  fe«- 
liniple^  (ft«  litvycru  »ay,)  from  us  (heir  viunls— • 
men.  As  to  myself,  as  you  have  honourMl  m* 
bfH '{wnonal  appeal,  1  am  always  glad  to 
Gonfomi  to  the  fnsliion  when  it  suits  me,  and 
makes  mc  look  nieivly  IxcomiDg;  for  I  consider 
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it  the  duly  otcvvry  one  to  paj-  alt  ivgant  to  his 
person,  so  oa  lo  make  himself  as  decent, — a» 
aitractive  as  possible ;  it  is  a  debt  he  owett  u> 
dnUwd  life  and  to  eooet}*,  as  much  so  at 
fo]rperf,  coxcombry,  aud  efleminacy  should  he 
uToided  ta  contemptible :  and  wben  I  find  the 
lixtinfT  fn»liion  does  not  answer  tht-t  object,  I 
take  a  style  adopted  by  my  own  taste,  and 
luire  m  not  a  few  instances  been  fUiltcrud  by 
seeing  it  followed  by  others."  '*' 

**  Vou  are  <]uite  a  critic  in  matters  of  taste, 
we  all  know,"  said  Mrs.  Angus.  Meantime 
O'Callaghan  stnrcd  si  our  hero.  The  Irishman, 
indeed,  had  cksIkiI  notioitx  of  Mvlniont'K  bring 
ft  **iliun  uf  fashion,"  as  he  called  it,  aud  the 
ludicrous  air  witicli  the  awe  of  the  Fattaoder 
now  imparted  to  him,  would  have  amusod  the 
sourest  of  the  sour.  ■*"■ 

"  W  hat  think  vou  of  the  herd  of  visiters  here?" 
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.1'  «  Why,  that  there's  a  great  crowd  of  tliem, 

and  some  few  wlw  pasg " 

"  There  are  not  many  disUngve  lookinfi 
persons,'"  rejoined  the  widow. 

J'  "Very  few  indeed:  U  ia  stir^riMug  how  few 
one  OTcr  sees  any  whvrc !  those  who  bear  that 
lofty,  intelligent,  and  digoiAcd,  yet  chute 
demeanour  combined,  that  awes  vulgar  people, 
and  creates  liking  and  respect  in  all  minds.'" 

"  What  think  ye  of  the  iiarty  we  see,  g;inL*raily 
spaking,  oil  the  Promenade'?"  inieffiosed  OT'aila- 
ghaii. 

'•  "  I  think,'"  said  Melmont,  *'  that  if  there  am 
some  very  respectable  looking  people,  there  is 
uIm  a  vast  maaa  of  the  rubbish  of  humanity 
ai  well;  and  if  you  wiitied  to  stock  a  Zoological 
Garden  at  Cheltenham,  there  are  |Jenty  of 
outlandish  looking  animals  to  assist  in  effecting 
the  undertaking  " 
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I,  *'  Faith,  ye'll  be  Kitirirol,  MUlh«r  MeliiMiiic, 
mid  I  know  iioOiiii);  mure  imuiiing  than  u  lilUe 
innocent  quiutinj;  anvr  all !" 

**  So  as  then  U  no  ill  oatuiVi"  utiKwered 
Mvlmont ;  "bcKidvStit  is  all  fair,  quizzing  r  little 
by  w«y  or  rvlRliiilinii ;  for  ev«ry  nuin  must 
stand  the  chaiice  of  being  quizxMl  by  tome  one 
or  ottier,  who  ix  citJicr  jculou*,  ur  does  not 
approve  of  bim." 

"  Ob,  there  is  no  hanu  in  it,  as  long  lu  gnoil- 
honiour  is  not  lost  sight  of,"  said  Mrs.  Ajigu*. 

"  I  always  wisli  lo  be  good-humoured,"  aiw 
iwcred  Melnioni,  '*  even  in  return  for  itl-natured 
ridicule  on  die  part  of  others;  for,  to  tTL-at 
their  remarks  seriaunly,  and  show  onciwUf  hurt, 
would  only  be  to  give  furcv  to  them,  and  6atter 
thuK  who  meant  to  give  oilcncc:  by  laughiitg 
with  them,  mid  at  uiivM-lf,  one  blunts  the  edge 
of  their  shafls." 
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"  Naji  ye  spake  like  a  wise  man,  and  a 
tfaoTOUgh  chmtiao  into  the  bargain;  for  my 
part,  I  care  not  who  quixzes  me,"  continued 
O'CaUagban,  pulling  up  his  hugecollars,  till  they 
iMHU-ly  ruichct)  his  eyet ;  "  people  are  wekonie  to 
amuse  themselves  at  my  rxpanae  if  they  will. 
To  create  amusement  is  d<nng  some  good  to 
Miciety;  and  it  is  all  fair,  for  I  never  go  on  the 
[Vmienade  nithuut  indulging  myself  in  a  little, 
good-hunioiiml  plrattantry,  faith  it's  true."  (By- 
tlie-liy,  CCallaghan  always  used  to  go  doWti 
lo  live  Promenade  in  ili«  niomiDg  witli  the  h(^ 
of  folhng  ill  with  Mr^  Angus  and  paying  her 
attention.) 

*' Ah,  1  ihougiit  I  saw  you  ihvrc  tlw  other 
evening,  at  the  hi»t  niuMCAl  promenade;  yoa 
lotdced  as  if  you  had  lost  tomethiog." 

**  Yes,  faith  had  I  !  In  walking  np  from  the 
str«vt  lo  the  I'nitiienade',  I  found  thM  my 
-wckct  lud  been  pic^ivd ! " 
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**  Tou  seemed  in  a  quandary;  and  olxin-nng 
jou  pul)  yoiir  pocket  abotn  m,  I  watt  tn  doubt 
whether  yo«ir  |x>ck(it  haA  tiecn  picked,  or 
vliPtbor  voii  were  picking;  a  quarrel  wiiti  jotir 
pocket'"  -=^ 

•«ShaI)  Ildl  fcniliowii  wa8?''8BidO'CalIa■ 
ghaIl,  opening  wide  hiw  grt(»cf>rrry  eyes  as  if  he 
hod  something  im|x>nant  to  relate.  '* 

**  How  ?  "  answered  Melmont,  erindng  as 
mucli  interest  in  his  manner  ami  enunciation  of 
the  monoayllahle  as  he  ooiild. 

"  Why,  I'll  JMi  tell  ye  now  :  as  I  wan  coining 
frwii  tile  utrwt,  d'ye  sec,  up  to  tin-  ppomennde, 
I  saw  a  fellow  with  a  tiiiitcope,  m  I  timught 
I'd  have  a  peep  at  the  moon,  and  see  if  I  oould 
diskiver  any  of  the  turnpike  roads,  and  hill»  and 
lakei;  on  its  surboe,  ay  and  tiinptes  that  the 
German  stwgazent  say  ihey  can  tee;  and  liad 
luck  lu'eni,  a  pack  of  rcxnancers,  for  bninbomtltng 
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inc  so !  for  I  got  my  pocket  picked  while  1  nas 
kicking  out  for  ttte  hig)iru»d  to  thv  cnpitAl  of 
ihc  Liiaariaii  Kingdom,  did  1 1  Bad  luck  to 
the  liglit-ftngered  rogue  who  look  advantage  of 
m}r  attitude.'' 

"  A  very  '  moon-stricken  attitude,"  indeed," 
luiKwered  Melmont,  Uughing.  "  I'll  tell  you 
wliat  /  did  (Htce  in  passing  a  fellow  in  town,  one 
6iic  moonliglit  night,  who  looked  v-ery  much 
like  one  of  the  light-fingered  gentry,  and  wanted 
me  to  have  a  peep,  that  be  might  treat  me  as 
you  were  treated,  while  star-gaxing." 

"What  did  you  do?" 

"  Why,  in  order  to  disappoint  him,  I  asked 
>iini  what  liix  charge  for  jH-t-ping  was?  he  told 
me  one  penny,  1  told  him  I  had  only  a  half- 
pamy,  and  tlierefure  be^ed  him  to  let  me  have 
'half  a  peep  I'" 

"  Ah,  ah,  yv  did  well ! "  cried  O'Callagfaaa, 
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laugfaing,  "  I  vish  I  had  had  wit  enough  ta 
have  done  the  same:  I  wiafa,  faith,  I'd  bsd  yir 
shariM>es8  on  the  wxasion.  Didn't  the  fellow  let 
you  have  your  '  half  pcvji '  for  the  good  jokt- 
ye  uttered,  which  was  worth  a  whole  peep 
gr«tis!" 

"  Not  be,  a  knave !  he  was  too  matter  of  fact 
when  disconcerted,  perhaps,  in  his  ligbt-fiDgering 
scbenK;  though  I  wonder  he  didn't  let  me  have 
my  half  pt'i'p,  and  gain  his  point  of  picking  my 
pockets;  he  tliougitt  I  was  too  much  on  my 
guard,  doubtless — '  no  flat,*  a»  he  would  tiave 
called  it — so  I  left  him  g»|nng,  with  llie  star- 
gaxer*  and  pickpockets  about  him,  in  the  full 
tiiumph  of  my  joke,  which  had  gained  me  a 
cntain  eclat  with  tiic  'mobility*  around— so  off 
I  went,  money  and  handkerchief  safe." 

Wliilst  our  hero  and  O'Collaghon  and  the 
fair  widow  were  thus  chatting  amicably  together, 
H  2 
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a  gcatlvman  asked  the  fonncT  to  drink  wine: 
thi«  wax  DO  otiicr  Uinn  Mr.  Fleming,  alr^adv 
mentioned  in  our  third  chapter  a&  distinguished 
for  being  a  "  bore,"  in  no  everlasting  rocurrence 
lo  the  only  two  subjects  be  seemed  acquainted 
with,  and  at  that  |>cr>od  *  exdtiog  attention,  vix. 
•'  Relbrm  and  the  Cholera."  The  reader  has 
doubtless,  in  looting  buck  to  tliat  period,  not 
unfrcquentW  fallen  in  with  sut^h  a  character,  and 
wUI  pcrtui|M  smile  at  lh«  rendWtion,  which  doc* 
to  hang  a  joke  upon  as  well  as  any  other  peg. 
Mclmont  knew  tliere  would  be  no  eiicaping  tiie 
pcTsccution  of  Mr.  Fleniing,  and  lu's  clitef  object 
now  was  to  turn  aside  (he  subject  as  dex- 
IcTOUKly  and  humorously  as  hu  could;  so  be 
put  himself  on  the  dcfcnsve,  Ju  order  lo  parry 
the  menaced  thrusts. 
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Having  gone  through  ihft  form  of  win^drink- 
ing,  Mr.  Fleming  commenced  lh«  nltiKl:.  ' 

WefihniiUl  finit  ohfterv^,  that  Kfi-lmoni  hail 
bwn  saying  sonielhing  lo  Mr*.  Angu*  aliotit 
sitting  up  latff  nt  piirti<», "  turning  night  intd 
day,"a.i  hecniltil  it;  niKlrxprewedhiit intention, 
wbilw  at  Cheltenham,  of  "reforming  hin»M-!f." 
Any  sound  like  "  reform"  was  certain  not  to 
escape  the  ears  of  Mr.  Fleming;  nnd  it  whn 
with  th<^  vi(!i>  to  bring  up  hi.t  favourite  ftuhjvrl 
thai  he  had  asked  Melinont  to  drink  wine,  and 
an  etiicr  into  conversation  j  accordingly,  ihe 
said  Mr.  F.  prioked  up  his  ears,  and  proceeded 
to  ohfiervc  as  follows ;— **  You  were  talking.  I 
think,  unle»  I  was  mistaken,  of  HMnc  mviuun! 
in  the  Roform  (tueslion — was  it  any  amendmenl, 
might  I  ask,  moved  in  the  course  of  the  dehnte  ? 


''*Oh,I  was  talking  ofa  much  more  important 
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matter,  to  me  at  least,  than  the  Reform  fiilJ  I " 
answered  Melmnnt. 

"  Indeed ! — what  can  that  be?— >the  aholition 
of  tithes?" 

"  Oh,  DO !  that  is  a  trifle  compared  with  it !" 

"  Of  the  East  India  Company's  charter,  per- 
haps?" 

"  As  far  from  it,"  i-etoited  Metmoot, "  an  the 
poles  arc  asunder,  as  magnanimity  is  from  old 
Polignac,  as  liberality  from  the  citiien  king." 

"Indeed?" 

"  Ay,  as  foreign  to  it  as '  Flowcrsof  Rhetoric ' 
are  to  a  dry  statement  in  taw ;  aa  blue  ribands  to 
dress  a  pig  id  ;  or  a  pink  gauze  slip  to  decorate 
the  tub>like  rotundity  of  a  Hottentot  Venus ! " 

Mn.  Angus  could  not  help  smiling,  together 
with  swne  ladies  near  her,  at  our  h«ro'»  inno- 
cent quizzing  of  the  tiresome  Mr.  Fleming. 
O'Callaghan  had  grinned  tremendously,  and  now 
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nearly  bunt  out  laughing ;  bovravcr,  he  crammed 
thv  napkin  botvrccn  his  horse  teeth,  and  thus 
impeded  any  tlt-brcd  uttenuico  of  his  mirth. 
Meantime  poor  Fleming,  "  bothered  and  Bab- 
bergasted,"  ae  O'Callaghan  would  say,  proceeded 
io  (ha  expreaaion  of  his  ioDOCcait  surpriw.— 
"  What  can  this  impoftant  matter  be?— iht 
Com  Laws,  perhaps?" 

'  /^Nothing  so  trivial!"  continued  the  merd- 
less  MelnratiL 

'*  Trivial  call  you  that  ?— well  then,  the  Konk 
of  England  chartcr^^" 

"  Nothing  to  frivolous !  nothing  about  *  debt " 
or  dividends — Jews,  or  jobbers — Bank  or  bank- 
ruptcy ! " 

.,  "  Why,  gracious  heavens !  what  can  it  be?" 
said  thiK  gloriouN  wiseacre,  opening  his  eyes  vaorv 
widely,  and  pricking  up  his  ears  with  increased 
attention;  "  I  have  it— I  have  it!— the  Repeal 
of  the  Union !  " 
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•"No!  no!  no!  no!"  exclaimed  Mdmoot, 
Hhaliing  Win  ht^  mid  limghiiig,  vwrybody  ruunti 
joining  with  him,  at  the  experuw  of  Mr.  F. 
"  Sluvc  Emancipation,  then  ! "  said  Fleming, 
kindling  gvn«rou»ly  in  tl>c  ho]>e  of  at  Ijiat  having 
won  the  ptnnt,  and  run  ihruugtt  the  catalogue 
of  "  itnporlant  questions." 

"  No,  my  dear  sir,  no ;  you  arc  still  very  far 
from  the  matter — it  is  somctiiing  much  more 
important  even  than  this." 

*<  Well,  then,  what  can  it  be  ?  "  exclaimi-d  Mr. 
F.,  growing  almost  exasperated  at  rummaging 
.to  Imig  in  vain  to  find  out  (his  riddle. 

"  Wliy  mjt  die  Reform  Bill,"  said  Melmont, 
at  last  unravelling  the  enigma,  an<l  quieting  the 
excilmtent  of  poor  Fleming  into  an  undig- 
nified slate  of  sulkinesi,  "but  the  reform  of 
myself!" 

Achorutof  wcU-reguIatcd  laughter  Hucceeded 
this  coDclusioo  of  Mdraont's  baraMineDt  of 
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'Fleming,  by  way  of  s  winding  up  to  the  scene ; 
M  Homer  describe*  in  Olyntpuf  amoogat  tbe 
gods,  whose  wrangling  the  "limping  Lord  c^ 
LetniuK'"  appcast«  by  some  good  wine  and  a 
joke. 

*^  Well!  you  have  mentioned  at  last  indeed 
an  important  matter,  and  woithy  a  good  Chri»> 
tian,  though  the  joke  la  but  nt  second  hand," 
said  Mrs.  A ,  smiling. 

Molmont  smiled  too  as  be  replied — '*  It  is 
wldom  I  bofie,  that  I  would  wish  in  pass  off  the 
jokv  of  another  as  my  own :  but  thvrc  was  Kuch 
it  fair  op|>ortunity  for  introducing  ttiia,  itiat  I 
could  not  forbear  doing  ao,  apulogiigng  to  Tom 
Burnet*  for  the  plagiarism.'" 

*  Tbe  tn^wer  ii(  Ton  Burnet  tn  Ui«  bl«bnp,  hia  Uib«r, 
whan  ht  toll!  tb«  Uiur  h«  wu  modllatioi  •  xnMvr  work 
tlnahii  Lotdilup'a  ilutof7  of  Uie  RBfomution,  *bi.  -ne 
BatnTmataaa  oimjicM'  The  ■ItcratiaD  from  (hi*  in  ibe  Irit 
U  but  'H^t- 
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"  And  mode  it  your  own  by  introducing  it 
m  wd!,"  cried  O'Callaghan.  "  By  th«  powcrsl" 
he  continued,  towering  hu  tom^,  *■  I  newr  wm 
more  relieved  than  to  find  that  dry  and  lough 
tubject  of  Keromi,  washed  down  with  so  udl 
ap{died  b  pleasantry  ;  faitli,  it's  a  dry  morsel, 
and  difficult  to  nwallow,  and  stuck  in  my  tfaruat 
like  an  ould  crust !  " 

"  I  think,  however,  for  a  patriot,— as  I  would 
wiih  the  good  elKtoni  of--  -■■  to  ihutk  mv,^ 
that  my  aayinf;  th«  refcam  of  myself  is  matter  of 
greater  iinporumce  u»  nie  than  tliat  of  my  country 
is  rather  scllish." 

"Yes,  yes!"  said  Mr*.  A— .smiling,  "in 
earnest  it  would  be  i " 

*'  Earnest  or  not,  well  forgive  yc,"  sairf 
O'Callaghan,  laughing. 

Mr.  Fleming  had  by  tliiit  lime  rallied  9ome> 
what  from  bis  orerthruw  and  its  consequent 
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mood  of  '  Bulks,'  and  would  have  giva  cogent 
^mpcoms  of  liu  rccov«ry  by  commencing  IiU 
utlier  favourite  topic,  the  diolera,  courting  an- 
other exposure ;  be  was  however  prevcntwl  by 
the  inteirpoaitiof)  of  a  genlleman  not  much  loore 
gifted  thfU)  himself, — an  invalid,  who  was  remark- 
able  foraging  queMMDs;  to  that  Mvlmont,  in 
(.soaping  from  tioc  bore,  only  fell  into  thv  clutches 
of  another.  '*  Intidit  in  Set/Ham  qui  vult  vitart 
Charybdin."  However,  he  made  up  hia  mind 
to  bear  this  attack  as  well  as  he  trusted  he  should 
hsvi- borne  that  of  the  "ctiukTa,"  just  threat- 
cn<'d. 

The  old  calcchiscr,  whose  name  was  Cobb. 
GommcDced  very  deliberately  by  asking — "  Pray, 
sir,  liave  you  ever  been  at  Leamington  ?  efa  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  rephed  Mclmonl,  "  in  fact,  I  went 
over  (Whu  this  place  to  Leamington,  the  other 
day^  to  see  one  or  two  iriciKJs." 
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"  Will  you  then  allow  me  to  aik— uh,  uh! 
(Mr.  Cobb  was  nnnoyod  by  a  'sltort  cough '  >— 
first —  "  but  berc,  unfortunately  for  the  sjiirit  of 
thit  very  *  lautlabli; '  inquiry,  the  string  of 
qu«stioDs  was  broken  shun  oJT,  at  this  very 
first  link,  by  the  females  riaing  to  leave  uble: 
hovcver,  as  the  reader  may  be  curioufl  to  ww 
the  continuation  of  the  catechising  after  the 
inb-miption  had  sub»id«cl  and  the  gciitli-mco 
fcKumed  thdr  svalK,  we  will  punuc  it  in  the 
succeeding  chapter.  It  inay  iiot  be  amiss  to 
remark  that  af^cr  dinner  pnwy  and  droniog 
geniute*  give  the  fullest  scope  to  these  propcn- 
utivs,  tticre  being  no  pcnod  k>  in»piring  to  the 
Mut  of  goMip  OS  this,  it  l)dng  the  chartered 
period  par  excellence  '  for  chatting  over  the 
bouk'.' 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


TK*   niaVOtl*   GS9ITI.KMAX. 


••I 

■  n 
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*- 

"  •^  I  THitix,  air,"  said  Mr.  Cobb,  repenting  thf 
que^uion  he  hod   nrada  a  oiument  bcfon;,  '•  I 
think  jrCMi  Mid  you  h«d  i>cvn  at  Lcwntngtoii  ?  " 
*<  Yet,"  Mud  Mclnont,  *'  I  have  ju«l  meD- 
^         tinned  having  gune  uver  there." 
H  *'  Exnclly  to — pcniiii  nie^  therefore,  to  put 

H         one  or  two  little  questions  to  ynu." 
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*'  By  all  means  1 — What  uii  uncoiucioniible 
proscr  tills  man  is  1 "  BcUled  Mdmont  to  bini- 

"  Why,  sir,  you  know,  I  have  bwn  for  sodmt 
time  post  n  martyr  to  a  very  sod  nervuu* 
complainu" 

•'  I  do  no*  •  know,' "  said  Mdmont  to  him«lf, 
•~'-  vilo  repression  tliis— fmuf^t  willi  rock- 
ncytsm!" 

'*  And  I  WLsh  you  to  inform  me,  fir&I,  it'  yuu 
could  reoommend  the  place  to  me ;  tecondlyt 
who  u  the  principal  physician  in  it;  thirdly, 
what  his  system  is; — I'la  sure,  I  bt^  your 
pardoo  foe  giving  so  much  trouble !  " 

"Uh,  iiutat  all!" 

■*  i^Hinhly,  how  far  Leamington  is  ftvm 
Chvltcaham]" — ("fifthly,'"  intOTposcd  Mdmuat 
to  himself,  "  how  many  brickbats  there  oK  in 
trach  houw  I ") — fifthly,  lion-  fur  it  is  from  War- 
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wick ;  And  uxilily,  and  lo6tly,  whether  yuu  lliink 
1  diiill  like  it  as  well  as  Cltdtcnham  ?  " 

"  And  to  conclude^"  added  Melnuiot,  in  Dew- 
berry'* wonl*,  *'  you  would  ask  me  to  tell  you 
unytliing  and  everything  elae  further  than  what 
you  huve  already  aaked,  should  it  occur  to  you, 
and  be  worth  while  mentioning," 

**  Sir,  you  are  very  kind." 

"  I  will  give  you  oil  the  information  I  can," 
replied  Melinont,  with  a.  mock  gravity  and  seem- 
ing intenest  for  his  malade  calechiser,  wliich  pro- 
mued  tliat  lie  was  bent  on  affording  liimscif  the 
indulgence  of  u  little  delicate  quizxing,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  troublesome  interlocutor.—"  Weil." 
continued  Mvlmotit,  '*  I  believe  you  will  give  nj«- 
ercdii,  in  tlte  ftnt  place,  for  being  Ketiouiily  cod- 
ccnivd  at  your  extreme  nervouti  aiTection :  it  if 
dreadful  i  leads  to  the  worst  GunKt|ueuces ;  t*  the 
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taixit  difficult  thing  imaginiiMc  to  he  cukkI.  tni 
the  man  nevcr-to-bc-sufficienily-lnmenlis)  coin- 
pbiot  among  the  moat-worthily-deouiinced  «ik1 
jutiiy-eKccrattHl  dtmrdera  in  tlie  black  cala- 
logiiv  of  human  afflictions — ahem  !  "  Mehnont 
took  l>reHth  in  the  middle  of  this  pur(io9«ly 
unmeaning  harangue,  wliile  Col>)>  «tiiri.-<]  u-ith 
«ilent  atrc  and  cxpectatidii. 

"Ahnn! — then,  Mr.  Cobb,"  rcsumi-d  his 
sage  adviser,  **  pray  pay  attention ;  I  shall  unfold 
to  you  tlte  great  Leamingtotiian  syMem." 

•'  The  great  Irfamingtonian  system !  "  ex- 
claimed Cobb,  his  feeble  soul  slitiddcring  nt  (he 
importance  of  the  t^rnt,  aitd  his  eyes  disteftded 
wider  thau  l)efore. 

"  Vcs,  sir,  the  great  Leamingtnnian  sj'steni,— 
if  you  are  in  this  direfuliy-dangerously-deelining 
predivainent  of  nervotin  prostration,  your  only 
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liojK-,  your  onljr  hope  a  to  8j  to 

and  {Hit  jourwIT  insaotljr  onder  the  hands  irf* 

the  grcai  Doctor  Phamnood  *." 

■«  The  gral  Doctor  FhlM— d  I~  qmdMed 
Cobb,  with  incicMed  bwc 

"  The  gnat  Doctor  PhamnoBd,  grmd  pi^ 
jcctor  and  •upport^  at  ibe  tnigfalj  iptna  1 
diall  unfold.  In  apesking  of  niamnoixl.  ur, 
I  must  inform  you  be  is  no  trerr^my  aas;  be 
ta  an  urigittal  in  hia  way,  BcriDailj  a  mas  cf  gnat 
diacGnuxKut  a*  to  *jmjem  aod  babha  of  niad  a* 
wdlasof  bodj,*oniind,]rau  must  {ilaj  no Iriciut 
with  hio ;  a  maladt  imagimnrt  i«  Mire  lo  cnmc 
off  second  bat  witb  this  acute  obaerver  of  (he 
truth  in  n  variety  of  oomplaiiits  and  ailings — «a 


V«  aMd  Mt  «fUa  W  As  Mgxtew  nadtt  vho  Dactor 
Phwnovdi*.  Tk  paftniliafla>daaUf  Mnait  nyflci. 
■■Bti7   nlodr*  to   Ui  aaaa«r  ■*!  tManncu  t^t  bmj 
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1  presume  your  complaint  is  not  in  the  least 
a  ftacy,  or  woe  betide  you  l " 

Cobb  cried  "  Oh  !  no,  no ! "  and  groaned  a» 
if  h<!  liad  ttxa  a  ghost. 

Our  hero  continued. 

«  Then,  Mr.  Cobb,— ahem !  . . .  What  do  you 
think  he'll  say  when  you  go  to  him  P  "  sud  MeU 
DKnit  hastily,  and  raising  his  voice  at  tlie  samc 
time,  whid)  made  poor  Cobb  start ;  *'  you  <lou't 
know,  I  dare  say,"  he  continued,  scarcely  able  (u 
su]i[treit«  a  smile  at  (Cobb's  trepidation,  "  you 
don't  know,  J  dare  say " 

"  No,   indeed  I "    niurniured     iht;    subdurtt 

<:obb. 

"  No,  I  thought  not ! — I'll  be  bound  you  did 

not — well,  I'll  toil  yo»i— ahem! You   like 

mutton  cliopsP"  Kuid  Melmont,  resuming  the 
hasty  mode  of  address. 

"  Ye-cs — mutton  chop*— ye-«*,"  replied  the 
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invalid,  wilh  hcsilatioii  and  wondCT  truly 
dli-ctivc. 

"  That  is  OS  it  sliould  bet"  tlwn  suddenly 
ngsin  he  turned  on  Cobb.  "  You  don't  object 
to  good  golden-coloured  Bhcrry,  sh? — liquid 
amber,  di? — otrong  bodied,  um  P — you  don't 
object  to  this,  I  prcMimo?" 

**  Not  at  all !  "  replied  Cobb,  his  amazemrnt 
by  no  tneanH  on  l)ie  decline. 

"Good,  ngain  I  "  said  Mclmont;  *' in  fact, 
you  like  good  eating  and  drinking ;  tluit  is  just 
u  it  ought  to  be:  perhaps  you  have  winr 
hypochondriac  affection  at  the  same  time,  that 
makes  you  quarrel  with  your  dinner,  and  low 
your  appetite? — no? — so  much  the  better: — if 
you  had  all  would  be  cured.  Go  to  Pharamond 
— to  Pharantond  go ! — he  will,  with  tlic  great 
nostrums  of  sherry  and  mutton  chope.  drive  the 
enemy  of  complaint  from  bis  strong  hold  in  your 
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sjrviein,  and  make  him  beat  a  retreat  in  no  time- 
in  a  syllable  of  time ! " 

I  Cobb  stared  fur  a  moment,  and  then  ejaculated 
**  Indeed  !— istluttall  locurcu  nervous  di»order 
like  mine?" 

"  Oh  Du,  that  is  not  all." 

**  Ah  M  thought  not ! "  said  Cobb,  not  likinjj 
to  have  the  importance  of  ht«  compliunlA  treated 
so  cavalierly  as  to  be  waslird  away  with  a  ^\a»x 
of  sherry,  or  the  giwvatwe  swallowed  as  oaaiy 
as  I  mutton  chop. 

"  What  more  should  you  think  will  be  rccoin- 
meiided  you? — you  don't  know,  I  dare  my?' 

"  No,  indeed  ?  " 

"  Well,  I'll  e'en  imparl  it  to  you,  and  pray 
girc  attention  —  when  yott  eat  the  aforeutid 
niuium  eliop  put  half  (he  contcntn  of  the  salt- 
vellar  on  your  plate,  don't  lei  a  grain  esCH[w. 
£at  tJie  chop  lbu«  salted,  ami    your  whole 
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ayttem  will  be  ic>  scMonctI,  [Mcklcd,  and  pre* 
senod,  tlinl  you  will  be  a  new  miin,  after  it— 
Kgcoemte.  Vou  may  liing  aitay  your  crutch 
ttud  MKuipcr ! " 

*'  Oh  !  "  groaned  Cdib,  turning  the  whites 
of  hi*  eyw  uy  to  the  ceiling—*'  Is  that  all  ?" 
it.".^7KrfKJw  onme  pro  magnifico.  When  I 
talked  to  you  of  tlic  great  Lcamii^tonian 
ajKilem,  ihia  and  nothing  more,  (aa  to  diiK,  at 
Ittut,)  than  this,— is  thv  pith  and  marrow  of  iL 
This  system  in  physicK  i.t  ta  fanioiiK  now  as  the 
Loelteian  tystcm  in  nKtaphyu'ca,  or  the  New- 
tonian  in  experimeiilal  ^rfiilosophy." 

*'  You  arc  joking,"  at  last  exclainwd  Cobh, 
alter  a  pause. 

\ii**  Upon  my  word  I  am  not,'"  said  KfclnMmt. 
By  »o  fur  fnwn  feeling  n  propensity  to  joke 
at  the  Bvstem  itself,  I  much  admire  both  it 
Btid  Pharamund  who  prc^fcribcs  it.     I  ccrtaitdy 
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am  amused  at  the  uaazement  of  inTaliJe  in 
discrcditiDg  tlint  they  can  be  cured  by  BUcfa 
siini^t!  ineiutH;  now  the  beauty  of  this  treat- 
ment of  Pharamond  Id  my  miod,  is  its  barut. 
■(.■ssiKss  and  »im]>iicity.  I'll  tell  you  a  story. 
A  gt-nllcman,  six  feel  four  bcbcs  high,  aod 
broad  in  proportion,  once  went  to  Pharauiond 
u-ilh  the  cowplaint,  that  in  a  certain  number 
of  hours  aftvr  breakfast.  h«  fdt  suuHblc  of 
a  va«t  vacuity  of  fevliiig,  acoompanied  by  a 
kind  of  ominous  growling  or  grumbling,  or 
botli,  in  the  careras  of  bis  inward  fabric. 
What  do  you  think  was  rigidly  prescribed  to 
him  under  such  circumstances?^ 

"  ]  can't  really  determine !" 

"A  pound  of  beef-steaks! — was  ever  any 
better  remedy  for  the  said  emptiness  complained 
of;  the  inward  man  did  but  cry  out  for  proper 
repletion— this  wos  tlic  language  of  that  por- 
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tenloui  grumbling  uiid  grunling,  aixl  never  viae 
any  renicdy  sinipk-r.  Our  Pniagonian  invalid 
wot.  his  own  man  again!  in  fact  th«  nnipl«st 
rcmrdics  are  ever  tlie  bert.  I  knew  ■  l«(Jy 
wbu  w«5  cured  of  the  cramp  hj  putting  a 
piece  of  cork  into  h«r  bed  wtwn  die  »Irpt ; 
this  eflectuallv  *loppi-d  her  nilings.  I  knew 
another  vimplv,  but  not  soagrcvablea  remedy, 
this  was  the  swallowing  a  live  spider  tn 
cure  the  '  Rheumatics  ! '  Pouiive  ^ctR— 
if  I  were  to  turn  Ph)'!^ician,  I  should  introduce 
music  ss  an  infallible  sedative  in  most  ca.4es, 
OS  acting  on  the  nervous  system  of  fcnsnlion; 
for  digestion,  tlic  elFecl  of  sound  is  astonishing. 
A  gentleman  or  lady  of  weak  and  uncertain 
digestion,  nuglit  always  to  have  a  guitar  by 
hjm  or  her,  touch  u  chord  or  two,  and  h 
is  ten  to  one  but  some  diotd  or  another 
will   produce    lite   synipatliy  in   ibe   nerrous 
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ryttem  to  wl  ibc  ncrvn  of  thi*  stomach  in 
action,  tmd  bring  rxniiul  the  dnirod  object. 
You  tec  wluit  R  tiling  it  is  to  have  &  Uttlc 
kiion-ledgc  of  «tiatumy  !  I  Iinvc  rccommpntt«d 
tJiU  to  variou*  fri«id»,  nnd  hnvo  foiiud  it  com- 
pletely cnsu-cr.  All  my  (neniU  nmoitgst  the 
invalidH  of  the  fairer  Kex,  have  adopted  Ihist 
(Hi  an  cU-gtint  and  ladv-likc  taode  of  trcatineul, 
as  effective  as  it  is  agrccahW ;  I  call  this  my 
xygteni,  the  original  Melmontian  sy&ieni,  and 
if  I  were  to  take  out «  diploma  from  the  College 
at  £diiiburgh  I  have  no  doubt,  by  pursuing 
this  original  inethud,  I  should  soaa  be  a  eel^ 
brated  man." 

"  Mr.  i^lelmont  you  astonish  tne !  then  you 
du  really  advise  u)c  to  go  to  Dr.  Pharaniond  ? 
and  j-ou  do  rra/Zy  think  highly  of  him?  why 
can't  I  order  a  mutlon-::hop  vitliout  going 
to  him?" 
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'  Sir,"  said  Melmont  gravely,  "  I  would 
not  advise  jroii  b»  go  to  rbaramond,  if  I  did 
not  oonwrientiously  esteem  him  e  great  pbyu- 
cian.  Yflii  fxll  tnlo  the  error  of  all  patients 
(or  tmpRlients)  when  infomied  of  a  purticular 
tyMem — nametvi  that  you  can  pursue  it  your- 
«eir,  witltout  the  supervision  of  a  medical  man  ! 
PAaw  '.  Galimatias  !  tivfja !  Jbtmrnertf,  rig- 
marole f  cnzineits !  be  ruled  by  me,  don't 
doctor  yourself;  Pfasramond  will  accompany 
the  chops  with  n  prcwnpUon  be  assured,  and 
the  »hower-l)«h— Iw  not  infatuated— or  why 
ask  my  serious  advice  ?" 

Cobb  shrunk  afaaiJied  —  while  OTallaghan 
here  interposed,  and  tiajd  "  that  Phartmond 
was  all  the  talk  in  Ireland,  was  he !"  saying 
which  be  sunk  again  into  silence,  gaping 
with  his  "  potaty-trap  "  open,  and  his  «vei 
utaring,   for   Alelmont'a   philosophical  disscrt»< 
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tton,  on  the  benefit  of  stDiple  Ireaiment,  as  ihe 
St,  and  his  own  municftl  hj^potbesi!!  for  reliev- 
ing nerrous  dtMrders  and  in(lij*r»UMi,  formed 

'«  mailer  of  very  serious  interesl  to  the  Hstcnen 
round,  be^dcs  that  they  were  afforded  enter- 
taininvnt  by  the  amazenieni  of  poor  Cobb  — 
the  patk-nt. 

*'  But  again  I  warn  you,"  resumed  Mchnont 
**  to  go  to  I'haramond  with  no  imaginary  ail> 
ing :  be  will  send  you  to  the  right  about  in  a 
'twinkling!'  he  in  alwayf:  on  l)»e  qm-vive  to 
dctert  idle  whiniH  and  fancies,  and  never  seefc> 
to  flatter  the  weakness  of  a  patient  by  humoufv 
iog  tlic«c  idle  whims.  His  talent  is  toobigh, 
and  his  duty  too   serjoMs,  generally  speaking, 

'  to  admit  of  bis  wasting  hit  time  in  listening 
lo  ully  capdves,  and  moonshine  foolery.  Re 
likes  aaa  general  rule,  moreover,  to  make  people 
faoi^  themselveB  betti-r  than  they  ore,  knowii^ 
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what  an  effect  faucy — or  ratlier  tlie  miutl — has 
on  tbc  body,  anil  also,  he  likce  still  more,  his 
a(^ti£»DU  Dot  to  taocy  thcmtelTcs  iU>  and, 
by  60  doing,  make  thcusclvct  ill,  when  tbcy 
are  pvriixlly  ■kc]].'^ 

"  Htf  i>  very  v'ue,"  said  Cobb—"  I  shall 
indeed  follow  your  advice,  in  going  to  consult 
bim,  it  is  high  time  1  should — I  have  had, 
come  next  Michaelmas,  this  nervous  complaint 
,  on  roe  ei^ii-aod-thirty  yetin,  Pvrhaps,  now, 
OS  to  ray  oUur  little  iiKjiiiries,  you  would  have 
the  goodncsH " 

'*  To  despatch  the  remainder  of  the  inforiuu- 
tioD  you  ie(]uired — with  the-  grealcut  pl<uisurc — 
the  iwxt  question  of  importance,  I  think  yuu 
asked  wa&  hovr  hi  Leamiugton  is  froro  'War- 
iriick?  this  is  doubtless  important,  as  perhaptt 
you  contemplate  the  walk  as  cxercdte  for  your 
health,  strengtli,  and  being,  in  which  is  In- 
t  2 
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eluded  ymir  preservation  to  your  family  and  to 
soci«tj-, — timi;  forrepontanw;  of  sins,  and  purifi- 
cation for  eternal  salvation ;  tlie  most  import- 
ant results  depend  on  the  question  douhtlt^s. 
Well,  Sir,  should  you  go  by  out  way  you  will 
find  tli«  distance  as  much  as  ihnv  miles  all 
but  a  furlong  —  but  by  the  othtr,  which  is 
the  high  road,  ten  to  one  but  youtt  find  it  Uttle 

more  than  two  miles;  vide  mile  stone above 

all,  loiter  not  long  at  Warwick  *." 

'*  Why  ao?"  exclaimed  Cobb,  alamwd. 
"  ^Vha^,  is  the  cholera  there?"  interposed 
ihc  old  gentleman,  whose  ideas  we  have  seen  to 
l»f  so  tyrannically  monopolised  by  (his  engrossing 
subject. 

'  *  Not  exactly  cholera,  hut  a  demon  ahnort  as 
imperious,  if  not  quite  so  blue ;  lliat  is,  the 
malady  designated  *  Blue  Derils' — tn  other 
words,  hypgchondrio,  dumps,  vapours,  acetici«m, 
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and  mopishDc&s.  Such  are  the  afiections  with 
which  Ok  atmi»phvn:  of  that  rwiiectablc  and 
aii(dcnl,  but  most  inveterately  sulky  and  dull 
city,  is  impregnated.  In  fact,  if  you  wish  tu  be 
reDdered  aa  invalid,  so  as  to  be  quoUBcd  for  «■ 
visit  to  Leainington,  you  have  nothing  to  Ao  but 
to  take  up  your  abode  at  Warwick  for  a  fort- 
night, or  even  ten  days  would  be  enough,  to 
give  you  a  confirmed  attack  of  dyspepsia, 
and  render  you  as  dewlate  as  Selkirk  on 
the  barrel)  island,  and  as  fretful  as  a  cynical 
old  bachelor  jaundiced  with  disap)xitntnient ! 
Warwick  in  fiict  is  as  dull  as  London  is  in  the 
rercsc,  when  there  is  nubody  in  town  but  a 
scavenger  ond  a  minister ! — drudges  liotli,  from 
the  top  of  the  ftocial  scale  to  die  bottom  !  Verily, 
extremes  meet!" 

O'Catlnghun  grinned,  Cobb  stared,  and  Mcl- 
munt,  in  order  to  take  breath  a  little,  relieved 
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himself  by  <irinkingagli»»(  of  wine,  and  speaking 
to  a  friend,  w)io  wax  niilingm-xi  to  him,  about 
the  paces  of  a  horae  the  othvr  had  juM  p»r- 
chased;  and,  thus  enga^^,  he  was  almost 
fcH^gctting  he  had  still  $onu>  more  of  Ctib))'« 
impcriinenoeA  lo  answt-r,  when,  suddenly  recol- 
lecting liimself,  he  tunieil  to  the  inquisitor,  and 
resumed,  with  a  due  air  of  importauce, 
expected  communication. 

**  I  rather  think — yes — I  am  right.  I  rathpr 
think— Atfm — you  <tesiml,  in  iliu  next  place,  to 
know  (as  fiur  as  my  own  humble  ^icws  of  the 
question  arc  concerned)  whi-ther  I  liked  Chcl- 
tcnliam  better  ihnn  LoAminglon.  This,  sir,  is 
perhaps  the  most  important  of  all  the  questions 
you  have  required  me  to  solve.  It  Involves 
reflections  which  call  forth  much  feeling  — 
tiMKh  philosopby  I  Ab,  Mr,  Cobb,  this  is  an 
important,  a  ttnii^ittff  qucMloD,  to  A  baBODlt' 
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yours  must    be,  sensitire,  and  alive  to    the 
Iwttcr  sympathiw  tliat  «wny  our  Dature.".  „  y.',, 
Col>l> MATcil,  iiml  Melinont  ftuppruisi-d  a  smile; 
O'Callaghan   giggled,  and  then  cndavoured  to 
look   grtT«.  ..  ..."To  a  mind  alive  to,  and 

actuated  by  the  finer  and  more  dclicati:  aesocia- 
ttoD»,  as  yours  is,  what  place,  however  intrio^ 
Mcally  dull  in  itself,  is  not  remembered  with 
pletuurv,  with  fondneM^is  not  viewed  with 
gratification— which  holds  those  in  it  who  are 
our  friends  f  To  me,  therefore,  Leamington  is 
endeared  £i-oni  this  cause,  aa  it  would  be  to  you." 
Cobb  Ecxrcely  supprenscd  the  rising  sigh. 
This  vfa*  nii  appi-al  to  his  sensibilities — this  was 

touching  his  nerves ; — it  overcame   him 

"  Yes,  Mr  Cobb,  on  this  account  lo  me, 
it>di\'idually,  Leamington  —  quiet  and  almost 
dull  a«  it  is  —  is  more  agreeable  than  the 
whole   giddy    ptianlMmagoria  of  guiuy    that 
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fUaXn  paM  me  at  this  gayest  and  tnerrkst  of 
l^itces !  In  another  |x>int  of  view,  however, 
nnd  without  these  associations,  if  your  object 
is  to  be  gajTt  remain  at  ClivllL-flhant.  The  coi> 
■titutioQ  of  llic  i^acc  is  gaiety,  the  atinospherp 
breathes  this  and  nothing  cUe.  People  come 
here  to  be  gay,  and  because  th«y  oonaider  the 
plaoc  a  resort  of  '  fashion,'  as  it  is  termed.  As 
for  Leamington,  it  is  quiet  in  itself,  has  very 
{>relty  drives  about  it,  has  many  objects  of 
interest  around  it,  has  excellent  baths  atid 
stronger  saliDc  than  Clieltcnham — so  ttic  vrai 
mo/ode— the  invalid — resorts  most  wisely  to 
Leamington  ;  and  you  see  the  greater  proportion 
of  [teopic  there  come  to  get  well  and  be  cured — 
invalids  de  bomwjhi." 

Thia  was  (|uiltf  enough  for  Cobb.  He  could 
not  suppress  his  anxiety  to  declare  how  much 
he  was  in  favour  of  a  spot   where  the  truly 
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tedlgpoied  nwflvd.    Hv  Mi  himK-lf  out  of  his 
Vlcmtiil  when;  Ik^  wa*.     M'lint !  u  man  with  a 
,  nervous  affcvtion   »f  "  eight   and  ihiny  years 
standing,  onin«  next  Michaelmas,"  to  remain  in 
'ft  vortex  uf  mere  n»i»v  g^ety,  in   a  place  that 
Bttlc  bccauH'  ilio  cliara«ter  of  valetudinarianisni 
— the  delicate  dignity  of  confirmed  indisposi- 
tion !      Not  a  ntoroeni  more   was  to   be  loit. 
Cobb  gruped  tlie  hand  uf  our  hero — did  not 
vish  to  trouble  him  with  any  more  qitcstions  on 
tile  point.     Tu  join  thr  pliiilanx  of  (he  dck  and 
infinn — tho  jaundiced,  the  splenetic,   the  b*- 
inulligrubbrd  and  be-devilled — wa*  hiti  eanicst 
intention.  To  Dr.  Ptiaramund  his  willies  ted  him, 
and  BO  the  l>ack  of  the  illustrious  Cobb  was  soon 
turned  on  the  "  receding  walls  nf  Cheltc-nliam." 
We  may  just  add  one  word,  as  to  tlie  dutness 
or  otherwise  of  places.      Particular  spots  are 
often  censured  as  (lull  and  stupid   by  pcopiC 
i3 


ITO 


ODT  of  TOWlil 


without  cBu»e,  and  vHthout  oonaiderinv  whal 
ilieir  own  dispontions  and  quali6c«tion»  for 
enlivening  life,  and  the  Bc«ne,  or  the  society 
about  thetn,  may  be.  Such  a  man  aa  Cobb 
might  have  stayed  at  Cheltenham,  and  would 
never  have  known  it  tn  be  gay.  So  dull  wan 
he  himftclf,  that  when'ver  h«  went  the  spot  to 
him  could  have  Utile  gaiety  t-xlracted  from 
iL  This  ia  the  secret  of  the  dulness  imputed  to 
many  placea.  Hoivever,  Cobb  had  been  informed 
he  was  in  a  gay  place,  nod  be  did  right  to  believe 
llie  inrormntioD,  thougfi  w«  would  lay  a  w«|>er 
thnt  he,  or  those  like  him,  «-ould  find  the  dulloil 
place  in  tlie  worI<l  not  very  much  more  »  thnn 
the  gayest,  no  completely,  on  itome  con^itihitionK, 
are  the  ifOunx«  of  excitmH'ni  lavishod  in  vain. 


OB,   THE    SECSBS. 


IT9 


CHAPTER  XII. 


'  JACK  AND   sill" — IBB    KATftON  AMD  MIK  SCBOUII 
BIIING    A    »AB»  WOKft   ON  A     ORAND   IVURCT    rOfl    THB 
OOOa  0»  VAMILIM. 


BringaeUUnpintlieir^  II  ilioDldmlk. 

Provbbbs. 

Jack  uid  Gill  vent  op  the  hill, 

To  fetch  4  pta  of  water ; 
Jack  fell  down  and  broke  hii  crown, 

And  GOI  came  tnublin;  after. 

Olo  Sono. 

The  LanBdown  party  set  out  next  dayt 
according  to  Lady  Lentworth's  appointment, 
for  the  purpose  of   putting    little    Agnes    to 
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nchooL  Sir  Jasper  «nd  beiulf  were,  in  tbc 
carriage  wilb  the  child,  and  Mdtnont  a)>d  Alice. 
As  usuul,  rode  tugvUier ;  attd,  to  say  the  [roth, 
rather  proniiit«d  thcae  Utllv  vx))cinUon>,  in  order 
u>  find  (>pfx>rtttiiitH-s  for  nHivmalton,  and  Uiomt 
Hweet  (>ut[)ouriiigH  of  tbc  Iwart,  that  conxtitutc 
|lie  dearest  mid  fleetest  RMnwnts  «tf  this  che- 
quered life.  Tlicy  were  nnw  affiaiiccd  to  rndi 
other — for  though  our  hero's  nnharraeMocDts — 
nay,  ht»  dcs)K!ratc  sit  tuition — whvn  h«  considered 
what  La  Marre's  yillany  might  possibly  tlo— 
(and  which,  as  wiU  be  seen  in  s  chapter  or  Iwo 
hvncv,  nits  goii)g  forwards  towards  its  conapte- 
tion),  made  him  waver  an  to  whether  a  liaison  of' 
prudence  would  not  be  most  advisee  in  hia 
circumstances — yet,  as  was  said  before,  he  lov«d 
too  much  to  be  able  to  calculate.  He  had  only 
to  look  in  Aiicv's  face,  uiul  read  her  love  in 
hcT  bright  beaming  ryn— to  Gild  lluil  they  shone 
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brighter  than  gold,  and  fhffl^J^  ii^ro<rat  'tffti 
dearer  tlutii  nil  Uti'nbji^cts  of  Ambition. 

Thf  carriage  now  Brrivcd  «i  th«  door  of  ih* 
Ett«blui)nu.-nt.  The  old  woman,  who  cotKlmied 
it,  caiue  hcni^  to  the  door  at  the  summons  of 
the  hell,  when  the  Hcrvant  announced  to  her 
Lady  Lentuonh'H  name.  She  was  a  decent 
tad  matronly,  though  somewhat  antiquated, 
luoking  body.  At  her  waiitt  tthewmv  a  girdie, 
with  a  bu|i;e  bunch  of  keys  attached  to  it,  eibi- 
biting  herself  in  quality  of  warder  of  every 
room,  closet,  and  outliouse  in  the  pmnisce.  A 
poneotous  cap,  towered  above  her  "  august 
front,"  taort  re»enil)Hng  the  crest  of  a  cockatoo 
than  any  thing  else — a  cockatoo  of  the  lemon- 
crested  kind,  seeing  tliat  the  Raid  cap  was 
crowned  with  ribands  of  that  ddicatc  colour. 
A  chinu  gown,  of  capaciously  bulf^ing  dra|}cry, 
enveloi>ed  a  figure  of  no  very  --J^t  proportions; 
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a  compkte  ipednKn,  truly,  uf  whit  in  cnllcd  a 
"  matronly  petson," — andi^a  iwixnuiblc  body." 
A.  huge  bordering  of  lace  friiigt-d  her  dre» 
abnul  (he  Deck,  coining  n<.-«riy  up  to  the  chin 
snd  h<-nd,  ntid  having  almost  ihe  a)>penninci'  of  a 
collar.  The  gtxnl  dacw's  oounlvnance  bonr  con- 
vincing inari:*  of  having  bcvn  wured  in  Ihe 
cxMiriM'  of  di.sciplining  llie  brats  committed  tulirr 
c«rc;  albdl,  biT  visage  was  not  fo  contracted 
and  crabbed  as  Shenstooc  rcprcsenis  that  of  hi* 
AchooUmUtrcss.  The  "crowrs'  feei,"  howererk' 
under  her  eyes  were  deeply  marked,  aod  though 
she  grinned  si  present  as  complacently  an  the 
couki,  it  iras  plain  lo  see,  the  grin  was  not  otiu 
tomary  and  looked  more  like  the  ludicrouK 
rucfulnve*  exhibited  at  sight  at  an  apothe- 
cary's potion  under  the  iKWr,  than  the  cxmiplaeent 
tnilc  it  wm  intcndwi— as  an  apology — for.  Her 
complexion  ira»  a  red  and  brown  mixture;  of 
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fie  Mune  colour,  indeed,  and  ntuch  about  the 
some  pattern  as  the  chiniz  drest  nf  dmidy  grey, 
mixed  with  red,  which  she  wore.  The  iKse  wajt 
(listinguiKhL-d  by  a  becoming  RusJ),  eminent 
ab»ve  that  of  the  cheeks.  She  wore  spectacles, 
and  ahogether  presented  a  very  imposing  appear- 
ance, a«  need  scarcely  be  obaerved  aAcr  the 
above  dewription  :  to  which,  however,  we  should 
remember  to  add,  the  dignity  of  some  grizzled, 
or  pepper-and-aalt  coloured  IocIch,  seen  pro- 
truding in  one  or  two  stiff  curls  from  under 
an  ettonnous  awning  of  luci:  Umt  bordered  her 
cap.  Being,  at  present,  in  her  most  amiable 
mood,  aK  was  befitting— she  was  all  anxiety  to 
explain,  show,  recommciMl,  and  "  goover"  every 
(hingabout  the  establishment,  for  the  satisfaction 
Iff  her  distinguished  vixiicrs. 

"  Pray  walk  in,  your  Ladydhip,"   sho  said, 
making  a  low  curtsey,  "  and  let  me  show  you 
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round  the  boiue ;  I  trust  you  will  And  things  to 

jfour  liking— «iid " 

So,  ia  slic  waJdled  io  the  midst  of  her 
speech,  as  Lady  LeDlnorth  followed  with  Alice, 
&r  Joaper,  Hod  our  hero  bringing;  up  the  rear. 

After  going  over  the  1>oum>,  and  iuspecting  the 
dinner<rooin,  schcxil-room,  donnitory,  and  all 
that  waB  to  be  seen,  Lady  L.  and  the  whole 
party  expreftKing,  of  course,  their  gratification  ai 
all  ihey  Mw,  htx  ladyship  asked  the  good  dame 
about  her  scholars. 

"  Have  you  any  particularly  clever  children 
io  your  Hchool  ?  it  is  made  up,  I  believe,  of  boys 
iin<l  girU,  tip  to  nine  or  ten  years  old  r  " 

'•  JuHt  to,  your  LadyiJiip :  there  ia  one  room 
for  the  boys,  of  which  I  have  some  older  than 
■line.  I  have  another  room  fur  )^rls,  loo,  who 
arc  somewhat  older ;  and  aa  to  ihdr  clevemeu, 
1   have  one  or   two   '  pretty  sliarpiah,'   which 
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'  take '  to  Uldr   learning  rendily  enough  ;  but 

Tin  obligitl  tu  iiite  a  grvM  ileal  of  jtcnutuion  witti 
□tlier»  to  get  llteni  to  learn  anything;  particu- 
larly the  boyN,  (allhough  the  younger  set  of  the 
two],  who  are  the  moat  *  contradictsblest,'  yoiir 
LadyiEliip,  of  little  reptiks,  us  ever  I  came  near, 
that  I  mu^t  say." 

ThU  woB  evidently  a  most  exdting  subji'cl 
with  tlte  old  lady,  whose  nerves  became  n 
little  agitated,  no  doubt,  when  recounting  the 
humours  and  obstinacies  of  a  >et  of  dull  iircliinK, 
into  wlioic  brains  she  wa»  obliged  to  drum  the 
"  London  Primer,"  or  "  Child's  Own  Book." 

Lady  Lciitworth  condoled  with  her  ou  the 
trouble  which  it  must  caai>c.  her;  "  But  then," 
said  her  Uidy^Jiip,  "  you  must  be  sonielinies 
repaid  by  llie  progress  tluit  scxne  make,  and 
reflivt  credit  ini  you  aiMJ  tite  eAtabli.^hment !  "     j 

"  Why — yes;  I  don't  meiia  to  say  that  I'm 
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not  gratified  occasionally  by  ibe  praises  I  hear — 
that  I  may  aay,  of  my  establishment,  at  times; ft 
but  one  (rays  a  heavy  tax  for  tiiis  small  portion  of 
aatisfactioii,"  added  the  lady  of  the  lemon-cofk-''t 
atoo  cTcst,  with  a  groan. 

**  Ah,  ihi«  ih  the  lot  of  all  in  this  life!"  said 
Melniont,  in  a  KympathiBing  whimper,  which 
nearly  provoked  the  expression  of  certain  risible 
|)ropenuties  in  the  party.  "I  suppoee,"  he 
added,  "you  are  necefisilated  to  use  oocrcir« 
tneature»  octmionally,  to  induce  your  adiolars 
to  do  tlicinsi;lv««  and  you  credit,  ao  gratifyiuf; 
to  botli." 

*'  Yea,  sir,  1  really  am  (^)liged  to  resort  u> 
certain  amden  of  punidminit,  at  lini«s ;  but  I'm 
deeidcdly  aver»e  to  boating  titc  pour  things.  I 
find  the  best  way  j»  U>  oo«x  them  into  obedi- 
ence." 

**  Jl  certainly  may  be  more  ^reeable  to  your 
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fcetings,  nnd  BSMiredly  docs  credit  to  vour 
huiMnity,"  rcpltwl  M«lmoi« ;  "but  I  (hinfc,- 
nn  ibp  wlmle,  fl  is  ratfwr  b  dangcnMts  principle 
for  eiiildren  lo  be  imbued  nnth,  namelv,  thai 
thry  won't  do  anything  without  being  bribi-d 
to  do  it.  They  should  be  made  to  understimd 
that  it  ts  their  duty  to  do  whaiL-ver  is  imptMed 
upon  tbcin,  willxnit  nny  rewArd ;  and  tliat  if 
they  do  not,  they  muM  be  punish«l  by  tnnic 
proper  mcflne."  " 

<*  Well,  air,  I  think  what  you  say  is  riglit,  an 
agmcnl  priiKiplei  but  the  great  object  with 
in«  i<,  to  get  them  to  do  anything  nl  all,  by 
any  meanB.  The  lenient  way  which  I  adopt 
^TM  no  «mi<!  trnuble,  I  confns:  but  I  hml 
rather  spoil  or  humour  the  children  a  little,  than 
have  them  say  of  me,  I  wa»  eevere,  when  lliey 
went  home'"  "• 

The  gentler  di^positton  of  Lady  Lcntworth 
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and  Alice  wjis  rather  incline  to  applaud  tht* 
j]potrin«  of  llie  goud  dnme;  but  Sir  Jasper  and 
leliimiit  odliered  to  tlie  itterner  code  laid  down 
bj'  tltc  latirr,  at  Irast  generally  speaking,  as  a 
plan  of  iDciteiueDt  1o  improvcmeiit  i  though,  at 
thisyoutifT  age,  perhapn,  the  old  woman  was,  after 
aili  not  wn>ng.  Even  in  il»  lendcrest  yeatn, 
however,  it  may  be  questioned  witethvr  Jl  is  not 
inUchievous  lo  humour  a  child,  in  order  to 
uiuke  it  do  anything;  for  it  is  sowing  lite 
seedii  of  wiaywardn«ss,  which,  from  ea/lit-st 
infancvi  should  be  most  afoly  tTudkntcd;  fur 
the  bad  seed  too  soon  taken  nx>t|  and  tJitni  the 
difRcully  in  to  weed  it  out — to  do  which,  the 
portion  of  punithnient  would  be  doubled.  Surely 
it  i.i  a  mercy  to  the  child  lo  anticipate  this 
future  double  penalty,  and  consequently  a  good 
to  do  M>.     In  fact,  this  one  point,  namely,  ttie 
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(he  gonil  dami*,  and  Alelmont  appear  to  be 
nmneHtuit  itt  iiwiic,  h«  occauonetl  more  dts- 
putfttion  «fncH)grt  those  wito  hare  spoken  and 
written  on  MiticiitJon,  than  we  are  iiKilineil  to 
bestow  U|x>it  it,  or  than,  indccil,  i*  allowable  for 
u».  The  world  lius  ncnrcclj'  <!vcr  been  deluged 
whit  more  tnialj^at  and  enays  on  any  Kubject, 
(not  rxcepiing  even  the  early  conlroveniteii  on 
rvlif^on,)  than  tlits  of  eilucutton—carly  nltira- 
timi.  Rousseau's  genius  was  cmplovL^  upon 
it  for  8  length  of  time,  oa  the  world  known  from 
h»  "Emile;"  in  which  some  of  the  most  im- 
practicable rules  are  laid  down  that  it  is  possible 
to  conn-ire.  Madnmo  dr  Gc-nlis  has  written  <Mi 
it,  and  many  great  i^iiloMiphers  c^  antiquity, 
down  to  the  present  time.  There  is  no  sul». 
}oct  of  more  vital  importance,  as  Plato  wdl 
said  of  old  i  for  upon  training  the  child,  and 
upon  Ute  method  of  instructing  it — according 
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as  thiit  is  good  or  bad — the  genius,  dispoaitiou, 
cl]aract(;r,  aud  principle  of  the  future  mui 
■Immi  vnltrely  di-pvnd.  Wv  nn-  ■peaking  with 
ttfentm:  ns  miidi  to  Uii-  forrnxtiuii  of  v)uira4:U;r, 
05  iritli  n»pvct  to  Utlcnt  or  improvciuviit.  As 
tlic-  child  lums  out  well  or  iti,  aoeording  to  his 
traiuiug  and  instructioti,  socivty  and  hiiiKvlf  are 
f;aincrs  or  otherwise ;  not  to  ono  or  two  par- 
ticidar  instances  of  splendid  genius  or  iDveterate 
dulne^  which  either  spurn  all  rulea  in  the  one 
■nsiance,  or  are  too  barren  to  improve  by  any- 
thing in  the  other.  To  audi  tlie  matter  up 
ithortly,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  great  tiling  in 
early  youth,  and  iIh'  inost  important  poml. 
perhaps,  in  the  vducutiun  ofa  young  child,  k 
to  tniod  its  health,  ii:^  a  fuuiidalioi)  to  any 
streogtb  or  brilUaDcy,  pcrluips,  of  mind.  How- 
irrcr  clever  it  may  turn  out  subsix|uently,  if  it 
is  nervous  from  having  bceti  early  weak,  Ul,  loo 
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much  coddled  and  physicked,  it  never  will  he 
able  to  do  its  talent  justice.     £ve»  the  tnii^litv 

B (to  dttf  a    Rplrndid   instanoe   beiorv 

every  body)  may  thank  lU-avcn  for  an  astonixh- 
iog  stim^h  of  constitution— of  physical  powt-rx 
■^— for  enabling  his  talent  to  effect  w  much,  and 
at  so  little  expenise  of  health  nud  strength,  ax  be 
has  done.  The  flr&t  thing,  then,  is  to  make  a 
child  »»  strong  and  lu  hoiillhy  ns  pocsiblp.  Tlie 
next,  not  to  attempt  to  cram  it  witli  too  many 
things  by  way  of  making  it  "  forvard ;"  but  tu 
make  it  Icnni  well  aiul  thoroughly  what  yiMi 
teach  it.  To  induce  it  to  learn  — the  grem 
point  of  difficulty — you  mt»t  firxt  of  all  study 
well  the  child'N  diii|}»»ilioD,  au<l  .see  what  tov- 
iheds  are  best  adapted  to  contruul  iL  The 
stricter  coercion,  viiicb  may  be  available  with 
a  very  bold  and  forward  dispositioii,  would 
frighten  a  more  deUcxtv  child,  and,  ten  to  one. 
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render  it  nn  idiot.  Above  all,  make  it  Kenitiblr 
of  kind  trvo(in«nt,  or  it  may  gire  tbc  cliild  ■ 
clmmclcr  of  savugeness,  ur  »cin»hneas,  or  morosc- 
IWS6  ihrougti  life;  imbiiv  it  with  a  sense  of  right 
— of  itK  duty— accordingly  as  it  i&  a  aensitivt? 
chdd.  or  alive  to  imprefl^iona  or  not ;  act  on  ii  hy 
moral  appeals  to  ita  sense  of  shame  or  pride:  it 
will  scarcely  fail  to  be  affected,  though  the  most 
wayward)  by  these  appeals.  Curtailing  it  of 
Eouiv  jirivil^e  which  other  children  are  allowed, 
d^ades  it  in  its  own  cstcum ; — it  is  llie  very 
same  principle  as  that  which  acts  m>  dTcc- 
tiudly  upon  older  —  on  gruwn-up,  and  more 
hardened,  and  refractor)-  children — namely,  ridi> 
cule — modcety.  Men  shrink  from  ridicule, 
degraded,  abashed,  discomfited,  and  penitent, 
when  they  will  acknowledge  the  effed  of  no 
other  coercion;  to  with  children — that  it,  on 
tile  same  principle. 
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We  now  faltuw  up  lliat  to  which  we  have 
nlrmdy  alluded.  With  reference  to  the  in- 
Htructioa  given  to  s  child,  we  my,  let  it  keep 
u[>  what  it  knowH ;  let  it  learn  tboae  tbingn  to 
which  it  HhowK  n  (leaded  prtHlllMlion;  and, 
ID  other  respects,  let  it  learn  what  is  really 
most  useful  generally,  and,  in  panicular,  what 
■nay  be  most  useful  to  itself.  These  rules 
a[^ly  to  the  whole  progress  of  eduradou, 
and,  if  attended  to,  form  a  sufficient  code  of 
|jrinoi|)le!i.  We,  who  are  writing  this,  are 
not  going  to  lattndi  out  here  into  any  more 
lungthvDctt  remarks  on  education,  a&  practi»cd 
in  our  tdtouls  and  cojJege«,  having  already,  at 
dtff^nt  times,  laid  our  tenliuH-ntit  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  public,  and  beg  to  acknowletlge 
kind  attention.     All  we  shall  permit  our- 

ilvcs  to  wy,  is,  that  there  is  still,  in  many 
iiMtauces,  much  room  for  iupruviaoeni  on  tlic 
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antiquiitod  n)etlM>d«,  which,  in  many  instances, 
d^in,  oa  the  oUicr  Iuim),  wc  on;  happy  to  aec 
discarded.  Mow  the  unimproved  iiutanccs  caa 
coDtempUte  thfi  Bupcriorily  of  the  improved, 
and  tuill  consent  to  lag  behind  in  the  good 
path,  wc  are  nt  s  Iota  to  undenttaod.  If  any 
of  tHir  reoden  tbould  ask  us  to  point  out  a  good 
nySlem  ut  education— as  to  inMruclton,  we  could 
ttot  refer  him  to  a  much  better  Uian  Uiat  adopted 
by  Dr.  Arnold.  Hceducalcsboysiisirthey  wcr 
Iwni  in  the  nintrtocnlh  century,  and  ns  living 
since  the  promulgation  of  improved  science, — 
an  extemled  fraternity  in,  and  oonimunicaiioo 
aniongtit,  nations  —  a  more  enlightened  moral 
philosophy — in  the  sra  of  a  Dugald  Stewart,— 
ably  followed  upi  by-tlie-by,  and  corrected,  by 
WiIkwi.  In  fact,  it  is  idle  now,  for  those  who 
contemplate  the  progress  of  improremeDt  axtd 
instruction  amongst  the  people  of  Enghukd^  l^ 
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th«  difTuMon  of  knowledge  ihrmigh  the  pms,  to 
think  of  suffering  thttir  oftVpHng  tn  hnit  niong 
after  the  niitrch  of  itnproranenl  on  lh«  old 
tntdc  uf  Otv  iixnikisli  cloister  and  itntiquntod 
ruhbiith  of  ihe  octioolif.  In  fact, !«««  tinte  must 
be  wanted  th^n  tiicre  still  is  on  the  dead  lan- 
guage*, ihrouj^i  tho  whole  co(ir«c  of  college  and 
school  education,  and  more  mutt  be  given  up  to 
that  whidi  fits  men  for  the  enlightened  uge  in 
which  they  nre  now  Iwrn. 

■■  But  one  word  shall  we  permit  ourselves  to 
add,  oo  a  most  interesting,— univrrHilly  int^ 
eitting, — topic.  Having  just  touched  on  the 
Hubject  of  improvement  of  the  people,  and 
universal  diffusion  of  kirawledgc,  wc  will  express 
but  one  word  on  tlii»  point,  and  then  return 
lo  the  good  dain*^  and  the  party  we  have  for 
the  moment  deserted.  The  most  cruel  mischiefi 
tbcD,  of  education,  with  respect  to  the  lower 
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oftWrs,  is,  where  it  instructs  them  above  llivir 
bUiiion  in  life,  fur  which,  consequently,  H 
utterly  unfits  than  t  and  in  doing  this,  fre- 
(jucntl/  leaves  them  iritboul  the  means  of  (hat 
hunen  support  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
had,  in  the  prasecolion  of  some  indusiriou* 
and  appropriate  occupation.  It  has  tliereforv 
been  the  cause  of  idleiiD^*,  and  henct'  of  crime : 
aitd  many  crimM  of  design  arr  the  ofT^pring  of 
thi.<  race  of  educated  idlon,  who  arc  too  fastidious, 
lofty,  and  refiiwd  in  ideas  to  stoop  to  work,  and 
RmTel  in  what  are  now  considered  degmdiRj; 
'occupations — too  poor  and  consequently  uopm- 
vidcd  to  live  honestly.  It  H  argued  by  many, 
that  edtication  has  dtministied  critne :  as  a  general 
pntposition,  wc  should  say  such  ought  to  bo,  and 
is  Its  tendency ;  but  that  it  has  actually  dimi- 
nuhed  crime  in  our  state,  we  will  merely  eay', 
ia  Inghly  qiieMionable — without  a  6stteT  con- 
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truiiclion.  We  will  grant  tlint  oilitcatioii  haf, 
in  softening  ilic  mind,  reduced  crimrs  of  barlM)> 
rity  and  brutal  outnigt,  p<Thiips — though  we 
liBvc  stili  flagrant  instanocN  of  tltrac  loo  often ; 
but  that  it  has  not  diminjxhvd  the  aggregate  of 
crime,  is  evident ;  in  as  much  ns  the  incrrasc 
of  crimv  is  greater  in  proportion  than  thr 
increase  of  population.  It  i«  plain,  of  course, 
that  destitution  of  circunislanoeB  from  want  of 
ciiiployuient,  t)ie  uurce  of  which  oril  is  in 
potitical  caufteii  (and  in  no  way  to  be  refemd 
to  education,  or  ita  eflects),  will  be  a  anivc  of 
crimt:  but  putling  thi.«  aside,  (he  propo«it>on 
is  uiKlvniable,  tlut  education,  in  raising  tlic 
minds  of  tfac  humbler  classes  shore  their  Uation, 
must  drive  many  to  crime — by  cruiting  a  dis- 
taste fur  meaner  lalwura,  and  axuequenl  idli> 
nei»  and  destitution.  The  truth  of  this  it 
MiHidently  vmficd  in  thi'  hi&tory  of  three  paru 


196 


OUT  or  towm; 


of  the  cducatnl  crimiiuils  tried  erny  spsnon 
in  Loodon.  Political  causes,  we  acknowledge, 
may  have  ationdoned  many  to  destitution ;  but 
too  often^  whore  this  has  not  been  the  case,  the 
dihtaMe  for  labour,  and  idleness  induced  by 
the  unhappy  rofinement  we  have  mentioned, 
has  been  tlic  caiue,  and  no  other!  Mauy, 
ou  ihe  oth<!r  hand,  education  lias  profiled,  to 
improre,  to  Btiniulabe  to  honest  exertiuu,  to 
combine  tla-  duties  of  a  lifi;  of  labour  with  an 
eniighteunaent  of  mind.  We  should  be  tony 
it  it  were  otlierwiw;  w«  wiih  it  were  more 
general;  wc  wish  the  unhappy  instances  we 
have  exhibited  on  tlie  otlwr  tide  of  the  question 
were  less  gt-nvrnl.  How  many  are  olTonled  us 
in  the  wretched  beings  of  both  mtxcs  with  whidi 
our  great  Uabylon  swarms !  ^Vgain,  in  Uir 
refiueinent  of  the  mind — in  those  on  irfaom  wr 
have  been  conteoiplating  cnmer-Zrom  uii  vduca- 
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tioM  dinpFoportioned  to  their  slatioOi  a  keen 
cense  of  shame  i*  awakened,  vhich  rouses  oucl 
edf^  all  the  piingv  of  renmne,  and  reiiilt^rs 
that  inuruction  n  curae  which,  within  proper 
bound*,  And  with  a  due  regaitl  u>  tlie  Btatiuu 
of  Ufe  to  be  o<;cii)>k-d,  would  have  been  a 
bla«ng.  Froni  this  view  alone,  Imve  we  Uku 
rt^garding  tUts  im[x)rtjuit  qucMioii,  wclUwisJicm 
as  we  arc  to  the  improvement  of  all  daase§,  front 
highest  to  lowest. 

To  return  to  our  party.  "  Now,"  said  the 
giNHl  tlnmc  to  Lady  Lcnlvorth,  aa  she  passed 
thrcN^  the  tchool-roora,  "there  is  a  puzxh^ 
for  jour  ladyship!  Look  at  those  two  bojr*,— 
I  call  ihmt '  Jack  and  Gill : '  one  is  very  slow 
and  Ko  dull  that  be  can  leom  nothing  till  ufttr 
a  long  time,  while  the  other  ts  so  vcrjr  ({UJek 
that  he  can't  stay  to  Imru  anything  firopcrly ; 
he  aees  the  thing  at  onoc,  or  fancies  he  nes  it— 
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jumps  at  it,  and  telU  a  very  plaunblv  tMorf 
about  it.  But  in  (ruth  be  Has  tu  be  rvminded 
of  a  varHHy  of  pMOts  UiAt  he  had  overlooked ; 
•o  tltat  by  thv  lin>c  he-  Innit  h  thing  rigbUy  nnd 
ihorougbly,  bi«  slow  couitii)  (who  saw  nothing 
on  earth  of  the  inatier,  while  he  »w  it  it]  I 
aa  be  thought)  bas  got  just  as  far  as  be  ba«, 
and  knows  tlie  thing  equally  soon  I " 

"  Why  this  is  tlw  fablir  of  tJic  hare  and  th* 
tortoise !  "  said  Sir  Jasper. 

"  Extremes  meet  in  this  instance,  indeed  !  ~ 
>aid  Mdmont  :  '*but  it  is  a  cose  whidi  I  have 
not  unfrcqucntly  witnessed:"  following  up  bis 
rmiark  by  citing  the  famous  lines  plaoitl  nt  lh« 
head  of  the  chapter,  which  excited  tiie  merri- 
metit  of  all  Uie  party  on  the  oociuian,  not 
excepting  the  oM  lady  with  the  lemon -cockatoo 
crest. 

By  this  lime  all  that  was  to  be  «dd, 
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or  doiK',  was  said,  sera,  and  don« ;  little  Agne« 
Mintoo  was  left  with  the  good  dame,  wliIi 
a  proniise  fironi  Lady  L.  and  Alice,  as  they 
kissed  her  on  uking  leave,  that  tHey  would 
before  lung  pay  her  a  visit.  Mclmont  added 
bt  litis,  that  if  he  found  her  improvMl  when  he 
next  called,  he  should  give  her  some  keepiake 
lu  new  for  him.  And  so  this  interesting 
expedition  endtd — as  public  dinners  do,  where 
there  is  no  lack  uf  turtle,  icrtl-puiich,  venison, 
ordiani|)agn«— "much  to  the  MUsfaction"(such 
is  the  im]xirtant  languugc  of  the  report*)  of  all 
parlies  prc^nt 
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jiy  ixu«*rt  iirro  in*  mom  or  vcHomr  mattbk*;  cm, 

•  K    RVKKIKQ    AT    I.AKCnOWHII. 


Honiinr  i-nllii^l  niual  iibrj: 
Love  lo  Rlunr  mtul  (■•«  mj. 

Old  Sba  Sohc. 


This  evetiing  Molmont  cut  th«  tabte  d'bfite, 
and  dined  en  familU  with  the  party  «t  Lnitw 
tluw-DP.  Sir  Jaipcr  was  glud  to  havr  sn  oppur- 
tunity  of  coovening  with  tbt-  son  of  bis  old 
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fricDil  about  variuuit  projvcU  on  entering  the 
arnu  of  life  and  ita  public  st&ga, 

"  With  »  much  less  local  inttrcst  than  your 
opponent,"  said  Sir  Jasper,  "  il  was  bcJd  in  you 
te  undertake  the  poll.  J  dare  say  yoti  now 
rather  n^ct  the  loss  of  mom-y,  than  otherwise, 
whidi  it  nauRt  have  entailed  on  you.  I  know  I 
Rgret  iny  losses,"  added  the  knight,  lowering 
hii  vtnce,  with  a  demi-serious,  demi-ludicrous 
■ir. 

**  I'm  no  advocate,  indeed,"  replied  MelraonI, 
*'  for  throwing  nway  money  carelessly;  but,  in 
this  instance,  t  scarcely  regret  what  I  have 
hanardvd.  Promotion,  no  less  than  experience, 
can  only  be  gained  by  being  paid  for;  and 
if  I  bare  lost  my  election  thi»  time,  I  consider 
myself  as  having  gone  some  n'nytuwurds  securing 
my  return  tn  the  nmt  oonteaL  I  am  oertain 
I  am  popular  amongst  tlw  ekctors  of :  and 
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1  cmutder  inyttlf,  now,  ax  havii^  a  *  vtAed 
inurent*  in  the  hearts  of  (lit*  kunvn— the  greatn- 
fwoportion  of  tbeni.  Many  voted  against  their 
iiill  for  my  opponent;  but  his  superior  local 
tntluciice,  from  property,  wilt  not  *;tvehis  reiuro 
noxc  time.'"  r 

**  Talk  of  their  xtooiachs  and  not  their  hearts," 
said  Sir  Jasper,  laughing ;  **  pay  tliem  a  visit 
now  and  then,  and  ply  them  well  with  the 
convincing  urgiimcnls  of  beef  and  mutton,  and 
strong  ale,  and  that  is  tlio  surest  way  to  secure 
youriatvreM  in  their  hearts." 
'  **  I'm  inclined  to  agree  with  you,"  replied 
Melmunt,  "  tliat  with  a  pack  of  wretches  such 
a»  these,  the  true  argumentuM  ad  mouikem,  i» 
the  argnrntntum  ad  fKvrwtu—femag  that  the 
Htoniiu;))  i«  the  god  to  which  most  min  pay 
adoration." 
.    "  Ay,  and  the  true  argument  with  moil  mett. 
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1  fancy,  wbo  are  oil  wretclwd  cruMigh  in  their 
inability  to  withstand  die  argument  of  n 
good  dinner .  How  wriously  the  wagv  JolinMin 
thought  of  eating  \  IH6  lie  more  digmfy  ihr 
lubjcct  of  a  dinner  by  bis  roipect  fur  it;  or 
degradv  himself  by  thinking  so  much  about  it? 
-Vflrily,  with  frail  man  tfav  rcvcne  uf  lliesoip- 
ture  text  is  applicable,  which  talks  of  th«  in- 
4:reaie  of  flesh  oflerings  not  being  to  aoceptsblt 
asa  loftier  kind  of  worship  1"  ,, 

"  When  I  talk  of  the  *  bcvta'  of  my  con»(i- 
tuent&.  of  counc  I  indulge  in  a  htUe  elcvtitu)- 
Bering  cant;  and,  between  our«clr<»,  niy  greei 
reason  for  hoping  I  Khali  vaitciuislt  my  opponent, 
on  a  future  contest,  i»  bccnute  he  i*  inclined  u^ 
he  sparing  of  hii '  cakett  and  ale;'  my  tpirit,  on 
the  other  )iand,  being  of  the  liberal  kind  in  the 
promotion  of  good  cheer,  is  a  great  ticket  to 
popularity." 
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*'.<*  Don't  let  this  laudable  H|)irii  flag,  tar  it  ik 
idl  that  will  give  jrou  supurioriiy,  b«  iu«unxl, 
abtn-v  the  local  interest  of  Lord  — ." 

•'  What!  think  yuu  the  spirited  decion  uT 
■■  Uare  Rot  riiared  in  the  noble  regen«nition 
of  tbctiincs.^"  ia\nA  M«lmun(,  laughing;  *'thal 
they  are  not  adorers  of  purity  of  clcctioo,  uo- 
bought  votin,  and  all  that  I  have  so  vapound 
about  oa  the  hustings  i"*  and  he  cxnitinued  iro* 
ideally — "  Don't  suppose  human  nature  is  what 
it  was! — Don't  imagine  in«n  have  those  itching 
palms  for  the  (ouch  of  gold  that  they  used  lo 
have— to  say  nothing  alxnjt  the  vast  improvement 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  country!  such  a 
diminution  of  distms,  or  the  neceteity  which 
would  lead  them  to  accept  a  bribe! — Pshaw  1 
we  are  getting  towards  poUlicaJ  and  social  per- 
fection speedily!^ 
"  ••  It  ia  well  said," an»wer«d. Sir  J!««per:  "  I 
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can't  help  lau^iing  to  hear  bo  many  say  wriouvly 
wliat  you  say  ironically:— to  supptMc,  that  whilst 
human  nature  incorrupt,  pditical  project*  can 
ever  be  without  the  chance  of  taint  I " 

*'  Those  who  utter  thJa  cant,  know  well 
enough  what  they  arc  about !  Mcantimo  I  fear, 
unlen  I  can  remedy  ihc  deficiencies  in  my 
exchequer,  I  shall  be  likely  to  lose  the  seat  next 
election,  whicli  othcrwiae  I  am  certain  of,  after 
all  that  I  have  already  spent !" 

"Supply  your  exchequer! — 'what  a  pity,' 
la  wit  in  the  play,  *  we  individuals  can't  iuur 
Exchequer  Sills,  and  lay  taxes  on  the  fools  luul 
dupe»  of  soriety,  gravdy  pretending,  like  govern- 
ment, to  pay  them  interest  while  we  modestly 
pocket  the  principal?'" 

"  My  way  of  remedy  nitist  \k  by  laying  a  tax 
on  the  stcheme  of  matrimony.  A  rich  wife,  SirJaa- 
per,~^  rich  wife  ia  what  I  must  look  out  for,  or 
foruwdl  unibitioD!  whose  prvjecib  cost  so  much." 
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*'  You're  right  in  jmup  anxiety  to  get  into  tht 
'  HotiM,'  lliough  it  a  sametim&i  one  way  ctf' 
sinking  a  fortune." 

"  Ay,  und  of  making  one  at  others  t" 
"  True — Bt  IcaKt  it  used  to  l>e  true :  whicliever' 
way  it  may  be,  your  family-character  requires 
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you  dwuld  *  get  in ;'  a  man  ia,  in  fact,  nobodyi, 
unlcM  he  is  in  jurliament." 

"  Nobody  1  a  nicrr  cipher,  an  ntooiy,  a  noD- 
entUy  '■  The  being  *  in'  makes  a  person  of  conm- 
quvnceout  of  noliody,  and  sinks  into  co<n]}Kratirff 
insignificance  any  distinction  of  fumily.  Judge, 
then,  my  anxiety  to  compius  lhi»  ot)ject,  by  a 
'  prudent  vonnvxion,'  its  1  call  it,  —  a  due  admi- 
ratton  of  that  estimabk  and  Buper-cnunvat 
quality  of '  female  attraction,'  a  long  purae.** 

"  No  doubt  here,  in  Cheltenham,  at  a  place 
of  reMTl,  as  thi«  is,  you  will  answer  yourobjcet ; 
— nay,  somebody  hinted  to  mi:  llic  other  day, 
mnetlung    about  a    cenoiti    fair   widow-lody. 
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who,  aianiig  other  nttrnctions  seemed  eminenily 
uiilovrcd  with  that  which  you  are  obliged  lu 
pay  peculiar  (iffcrcnee  to.  I  remember  it  wa«  4 
certain  Kestaray, — '  Hob  Rv4Uiiiiy'  »  tlwy  call 
him,  or  a&  he  callH  Jiimself." 

**  The  impudent  knave !  how  should  he  know, 
anything  of  my  projects  ■'"  rq^ed  Melmont, 
laughing ;  "  or  if  he  did,  thv  fellow  dvson-n  to 
hare  his  head  broken  for  prating ! " 

"  Who  U  this  lady,  may  I  ask  T'  a»k«l  Sir 
Jnopcr. 

**  A  very  aeiiuble  and  agreeable  person," 
n-plivd  Mvliiiont,  uniling, — "  a  great  deal  of 
mind ! " 

"A  great  deal  of  mind  !  If  you  had  said  a. 
great  dt-^  aS  nwney  I  »houl<l  have  undcrstuod 
you  !  Mind,  forsooth  I  1  thought  you  hiid  a 
'  uiiad'  for  the  exchequer  of  this  tiiir  widow, 
having  younx.-lf  stuck  cpoiigli  of  mind,  p<r  m. 
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Yoa  ore  become  quite  moral !     Mind,  iDdcud  !? 
«aiil  Sir  Jasper,  laughing. 

•'  One  is  obliged  to  spice  one's  sentiments, 
now  *n<]  then,  Sir  Jasper,  witb  a  snuck  of 
nmralitj,  if  it  were  mcrdy  for  tl»c  sake 
of — keqiiug  up  appearances,"  answered  Md- 
inont,  iu  tlie  same  jocund  rein. 

Alice,  who  had  overlteftrd  the  whole  of  this 
dialogue:,  vit»  not  to  inclined  to  feel  amused  at 
iu  purport,  »  tliow  bvlwecn  whotn  it  paued; 
for  )HTluips  tliey  opoke  as  much  in  joke  a.s  in 
earnest.  Mvlmont  had  said  tbiit  puqwsely  to 
disguise  his  real  feelings  from  Sir  Jaaper;  liul 
»  ^ic  wns  nwarv  tliat  what  fortune  she  might 
expect,  could  never  be  adequate  to  answer 
such  expectations  as  he  seemed  tu  entertain  in 
any  alliance  be  might  make,  for  tJie  mere  soke 
■if  promoting  objects  of  a  costly  ambition,— 
and,  as,  at  the  same  time  she  knew  (notwitb- 


0Ai  TBE   IKCBSS. 


211 


ttunding  hU  avowal  to  Iwr)  tbal  men  often 
avow  one  thing,  with  the  express  purpose  of 
diKfrui«in^  another, —  ahe  fell  a  moaivntary 
uneasiness,  which,  however,  a  look  froni  her 
lover,  who  perceived  what  was  passing  in  hn 
mind,  »pvuhly  liani«h«d.  She  and  Lady  Z'cnl- 
worth  now  entereil  nwre  into  the  convcrsatioDt 
which  became  gei>eral.  After  tliU  Mdmonl  in- 
dulged Sir  Jasper  in  taking  a  hand  at  a  rubbvT  of 
whist  with  him,  "  two4iaiKled'" — "  short  points." 
while  Alice  played,— much  for  the  benefit  of  S|r 
Jasper,  who  wa«  a  winocr  in  consequence  of 
the  involuntary  inattention  to  tlic  game,  on  the 
]Mn  of  his  antagonist,  who  forgot  himself  and 
vHiat  he  was  about,  whilst  listening  to  her  per- 
foniiance.  His  admiratioD  of  her  was  not  iMxm- 
nisbed  by  hearing  her  play  and  sing  delighlfully, 
as  abe  did  for  the  greater  port  of  the  evening. 
And  now  our  hero  took  lus  leave,  luore  in  luvc 
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tlian  ever.  On  his  way  home,  as  it  was  not  y«t 
very  late,  it  occurred  to  him  to  call  at  Restamv's, 
and  call  that  varlet  to  account  for  liis  imperu- 
nent  prating  about  Iiiniftelf  and  his  aiTairti.  To 
his  aiirpriw>  he  found  tint  plncc  dncrted,  tttv 
"  Figaro  "  that  lind  (t- nunli'd  it  dvcompcd — no 
one  knew  vhy  or  wherefore,  or  wheni. 

"  Lucky  for  the  knave,"  said  Mclmout,  "  at 
thin  tnotncnt  that  he  is  out  of  my  way  :  my 
fingers  itch  to  belabour  him.  I  would  teach  him 
to  pretend  to  secrcAy,  and  prate  all  the  timv  to 
every  one  that  ooiues  in  his  way  about  matters 
where  tlic  knave'K  assistance  is  sometimes  asketl. 
I  suppose  it  is  for  some  churacterislic  default  of 
this  kind  that  he  has  absconded,  dreading  the 
just  reward  of  a  good  drubbing.  We  -ihall  hear 
in  time,  I  suppose,  and  I  am  curious  to  learn." 

So  saying,  Melmont  went  home  and  retired  to 
bed,  but  not  to  rest;  for  what  with  the  state  of 
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uncertainty  and  doubt  in  which  he  iras,  hi* 
thoughtai  seldom  could  be  very  tranquil.  How- 
ever, he  was  of  an  ardent  temperament,  and 

more  inclinvtl   to  (Wfy  trouble  than   give  way 

.1  <•' 

to  it ;    he   had    thcrvTorc  disguised   his  care, 

laughed  amongst  the  gayest,  while  all  unplea- 
sant thoughts  fled  In-fbre  the  viaion  of  Alice. 
Tlien  the  widow  and  her  money,  und  a  scat  in 
lurlinment,  and   the  eloctora  of 
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before  him,  in  succession ;    then    La   Ma 

vilUny  and   ruin !      llicn  AIic«    would  smile 

again;— and  amidst  these  phantoms,  fair  and 

foul,  be  at  last  fell  asleep. 

b>  u  <<  < 
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CHAPTEK  XIV. 


TllE    FAIB   rai40K«B. 


IMiCrnt  uid  hei^ineu  lit  roonil  mr  bean. 

Orw*v»  UitPitAti- 

We  iiiutf  luiur  take  our  readers  back  to  llie 
Mraoge  old  haunted  house  whtcli  had  been  tlic 
M-ene  of  our  hero's  ioterview  with  La  Marre. 
It  was  in  a  room  close  by  the  landing-placc  of 
that  narrow  Btaircafie  at  the  back  of  the  hoitse 
by  which  hi:  had  made  his  retreat,  that  a  Udy 
was  sitting  looking  at  a  miniature  picttnx;,  as  she 
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held  it  over  a  sma\\  stiver  lamp:  die  vw 
exainining  it  with  a  cIum  and  cnrntst  scrutiny. 
Her  oounteiiancc  was  of  noblv  expression,  and 
tltere  was  a  sweetncsB  that  lLiiipcn:(l  the  pride 
it  displayed  —  a  sweetness  retidered  jret  aum 
interesting  hy  the  air  of  sorrow  that  p«i,-aded 
her  features  and  (li.'meanour.  She  would  have 
been  in  llie  "  bloom "  of  youth,  had  not  care 
rendered  her  check  pale,  and  thrown  a  damp 
upon  the  liveliness  so  natural  lo  her  time  of 
life.     She  was  evidently  unhappy. 

"  And  ibcK  are  tbc  features  of  my  mother," 
she  said ;  "  her  name  however  b  yet  a  secret  lo 
me,  and  thc»e  initials  on  the  back  of  the  minia- 
ture tell  me  little  but  that  I  am,  for  some  reason 
or  another,  kepi  a  stranger  to  the  circum&tanc«!i 
nf  my  birth ;  llu-y  do  not  agree  with  the  name  I 
bear.  Bui  this  is  n  theme  of  uncertainty  lew 
griovotis  than  the  outrages  which  1  am  in  con- 
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Ktaiit  (IrcBt)  of  iMOng  cx]k>»mI  to  under  t)tiKdt.'t«Ktrd 
rwof.  V«  liow  lo  t:;Mrapc  the  vigilance  of  ih* 
('iMiiit  I  know  not,^-or  what  is  the  rea^iOD  of  hi* 
peiwecuting  me  1  cannot  imagine  .  . .~ 

Here  she  wa&  inlcrrupted  by  a  tap  at  ttie 
door,  and  on  bidding  the  person  enter,  slic  was 
told  by  an  elderly  crabbed-looking  female  that 
the  Count  desired  to  ^pcak  with  lier  In  like  salon, 
to  wliich  the  reader  ha>  already  been  iRtn>> 
duced. 

It  nrati  now  anmewluit  late  in  the  evening ;  the 
room  was  liuudiomely  liglited  up.  The  Count 
WM  there,  dressed  in  a  dinner  evening  dres6( 
hi^  manner  seemed  gay,  and  he  tried  lo  uppvar 
lively  and  agreeable. 

"  Well,  haughty  rair-o«e,"  tnid  lie,  "■*■  bow 
like  you  your  accocuinodatiuu  in  Hittton-houtie  f  ^ 
—  (such  was  the  name  of  the  dwelling,  as 
may  be  judged  from  what  w«»  wid  in  ChajH 
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tcT  II,  concerning  Dsme  Hatton) — "hftTeyou 
bc«n  duly  iitlcndcd  to  P — have  yoii  been  eoinfurt> 
Aie  P  I  never  «a«r  you  looking  »o  well  or  ho 
lovely:"  and  he  here  endeavoured  to  take  l)er 
hnnd,  but  Klvir*  (such  ww  I»er  name)  with- 
drew it 

"I  have  not  wanted  nenesrary  attendance," 
div  re])lied ;  "but  ns  forniiy  feelings  of  comfort, 
how  can  I  entertain  tlicm,  leadiog,  as  I  do,  such 
a  life  of  perpetual  snnoy,  from  prnpoMilH  on 
your  part,  calculated  only  to  tliock  me?  to  say 
nothing  of  Ihp  very  suspicious  character  of  this 
dwrellirg." 

"Suspicious  character!"  The  count  laughed, 
and  i»tccd  her  what  bad  givea  her  cause  so 
to  characterise  it. 

**  Am  I  not  nightly  disturbed  by  notses, — by 
hwchuuts  of  the  iDost  ferocious  and  riotous 
deKription,  which  I  overhear,  aa  they  tVAch 
the  melaDclioly  loncliDcss  of  my  prison  (for  so 
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i  nuiy  Vni\y  call  it)?  and  yet  aever  do  I  set 
tmy  one,  scarcely,  but  yourself,  and  then  only 
to  be  tomiented  with  propoeala  that  diagoat 
and  sboch  me." 

**  It  in  your  own  fxult  that  you  lire  in  what 
you  call  a  prison.  Have  1  not  over  aod  over 
XTowed  my  lore  for  you — my  respect?  Have 
I  uot  reared  you?  Am  I  not  now  shielding 
you  from  destitution  ?  And  all  I  ask  in  retutn 
is  your  love,  if  not  your  gratitude." 

•■  My  d^radation,  you  mean,  as  a  sacrifice  to 
your  guilty  passtoni.  Is  thU  the  object  for 
which  you  have,  as  you  say,  reared  me  and  at 
prrscnt  arc  hnrbouring  mc  i'  Blamo  me,  if  you 
please,  fur  iiif^iitude,  and  never  more  let  me 
be  under  tlie  Dbligalion  of  HUch  counteoanoe 
and  care;  suffer  me  to  quit  this  roof,  Ibr,  on 
the  leraui  you  would  wish  to  we  me  dwell  under 
it,  ita  atmosphere  b  pollution." 

Kay,   nay,  Elvira,  subdue   this  lofty  tone. 
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1  am  not  di&posvtl  to  be  offitndnl  at  wliftl  you 
sftyt  I  low  you  too  well.  Have  I  not  deserved 
your  love  in  retiun  ?" 

"  Lore  is  not  the  subject  c^  choice  or  preme- 
ditation ;  it  U  infiuonccd  by  fwliiigs  wttli  which 
I  uoiifns  you  liavv  never  inspired  nie.  Besidi.'s, 
oa  this  KubjiKt,  it'  you  have  any  honour,  j'uu 
iriU  forbear  to  urge  tnu,  for  my  nfiections  wrc 
Already  engaged." 

"How?  when?  already  engaf^f"  atked 
La  Marrc,  with  confusion,  his  imumcd  gaiety 
abadowed  by  a  frown  which  diiclosed  his  natural 
aeverity  of  dispuKitioit. 

>  -^  It  ugiiilie*  not  how  or  wlieo.  But  suppoae 
it  wtTc  not  90,  still  I  oould  never  return  your 
love,  88  you  call  it  upon  any  trmu;  but  upon 
those  which,  since  I  have  been  in  this  liouse,  you 
have  nore  tluui  once  dared  to  offer  it,  the 
mention  of  it  only  awakens  my  indigoatJoiL'' 
1.8 
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"Retract  that  won),  which  if  jrou  do,  and 
change  thia  tone  of  contnidictioit,  you  nhall  cfUJI 
thU  plaoc  iftslantly." 

**  For  what  ?  For  insults  as  foul  anywhere 
dscas  here?" 

"  I  wili  not  parley  with  joh  longer ;  but 
only  refwat  my  admonitions,  not  to  mar  your 
own  intcmts  by  thia  olntinate  oppoxitiun. 
Why  will  you  force  me  to  speak  har«lily,  when 
I  had  never  thought  of  speaking  hut  in  terms  of 
affection, — of  lore?     Beware!" 

"  Beware !  *  repeated  the  vwoc,  to  which 
La  Marre  paid  no  nttcation  opi-nly,  though 
secretly  it  annoyed  Iiim  much. 

"  Your  language  ia  altogether  unwOTlhy  a 
gentleman,'"  said  Elvira.  "Vou  d^rade  yourw 
self  and  me,— »  now  I  leave  you.  If  1  am 
destitute,  and  you  have  a  spnrk  of  genero- 
sity, you  will  be  the  more  readily  inclined  not 
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to    fiud   strengOi    in   the    help]«9t»cM   tit   my 
Muation.'" 

So  saying  »he  quiltett  the  room,  nlulc  he 
aoftwered  lier  (Hily  with  a  kind  of  sneering  laugh, 
while  at  the  same  time  his  mind  was  occupied 
in  oonsidenng  whrtKe  came  the  tnU-rruption  oe* 
ca&ioned  by  the  vmce  be  had  overheaid.  lie 
knew  not  that  he  had  au  enemy  under  his  own 
roof,  oTy  if  he  hud,  (hat  envmy  was  scarcely  u»v 
uf  whom  he  IimI  miicJi  rcmton  tu  stand  in  aire. 
With  these  conniduraliuns  he  t<x>k  a  lam{)  aiwl 
searched  Ixjhind  the  tapestry — some  old  tapestry 
with  which  one  side  of  the  room  wa»  covered 
— but  he  found  no  signs  of  any  one  having 
been  there,  nor  did  he  know  of  any  privatt- 
door  that  could  have  ^ven  any  one  access  to 
this  part  of  the  room.  DesJstiDg  from  a  fruit- 
less search,  and  setting  down  the  lamp,  he 
dressed  himself  in  a  military  frock,  and  putting 
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on  his  hat  nni)  cloak,  locked  the  door  after  him, 
luid  procnxJiil  down  the  nurow  vtiiircaw  at  tlic 
back  of  lite  houfte  to  a  tort  of  cave, — a  spot 
vhvTc  w-c  must  takv  the  render  to  Icani  what 
htu  been  RMng  on  th«re  during  La  Marrc's 
inK-niew  with  Elvira. 


: 
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mi  "  TKTn'ixa"-rLACK  or  nut  uAsit). 


Vihu  name  wm  tlutt  h«  att«wd !    I  ohm  knew  It  I 

nAKXIB'B  Chbiitiam  TvkHiD  TcHK— IMB. 


What  ihe  reader  has  long  ago  »isp(«t«cl  was 

lie  fact — ihal  the  haunled  dwelling  of  Dame 

Hfttlon  wait  now  the  rendntv<ws  und   lurking 

fiace  of  a  set  of  as  daring  thieves  and  swindlers 

^K  any  the  world  has  known  of  late  years.     \ery 

likely  the  notorious  swindler  Coster,  and  one  or 

.two  other  "  fasliionabla"  of  this  dncripliun, 

I.S 
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imglit  Tiare  1>eeh  iof  tlie  gurtg  wbOe  it  exiseed. 
Wc  shall  now  introduce  the  reader  to  the  spot 
whence  tlic  sound  of  tho«  orgi«»  of  rufSanism 
had  retclied  his  earn  and  thotie  of  our  hero, 
!»' a  -fimner  occanun.  This  spot '  upjKnred 
nriginally  to  liave  formed  the  kitchen  and 
ee](ars  of  the  old  houK*.  The  former  was  still 
UMd  for  its  old  purposes  at  the  end  whcru  the 
fin<-|>lace  wiix,  while,  at  the  otheniid,  which  was 
very  spacious,  ample  room  was  afTordcd  round 
ii  huge  store  for  the  banqueu  of  those  who 
tenanted  this  spot.  The  cellars  formed  the 
receptacle  of  quantities  of  f^ouds  of  all  descrip- 
tions— stulfs,  plate,  jewellerj ; — concerning  the 
distribution  c^  theK  tltere  were  endlvw  nltcrca- 
tiona,  which,  however,  wc«  always  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  the  leiuler  of  then  sooundrda, 
who  was  the  ]»cr«in  calling  himtelf  the  "  CoUni 
La  Marre."    The  confuMon  of  the  scene  wjfc 
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Rlpreaent  beyond  aU  description.  laoDerorn«r, 
older  aod  more  experienced  thieves  were  gtviag 
sucoe  Little  urckiiu  lessons  in  "  picking  pocket*," 
tutoring  than  how  to  Piak^  lying  excufte»  in  ciuw 
u(  their  tieing  obliged  tu  rvsort  to  iIkih  undvr 
any  unlucky  chmrgc.  Tho  "win:  hArlc^iuJn''  was 
bcingduly  ])rac(i««4]on,an(l  thv  urchin  wtiowuld 
uko  H  handkcrchiuf  or  luiy  article  ibnt  might 
be  appended  to  one  of  the  hooks  on  tbe  pendent 
wires  (ready  to  tremble,  as  thoy  were,)  willkout 
maiiiDg  the  machine  move,  wns  to  have  the 
reward  of  his  lightness  of  finger.  Oiher  urchins 
were  reciting  the  "  slang  catechism,"  together 
with  little  wretches  of  tbe  weaker  sex,  piirtncrs 
with  tlK-Di  in  petty  pilfering,  ond  tlie  commence- 
ment of  vice  of  other  descriptions.  In  anoiher 
quaTUf  a  group  of  older  queans  were  clamouring 
with  their  "  pals"  (s*  ih«  sbmg  word  a)  for  « 
tliarc  of  the  earaiog*  9f.  (^cift'iy,  la  r^urn  for 
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ihcMe  bliiadiriimenM which  thv  "  AM>-riaD"*  Vc- 
nu»  (to  tiM  iJii;  claMicul  exprcanon)  dictributed* 
The  tian  of  any  ileovnt  pcreon  would  hnve  been 
u»  much  shocked  to  have  listened  to  the  mixture 
of  oaths,  impropriety,  and  &lang  which  ^ere  ptfn* 
petually  heard  in  thcM-  dnks  of  hura^tv  In 
another  quarter  a  set  of  merry  gamblcn  of  ,a 
better  extenor,  forming  psrt  of  what  is  called  iJm 
M  flwdl-mob,"  weru  throwing  dtcv  or  pbjin^  at 
^Ofige  a  noir,  mingling  their  gaim.-  with  oopiomi 
draughts  from  tlie  bottle-,  uathn,  and  nil  thi;  cha> 
racterislic  impieties  of  Dakh  -  blackguiirdiKtn. 
Two  or  three  older  ruffians  and  niotv  desperate 
looking  chamcten  eat  together  apan,  at  a  fOiaH 
round  table.  Tlw  6rBt  wai  dreasad  like  a 
courier,  in  a  bluejacket  and  trounen,  with  a  fur 
cap  on  hia  head.  The  other  was  Melmont's 
Cierrone,  Geoffry — be  of  the  drab  great-coat 
•  S*f  Herodotu.  ' 
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mid  red  neck-vrrapper.  Another,  too,  a  more 
though  tf II  1-lootiing  pcriwn,  uid  who  did  not 
seem  to  enter  miicJt  into  the  rough  hilarity  of 
his  two  companions,  •ata  with  tbeui.  He  wm 
ilmscd  in  ii  "  Hhibbv-gentcel "  (a.1  it  is  called) 
Iwown  frock— his  countenance  piile,  and  his  hat 
ill  fats  band,  which  he  occasioually  swung  back- 
ward* and  farwanU  as  if  meditating  fmnething, 
and  apparently  sontething  which  disronifiti'd 
him. 

"  Come.  Starling,"  aoid  the  man  in  tlic  fur 
cap,  "  you  sccni  a  pc^  too  low  this  cvcniog.  A 
glaai  of  this  good  Glcnlirct  will  nuke  your 
Uood  circulate  and  your  good  humour  find 
itself  ognin.  Come,  a  gl&n*  neat!  No  hot 
water,  tm  sugar — neat,  I  any  1  * 

This  rough  attempt  towards  chvcriiig  htm 
had  little  effect  upon  Starling,  vho  aaid  be  had 
taken  enough,  but  tliat  no  doubt  Geoffry  would 
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drbk  as  maay  glitnes  as  he  plvasod— "  neat," 
and  make  up  for  his  deficiency-  ^ 

"  Ay,  that  I  will.  Come,  ben/s  oou  tu  the 
health  of  uur  good  capuin,  or  what  you  ploRGv 
to  coll  him,  Fatdvr '. " 

*'  Faldcr ! "  repented  after  him,  in  a  toni:  of 
suTpri«c,  an  old  woman  who  was  Mllinj*  ni-ao 
appmrenily  busi(.-d  in  daniing  a  taticred  habili- 
iiicnt,  OS  if  uot  minding  anything  alHnit  ha. 

"  HuHh,  Gaff  I"  said  tlie  man  in  tliv  furcapi 
**  I  thought  I  heard  yonder  old  crone  rvpeat 
that  name  after  you — should  mind  what  you'rv 
about.  No  more  of  the  mountain  d^w  lor 
you ;  or,  if  you  will  drink  b)»  liealth,  tpvak 
aloud,  and  drown  the  recoUectioa  of  the  fint 
nanie  in  that  of  the  last^-ooine,  here's  a  health 
to  Count  La  Marre ! " 

"  A  health  to  Couat  Ia  Mnrre!''  aaid 
GeoS'ry — "  a  better  fullon*  never  breathed." 
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**  The  Count  La  Mam<,"  sdd  the  old 
woman,  in  a  low  voice,  to  herself;  "are  Falder 
an<l  he  the  same  ?* 

She  was  not  heard  by  tbc  men,  who  chal- 
lenged Starhng  to  drink  the  health ;  but  he  Mir 
sullen,  and  saying  hi;  hud  reasons  which  l)o(h 
La  MaiTc  and  thcnuelvvs  should  one  day  know, 
for  not  doing  ao,  be  gut  up  twm  the  table 
iihniplly,  and  left  the  cave  or  cclUr  (or  trhal- 
ever  the  reader  may  please  to  call  it)  by  a  flight 
of  narrow  atone  aiepe,  that  oomniunicatt-d  with 
the  house,  leaving  his  two  coa)]mn>on.i  in 
amazement  at  his  discomposure. — **  A  rtrungv 
fellow  that  Starling!  there's  no  knowing  bow 
lo  take  him — he's  not  a  subject  to  Mict  by 
anyone!" 

"  No  !  nor  for  any  one  to  stick  to,"  replied 
Geoffry ;  "  there's  some  misdiicf  in  his  nilki- 
noss — you  mind  if  there's  not." 


S33  OCT  OF  towM ; 

t"  Thdr  pariey  was '  here  'broken'  off  by  it 
Vntrenrc  of  some  ttrngglcre  of  the  gtng,  with 
two  or  three  d«gni<led  ffmiiU's,  who  all 
elainourrd  for  driiilc,  food,  and  b  shtire  of  thr 
plunder  or  pkkings,  as  thejr  termed  iu  But 
the  rule  wan,  that  al)  the  booty  oocinntilaied 
should  be  put  into  the  common  stock,  and 
diKtnbutiTd  late  at  night,  or  nrly  the  no^t  day, 
by  the  "  Count"  himself,  whose  i.ikittkxaktg, 
in  particular,  ncrc  the  two  in<.-n  who  have  just 
been  tpvakiug.  1(  was  xImt  buMnv««  to  rtci'tve 
the  booty  and  examine  it,  and  the  merits  of 
(haw  who  were  most  active  in  its  pTxK-uration, 
when,  to  crown  the  interest  of  the  proeecilings, 
at  a  set  time  the  Count  made  hi*  upi»c«ranee, 
talcing  his  share  as  a  premium  for  the  pruu-ction 
he  afforded  the  gnng,  Recording  to  the  report 
of  his  lieutennnts  ns  to  the  amount  of  plunder, 
dktributiug  |iortions  of  booty  to  the  thieves  and 
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swindli;ni  in  (lu«  onler.  Wl)el)i«r  Stnrling  had 
cunsiil«re(l  hiiiiMflf  treated,  <>n  uny  occsnon, 
witli  want  of  riiirae»,  by  tfae  swindler  in  chief, 
or  whether  any  Uiing  else  w«h  thu  caubc  of  his 
aeccssioD  from  the  gang,  rcniHinM  to  be  cc*.fi.  The 
period  of  final  distribution  was  genorally  that  of 
,  a  supper,  or  late  carousal,  and  the  time  was  now 

t  approaching  for  it.     At  length  the  tables  were 
flpread — all  was  bustle  and  expectation  for  the 
coming  of  the  Count. 
The    following    arc    some   of   the    elegant 
remarks  of  the  females. 
"  He's  a  charming  fellow,"  said  one  of  them. 
1*'  C/r  vrai  diable"  uid  anotiier,  a   French 
daiDttel ;  "  ttn  duUtk  a  quatre  *." 
*'  That's  tnit:  enough,"  said  the  old  w-onuiii 
abovi;  mentioned,  with  a  ccnaiii  ni^iilicance  in 
ber  look,  that  bespoke  &lvc  knew  ukore  of  tlic 

■  Sm  *'  Vm  Utmti  qauue,"  tbc  tons. 
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Count's  t^ractcr  tiian  the  fcui«l«  who  hmj 
applied  (Ik- above  ap|}clUtH>D  to  him.  AU  »«« 
noise,  UDging,  swooring,  luughiug,  >lioul)pg,— 
meat  was  TryiRg,  corks  were  drawing,  and  cans 
clattering ;  —  amidst  this  tumult  cnteiwl  tfav 
desired  chief  by  the  stone  steps  which  Starhog 
had  lucended.  This  was  the  signal  for  *'  busU 
ness!"  The  lieutenants  were  sunimoDed. 

"  What  ix  1)11.-  n'sson  timt  SUrling  U  abwnt  i " 
a»ked  La  Marre,  angrily. 

"  Wc  don't  know,  your  honour ;   but   he's 
strangely  sulky  this  evening" 

**  Well,  ve  must  do  without  him ;  but  let 
him  take  eare  and  not  trifle  with  me,"  said 
La  Marre,  and  continued  the  distribution  :  after 
whid)  they  all  sat  down  to  the  concluding 
orgies  of  the  night,  ih«  young  urchin  pick- 
pockuu  nud  little  girls  aeting  as  waiters  and 
ii))-b«arcn  ibr  tbcir  bctUTS  or  etders,  after 
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whose-  surfeit  tJii^  were  tn  regale  on  whatever 
was  left.  The  h»n«ii>e»s  of  feediDg  kepi  the 
company  tolerably  «icnt  for  *ome  litlle  lime; 
but  tempered  as  most  of  them  wete,  by  no  iiv 
considerable  potations  taken  duHnf;  the  ilay, 
the  additional  lic]Uor  they  now  swallowed  soon 
had  ii8  effect,  and  the  tumult  of  ruffian  revelry 
i^uickly  made  ita  way,  and  filled  the  gloomy 
Taults  of  the  roof  with  its  discordant  cchoet. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


mk  MOKTPaLUNB  VALN — OMlUI*CTtm>. 


,  Sec  tfac  people  pan  by,  tn  the  gudeni  «itlillc. 

Datr  Gcidi. 

How,  inUrrupUid?— OvaBMEACK. 


It  is  im  wonder  that  Ikfe'lnioiit  should  hv 
under  a  oonsidcrabl?  degree  of  anxiety  as  lo 
the  tnacbinatiuna  of  La  Marrc.  This  man  had 
l>cCTi  the  eonfidentia)  friend  of  his  father,  who 

implidtly  rdied  upon  biiD,  that  it  vafi  not  M 
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xll  iin|)06siblo  ibc  suwy  of  the  will  might  be 
Hue ;  he  was  dow  just  coming  of  age,  snd 
abi)ut  to  suc-cofJ,  a«  he  hsd  ooee  hoped,  to  his 
fnihcr's  property,  by  riglit  of  heirdom,  hftving 
alwuys  uiulcnitood  that  his  pitri^t  Oitx]  without 
hiiving  made  any  will,  until  he  wus  iufonntid 
liy  La  Matre  of  thwf  being  one.  His  con- 
tidriiuc,  however,  did  not  ahogcthvr  fail  him, 
fiviing  there  were  so  many  suspicious  circum- 
itantxi  cooncctrd  with  La  Mam-'s  mode  of 
hving.  McuDtimc,  the  man  was  admitted 
amongst  the  6rst  circles :  was  a  member  of 
Crockford's — bore  the  character  of  an  accom- 
pUriwd  man  of  the  world,  though  to  Mel- 
niont  Uiere  appeared  so  much  of  the  cunning 
of  viUany,  disguised  under  the  mask  of  an 
attempted  liberal  bearing  and  courtesy  of 
ntaitnfirii,  that  1m;  always  rrgardcd  him  with  a 
glanof,  that  luuil,  "  I  look  through  you,  and  see 
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what  ^'ou  are!"  Fn>bably  it  wm  (liis  that, 
secretly  mortifyii^^  La  Alorrc,  iviuUtcU  him 
more  d«ierii))ned  to  cndvavuvr  to  abase  and 
ruin  uur  hciu.  Whivcvcr  there  is  any  cau&« 
for  uncertainty  or  «u«]Kn»e,  it  is  im)M»&ibl« 
liitirvly  to  Ktitic  it ;  Melinont'K  gaivty  iu  Mictely 
tlierefore  was  but  acting  a  [nK.  He  wm  at 
present  on  tlie  Promenade,  walkiitg  irith  9tr 
Jait[)tT  and  Lady  Lciitworth,  and  another 
persuD,  on  whose  arm  Lady  L.  leant,  — 
Meluwnt  had  the  happiness  of  conducting  hin 
'*  dear  Alice."  They  sal  down  on  one  of  thi- 
tx-nchtis  itcar  the  entrance  to  tlie  pump-mom, 
at  the  top  of  the  farourilc  walk,  uhilL-  the  band 
was  playing  as  uaual.  M#lu>unt  amused  Alice 
with  his  reoiaHts  on  tlio«c  tlwt  passed  by, 
told  her  their  history. 

"  Tbere,"  he  said,  "  you  see  that  stiff  eldei-ly 
gutkaun,  who  seeoia  wvU  pleased  .mih  buofiell 
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for  wliflt  he  n  nving;  he  is  what  is  call«d  t 
d^levant  Jntne  /tomme,  a  nuui  who,  iliough  a 
aepttMi/^Miire,  Ims  married  a  young  wife  and 
tunicd  his  back  on  his  grown-up  children  by 
thv  first— ODC  of  the  vaunvst  of  the  vain  and 
most  svlfish  of  (he  selRsh  I  who  frocn  having 
gained  a  little  paltry  "  liculittant-goremor^ip" 
abroad,  years  ago,  was  so  ntudi  elat«d  by 
it,  that  he  could  oeTer  tread  upon  his  heels 
again,  but  jerked  along  on  tip-toe !  Yoo  see, 
even  at  liis  present  time  of  life,  he  walks  with 
a  lijilf  spring,  half  hobble." 
•■-  "  What  was  the  distinction  you  mentioned  ?** 
asked  Ali«-. 

"Oh,  some  trumpery  little govemonliip,  that 
had  a  knighthood  attached  lo  it,  in  one  of  our 
colonies,  where  there  was  little  cmnpetilion,  and 
he  had  the  "  march  "  to  it  all  his  own  way,  tincr 
nobody  envied  him  the  distinction  !    So  Bcllish 
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is  ihis  (DM,  and  so  unnatuni!,  llist  thej  My 
Im.'  ba»  been  the  cause  of  driving  «  son  <if 
hU  to  ruin,  having  taken  •  dislike  to  him 
froai  a  child !  He  wan  ever  A  tynutt  in  his 
family,  «m1  meanly  mnging  to  his  tuprriors 

"  Very  cnntemptihle,  indeed  I    I  have  hf-ard 

cnuugli  of  him.    What  is  bis  name  ?    Sir 

what?" 

"Lewis  Mosterlon." 

"  Oh,  ibcre  is  Mn.  L ;  how  do  yoii  like 

Iier?" 

*■  Tolerably  looking,  though  someirhat  pastes 
nuw  ;  a  clcvi-riiih  jicDioii,  but  too  fnnd  of  finding 
fault,  and  not  very  {wrticular  as  to  inventing 
Hibjects  of  detraction  against  really  deeerv- 
ii^  peraoos,  should  they  have  ever  happened 
(o  disagree  with  ber— or  any  one  she  ktu>v» 
and  agrees  witli — in  the  slightest  degree."  ^ 
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There  U  nothing  so  mean  as  detraction. — 
What  sort  of  b  person  is  her  hu^nd  i  * 

"He  b  an  old  ooxcumb  too,  of  «  diflcriMtt 
son  Iruin  Sir  L>cwis— he  \*  n  vuptd,  prating, 
ihalUivr  Ix-ing,  but.  coming  into  »nw  propeny, 
he  got  into  the  comniiMJon  of  the  peace,  and 
hss  now  ac<|uired  a  nnaltering  of  couuty  bu- 
sinctt,  from  titudving  tla-  jxwr-Uws;  mi  io  these 
rural  law  psrttculars  be  is  pouibly  grouudcHj 
cnougti  to  secure  him  from  the  general  chnrgt 
<rf"  shallowneSEL,  which  be  certainly  cviiwei  on 
every  other  subject," 

"  Very  likely  then  be  is  no*  scnnble  of  liis 
own  shallowness  P" 

"There  it  the  ihingl  not  a  happier  being 
cnuld  (here  be,  tlian  thin  man  !  be  ia  in 
that  state  of  blissful  self-satiKfactiun,  that  is 
)>erfeclly  bappy  in  not  seeing  its  own  injjg- 
nifioanve:." 

vol..  t.  St 
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•*  Who  would  vrisb  then  to  remove  so  hapjijr 
a  ddunon  ?" 

*^  I  agree  with  you  it  would  be  crud,  and 
not  worth  while.    There  i»  a  Btran^  character  V^ 

•<Who  is  he?  He  has  an  odd  expreaston 
of  countenance  I" 

"Tbey  t<aj,  and  apparently  not  without  re«. 
soD,  that  he  ia  half  craclicd :  he  doles  on  his 
wife  one  tnoment,  takes  Bts  of  raving  at  her  Uip 
next,— an<l  then,  doLe«  on  her  again  !" 

*'  Savc  me  from  nieh  a  maniac :  I  could 
dispense  with  hia  doting,  if  it  must  be  at 
tite  expense  of  my  peace,  just  as  it  happened 
u>  suit  his  caprice." 

"  Ijuok  !  there  is  another  strange  character  ! 
a  very  social  Iklachiavel !  He  ha«  always  at- 
tained every  thing  he  ever  got  by  appearing 
to  avtnd  it ;  lie  is  a  man  of  genius,  is  poqKtuiUly 
abusing  hinuelf,  and  though  some  ill-natured 
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people  am  willing  to  uko  Itim  at  his  word, 
yet,  in  the  long  nin,  his  proofs  of  genius  have 
been  «o  tncontMtibIc,  thnt  he  li«  tnaay  ndvo- 
tMe»,  who  are  amuscid  at  his  eccentricities, 
and  viUing  to  praise  htm ;  he  is  a  perfect 
oontrodictwD  in  all  he  docs — look  there !  he  » 
boiririg  meet  respectfully  to  those  very  vulgar 
don-dy-loufcing  people." 

"Why  so?" 

**  Why  for  the  very  reaton,  that  tlwy  are 
vulgar  and  dowdy." 

"  I  aee  the  reaiion  ! — because  by  liia  show 
of  attention  to  them,  he  make*  thoae  arouitd 
imagine  Utctn  to  be  persons  of  coiiioijueiice, 
and  hence,  that  ho  need  ool  be  ashamed  of 
being  wen  speaking  u>  them; — a  good  mait- 
(Mirre!" 

*'  Precisely  so ;  hut  he  is  rather  a  dai^jennu 
person   loo,  {ix  he  is  very  civil   to   tliose   he 
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iiiu«t    hates.     Oh,  there  are    my    friends    the 
Cytaom  t" 

■t**'rhcy  Mem  ni**  people." 
,  "  Why  y»9,  the  huiibaDd  is  a  very  good- 
hcAilcd  person,  I  believe ;  certainly,  apparently. 
Tcry  go(K)>nature(l ;  he  has  reaMxi  indeed  to 
be  90,  for  never  was  a  more  fortunate  imng 
in  the  world!" 

"  Why,  what  ?  a  pnte  in  the  lottery  ?" 

"  Yen,  in  Fortune  »  lottery.  He  was  t!ic  son 
<>f  n  clrrgymjin,  and  bein^  fuund  iiiipenetrBbly 
dull,  was  packed  nfl*  to  sea ;  when  lo !  by  the 
death  of  some  old,  out-of-the-way  rrlativr, 
he  was  culled  home  to  wealth  and  an  i-Ktate, 
anil  married  a  person  admirably  well  calculated 
to  make  him  Imppy." 

"  How  so  ?  her  qualities  must  be  wry  atuia- 
blc  dntibtlcss?" 

**  Why  I   was  not  now  considering  that   so 
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much,  as  that  aho  was  exactly  suited  to  him ; 
Dut  at  all  above  him  in  cajundty  (which,  wIkh 
this  is  the  case,  rarely  occasions  much  regard 
in  a  man  for  his  wile) ;  she  is,  in  fact,  n  nilly 
woman ;  of  a  family  of  cockneys,  which  her 
manner  and  vxprcMtions  in4licate,  and  mightily 
fond  of  considering  hcrwlf  a  ffrandg  liame, 
as  being  mistress  of  a  place  called  Booby- 
umr^  Hall.  Under  these  fits  of  self-uLi^ac- 
don,  she  is  fond  of  attempting  to  say  fine  things, 
and  of  oo(|uetting  with  any  one  who  is  near  her  : 
meantime,  her  poor  addte-brain  lord  is  jealous 
as  the  greeiwycd  monster  can  make  him !" 

"  Indeed !''  said  Alice,  laughing  ;  "  and  what 
is  the  consequence  ?" 

"  That  the  lady,  instead  of  scolding  him 
Cor  his  absurdity,  says  something  aifronting 
to  llw  person  the  hiix  been  coquetting  with, 
ill  oTxler  to  appease  Iwr  husband." 
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"  Booby  indeed ! "  rcjgined  Alices 

"  Yc*,'!*!*!  Melmont  Uitghin/;,  "he's  a  booby, 
Md  slic's  o  baby :  »o  much  for  die  Cymona  > 
They,  however,  »how  great  re«pect  for  me, — 
iiiKv  Mrs.  CymoDi  being  fond  of  matdi-making, 
— (vrhich,  by-the-by,  in  another  of  her  amuble 
prettincMes,)— Aanguinely  hopes  to  captivate 
me  with  one  from  a  host  of  interesting  and  poor 
relutivc*,  ofwhotniJic  very  kindly  endeavours  to 
promote  the  interests," 

"  Well,  that  is  Tcry  kind ! " 

"  I  mean  to  give  her  that  credit,  be  assured, 
in  tJuA  pBTticular,  ati  far  as  they  are  concernHl ; 
but  meantime  it  ia  an  annoyance  to  the  '  Gentle 
Shqiherds'  witli  whom  she  ia  endeavouring 
to  parcel  out  her  '  lambkinx,'  by  *  hook  and 
by  crook,'  for  she  really  docs  her  utmost  fai 
this  matter,  and  I  believe  has  succeeded  on  one 
or  t«ro  occasions.'* 
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"  Foriunal«  for  tlioie  sh«  has  intrigued  for ! 
But  Ke,  pspa  and  tuamma  are  going  into  the 
putnp>room  ;  shall  we  follow  tbetn?" 

"■  Wei]  follow  thGin  in,  after  we  have  taken 
one  more  turn,*'  said  Mvlmottt;  and  rinnf: 
from  the  seal,  he  offered  his  arm  to  AlicCi  wlio, 
proceeding  with  liim,  by  a  path  that  luracd  from 
the  end  of  the  grest  walk,  into  the  gardenn 
which  the  pump  room  Aaoks,  they  dtd  not 
perceive  that  a  permn  was  following  tlieni 
close  t>ehind. 

J„  M elmont,  after  a  short  pauw,  Itegan  to  revert 
to  the  iuhject  tliat  iuten-Med  them  both  mun- 
than  any  otl»er,  attd  our  hcto  was  going  on 
to  say  that  he  hoped  tliere  would  be,  now, 
little  delay  to  the  completion  of  their  huppint^, 
«Incc  be  should  shortly  be  of  age,  and  trunted 
be  should  Buocced  to  hU  father's  estate  by 
riglit  of  inheritance;  **and  without  you,"  be 
continued,  to  Alice,  "neitltcr  ertate  nor——" 
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"  Wbat  «tat*  ?"  Jomandcd  a  roice,  at  whi<A 
Mchnont  started — aitd  looking  f«ui>d  l>chclil 
Ln  MdiTc. 

"  Scoundrel ! "  cried  Mclinont,  "  what  means 
this  iiiiMenily  inlntrion  here  ?  Kerp  your 
insolence  for  another  place,  and  another  time, 
and  do  not  haunt  my  prtvacy— I  tell  you  I  defy 
you." 

AHc«,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  was  confoumlMl 
at  this  interruption,  and  could  not  suppresa  an 
involuntary  shriek  when  La  Slarre  so  suddenly 
showed  himself.  She  was  astonished  both  at 
his  liaving  proved  he  had  overheard  what  MeU 
munt  had  addressed  to  her,  and  at  the  purport 
of  what  he  had  snid,  which  slkowed  that  he  bod 
ftcontroul  over  her  lover,  or  that  the  lattn-  wax 
offering  her  what  be  was  not  entitled  to  do.  All 
this  cmUuTaagmcnt  was,  however,  cut  short  by 
the  arrival  of  Sir  J(i«per  and  lady  L.,  while  La 
Marrv,  seeing  the  mischief  be  had  produced. 
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retreated,  telling  Melnumt  where  lie  wm  to  hv 
found.  Our  hero's  mind,  oKAntiaic,  was  agitaiMl 
with  the  double  anxiety  of  (inding  out  ttw  vxtvnt 
of  th«  nii»diii;f  tliiK  niRii  hud  donr  him,  uud  aW> 
the  explanation  he  should  be  obliged  tu  give 
Alice :  for  the  present  he  assumed  hid  comjxMure 
with  his  usual  tact,  tcUing  her,  that  wliat, 
had  happened  was  but  a  trifle— of  no  conw- 
4)iicnoc;  or  that  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be 
^^— what  ftlie  had  overheard  as  to  tlie  duubt 
of  hU  having  any  estate,  she  should  Im:  further 
informed  of.  He  then  pressed  ber  hand,  and 
look  his  leave  of  the  party,  having  aecn  them 
to  lh«  door  of  their  rcfiidence. 
f,To  return,  however,  to  the  walk  we  hiive  juhI 
quutted.  La  Marrc,  la  he  went  away,  was 
himself  not  a  little  di»conotrtcd  to  »ev  a  i^erson 
approach  him  with  a  determined  a^tpect  wliich 
bode<l  an  alti-rca^on  :    t)iU  jienwD  was  Slurliiig* , 
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■»lhe  man  wl>o,  we  m«y  iwatmher,  was  repre- 
wnled  as  diaafTwIed  towards  La  Marre. 

<<  **  What  is  it  you  want  with  me  at  this  place?" 
Kid  l.a  Morre  to  the  man.  **  I  iiuut  on  your 
not  following  mc  herewith  your  import unitiM." 
He  tried  to  brush  b}-,  but  Starling  Muck  clow 
to  him. 

n  "  I  have  bcvn  your  slave  too  long,  Mid 
but  too  ill-rcwnrdcd— too  jKiItry  are  the  tn- 
ducemvnix  held  out  to  me  to  be  any  longer 
the  himgtT-on  of  a  swindtcr,  who  hoa  iwiodled 
no  one  marc  than  mysAlf.** 

**Xjet  me  not  hear  another  word  on  tbia 
subject — you  arc  ungrateful" 

"  I  will  expose  you  to  the  whole  town  !  You 
(«Dd  Bomc  of  your  compeers  in  gaming  and 
ni^ery)  flutter  here  mid  there  at  diiformt 
watering-places,  picking  up  dupes.  I  will  mar 
your  scheming." 


I 
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jltpTlBlWr'  of  thiH,  I  «By !"  (La  Marre'^angt^r 
«-ould  nsdily  hin-c  giv«a  way  to  grealtr  viv- 
]«Dcc  Qf  exprvvKiuii  hc^re,  l)ui  b«  clicckul  hJintclf, 
apprebensiv*  the  man  might  probably  crvate 
a  disturbance.)  "You  have  no  couiW!,"  be  aiMed, 
in  a  more  Mibducd  tone,  "for  tbts  imult.*' 

"  Wbi  I  not  the  agent  you  employed  in 
bringiug  the  Udy  (Elt-ira,  he  meant)  from 
France  to  your  den — Uatton  House  F  Did  you 
iMit  promise,  for  those  servicea»  to  establish  me 
in  in<lependence  P  What  have  you  done  ?  Have 
you  fulfilled  a  [unidc  of  your  prombe?" 
•trii"  You  have  no  patience. " 

"  Patience !"  said  Starling,  stamping  hisi 
Ibot ;  "  I  think  my  patience  has  had  ume  to 
wear  out  t  Where  ia  the  reward  you  promiaed 
nie,  long  before  thiH  last  affair,  (or  being  n  party 
to  the  signature  of  Uic  will— -" 

*'  Pshaw,  pehaw !  Do  not  iloubt  tluit  I  will  re- 
member your  services ;  only  be  reasonable—'* 
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"  Bcasooablc  I .  Yes,  you  w«at,  by  this  viU,  to 
cUiim  uU  that  prupcrty,  which  you  know  will 
place  you  beyond  tlie  reach  of  ptTictising  any 
(>f  the  arta  you  at  pruwiit  practiie,  and  then 
you  will  mock,  me!  But  take  hoxl— I  nuty 
thwart  you  yet;— and  w  tiow  1  leav«  you." 

Thtt  Count, womewhat  n:|K^nting  of  iiot  having 
tempoHAed  more  with  thitt  imi^tL-d  man,  wihiUI 
have  colled  him  buck ;  hut  tw  was  gone, 
and  iieciningiy  with  a  dctemiiiiaiion  of  pur- 
porn;  thut  wfts  nut  overHtUHpicious ;  twwwcr, 
the  "Count^  was  safe,  s»  lie  cMisidrrcd  he 
was  in  possession  of  all  his  objects,  —  at> 
will  be  better  seen  by-and>by, — so^  drown- 
ing all  thoughts  of  apprehension,  with  his 
usual  eSrontcry,  be  joined  the  throng  on  the 
I'romciuule;  aitd,  being  well  kiwnn  to  nuuiy  m 
society,  he  was  soon  busied  in  conversatioi>— witJi 
Bome  on  sucial  torniji — with  olla-rs,  wit])  an  eye 
towards  making  thvm  his  dupc«,  und  cnpccijUly 
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ihtNte  whom  h«  saw  flattered  !>}'  his  notice  as  u 
per^in  n(  rank,~-{ar  such  w  the  weakne^  of  men, 
am)  i)k'  English  not  leaitt,— and  among^  i)ie 
mint  otuervant  towards  him  may  be  menltoned 
Sir  L«wui  Ma^ertt^ii.  With  tIie.4eg<)od  people 
wc  l«M«  our  exemplary  *'  Count,"  «0t!  wish 
UiuD  joy  of  Uicir  company. 
tr 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 


'■  OUT  or  SOBT*" — A  VOLILOat-T, 


Nun<|aiuii  mfaiiu  toliu  quuo  cum  Milua,  nee  minu  otjoins 
qiuus  cum  DtlOtM. 

Whex  Melrooot  got  booit;,  be  found  h  note, 
inviting  him  that  evening  to  a  ball^  where  he 
was  to  meet  the  Letitworths ;  but,  in  Conw- 
quenoe  of  what  had  happened  in  the  walk 
that  morniog,  he  feared  Alice  n-ould  be  tiMi 
mudi  db«uiiipo«cd  to  go.     However  our  bemV 
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maxim  was  **/a  gaiety  porte  toujour!  de  bon- 
hettr,"  and  he  wba  detet-mioed  iwither  to  b«- 
downcut  himself  about  the  matter,  dot  permit 
her  to  be  ao;  so^  with  this  view,  be  wrote  a 
nole^  telling  her  he  should  go,  and  begged  of 
her  not  to  decline  going  also.  This  note  be 
de^iatched  by  Fleuret,  hi»  vaUt  dt  cham\>re  (aa 
has  been  already  told  in  Chapter  I.  of  these 

^  page*),  a  handy  feliow  rtwugh — n  kind  of  Scnpin, 
who  wot  of  uw  to  hix  master  on  emergencies,  for 
which  he  made  up  by  indulging,  at  times,  in  » 

1^  certain  privilege  allowed  him  of  exprensing  his 
thoughts. 

"  Order  an  ice  to  be  sent  as  you  paa»  by  the 
abop,  in  your  way  with  the  note.*" 
r.'»» Ye«, Sir,  niorderranchettetobringit  op," 
answered  the  impudent  vaWt — "  immediately.** 
■  ''*'  And  let  me  have  a  bottle  of  champagne," 
added  KIelmont>  as  the  valet  made  his  exit; 
"this  may  do  me  good,  for  in  sooth,  I  am  in 
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a  yAwuiug  mood,  despite  my  dforts  to  pc-rsiuulei-' 
AUcc  and  tnywir  to  be  sprighUy  !" 

In  fact,  do  what  be  would,  our  liero  ouuld 
not  altogetlier  Htifle  the  oon!>i<leratioBH  of  annov^tl 
ance  whkli  tlie  pivbnLIc  kucccm  of  Lii  MiUTe*«>- 
nmcliinatioinH  Miggc^ed-     Banish  tlH'  thougbtt' 
or  defy  it  a&  he  would,  tlwre  lay  a  weight  uu 
bis  Bptrita  uDoe  the  interview,  or  JHtemipiianb 
rather,  of  La  Marre,  which  he  could  not  aliugc-, 
ther  shake  off,  so  that  he  was  tonlay  in  one  oC 
those  moods  denominated  "  megrinib,*' an  aficcn 
tioD  of  tniitd  whicli,  for  thv  »io«t  part,  "  pok 
men  out*'  with   every  thing  about   them,  and 
tbeniEelrcs  toa    ]n  «uch  n  mood  as  this  you 
may    we   on    unlinarily    good-natured    fellow 
tamed    into  n  grouting,  di»contcDt«tt  acctii^/ 
whom  it  is  the  inclination  of  v%-cry  one  to  abun,  ^ 
who  would,  on  bis  own  part,  as  gladly  fly  from 
himself! 

lelnvout,  like  otltcr  K^ngs  under  this  influ- 
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itD  A  loliloquiBiiig,  diiiconteiiteil  hununir 
rather,  iliuugh  by  no  means  a  naturally  itplmcde^' 
|)vrwn,  but  much  an  tonirairt,  as  ihe  subject  «f 
his  inu3)f^  will  tJtow.  Two  or  three  magazines 
were  lying  on  the  tabic,  and  a  newspaiKT,  u-htch 
be  took  in  for  the  purpose  of  sending  every*! 

day  to  the  independent  electors  trf ,  when* 

it  was  his  ambition,  one  of  tb«e  days,  to  figure 
a»  K|in»cntative.  Meantime  he  walked  up  and 
down  till*  room  m  deshahiUe,  and  thu«  gave  vent 
141  till-  eR'uuonii  of  the  mood  "  lack-a-daJMcal," 
"  bluc-deTil  haunted,"  and  "  vapourish"— a 
potential  nKKxt,  indeed,  Tor  provoking  the  flow 
of  wlitar}'  grumbling.  '  "*' 

"  Wliat  mere  acting  the  game  of  society  is ! 
What  a  camdcon  I  am ! — so  grave  by  myself— » ' 
KO  gay  in  aocirty— so  diangeable  e^er !     Lord  I* 
who  would  think  I  were  the  same  person  ?-^> 
sulking  and  mclttncholising  Ik-tc  by  myself,  and 
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runnii^  on  like  s  very  *  wilW-thiswisp,'  bh  I 
do,  ill  KKirty,  dazzling  the  dull  gapers  about 
me  I  Pshaw,  pebaw! — oo  conceit — I  am  no- 
hody  Rt  prvscnl.  Political  prospects  down  at 
aero  —  matriuMUiiBl  projects  wavering  in  the 
balance— Pooh  ! — I  may  be  somebody  yet.  in 
MibstancK',  thnt  is,  as  well  as  reputation :  at  pre- 
sent, I  have  flatterers  and  puffer*  enough ;  yet 
all  this  is  but  nausea  to  me,  when  I  consider 
how  hollow  my  real  interests  are.  Never  mind ! 
I  must  keep  up  tlie  game  of  playing  a  lively 
part,  and,  by  appearing  more  than  I  am,  shall 
gain,  perhaps,  what  I  consider  my  lalenta,  name, 
station  in  society,  it  cetera,  entitle  me  tu.^^Vcry 
convenient,  certainly,  tlic  marriage  with  the 
widow  (Mr*.  Aogus)  would  have  been ; — but 
there'*  an  end  of  her.— And,  after  all,  what  i» 
ambition  but  a  farce,  that  may  perhaps  turn  out 
too  serious  to  permit  one  to  tmile?    What  is  U 
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wonli  to  the  pofaetsioQ  of  Alioe  ? — Let  me  see 
—there  are  two  hundred  and  &hy  majority  in 
ihc  borough  oa  niy  side  of  polittcs. — Oh  dear ! 

it  is  in  vain  hoping " 

Our  rh^tr  yawned — took  a  hasty  turn  ap 
and  down  the  room— fitoppcd  suddenly — sdncd 
a  MWBpapor— t.-a!(t  hia  eye  over  it— and  indulged 
in  thoughu  that  were,  now,  led  on  tlie  track  of 
Us  pubUc  spoculatioDS. 

I  iiu  ipfie  montent  I  were  in  a  eitaation  to 
*  bleed  '  more  freely,  as  it  ia  called  —  which 
means  to  say,  when  t  can  fling  away  a  coed 
thousand  or  two,  without  any  particiilar  incon- 
venience, it  should  go  for  a  seat  in  the  House. 
Of  course,  I  mean  in  fiur  canvaiodng.  DoubtleiK, 
in  thcw  reform  times  of  unsullied  purity,  what 
is  spent,"  he  oi>ntinued>  ironically,  "  is  not  spent, 
as  it  was  formerly,  in  promoting  corruption — 
i»,  not  at  all !— Yes,  the  game  shall  be  played 
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over  again,  uith  better  success.  The  hustinfjc 
shall  be  mjr  rouge  et  notr  wlile — '  ibc  »eol'  mjf 
stake.  St.  Stirplicn,  I  am  u  voUu-y  at  tJiy 
■hrine,  aud  could  s«e  thee  stoued  over  n^in  for 
□ot  already  propitiatiiijf  my  prayers.  They  may 
call  me  presumptuous,  if  they  pleaiie,  in  opposing 

that  lead  en -headed  Lord  ,  l>ei;su!te  of  hi» 

great  local  inlcrc^ ;  but  I  care  nut — I  aiii  dc-tvt-' 
pitned  to  make  the  struggle  ngain.  I  cure  IJltlc 
for  the  comments  of  the  irorld;  if  one  did.  one 
might  never  have  any  plan  of  actioo  at  all, 
but  be  bandied  about  from  this  side  to  that, 
at  the  caprice  of  every  fool  one  wiahed  '  to  be 
well  with,*  as  it  is  culled :  the  rv«till  would  be, 
that  OIK  would  pleaw  nobody,  any  mi«v  tliau 
oneself,  which  is  the  worst  of  lh<^  nHiur — htang 
in  the  predicAiiiGnt  of  the  old  man  and  hi*  a» 
in  the  fable.  No,  no!  I  thank  Heaven!  I  have 
fortitude,  character,  and  pride  enough  to  follow 
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my  own  lino  uf  vondtict—to  care  ncit)i«r  nbout 
the  jests  of  my  friends  nor  the  lies  of  my 
(-ni-mips— which  liist,  by-thc-by,  chiefly  consist 
urihosewbo  call  tbcmsflves  friends.  'FrientU!' 
I  Inugh  at  the  tenni  So  we  sinners  call  our- 
M-hea  Chrtmians,  by  llie  same  rule.  There  is  as 
lilth- Christianity  in  the  one,  as  there  is  friend- 
ship in  tlic  other.  Let  them  censure  and  carp, 
nr  abuse  ta  they  will— -this  is  the  game  of 
xocii^y— the  main-f^mng  on  which  the  machine 
lanw ;  it  n  made  up  of,  and  Kves  by  mutual 
scandal,  slander,  and  cen&ure.  I  can  give  it, 
hotvcver,  *«n  good  as  it  brings,'  as  the  saying 
is ;  and  a*  I  can't  alter  it,  let  it  e'en  go  its  own 
way — 1  heed  it  noL  The  abuse  or  censure  of 
the  world  passes  by  me  unheeded  *«»  the  idle 
wiod,  which  I  mpcct  not.* — It  is  «  fHty  mmv 
poor,  weak  politician  did  not  orcrhcar  my  solilo- 
quising: this  woukl  be  s  good  lemon  to  him 
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NaV)  mote :  I  lilcc — ixwilively  like,  having  per- 
sons who  will  find  fault  with  i»c,  and  uppoM* 
mc.  It  ig  opposition  that  vxcilcs  a  man— call* 
forth  his  latent  en«rgi<»,  and  kindles  into  fiamc 
what  gvnius  he  luu; — it  Ktrikcs  out  tin:  sparks 
the  more  bright  and  vivid  as  the  impulse  ia 
stronger.— Oppo^ticKi !  opposition!  I  embrace 
thee  ever !  There  can  be  do  display  of  genius 
without  illy  impulw.  The  Rtr(.Tain  flows  smoothly 
along  until  it  is  ruffled  by  the  wind;  then  the 
waw«vurl,  iheir  tops  are  credited  with  foam,  and 
the  pinnace  of  genius  is  borne  along  with  hct 
triumphant  colours— waAcd  on  her  ooune,  whote 
(djjcct  is  the  aggrandisement  of  socinl  interests, 
good  to  mankind,  glory  to  the  world '. — while 
those  that  stand  by,  looking  on  her  progress, 
gaze  on  ber  as  sIk  floats  past—their  eye*  suf- 
fused with  tears  of  delight— of  wimiralion— 
nlcDt  with  awe— trembling  with  cxpectatitqi ! ' 
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Our  hero  atoppei  short  in  tlieJuiningut-  lo 
hiniaeir,  aud,  smiling,  continued  ip  a  difll'rent 
tone.  ■<• 

"  Hiuifi;  it !  here  is  s  pteoe  of  oratory  thit 
would  have  done  forlh«  electors  of  -.— ■ ;  U  i» 
all  lost  in  sohtude— its  sweetness  wasted !  How-' 
ever,  they  shall  have  the  bct>elit  of  it  all  in  good 
time.  —  I'll  now  ring  the  bell  for  Fleuret.  I 
was  getting  into  King  Carobyses^  vein,  and 
litter  for  aoda-water  than  chaupagne.  I  seldom 
require  exciting.  I  bncy ;  yet  I  don't  wish 
to  be  lowered.  I  like  to  keep  above  par  J' 
Heavens!  what  would  even  the  dull  people, 
whom  I  make  stare  and  grin  so  '  at  my  good 
things*  — what  would  (l>ey  »ay,  to  sec  me, 
Anhur  Mi'lmont— ihe  lively,  tlw mercurial, — the 
conceited,  too,  I  fear,  I  rouM  add  liere, — down- 
cast? What  a  part  one  fdoys  in  society— a 
mere  part '.   Good  graciuua  1  I  am  really  neitlwr 
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v(?ry  lirciy,  nor  conceited  in  my  disposition ;  y<-t 
I  pnit«  (Ml  (ill  I  appear,  and  am,  both,  neftirc 
rdhiTS,  I  keep  alive  tlie  game  of  enter!ainmt.-nc — ■ 

Ity  mvRlf,  flnttL-ring  rnvself  on  my  success. 

Pooh '.  1  am  not  very  conceited.  In  accuajng 
my^lf  of  cuncvit,  I  Khow  I   know  myself,  and 

am  too  ntse  to  Iw   conceited. Shall  I  ««r 

ilicv  to-niglit,  I  wonder  ?  I  am  surv  nhv  will 
my  note  persuade  bcr.  JX-w  Alice!  do  I 
lint  uorshiji  tht'  tliought  of  her  ?  What  poetry 
in  her  countenance '.  irhat  soul  in  every  feature ! 
A  voici;  of  harmony  »eems  to  speak  to  one  from 
her  very  look— 

Tic  mlad,  tbc  miulc  brcndilng  from  her  bee. 


says  Byron.  She  w  a  liTing  poem!— an  cm~ 
iKxIied  «-»ttment ! — an  animaied  picture ! — an 
impersonation  of  bright  ideas!  In  fad — I  love 
her." 
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V  Slclmonl  walked  liBstily  about  the  room,  then 
luuttcred  sooielhiiig  motv  iibcHil  h»  pulilic  views 
of  ambition,  coupWd  with  his  conteiupt  for  the 
beiugft  wliu  were  to  return  liim  lo  Parliament ; 
but  his  further  revciiea  were  cut  abort  by  a 
tap  at  tb«  door.  "Come  in,"  said  our  hero, 
when  ■  cfaomiing  little  creature  cnlcrcd, — 
a  bnmetie,  with  that  feature  ctf  contrast  that 
is  oftcu  seen  in  dark  women  —  of  light  blue 
eyei  and  ravm-black  bair.  On  her  bead  she 
wore  a  coloured  silk  handkerchief^  d  la  /Von- 
Jsaue,  She  was,  in  fact,  on  envoy  from  the 
confectioner's,  and  an  envoy  whose  embaitNieH 
were  always  received  with  due  attention  from 
persons  in  the  single  utuation  of  our  hero. 
This  is  not  said  in  any  disparagenient  to  the 
reepectability  t^  bttle  Fonchett^  for  such 
voa  lite  name  of  Ibis  interesting  and  "  pru< 
dently- conducted  young  person,"  who  now 
VOL.   I.  S 
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appeared  with  the  ice  whkh  Fleuret  hod 
ordered  to  be  brougtit.  As  she  entered,  oiir 
hero  Forgot  his  met/ritm,  and  f^recled  her  (iar 
.ohe  vas  it  fitvoiirite,  at  \\ta  been  said,  (brougb- 
out  Clicltciituun,  for  her  modesty,  w  wdl  aw 
bciiuty)— 

"  All,  Fnndiettc !  you  are  a»me  at  last  trlth 
the  ice-  You  look  prettier  than  ever,  roy  little 
genius  of  botdxMs — my  little  sweetmeat  per- 
MHiifled  I  That  ice  was  to  hare  moled  tlic 
fever  thut  Morched  me ;  hut  tboM-  bright  eyes, 
I  think,  will  mar  all  the  benefit  of  the  id', 
and  make  the  fever  worse,     "What  say  you  ?" 

Fanvhcttc  bUi$licd  and  smiled  most  becom- 
ingly ;  and  we  really  d<)  not  know  whether  our 
hero  might  not  have  been  imprudent  enough  to 
have  stolen  a  kias,  and  she,  perhaps,  to  have 
conceded  one,  had  not  anotlKr  rap  at  the  door 
been  now  heard ;  and,  od  the  customary  per- 
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mission  to  ent«r,  in  came  Fl«tirct  with  tionic 
Sponge-cakes  and  cliampsgac.  Meantime,  Fan- 
cJiette  withdrew — ^not  without  being  sofuewbat 
keenly  eyed,  with  a  look  of  cfaaradensttc,  saucy 
significance,  by  the  varlct  lacquey, 

*'  Well,  Fleuret,  you  have  delivered  the 
note,"  Mtid  Mvlniont. 

"  Sir,  I  am  H)  sorry—" 
»**Whatl  you  have  noi delivered  it?" 
,  *'  I  liave  brought  back " 

"AVhat,  brought  it  back  without  having 
d«^rcTcd  it !  I  am  exceedingly  annoyed — very 
much  displeased — bow  dare  you  triSe,  Sir,  in 
this  way  with  my  ordera  and  my  intere«l»^— " 

Fleuret,  seeing  his  master  not  inclined  to 
indulge  him  at  present  in  his  pdvil^e  o£ 
flaying  the  fool,  or,  {in  rality,)  the  imperti- 
nent,  put  off  the  character  of  licence  be  waa 
gtmirally  allowed  to  bear,  and  stopped  short  hti 
V   <> 
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moBter's  anger,  b;  the  be&t  mode  of  appeminfp 
it  in  the  world — ^giving  liioi  nn  answer  to  bi» 
note! 

"  There,  tbcrc,  Sir,"  said  ibe  vftlet,  pretending 
to  assume  the  tone  of  on  injured  person,  rather 
than  mx  in  the  wrong,  *'if  you  had  conde- 
scended to  nllow  your  poor  servant  to  end 
whnt  he  was  gtnng  on  to  ny,  you  wuulil  hove 
seen  what  he  had  brought  back  ! " 

"  ViTT  well,  FIeur«t,  this  will  do,  it  is 
fortunate  for  yoo." 

Meantime  our  Itero  wo*  grt-edily  devouring  Ibr 
contents  of  the  notv.  Wc  may  augur  from  the 
iitdication  of  his  feelings  exhiluted  in  his  coun- 
iiiiiince,  M  Plcurct  watched  it,  that  a  favour- 
able re])ty  to  his  rc(|uest  liad  been  given  ;  mad  he 
again  hoped  for  a  happy  v^'ening,  unalloyed  by 
further  mcgrimN  or  apprehensions,  all  which  tbc 
presence  of  Alice  put  to  flight,  as  the  toomtDg 


QS,  TRB    RECESS. 


269 


mists  dispei-Mt  before  tlic  ciFulgcuce  t^  the  suiu 
Thftt  il)c  note,  in  its  purport,  was  siilis factory,  we 
may  judgr  from  the  beating  ofFlcurct  who  could 
not  Kpreti*  hU  inclination  to  {inte,  siid  accoid- 
ingiy  ventured,  now  he  saw  his  ina.sler  divi-Htcd 
of  any  thing  like  a  frown,  to  cotigratulate  Iiiin  un 
looking  a>  much  better  on  a  wdden.  The 
knave  always  tried  his  ground  first  before  he 
ventured  to  proceed. 

" Ay,"  wiid  Mclmont,  "I  was  n  liulc  low 
spirited — the  dinnipugni^  htn  done  xac  goud ; 
but  what  o'clock  h  it  t — nearly  time  to  drew,  I 
fimcy ;  getting  late,  is  it  not  ?  You  liad  better 
dress  my  hair." 

Accurdingty,  Flcuret,  wlio  could  act  in  all 
capacities  which  form  an  acconipJiihed  valet 
and  generally  useful  donarttic  (we  shall  {xr- 
ha[i8  liertafter  see  him  in  the  capacity  of  cook), 
proceeded  to  exvn:i3c  his  talents  as  friseur  fur 
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the  laudaUe  purpnue  of  A<loniung  hi«  master's 
person:  in  which  function  he  might  haveexdtcd 
tbc  jealoiuy  of  Bob  Rtntiiniy  hintsclf. 

"There,  do  not  curl  it  much,"  said  Melmont* 
ttt  be  sat  down  bcfofv  th«  gkcs  and  subjected 
his  "  locks"  to  the  operation ;  "  merely  gi»-e  it 
a  proper  and  decent  *  set*  as  it  is  called,  it  hungi 
about  mv  liead  at  present  in  rat  tails." 

"  Oh,  yes — parted.  Monsieur!  it  is  the  modf,^ 
(so  it  was,  At  that  time,) — said  Ftcurct,  wHTully 
mistaking. 

"No!  no!  I  never  wear  anything  in  the 
node  or  fashion  ;  that  is,  in  any  rashion,  except 
such  as  my  own  taste  dictates:  as  to  wearh^ 
it  parted — it  may  suit  some  faces  to  have  it  so, 
flat  nt  top  and  bushed  out  at  the  sides;  but  I 
detest  this  '  modej'  as  you  call  it — I  never  wish 
to  mnkc  myself  appear  worse  than  Nature 
intended  tac." 
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**  Ah  liun,  ifoHaicur/  it  i«  very  well  said,  and 
•  good  iesma  to  many  a  petit  maitre,  that  doeon'l 
know  liuw  to  ikess  to  suit  his  owa  faoUib' 
luuking  Utt-de-ttau!" 

iVcoordiDgly,  with  this  remark  (wedon't  write 
it  in  broken  English,  as  wc  ought),  tlie  careful 
and  senlous  friccur  jinx-eedcd  to  dress  liis 
master's  hair,  in  obwrvance  of  the  quiet  rule 
prescribed  to  him,  to  study  nvatm-»s  and  |>ix>- 
pricty  of  njipcarancc,  not  tu  iidt^t  unbcfuiiw 
ing  extravogBQoe,  however  much  the  cuvtum  of 
the  day  might  sanction  it.  A  man  of  ta.ite 
and  senM  always  adopts,  as  hts  bshion,  that 
whicli  bcoome*  him  best;  too  many  adopt  as 
the  modtt  tlutt  whicli  iiiaki.'s  tlivm  look  ridiculoui. 
Tliitt  hiudahle  tiute  and  propriety,  our  h«n> 
showed  during  his  lotlette  in  one  or  two  other 
items  of  dress,  which,  a»  it  may  Mrve  as  a  hint 
tu  grcvnhurnt,  who  aim  at  bong  exquisite  in 
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their  appearance,  wc  mny  juM  ns  wrll  give :  For 
the  snibject  must  not  be  considered  as  altogeUict- 
trifling— it  i«  no  trifling  nuittcr  to  have  a  respect 
for  om'b  outwaid  man,  and  make  it  appear  to 
the  best  advantage. 

"  Tlicy  9«y  dresH  is  the  making  of  a  person, 
Fleuret,"  saidMelmoot;  "hov my  ymi,ci>^n  f 

"  Ah,  Sir,  it  may  be  in  the  instance  of  one 
who  19  <  a  mere  ^odow,'  as  they  say,  *  of  a 
dandy.' "  {Wc  dispense  with  Fleurel's  lisp  lu  4 
foreigner:  it  is  so  hnekneycd.) 

"  Ceriwinly  dress  is  rcciuiaite  to  make  up  the 
eharBclcr  n  person  sustains ;  your  fljwhnian,  ma;^ 
man,  lKirsc.<'haunter,  ring-rnndum-man,  hatch- 
way.Jack,  tilbury  •trim,  and  all  ihe  other 'fnney* 
characters,  would  be  nothing  witltout  Iheir  appro- 
priate dresK." 

"  Ay,  Sir,  but  then  they  are  tlic  Uackguard 
»l, — tile  polissonncric " 
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"  The  dealers  in  alnng ! " 

"  Ye^  Sir !  I  i-onfeia  though, — I  like  (o  sec 
my  master — eett  vwts.  Monsieur,— youndt.  Sir, 
well — a&y,  hftndsotiieiy  ilreaaed." 

**  Wluit,  juu  Uiink  a  diiireganl  for  dme, 
PleiLTct,  as  bad  as  too  much  HEudy  ?  " 

**  Yes,  Sir,  I  do  indeed ;  but  what  will  you 
wear  to-night  ?  the  brown  coat  with  vtlvct  collar 
or  witliout  f  or  the  black  with  velvet  collar  and 
white  waiittcoiU." 

"  Both  tlicsc  are  quiet  enough ;  either  will 
do:  but  miud — aJl  blue  tltingi^  or  reddbh  brown, 
with  swallow  tail  uud  gilt  bultomi,  are  my  abhor- 
mice  I  I  never  wiidi  to  tiee  tliein  again ;  ojid,  if 
I  have  any  of  them,  you  ha<I  better  lAke  litem 
away  :  there  is  nothing  so  vulgar  to  my  taiite,  or 
diBtttstr,  as  the  blue  witli  tlie  gilt  buttons.  Let 
me  have  what  is  chaste ;  as  for  tlic  trumpery  of 
v  3 
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colours,  ihcy  wilt  do  for  ii  livery  Kcrvdnt,  or  a 
■wvU  butcher  on  a  Sunday,  or  Air.  O'Cnllaghaii 
(to  n bom  I  once  gave  my  o|nui4>n  about  it*); 
but  it  is  whut  /  dctvM.  How  came  you  to  order 
thjit  thing  for  mu  l> " 

**]  nm  very  sorry.  Sir;  but  Doltz  uid  it  was 
very  jfcnrrnlly  woni  jurt  now." 

"Oult  or  Dol(7. — talk  not  of  wbat  be  says  ii 
^K-nt11y  worn  to  me.  Never  presume  uixm 
wliui  the  'fashion,'  as  it  i«  called,  may  be  in 
ordering  things  for  me.  liCt  faluc  fashionAbles 
and  toilor-liki'  ooxooinbs  do  this  a»  mucb  oa 
th«y  please,  but  let  me  be  a  judgv  of  wbat  suits 
mc  best.  Then'-,  you  may  take  that  dress  away; 
and  now  you  liad  better  gu  and  unler  a  *  fly  '  to 
take  me  to  tbe  Rooms— it  is  about  time," 

So  away  went  Flcurvl,  not  sorry  to  liuw  ob< 

•  Clwp.  t. 
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taioed  audi  an  addition  to  his  wardrobe  (bcaidt^fi 
a  chintz  dressing-gown,  also  in  di^acc)  from 
the  fastidioiuness  of  bis  master,  wbo  was  now 
left  for  a  montenl  or  two  to  soliloquise  again 
aloud  for  want  of  company. 

"They  say  of  Sdpio  he  was  never  leas  idoni- 
than  when  atone.  I  oo«fe»a  I  like  flying  from 
thought  and  from  self;  but  ijcipin  was  pleased 
in  hi^  contennplationfl  us  wdl  a%  huty  in  thvm — 
at  leaHt  I  can't  hi-lp  thinking  that  he  was^  and, 
in  so  doing,  I  am  adding  an  idea  lo  lh«  coi)»truc- 
liou  of  Cicero's  famous  character  of  thai  philow- 
[^ic  hero.  Certainly,  if  one's  conterapUtionn  are 
salutary  and  agreeable,  to  be  aUme  ts  better,— 
is  more  delightful  than  to  be  amidst  the  din  and 
whirl  of  a  giddy  group  you  perhap*  care  Utile 
about ;  but  where  one's  oontempUlions  are 
tinged  with  bitterness,  chagrin,  regret — Hea- 
vens !  it  is  too  much  then  to  be  alone  i  the  [>lca- 
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aurable  feeling  implied  in  tlic  *  ncv«r  Ioh  alonp 
■hull  when  nlouc '  of  Cicero,  does  nut  apply  htrc. 
Some  miiuU  aro  nut  frain<!<l  to  enjoy  plea-vuit  con- 
tnnplation ;  or  to  wliti)  t»  be  alone — haag  iti— 
I  nhall  be  writings  K-cond  Zimmcrnun  un  Soli- 
tude if  I  go  on  in  this  vein  mucli  longer.  Uow> 
ever,  I  aot  satitiBed  the  new  construction  I  have 
put  on  the  above  dtatiao  is  right ;  and,  for  my 
pari,  I  am  glad  even  of  such  a  oompantoii  in 
solitude  as  a  glass  of  chsnipagnc — occasionally. 
Well,  fair  widow,  here's  a  health  to  thtic— and 
good  luck  to  him  that  shall  possess  thee— and  thy 
fortune  !  and,  still  fxirer  Aliee,  here'^  a  ht-iillli 
(00  ( *  a  double  health,*  ba  Ryrun\  buiulifut  «)ng 
ftays,)  (o  thee  !  The  (liuught  of  the  h\v]y  crea- 
ture rcvJves  on«  tnoce  than  this  vine-dew-;  albeit 
this  too,  tempers  well  the  duller  clay,  and  j^rts 
one  double  the  soul  aAer  drinking  it  that  one 
hatl   before.     Bravo!  there's  a  syllogism;  is  it 


Oti,   THE    BECERK.  HTl 

not? — ntuurully.  Thv  conciusion  is,  that  ihe 
brigtit  fluid  has  n  flou)  in  it,  as  I  once  told  tlit 
worthy  Mrs.  Angus ;  fur  if  a  man  liad  only  half 
the  soul  before  iie  dnnlc  it,  be  is  indebted  to 
it  for  the  soul  imbibed  by  drinking  il.  It  i*  the 
source  of  soul  to  him  ! — but  it  csui't  be  to  unlew 
it  were  itself  a  soul !  I  witli  I  had  Jack  Raver- 
Ion  *,  my  old  college  friund,  here ;  we  often 
utcd  to  laugh  at  the  monkish  system,  the  lofpc 
of  the  schoob,  in  making  thrac  supliiKlical  syllo- 
gianiH,  and  incooclusirc  cunchi«i<>it)t  I  Pour  Jack '. 
1  wonder  what  has  beooiiie  of  him ;  |>efhapa  sigh- 
ing for  some  one  a*  fair  as  Alice— ]M.tlupA  to 
[X]S«es»  her,  while  I,  (XMAibly,  uiay  not.  Alice ! 
Dear  AIke  !  the  approving  smile  of  her  beauty 
is  a  coosotation  to  me  for  all  the  disgu»ts,  di»< 
appointment*,  and  detagrimtM  I  am  doomed  to 
suffer.     Yes!  they  arc  ull  doxxlvd,  Miifoundcd, 


■  To  blm  tlu  rcMlci  chall  hcrtartcr  be  inuxHloocd  i  najr, 
ha  it  the  liiiiig«  oi  IS  ua^triilix  to  Uie  iubIii  one  of  the  tviry. 
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and  dispersed  before  a  gleam  of  the  bfight  eyes 
of  U«auty.  After  all,  talk  not  to  me  of  a  grave 
and  austere  philosophy ;  give  me  dcJuaians,  not 
trutli<— give  mc  pus^on,  not  cold  rcflvctiuo  t 
Why  do  1  ask  for  t)>if  ?  because  it  is  happiricM 
— anything — to  fly  from  self." 

Just  at  this  moment  Fleurot  cntcnMl,  and  ia- 
formcd  his  master  that  he  miglil  now  fly  off  ii£  Mioti 
as  he  pleased,  the  "  fly  "  being  at  the  door ;  so 
away  went  Mclmont,  his  tUsturbcd  soliloquy, 
which,  in  a  less  purudoxical  mood,  he  would  have 
perhaps  di»ountcnanccd  in  some  of  iu  pn>p<ini- 
tiocMi,  being  broken  oA*.  So  our  hero  went  10  meet 
Alice,  rather  than  the  perdunn  by  wlunn  lie  was 
invited.  It  is  not  worth  while  giving  tite  parti- 
culars of  what  he  said  to  her,  or  what  ]iai«od; 
•~that  he  met  the  due  proportion  of  friends  and 
tneniet,  b  most  prohabic; — that  h«  whirled 
through  the  evening  with  hi*  cliaraeteristlc 
gaiety,  and  left  it,  to  return  to  his  own  tlioughts 
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and  their  ratftMBVa.  U  no  Icks  prolrablo :— He 
went  to  cDJoy  the-  rotind  »r  tuxiety  while  whirled 
along  on  its  current ;  to  sicken  at  the  nranotony 
when  the  evorliisting  tvliirl  is  suspended ;  to  lonf; 
for  pk-osure  Diurlndly  and  habitually  at  one  mo- 
ment, u>  find  it  pall  a  moment  or  two  aAer;  to 
grin  in  the  faces  of  the  friends  or  acquaintance 
one  greets,  and  nauseate  the  everlasting  dull 
neciirtcnce  of  some  of  tlwin  when  oiie's  back  ih 
turned  00  the  scene;  to  despise  the  weak  and 
mean,  who  only  esteeiu  you  as  you  are  esteemed 
hy  others;  to  sift  the  characters  and  affections 
of  people  towards  yourself,— and  curse  the  mi^ 
re|>n:MentationR  of  meddling  and  false  frientU 
{>criinp, — though  the  mischief,  iturhaps,  they  do 
fur  II  timv,  may  be  righted  afterwards, — tbeee, 
atKl  many  oilier  nuch  ncc«wc8  of  feeling,  exhibit 
a  tnie  picture cfwugh  of  Klelinnnt'a  "evening" 
on  the  prcsci>t  uocaaion. 
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iter  and  oilier  rights  of  tm-nerxhip;  and  that  a 
person  called  n  "receiver"  was  nfijxVmiu)  to  tukc 
the  rents  for  the  Court,  pending  thr  suit  (luit 
might  be  entered  into:  coneequcntlj*,  what  was 
there  left  for  our  fnend  Mclmont  to  rub  through 
the  world  with?  His  prcsenw  in  town  was 
ret|itisite  to  consult  with  his  solieitor,  snd,  mt-an- 
while,  whiit  La  Marrc  had  threatened  hint  with 
—the  loss  of  his  estate — ap)>eared  to  be  wearing 
a  kcrious  aspect.  The  Jirst  thing  in  this  enHT- 
griicy  was  to  go  immediately  and  hiy  matter* 
before  Sir  Jasper  Lcntworth  and  his  fair  Altou. 
This  be  did ;  the  old  baronet  praised  him  for 
his  honour,  but  told  him  that  as  "  appcaranees" 
could  not  be  **  kept  up  "  in  the  present  instance, 
the  union  which  Meloionl,  (determin«l  upon  the 
justice  of  his  cause,  and  that  he  shutild  ulti- 
mately come  out  of  his  difficulties  triumphant,) 
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still  indeed  on,  oouUl  »curci;]y  meet  with  bis 
approlution. 

Tbo  iady  confessed  her  JUlress  at  (he  brt-aUt- 
ing  off  that,  wlik-h  her  hoait  luul  oonwoted 
to^HUMJ  her  nflertioa  for  our  hejo.  bjr  tbc 
tMirs  whkli  Btole  down  her  lovely  cheeks: — and 
after  all,  considering  the  future  proapeels  of  tac- 
eees  and  of  vindicatinj;  his  property,  which  be 
entertained,  it  occtirrat  to  licr  a*  rathiT  hanb. 
or  at  any  ntle  worldly,  in  Iilt  parents  not  to 
eonsent  to  her  happiness  and  that  of  h«T 
ndinircr,  when  hvr  parents'  roof  might  be  an 
asylum  for  her  till  the  storm  had  blown  by.  In 
ihiit  manner  her  heart  dielnted ;  and  thus  she 
reasoned  with  hersi-if  i — u«in^  the  arguments  that 
love  suggested,  and  which  was  all  ivad  by  our 
disDeniing  hero  in  her  maimer  and  countenance. 
He  took  hts  leave,  tiowever,  with  great  ooncem ; 
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jmd  w  niucli  Btinml  was  H  on  her  part,  that  her 
faihor  wiix  obliged  to  support  her  in  hia  arms  a* 
Mclmont  left  the  room.  When  she  should  sec 
him  again  she  knew  not :  nnd  at  this  moment 
Melmont  himwirkiivw  us  littlv  ax  herself. 

On  quitting  the  L«ntirort)is  he  tiad  thoughts 
of  going  to  La  Alnrre,  and  cxpovtulnting  with  him 
cm  his  proceixlingv,  ounducled  as  (liej  tiad  been, 
without  ftppriHng  him  of  them;  but  this  would 
be  waite  of  lime:  that  very  night,  then,  he  was 
dptermiiH-tl  to  HL-t  out  for  town.  He  wi-nt  back  to 
bis  bonnling-house,  and  gave  orders  to  have  lib 
tilings  put  up;  but  the  dilficulty  was  how  to  tear 
himself  awajr  from  Alice.  He  felt  his  affections 
iDore  dcvply  ciigi^-d  tlinn  he  had  been  aware— 
hv  fett  that  happiness  in  exigence  was  inseparabhi 
fn>m  the  prewmoe  if  not  ilie  posMssion  of  bcr- 
^If — lie  oiuld  not  live  without  her;  (he  tlwught 
came  acTuw  bim,  could  lie  but  kv  her  ooec  man 
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^^ould  he  persuade  bcr  to  um  «t  UtOe  of  the 
reasoning  of  love,  nnd  fly  with  him,  he  cxiuld 
kave  her  with  some  friend  in  to«m,  for  she 
had  many,  after  the  bonds  of  the  Church  had 
united  tliem ;  he  had  little  feor  but  that  he 
should  be  able,  at  do  very  dihtant  jieriod,  to  place 
lier  in  a  -tltuaiion  worthy  his  wife  and  her  own 
station  ill  life-  It  took  little  time,  with  his  ardent 
t«mpi-rnmcnt,  to  determine.  Towards  <^ening  he 
went  to  the  back  of  the  Lcntworths'  house, 
where  there  was  a  garden ;  he  fttood  by 
the  door,  and  listened  if  any  fooiMep  could 
lie  heanl  from  within— he  had  not  w-aiturt 
long  before  he  heard  one— he  had  the  boldness 
to  tap  at  the  door.  "  If  it  should  be  Alice,^  be 
thought,  "  1  can  at  once  prupow  this  project 
to  her."  The  door  was  opened,  not  by  Atto^ 
bat  by  her  confidential  maid. 
"'"'Hr.  Mclmoat!"  thegir]  exclaimetL 
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"Hush,  my  deart"  he  sud  to  herj  "  the 
momcotft  arc  precious — take  tbia  tiote  to  your 
tiiiXrcss  for  mc,  I  imploro  you ;  and  let  me 
oiUrvnt  of  yuu,  as  jou  value  h«r  happiness  and 
mine,  to  do  precisely  as  she  enjoins  you,  and  be 
sure  you  shuil  be  rewarded.^ 
„  The  girl  looked  surprised ;  nor  lt»s  so  than 
witJ)  the  sovereign  with  which  Mchnont  vrsu. 
crosfiing  her  hand  at  the  time  he  finished  speak- 
ing. This  was  a  confirmalory  inducement, 
without  doubt,  but  Melmont  was  friend  enough 
witli  the  sex  to  have  induced  the  Abigail  to 
give  him  her  services  gratuitotuly  in  tins  affiur. 
SIh-  was  going  to  express  as  much,  when  Mel> 
mont  telling  her  to  *'  Begone— lose  no  time, 
and  she  thouUl  have  his  endless  gratitude," 
be  closed  the  door  himself  after  lier,  bidding 
her  bring  him  the  answer  as  soon  as  {wauble. 
The  result  was,  after  a  •VTere  struggle  in  the 
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heart  of  Alicv  at  l)w  stqi  tore  weU  enoagii 
inclined  ber  to,  but  dut^  held  her  back  from,— ^ 
that  love  giiincd  the  ascendancy;  lh«  argu- 
monts  of  tbv  note  convinced  her  nasoa — too 
willing  to  he  convinced — that  in  a  short  tioK  all 
the  appearances  her  father  could  desire,  would  be 
answered  in  the  eelabli&liinent  she  »l)oulil  l>e  able 
to  keep  up  :  and  tliis  point  having  lieen  set  at 
rest,  she  thought  that  site  might  justify  her»elf, 
ait  most  ynung  laditii  do  under  MUiilar  circtini- 
siance»,  in  no  longi-r  tAmiK.-ring  with  h«r  own 
and  Iter  lover's  luippineM,  but  ac(|ui»ec  in  Uix 
propotwl,  which  vas  that  already  mentiooed  a« 
having  suggested  itself  to  our  hero  to  make, 
previously  to  his  parley  with  the  Atugail. 

At  the  n])})oiutod  lime,  wit!)  »och  things  as 
could  ho  most  uasily  tarried,— a  casket  of 
jewds  and  some  wearing  apparel, — she  came 
to  the  Rgot  outside  llw  gardun  d«x>r  wlwrvber 
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lover   was   waiting   for   her;    a    carnage   ww 
Mwidtng  ready  at  the  encl  of  the  avenui-,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  Mclmont,  in   the  very 
teeth  of  Fortune,  yna  carrying  away — perhaps 
lo  subject  her  to  bitter  mortifi cations — the  per- 
son he  lovfd  beyond  all  upon  earth,  n-ganlU-^ 
of  the  sterner  Toice  of  rmson,  and  rather  priding 
hhnself  on  hU  spirit  of  cnterpriae;  and,  bow. 
ever  much  he  or  any  one  in  his  etrcuniMBnocs, 
or    in    any    drcumstances,  may    be   cenoured 
for  a  slq>  [ike  tlw  present,  at  least  it  was  an 
elopement  nurked  with  the  due  dmroctcrmioi 
of  gallantry :  there  was  no  taking  advantage  of 
a  parent'ft  or  gitardian^s  absence — tlicrc  wa«  no 
inducement  of  money,  itordi<l  money,  on  either 
side — there  was  no  smuggling  of  tl»e  bride  into 
di^bedience  by  agents  and  friends  of  the  prin- 
cipal in  the  alTair  himMlf,  oa  i«  sometime*  seen  to 
be  Ibc  case — there  was  lore,  ardent  and  disiiw 
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tere&ted  passion,  tu  give  lh«  lustrr,  that  love 
always  givcb,  to  ilit  eiit Marines :  and  so,  with 
this  comment  an<]  comparison, — we  leave  our 
beru  and  heroine,  together  with  thtf  Abigail, 
Iwtwedi  them,  on  their  journey  to  town,  as  fa»l 
aii  four  liorfiCB  could  advaocc  them  oa  their  way 
^hiilicr. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


yum   kVlIAOATH  I   ODLH  COHI'OHr. 


Would  1  <rH«  well  oul  of  the  «cnpe. 

Tn«  SiMKKAiii. 

I  Wbev  tfa«  fugitir»  got  to  town,  the  olijecl 
was  to  get  married.  What!  on  English  mhI— 
without  tlic  consent  of  the  parvntB^undcT  age— 
)wiinltics  ill  voD&equenctf — awful !  awful !  How 
vat  uU  Uiu  U)  be  got  over  f 

"  CHi*"  said  our  lu-ro,  in  answer  to  a  query 
VOL,    I.  o 
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lu  thr  nbovc  effect  from  his  fnir  companion 
in  fliglit,  "  a  perjury  in  the  present  inManer 
comee  under  the  class  of  llioso  pure,  those  jmti- 
Ralilc,  prMty  prcrnricntionn,  cnllecl  *  while  lien,'— 
so  that  it  would  be  idle  to  hvsitntc  on  the  '  »w«l- 
lowing '  Kuch  ■  '  gnat '  as  tliis  I  Resides,  it  would 
be  alMurd  to  recede  now  we  have  gone  so  for ; — 
no,  no — *  necessity  —  expediency','  as  politicians 
and  diplomatists  nay,  demand  that  the  consent 
of  ercry  one — U'gully  miiijuite  (though  inondty 
virry  mucli  in  the  way) — should  be  vouched 
for  hy  (K,  without  hesitation  f " 

Afire  bung  down  hvr  h«nd,  blusJicd,  looked 
up,  sniiled,  and,  by  her  silence,  gave  consent ; 
nay,  more,  >Iclmont  considered  it  recommended 
bim  the  udvicv  of—**  the  sooner  the  better."  So 
tbe  lipcncc  was  speedily  obtained,  and  Alice 
becMmr  Mrs  Melmont  in  Ihc  presence  of  two 
or  three  confidential  fricndu,  who  werv,  perhaps^ 
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too,  a  liiiJe  impoBcd  upon  bv  KIclmoDt,  as  lo  hU 
dreumstano'S  just  at  the  prewnt  ciias.  The 
hwiBc  that  he  liad  lodged  io  previously  to 
Icavii^  town,  was  by  no  means  a  safe  n-trcat  for 
his.hhdc;  but  he  was  sparvtl  itnbiiiTassniciil 
here  by  a  kind  female  friend — the  livelit-sl  of  tbr 
lively,  yet  sage  withal — a  marrit-d  lady,  and  yet 
food  oflittle  fmis  of  8|Hrit  ami  ronuincc  of  this 
kind,  l^ady  Sbelwood  was  the  kind  succouring 
person  in  the  present  emergency— not  before, 
tiowever,  the  whole  circumstances  wore  imparted 
to  her  in  eontidenoe :  and  whilst  nhv  suilingly 
nfpnn'cd  our  hem  and  her  fair  charge  for  their 
want  of  umMdenitiun,  bhe,  at  the  some  time*  by 
her  smile,  affiled  a  balm  to  tbe  wound  oi  her 
reproof, — and  forgave  them.  i^Ivlniunt,  lutviiig 
thus  Kufi'ly  ilL-posilcd  his  beluVHl  Ahcv,  wroLv  u 
mwt  rcspuctful,  eoireaiing,  apologising,  ardent, 
affecting,  melting,  moving  L-])isil(.-  lo  tbe  woitby 
o2 
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Sir  Jasper,  unci  another  tu  Lady  Lvntvorth, 
while  ^Micc  oddnl  cii'cry  thing  that  rvgret,  that 
aSbction,  Bclf-n-prcx>r,  auci  assurance  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  issue  in  future  coutd  dictate- 
notwithstanding  the  present  ra&hncas;  and  these 
attempts  at  niulUfying,  dulcifying,  and  rcmn* 
ciliiig  lti«  good  LentwortJi!!,  and  vtpcctally  pr^ 
venting  their  running  on  a  wild-gootv  cIiom 
up  to  tovrn,  bntig  di-njwtclii.'d — Mclntoni  wt 
forth  to  sec  about  his  afTain;.  Everything  was  u 
bad  as  could  be.  It  having  been  rc^wru-d  tliat 
there  wad  au  injunction  in  Chancery  applied  for, 
agniiut  his  touching  any  thing  on  his  own 
eatate,  crcditon  begao  to  be  alarmed  for  their 
monvy;  bills  poured  in  so,  that  on  his  visiting 
his  old  lodgings  (for  at  present  he  took  up  Itii 
alx>de  at  llie  geneixHis,  good-natured  Lady  Shcl- 
wood'K,  witli  liis  wife),  he  found  the  table  piled 
with  bills.    He  watt  lo  hia  iwlkihn'^^  and  o 
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suited  «-ith  him,  and  found  the  tHory  of  tb« 
injuiiclion  vaa  true ;  and,  what  is  morr,  that  a 
■uit  in  Chuicery  might  Ik  expected,  nnless  the 
lironxionK  of  a  certaiu  will  were  admitted  on  lh« 
|Kirt  of  tlic  chutnsnt,  thr  Count  Ln  Marrr,  against 
the  justice  cif  whkh  Mchnont  had  no  positive 
imiof  to  pKxIucc.  What  was  to  iKoome  of 
him?  He  wa«  a  ruined  man!  And  his  duir 
Alice ! — He  cursed  his  enterprise,  ha  ovcr-ooii- 
fidonoCf  hi»  ihotiglitleiitinesH;  he  taw  nothtiif^ 
boforv  him  but  bej^ry,  de&poir,  and  rtiin. 
He  thought  of  bwrowing  for  prcevnt  nivcs- 
sitics,  on  the  prineiple  of  those  worthy  people 
who  keep  spun^ng-houses,— that  a  little  present 
iud  will  enable  a  man  to  fight  through  his  dif- 
ficulties till  the  itorm  liat  blown  over.  Aecord- 
ingly  he  went  to  two  or  three  friendx,  but  they, 
having  hcani  of  his  difficulties,  and  imagining 
what,  in  all  pruhability,  be  came  for,  desired  the 
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wrvonts  to  say  they  were  "out  of  town :"  takh^ 
a  leaf  mit  of  ^felmont's  boofc  as  far  a»  this 
expretdon  was  coooemed,  lliotiglt  oertninly  not 
US  fnr  as  conduct  so  ungenerous  was. 

Coming  nirny  from  one  of  tlicse  fruitless 
vn<)cAvours  to  find  some  frknd — ^just  to  "give 
him  a  lif),"  now  lie  was  temporarily  bn>ken 
down  ("teni])orarily"oDly,a!hetrust«I) — wtiom 
should  he  fait  in  with  but  Mr.  Cymon. — 
Hero  was  a  man  who  had  always  professed  him- 
self our  h«ro's  fri«nd, — titc  admin-r  of  his  talents 
^— even  tlieimitator  of  his  style, — purloincr  of  his 
expressbns,  and  panegyrist  of  bis  actiuimnent^t. 
But  whence,  and  wherefore  was  all  this  good  will 
and  ndmiratton  ?  Becautc  the  said  Cymon  had 
considered  5tetmont  to  he  in  flourishing  circmn- 
tancos ;— liad,  in  fact,  hnint  some  whisperings  of  n 
title  to  which  ^Iclniunt  had  a  latent  claim — or  so 
he  fancied ;— be  saw,  loo,  that  our  Iwro  tttMlo'  a 
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figure  in  Bocictjr.  All  this  was,  perhaps,  at  tht^ 
bottom  of  Cynum'a  admirattoD  and  rriondfthip,— 
at  Ivasl  M  it  scvmcd;  for,  xAcr  a  virry  t^ordial 
jfiwtiiig  on  his  part,  and  tioinv  conwrsaiioti  on 
indifTvn-nt  9tibj<x:ts, — in  which  Mr.  Cymon,  ii» 
uMjal,  bepuflLfl  a]td  b^raised  hiH  "  frM-nd,"~(liis 
friend  wa»  cnibokl«ned  to  mate  his  dillicultics ; 
Juitat  tJiat  moment,  imagining,  doiibtlntt,  limt 
with  a  [wrson  of  Cyinon^  prafcxikioo*  and  wi-allh 
withal,  there  could  be  little  obstacle  to  Iilk 
being  now  abU-  to  get  ai-oommodatcd.  Uut  how 
did  the  jaw  of  the  tUar  Cymon  drop  on  finding 
such  a  "turn"  given  to  tlie  oonvenatJon ! 
ExcuAcs  were  bluitdervd  out  with  all  the  awk- 
wardness of  «  mean,  shabby  aod  grovelling 
Kpiril;  and  this  unwUlingnc^  to  awi»t  hini 
being  jicrceived  by  Melmont  before  it  watt  half 
expressed,  he  bi^^god  his  "  frici>d "  nut  to 
mention  anything  uwre  about  the  matter,  v  ith 
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which  be  regretted  liaviag  troubled  him:  and 
w«ing,  too^  his  "friend "  wriggling  about  in 
order  (o  walk  away,  Melmont  abruptly  Cook 
leave  of  faim,  giving  hitn  a  lootc  of  contempt 
that  even  nuidc  the  callous  dtiliie«  of  this 
natuml  booby  feci  an  iowart!  (|IUi1ri.  "  What  n 
ilegrading  vio.*,"  thought  Meltnonl,  "  i>  nu»n- 
ncaii !  If  this  animal  had  not  been  blewed 
with  an  enormoue  revenue  I  would  not  hav«- 
iisked  any  A*«u.tunce  of  him.  \Ybat  want  of 
liberality — of  Feelhig*  Such  a  fellow  ns  this  is 
wrongly  called  a  **  gentleman  "  —  that  i&,  a 
"  being  of  giiwfous  spirit."  So  he  valued  nte 
entirely,  hitherto,  bocausc  he  fancied  I  wo;  in 
Hourisbiag  circumstanccsl  If  ever  I  am,  again, 
I  »liall  tee  this  miscreant  coming  fawning  up 
to  me  afncsJi. — Poor  wretch!  I  pily  liini.  Pity 
is  it,  his  natural  want  of  generonty  and  »enai> 
bility  was  not  in  9oin«  m«B8urc  renH-died  by 
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H  grain  or  two  of  early  ediication !  Here  is 
a  uian  on  uhom  wealth  and  station  have 
bevn  thrown  awaj't  as  much  as  pearls  would 
be  on  swine ! '"  So  saying,  Mdmont  pursu<Hl 
his  way  to  it  noted  Jew  lender's.  As  hv  liurrted 
through  various  obscure  strvets  in  the  city  to 
arrive  at  the  money-lending  gond,  h«™w  a  fomi 
eiiuciate,  pallid,  cqualid  as  "  dira  Fatuft " 
hertvlf; — the  eye  caugfat  his— it  was  his  old 
nci|uaini«iw;e  at  College— Harvey  Such  wa* 
the  namv  of  that  iinforlunatc  person  who  has 
been  slightly  mtintioiKd  as  the  natural  »ua  t>f 
Sir  Lewis  Mnsterton,  and  abandoned  by  his 
father  after  having  had  the  education  of  a  gen- 
tleman, but  [Jaoed  in  no  way  of  obtaining  a 
maintenance  for  life,  consequently  the  poor  man 
had  been  obKged  to  live  by  his  "  wits,"  m  it  i* 
vailed :  that  is,  gaining  a  tcaiity  and  precarious 
sustenance  by  writing  "articles"  in  different 
u3 
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periodica)  pub]icat)on& ;  but  often  and  uTicn 
hnd  he  been  &t  a  loits  for  bread  in  oonscquimcc 
of  BOHM  miBliap  or  other,  mch  as  delay — 
independently  of  the  question  of  merit  or  not. 
Under  tliese  Hhifb  wliat  was  to  be  done  ?  Tuition 
lit  times  offered  a  bitter  and  banl-t.-amed  rctnii- 
neration,  but  this  was  accompanied  with  (lt& 
gurt;  for,  unfortunately  for  poor  Ifai^ey,  he 
*«,■*  a  man  of  genius  and  ambition  teyood  hin 
mi-an.t.  Thi.-  works  of  mind  that  he  dclightn) 
in,  were  not  of  Ow  order  to  intemt  the  lounging 
n-adcr,  for  insunce,  of  a  club;  and,  lltough  a 
transitory  pleasure  wiu  nRordtx)  to  him  in  th« 
pursuit  of  what  wiu  congenial  to  his  taste,  tht- 
bitter  tax  h?  paid  was  poverty,  destitution,  and 
want. 

Mvhitont  was  muvh  afTectnl  at  luiming  ihe»r 
particulam  from  Harvey;  and,  promi&ing  lo 
come  and  mk  him  very  shortly,  he  pressed  him 
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to  accept  fire  sovcreigM  out  of.  tbc  Iwt  turcnt; 
he  Iiad,  and  lh«u  hied  on  to  find  out  hU  Jvw — 
witli  a  henvy  heart,  as  much  for  hi»  illuscd  and 
talented  friend  as  for  himsdf.  Sucb  in  life ! 
The  more  experience  a  man  has  in  it,  the  more  he 
knows  what  misery  and  hordsliips  nn; !  On  be 
wvnl — hul  was  suddenly  atopped  by  a  per^in 
(who  was  no  other  than  Starling)  violently 
pulling  his  slcovc  behind.  He  thought  at  lirst 
some  pickpocket  wati  practisiog  on  liim,  and 
turning  sharply  round,  accosted  the  man  with  a 
dctire  to  kuuw  what  hv  wanted. 

"  Come  thin  iiutaut  with  me,  if  you  wish  to 
»*ve  fntm  destruction — or,  at  any  rate,  from 
insult'- one  who  ia  dearer  to  you  than  yuu 
are  at  present  aware." 

"  Whom  do  you  speak  of? — what  ran  you 
mean?" 

"  When  I  say  a  Udy  stands  In  nnod  of  your 
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8idsun«e.  nwd  I  odd  a  won)  more  to  iDduer 
you  to  accompany  roe  ?  " 
ii    "  What  kdy  ?"  cried  Melmont  in  bUtoi,  lest 
tills  was  some  iiitclligcnru  of  Sir  Jasper's  luving 
seized  on  Alice,  or  koiuo  agent  of  his  barii^  i 

invaded  ber  asylum  for  the  purpose  of  assailing 
Ih»  at  second-liaod  wttli  dcnunciaiioos  on  his 
part,  and  afuurancea  of  abandonuient  in  tmfr  ^H 
she  were  <]iKtrcMed  from  hi»  (M«1niont's)  bad    ^' 
drcumstanoes.    Hit  mind  was  auiiicwliat  relieved 
on  Starling'ii  answ^rin^; — Noiit  was  not  his  wife; 
and  one  tliat,  even  were  bt  not  married,  never  | 
amid  be  w! 

"  What  con  you  mean  ?" 
**  You  shall  know  all  in  goo<l  time.    Mcnntii 
follow  me;  ami  you  will,  perhaps,  one  day  have 
rea!M>n  to  thank  me  for  having  taken  you  out  of 
your  way  so  unceremoniously." 

It   may   be   tuppoied    whiiber   it   wai 
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Starting  oonv^ed'  our  )ieR> :  il  w«  to  the  olH 
'^  liftUiitcil  liome;^  anil  nut  by  (he  front  way 
but  by  tlw  TKitlted  paiaag«.  They  airiveil 
at  length  at  the  i>raled  mouth  of  it,  through 
which  <nir  Ikertt  made  hi>  exit  on  hi«  firsi 
visit  tu  UiH  skiilkin^-plncc  of  mischief;  and 
what  ficawit  hi-  cauml  un,  on  hi»  arriTal, 
ri-iiiiuii  for  aiM>tl»er  CliHpliT  to  dmv. 
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Good  Bin,  jou're  oonie  In  htfpjr  tknp. 


La  Maiik£  had  not  ocasvd  bj*  degrading 
solicitations  to  the  lady,  who,  it  sppvare,  was  lux 
primniM-  in  tlic  hjtunled  liouso:  a  geiivruus  lipirit 
would  bAvv  folt  tloiibly  thv  obligutiim  of  sbuw- 
in^  kitidiMrw  to  u  rt.-nialc  dependent  un  him  for 
sucouur,  support,  and  countenance ;  on  Lh«  con- 
trary, be  took  advaiil.igvof  her  murtifyii^ 


situs.  ^M 
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tion.  But  at  ihe  expense  of  being  abandoned  to 
tbi-bufli'tsof  fortune,  mid  obliged  to  seek  a  maiti- 
teiinncv  b;  teaching,  or  even  service,  if  the  wont 
enmr  tu  tlie  wor»t,3he  rcpuWd  al]  hisofTers  si)d 
•ohciiatiuns, a]l  his  disguaing endeamivntK,  with 
iodignntiun.  There  is  no  Miyiiig  mi  true  ajt  thnt 
which  affirms  "  where  love  has  foiled  of  obtain- 
ing any  return,  its  place  is  usuqicd  hy  as  con- 
firmed a  hate,"  Slid)  was  tlieca«c  with  La T^Iarre, 
who,  being  unahle  l<>  obtain  tlie  triunijih  he  had 
been  anxious  for,  less  front  any  dictates  of  pat>- 
Mon  than  from  some  very  sordid  feelings  of  policy 
which  will  be  hereafier  inore  exptaiued,  was  now 
baaeljr  delennined  to  carry  humiliation  and  insult 
in  the  instance  of  Elvira  still  further.  During 
his  short  visit  to  Cheltenham,  amongst  others 
who  had  attached  tlieniselvcM  to  hiiu  was  (as  has 
been  seen)  Sir  Lewij  Masterton.  This  man, 
weak  and  vain,  and  fond  of  appearing  on  terms  of 
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iiiiiiiiacy  with  [people  lie  rani;ie(l"ordi&tinclioi),'' 
La  M«iTc  tiad  dmwn  iiilu  hi»  net  for  purpuscs 
ot'  swindliiij^  tmd  in  the  prvaeiU  iuataoce  had  ' 
Jixed  OD  bim  to  be  the  channel  of  his  efforti  Hj 
towards  humiliating  Elvira :  in  a  word,  he  bad 
the  baseness  to  propose  making  her  over  to  ^B 
MastcrttHi,  not  only  to  secure  a  sum  of  moiier 
fnmi  him  for  m>  doing  (which  was  to  be  effected, 
as  is  usual  with  swiadlers,  in  tlie  *'  hoouurablt! 
vaf'"  of  gaming),  but  to  place  her  own  depcod- 
encc  on  himself  in  a  more  striking  tight;  »iiice, 
if  she  rejected  a»d  spumed  the  addrcues  and 
proixMal.i  of  Mastcrton  with  indignatitni,  as  she 
certainly  would,  La  Marre  tbvn  hc^Mxl  tlutl 
finding  she  would  have  no  c|tuirtcT  frutn  himself, 
unleas  she  would  compn>ini*e,  in  order  to  rescue 
ht.<raelf  from  ci'rtain  abandonment — he  then  hopvd 
(it  Mtnns)  that  she  would  listen  to  him,  La  Af  arre. 
Such  was  his  Inuc  project  to  drire  his  fair  victim 
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to  (lc«[)eration,  and  to  the  completion  of  tht- 
scheme  of  riUany  which  hi;  was,  in  other  rcspcrtx 
aW,  McnetJy  {dotting,  aa  will  be  hcrcsAer  eecn ; 
at  tlie  name  time  itv  was  making  Mastrrton  bis 
victim,  or  dupe,  as  beinj;  the  weak  tnstniment 
of  this  manceuvrc.  The  character  of  this  man 
peculiarly  filled  him  to  be  imposed  upon  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind :  Iw  cliueklcd  over  the  joowv 
niggestions  of  the  swindler  Count  to  "  play  for 
a  pri^e  worth  having  ! "  a  creature  so  beautiful 
(hat  lie  might  bless  himself  for  having  mcrely 
weu  her !  All  thiH  precisely  suited  thcchar&cter 
of  a  man  as  vain  in  his  claimji  to  be  in  favour 
with  the  sex  as  he  was  to  be  the  apparent  friend 
of  persons  of  distlnctioa,  aa  he  considered  it ; 
at  any  time  they  had  only  to  propose  anything 
and  lie  was  too  ready  to  comply :  the  wcakneni 
of  old  age  too,  aided  m»ch  the  doting  delight 
with  which  Maatcrtoti  addressed  iiiiiu«ir  to  this 
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piece  of  disreputable  jugglery,  in  which  he  was 
lo  be  the  losett  worthy  of  tbe  reprobate  who 
jiiMif^tcd  it,  and  worthy  of  tbc  loose  and  votn 
cliATocttT  of  bimtcir  too — iIk'  poor  tool  or  puppet 
vAw  wM  thuK  iiitliKetl  to  figure  for  his  own  vx- 
'puuirc  uihI  lit  his  owii  expfn>c,  Tliu»,  howvver, 
it  was  to  be:  tl>e  swindler  liod  eunMilvrvd  the 
'excuse  or  iD(Iucan«nl  a  ^uocl  unv  lu  arrive  at  the 
-poaseiaion  of  Mutvrtoii's  iiio»ey,^fur  no  uxyx- 
'tlienu  tlo  ftutndk-n  leave  untrietl  with  the  w«k, 
the  vain,  the  puric-proud,  to  make  their  dupe* 
bleed— as  iiideeJ  such  dupes  deserve  to  do,  bow- 
ever  great  tcuuDdrvls  their  betrayers  may  be. 

Well,  Mutertmi  )uul  returned  to  town  in  (he  ^^ 
-wake  of  tlie  "  Count,"  and  by  invitation  had  ^^ 
repaired  ti>  the  Haunted  House,  whitlier  be  was 
conducted  by  the  "  Count*'  hjniwlf,  who 
him  as  determinedly  his  victim  as  an  itnimail 
Jod  by  a  butcher  to  be  slaughtered.     O^i 


i 
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arrivnl  La  Man*  had  an  interview  with  EU ini, 
ID  which  hv  arifuUy  concealed  Ihe  depth  of  his 
reseutmcnt  and  mortified  pride  for  her  rejec- 
tion of  his  overtures,  and  so  far  xatisHed  her 
mind  that  he  ]nti-nded  no  further  mortification 
to  her,  that  he  prevailed  on  her  (which  »he  [»er- 
mittod,  perhaps,  from  a  feeling  that  it  wasbcttt-r 
to  comply  than  [)0!>»ihly  Hubjed  herself  to  worse 
mitifiirtuiiM}  lo  join  a  party  he  said  he  vm 
obliged  to  give  to  his  "  friends"  of  distinction  ; 
of  which,  indeed^  he  hod  a  good  many,  as  above 
mentioned,  and  which  she  knew  to  be  the  ra». 
Hilt  object  having  been  now  obtained  uf  gelling 
her  to  appear  at  "  this  party,"  an  he  calU'd  it, 
all  he  cared  about  was  gained ;  accordingly, 
hiniitelf  and  some  of  his  subalteni  swell  swin- 
dlers met  his  "  friend  "  Mastcrlon,  at  dinner, 
where  they  did  not  fwl  to  see  that  the  "  ancient 
juvenile"  obtained  a  due  cshilanatioa  froiu  wine, 
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which  th«y  took  care  to  inciciwc  after  ilintwr  in 
double  proportion.  The  weak  old  man  chackled, 
talked,  and  caroused  like  a  true  worthy  of  the 
old  Khool ;  and  nngular  b  it  to  see  bow  in  an 
age  when  temperance  is  the  order  of  ibe  day — 
iu  duMe  discipline  is  infringed  on  by  the 
**  staunch"  members  of  the  old  school,  who  still 
show  a  hankering  after  their  "  pottle  deep 
potattoPN,"  in  spite  of  civilisation,  and  the  uni- 
versal uso  of  lij^t  wines.  Mastcrton,  a&  tnay 
be  supposed,  was  not  id  the  best  condition  for 
cords  after  dinner,  though  in  the  very  best  thai 
bis  companions  could  have  wished  him.  Tt  ma; 
be  supposed  that  tt  was  not  very  long  before 
the  contents  of  our  poor  knight's  pockets  b^an 
to  find  a  rapid  vent. 

"  The  lady !  the  lady  !  Sir  Lewis — you  wi 
win  her  after  all ! ""    said  the  Count,  with 
sneering  laugh,  whidi  poor  Mastcrton  was  ti 


i 


tvlf-suRWiciit  to  percdve.  "  Come,  you  are 
playing  the  'Vt-nus*'  against  u*  now!' 
be  BufTercd  his  dupe  to  irin  fur  n  short  run,— 
"  Like  tlic  Ronmn  revdltrs  yoii  arc  triumphant, 
but  you  not  only  throw  the  '  Venus  *  but  you 
shall  see  her  I — you  sluill  have  in  sight  the 
happy  prixe,  and  whirh  you  are  blessed  in 
winning ! " 

One  of  hi»  follower*  here,  by  a  preooon-rtcd 
plau,  rang  a  bdl>  as  a  signal,  and  instantly  the 
tapcalry  hanging,  which  svrtvnLifl  one  end  of  ihe 
room,  was  drawn  away,  and  laid  open  before  the 
eaionished  view  of  the  hoary  gallant  a  splendid 
room  (the  old  chief  drawing-room  of  the  house), 
illuminated  and  decorated  in  the  mo&t  splendid 
array  of  feitiviiy.  Mi-antinw  the  muuc  burst 
forth  in  a  peal  of  revelry — the  circles  of  danccre 
were  in  motion— fentaks  (of  what  character, 
*   Qncm  Vcaiu  sriMtnuB  dieU  Ubendi.'-UDaACc. 


plied  with   partners    from   tht 
Maire. 

"  But  where  is  your  fair  pi 
8ud  La.Marre;    **  wait  a  n 
■hall  see  her  presently;    I  i 
bring  her  in,  aud  introduce  1 
will  treat  her  with  alt  due  foi 
meanume  enjoy  the  bustle,  ac 
and   the   music — fomaality  or 
please  her  best,  I  need  not  say  i 
BO  many  people;  but  when  they 
dropped  away,  then  you  can  plj 
happy  man  may  you  consider  yo 
win  faer:  at  jvcsent  be  thankfn 
won  the  privilege  to  speak  to  he 
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the  nnity  of  Alastcnon,  "  shv  bss  already 
rcfuBixt  th«-  profTcTs  of  two  dukes  rntd  an  odd 
Aoxen  and  a  half  ofgmndcocordiffcrrnt  grades; 
tr  it'ill  be  for  your  (tvciiliiir  aildt«s»  toimprovr 
your  suit." 

The  C-ouiil  ihfii  wenl  oul  to  Irad  Elvira  iuto 
the  nam,  to  join  (he  party  lie  had  pn-ruilcd  on 
her  to  mwt.  He  knew  well  enough  that  any 
import  inmrc  on  the  part  of  Mnstcrlon  irould 
ni«et  with  a  due  n-bufT,— lhUwAsallbewaiit«<l; 
she  would  then  be  dtiubly  thrown  on  himtelf, 
from  a  wikH  o»  her  own  part  that  he  should  no 
loiij^r  kubject  her  to  the  insult  of  propouli 
from  other  persons.  On  (his  errand,  tben.dld  he 
^>  forth — the  tyrant  over  as  lovely  a  captive  a» 
ever  dependence  and  hclplesgness  subjected  lo 
the  Mom*  of  fortune  and  domtneering  of  viU 
Uny.     Old   MaMcrlon.  meantime,  like  anoihi-r 


himself  in  a   long  piur  jjlass  fr 
rubbed  his  withered  visage  d 
sooth  all  complacency  with  hii 
the  Count  eoteiedt  banding  in  '. 
niher  above  the    middle  fis 
curiage,  majestic  in  bar  air, 
beautifully  pale,  and  bar  foce 
locks  of  the  most  briUisnt  U 
arms    were  of   polished    wbitei 
the  rich  bracelets  she  wore}  b 
bl*k  velvet     La  Marre  led 
Lewis,  and  intnxluced  her,  a 
mirnir  of  knighthood  fell  into 
together,  afta  some  awkward  ■ 
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qwite  a  diffV-rcnt  chsriKtrr  from  ihal  which  h« 
bad  been  deluded  (for  purptxw  of  impuMurv) 
into  expecting ;  he  found  th<>  pi^nvm  lie  addressed 
wa<i  all  mind  !  Libertine  as  be  was  by  h»hil 
(and  consequently  one  of  the  worst  of  libertinM, 
hting  confirmed  in  tlic  disea»c  of  libcrliniiniJt 
he  fell  impressed  with  an  nwe  which  even  ho 
was  conscious  of  from  her  Ti,Ty  look,  before  rHv 
spoke :  he  dared  not  enter  on  any  subject  calcu- 
lated to  offend  the  strictest  delinicy !  But  seeing 
La  Marrc  smiic  (in  reality  as  enjoying  hts 
eDibarrassnient).  he  imagined  it  was  a  Kmile 
of  lidicule  at  his  want  of  spirit  in  qttailii^ 
before  the  object  of  hb  ambitious  lapturea. 

La  Mane  much  enjoyed  the  old  beau's  per- 
plexity. The  crowd  had  now  dropped  away— > 
there  was  no  one  left  but  Ekira,  the  CouDl, 
and  Mastorton. 

"  Now  is  your  time.  Sir  Lewis ;  it  wos  all 

VOL.  1.  P 


■■■    ■■•'■11  (wnei-a-uiFs^nn 

quiic  in  character  wiih  bm 
CWnt  to  Im  dupe,  who  J 
himMt  to  play  a  somewhat  mt 
and  on  La  Marrp'B  urging  h 
eonmicncod,  as  wcil  as  he 
(««tationa  and  vow»  which 
comprehend  at  fimt,  as  she 
in   Mastmon-8  previous  bean 

(halwuldataUlcadhertosur 
hw  »ny  indignity ;  b«t,  «|m 
»*al  must  really  have  been  th| 
"w.  ■he  inai«ed  on  bdng  a 
<*">».  and  made  lier  way  io< 
howevcT,  bw  p««p.  ^„^  j„^ 
>Iam  bim^lf,  who  ..npenerou 
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of  dependence,  and  the  tnoc}icry  and  empty  pridt- 
of  circumstaDcea  Uk«  hcra.  This  inhuman 
apeeeb,  to  say  notliing  of  its  Ttolation  of  pro- 
pri«tf,  she  wiu  about  to  answer  as  it  deserved, 
when  the  door  against  which  La  Manre  stood 
was  thtx>wa  violently  open,  to  his  coostenut- 
tion  and  that  of  Sir  Lewis,  no  less  than  to 
the  surprise  of  Elvira — and  pleasure,  it  is  need- 
lets  to  say — wlwn  she  found  that  the  pemons 
who  cntiTed,  came  in  her  cause ;  as  if  ProvW 
dciKc  had  lixtenMl  to  her  silent  a»  well  «» 
expressed  entreaties  for  some  time,  for  rescue 
from  the  baseness  and  degradation  aJte  wo» 
subject  to  under  this  detested  roof  •. 

"Wretch  I"  cried  Mclnwnl,  for  it  was  he 
tfaat  first  made  bis  appearance  in  the  rooni ; 
"  Heaven  be  praised  that  your  own  rillany  has 
edged  iiutrumcots  of  reogvance  against  itselfl 
■  SHltM>)<bnl^''CliiiM'' 
F  2 


It  '■  ii  '"dignities,'" 

Here  La  Marre,  having  i 
Wirprise^  put  oa  a  swaggerin, 
with  aU  the  cooadoua  weakne 

«Klal«,o/guat.oppoaed«ah 

intention,  juatice  and  Iioqour 

"  ^^  g«^e  jaa  licence  to  ii 

JhoIdyouguiltjofatreapaaB, 

'*  Who  gave  me  lieence  ?  "tm 

indignantly:"  I  conaider  that 

guided  me  hither  1     ProvJdeac 

mentthiBworthyperaon/'poini 
»bo  bwl  accompanied  him,,«i,. 
"  Base,  traitorous  ingrate ! " 
addreasing  himself  to  thia.nu 
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violate  tny  privacy,  and  insult  roe  in  my  oitn 
house." 

"  Lived  «o  long  on  you  !  "  retorted  Starling ; 
"beenyoiir  tilave  rather! — Tanxi  to  be-  so  on 
the  grofisest  term:*,  namely,  of  Hubwrihin;;  In 
your  villanies ;  but  I  will  no  lonf^r  subscrilie 
to  them  {  I  will  vindicate  my  freedom  from 
such  degrmlinfT  Khackles,  and  atone  for  my 
past  aiibscrviency  or  sutnniiMiveneiut  to  compiiU 
aion — by  trampling  you  under  foot." 

"Trampling  me  under  foot!"  cried  La 
Marre,  furious  with  passion  at  being  thu« 
braved  by  nn  underling,  as  he  had  considered 
thi»  man. 

Yes,  I  repeat  lltc  words!"  said  Starling, 
«oolly. 

"No  morel"  cried  La  Marre,  **  I  will  hear 
no  more !"  he  said,  as  Starling  was  going  on  in 
jipfistk.     "  Both  you,  and  this  youngster  herv. 


816 
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diall  suffer  for  this  impertinonce.  Thiii  bcj 
(meaning  Ikfelmont),  vho»e  fortunes  you  Appear 
now  to  be  folkiwing,  had  beuer  take  case  how 
he  engages  a  traitor  in  h»  service;  and  yoa, 
toot  Kill  meet,  in  Tour  certain  destitution,  the 
just  reward  of  attaching  yourself  to  a  penniless 
advCDturiTl" 

"  A  penniless  adventurer.  Count !  Is  it  thns 
ywu  designate  me  ?  Not  so  pcDnilesa,  probably, 
B»  you  imngine,  Tliis  gnod  man  will  ]>erhnps 
explain  to  you  oiie  or  two  little  matlent  that 
miiy  senrc  to  show  you  how  altered  my  present 
situation  is  frtNn  that  in  which  you  wmdd  have 
placed  me  by  ywir  vilUny !" 

Melmont  turned  contmnjituously  from  La 
Tkfnrre  as  he  said  these  wovxU,  and  addressed 
himwir  to  the  Indy,  who  «pokv  vameMly  to  him 
iu  another  pAri  of  the  room,  most  probably  od 
the  treatment  she  had  reccircd,  while  Starling 


I 
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imd  La  Mure  proceeded  thuit,  pixM-  MaKlcrtuu 
was  rvody  to  sink  thruugb  tlic  floor,  all  this 
lime,  ill  )iis  coiifuition. 

"  Biitvrl^  tihall  you  rvpcat  diis,"  said  La 
Maire.     "  Tremble,  wretch— your  life — " 

"  My  life  evcD  is  not  safe,  is  il  not  ?"  rcJoiiKti 
Starling.  "  Take  my  life  if  you  can— take  it 
a»  soon  lu  you  {Jcate,  nince  I  have  now  beta 
revenged  on  you  for  your  Ircatment  of  mc ! " 

"  I  laugb  at  your  absurdity.  Go,  follow  the 
fortune  of  the  bragging  i>aupcr  who  is  now  your 
leader.  WhiU  protection  can  a  man  not  worth 
a  farthing  give  you  ?" 

Softly,  (oflly.  Count,  as  you  call  yourself." 
(La  Marrc  IhI  hiH  lip  with  fury,  and  secretly 
dreaded  nuine  mischief  from  the  confident  tune 
of  the  man.)  "  Softly,  CuudI,"  repeated  Star- 
ling, with  A  most  contemptuous  emphasis  upon 
the  word  Count.    "  You  have  biiherto  relied,  it 


aao 


OUT    OF    town; 


appears  to  a\c,  a.  litllv  toti  mud)  an  a  certain 
will  j'ou  claim  under  of  that  g<.-ntluiutrK  father.  1 
it  was,  whumyouttutHtmeil  todcitruy  thatwill(ax 
}-uu  thought),  I  beiiig  your  lh«n  agent  with  Mr. 
ilfuliDoiit,  33.  you  had  not  <{uite  lime  to  arrive 
at  tlie  s]xi{.  Your  confidence  in  me  mode  you 
bcliwc  I  had  (lestroyi^l  it.  But  no!  I  kept  i( 
by  nic,  to  see  if  nil  tl»c»e  promities  you  had  held 
out  to  cne  of  elevating  my  condition  in  life  would 
rettilj  be  answered.  No  such  thing!  Vou  have 
(Hily  dkntinued  to  tOBuIt  me  by  refusing  the 
justice  of  any  such  claim." 

"  Vou  were  always  exurbitant  ui  your 
demands,"  interrupted  tlic  Count. 

"  No  such  thing!  I  only  r«quiml  the 
nioasurv  of  reward  due  to  your  great  immiiscs 
—  too  ^at,  indeed,  for  me  to  place  much 
nrliancc  on ;  so  I  am  dctennined  to  place 
reliance  on  myself!     Yet,  Falder  (for  such  i» 
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your  name),  yea — you,  tbe  late  superintendent 
of  Mr.  Melmont's  affairs,  his  right  liand  in 
everything  (his  agent,  bis  steward,  his  aoluitor, 
ail  omnbined),  and  I  your  tool  and  Memtry — 
t  aaw  into  your  character,  and  the  basenen 
irith  which  yoa,  out  of  niooey  \ou  bad  purloined 
from  him,  lent  it  to  him  o^in,  upon  mongagi-  (if 
the  property  you  ntcwanled  for  him,  aiid  tbii» 
ruined  him  and  his  ion  as  to  the  forciK"  pRk 
periy  ;  and  not  content  with  tliis  (which  I  wril 
MH-  thmiigli,  too),  you  wanted  io  cut  ofT  his 
bdr,  by  a  falM  nill,  of  all  the  Engli&h  estates '. 
I  will  confess  I  had  my  compunctions— I  wof 
not  a  villain  by  nature.  I  was  determined,  in 
fact,  to  keep  the  power  of  doing  justice  in  my 
hawK" 

"Of  being  a  tmitor  t "  bur»lo«t  La  Marrr, 
and  nished  at  Starlit^;  as  if  about  to  slrilte  him 
with  a  knife  which  be  aeiiaJ  froca  one  of  the 
p9 


(iiirti><I  fonvsnl  iui(l  wiYntcNl  the 
hand,  whibli  La  Marre  had  mad 
and  Starling  nnrruwiy  ocajied 
datigproii»ly,  Uie  Itnift?  having 
Its  he  Mailecl  back  and  held  il 
himself  and  ward  off  the  blow  fit 
*'  Let  us  parley  do  longer  wh 
criml  Mdmont,  a^  he  dashed  li 
him  with  such  violence  that  it  ma 
hiBckwards  till  he  found  support  a 
"  Know,  Valder  (for  I  little  sus| 
ami'  La  Marrc  were  ntic,  till  w 
here  to  tell  you  no  ntlier  ule  that 
havr  always  told  you,  naoHily,  tli 
hut  my  grouniU  for  telling  you  w 
confident  and-finaJ f'—  ■""  »" 
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own  ageni  a»  ficliUouB.  That,  is  sufficient,  of 
Juelf,  to  leave  tne  my  right  of  iiiIteritatK«— tbo 
light  I  have  always  mauitiiiDcd,  and  on  the 
credit  of  which  I  haw  livctl  till  now  as  bccumea 
my  statuHi.  That  credit  I  am  now  i>oablcd  to 
make  my  acknowledgmimts  fur,  aud  to  Mttufy 
the  dainaiHia  of;  but  I  do  not  al«t>e  stand  ua 
my  right  of  inhcriiaiu^.  This  honest  man. 
Starting,  has  surrnidcrcd  to  mc  ifav  will  of  my 
late  father,  which  tlie  weak  Ktatc  of  healtli 
be  subsequently  fell  into,  onuKcd  him  to 
forget,  and  to  be  willing  to  listen  to  any  pro* 
poials  you  miglit  have  made,  to  induce  him  to 
make  a  new  will  in  your  favour  :  but  this,  jour 
agent  has  frtmroted !  Yuu  were  iwt  on  the  npiM 
at  the  time  of  my  fathers  death,  and  your  being 
a  little  too  late  ha»  perhaps  prevented  s  villony 
you  would  have  l>cen  gtad  to  exult  in.  An 
for  llie  mortgage   you  pretended  to,   on    the 


i.ii|  instUuted  to  set  it  aside  on  the  ^ 

mid  lliiti   hune»t  man's  testimoi 

me.    Judge,  tfaea^-if  I  hftvebw 

jrou  ?    Bepent  of.  jrour  l«te  y\ 

(be  'couDti^t  wfaose  soil  you.' go 

Mfured  your   disntctOr  /ahaS'l 

have  too  kng  imulted  iodety  by 

and  madfe  it  the  diip6of'yOi4  il 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  yc 

self,  I  am  now  above  you  in  fiM 

before  in  honour.     'Fhe  vipeiF  tfai 

father'a  vitals,  while  he  was  ^ 

bocnto,  I  do  not  wiah  to  'Orush'  iir 

than  leaving  bim  to  bis  own  remd 

ing  him  to  rid  EngUsb  Bociely'ot 

f„ L  1 — "     • 
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Indy  f—axi  nrphtin,  thrown  ujxtn  your  kindneaa— 
itliicau^  by  you  worthy  of  the  situatjon  nf 
n  Indy— for  trhut  purposes?  Have  all  hvr  wii- 
vihihtLs,  nod  thoac  of  Iht  sex — giv<!D  her  hy 
nature,  atMl  foftered  Mid  h«iglitfnc^  by  educa- 
tion—only bcvit  ffven  to  heighten  the  inmit 
you  mrditatcd  ?  A  calmer  and  more  nyMommtc 
pierr  of  plutling  villany  I  never  knew  till  now. 
What  shr  has  told  me,  I  tvill  not  re|)eal ;  but 
did  you  men'ly  (Mliih  lier  mind,  and  l>ring  her 
up  in  the  vay  tb«t  your  means  have  well 
affitrdeil.  to  dare  to  degrade  her  hy  propo«aU 
uf  being  yoiir  misln:»  ?  Infamy !  infamy  1 — 
unmanly  hawnem!  All  that  you  have  done 
against  mc  sinks  into  nothing  befon-  an  net  mi 
atmcjoufi— an  infamy  yet  heighteowJ  by  jh«  in- 
solent and  mam  mvvn^'  you  have  this  evening 
endeavoured  to  grntify,  by  yet  further  humili- 
nliiig  a  pride  and  delicacy  you  had  yourself 
foitercd  in  tier  educntion.     As  for  this  dotard,'' 


ivn«:t.  iiiB.1.   lie  '=  u/iit.  iiig   u..   •■ 

grave;  — let  him  feel    with  ho 

conduct  of  the  kind  he  has  bee 

upoD  him;  — let   bim  make   1 

Hesven,  for. the  short  time  be  n 

tinue  hia  journey  on  eai*h,.l^ 

for  bis  di^raesful  ocndoct-tdin 

duct,  too.     Yes,  Sir  Lewis,",  pi) 

"you  have  a  son — ^for  the  OHsf 

birth  be  is  not  culpable.    He 

and  you  are^—I  am  aabamed- 

say — splaying  the  part  of  a  boBi 

the  ofiapring— perhaps  of  sedue 

sent  into  this  wretched  world, 

own  oontroul !)  is  dying  of  wan 

mnn> — vou  know  to  whom  X  I 
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you  have  to  charge  yourself  with.  As  to  jour 
ccmduct  to  this  indy — unlntti  (as  «hc  has  1«fl  nie 
to  determine)  you  were  merely  tlie  dupe  of  thi* 
wiHindrel,  and  scarcely  master  of  your  own 
actiona— I  trould  let  you  uixlvrittaiid  what  1 
required  of  you,  according  to  the  rules  nf 
honouralilc  reparation.  Let  it  be  a  foffi- 
cient  lesson  to  you  to  know,  that  you  liarc 
been  made  a  fool  of  by  a  knave  and  an 
upstart.  And  as  for  him— he  is  beneath  ihc 
idea  of  any  honourable  demands  of  reparation ; 
the  taw  might  pursue  him  for  false  imprison* 
mem  of  her  person.  But  no  more,"  he  con- 
tinued, tuning  to  Elvirs ;  "  I  ^uli  bcrt  «er»c 
you  by  taking  you  away  at  once  from  this  den 

of  iniquity " 

"Not  till  you  have  seen  this  villain  "inter- 
rupted Stariing,  "  in  the  full  ghirc  of  hi»  atro- 
city. The  lady  you  have  bc«n  umtiog  i»— 
your  own  dst«r  I " 


short;  liis  liiry  — ms  gner— m; 
conlL'iition,  overwlielmcJ  liim  b< 
of  any  descriptioD  to  say  what  t 
of  his  having  been  bo  treated. 

Sir  Lewis,  trembling  from 
was  ready  to  sink  on  bis  k: 
pardon  for  his  rttshoesa  and  i 
person  be  had  been  led  to  adi 
tered  out  some  excuse*,  cxpreat 
rence  of  La  Marre;  vihile  ft 
with  the  convulsion  of  passion, 
to  articulate  the  words  he  now 

Marre:— 

"  Wretch !  let  me  get  away  t 
or  I  may  "have  to  answer  for  y< 

V         tt I ]    ^,^af  lufnPi 
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to  madness,  of  gamesters  ruined  (sod  b^  hix 
own  arts):  but  never  till  now  saw  the  innnnl 
wiirkin^  of  tbe  sniil  so  ti-rrthly  exprc^tei)  in 
the  countvnwicv.  Hv  involuntarily,  thougli  a 
daring  man,  tn-tnbk-tl.  HU  wmscious  guilt 
aided  his  cutifu^ion ;  howtvi-r,  he  endeavoured 
to  rally,  and,  tiimnnuning  all  his  native  impu- 
dence, he  n-tortfd  «ii  Starling,  as  he  exclaimed— 
"  Insolent  liar !  what  limit  or  measure  is  tlwrc 
to  ^our  treasons  P    What  is  it  you  have  the 

hardiness  to  osaert  ?     ^Vhat  is  it  you  dare " 

*^  No  prevarication,  Faldcr,"  said  Starling. 
"  I  have  dealt  long  enough  in  aiding  villanies 
my  conscience  always  repudiated  and  rejected. 
1  wasagain  your  agent  in  this  business.  When 
thi*  gLiitlrnmn  (turning  to  Melmont)  wa*  wnt 
to  England  for  education,  you  know  thai  his 
fatht-T  and  Mrs.  Mclmont  were  living  abroad, 
and  that  she  died  in  childbed,  of  a  daughter. 
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She  wtt»  Uien  on  her  way  to  join  Mr.  Melmont, 
who  bad  been  living  in  the  south  of  Prance, 
whilst  she  was  slaying  at  Paria.  It  was  your 
object,  if  possible,  to  builtl  your  intere>is  on  the 
ruin  of  Mr.  Mclmont's  family.  This  child  you 
had  privately  I»kvD  from  the  house  by  an  io- 
fanious  woman  you  bribed  to  nnswvr  your  pur- 
po*«s,  uiidiT  thi-  lUAuniw)  confidciitJAl  jKut  of  a 
nurse ;  and  I,  the  trust-worthy  jacl«all,  then,  of 
your  plans,  was  to  couvey  it  to  a  pensant-woman, 
by  whom  the  child  wsls  reared  as  her  own,  aad 
who  was  considvTpd  by  this  lady  ns  tK.T  mothrri 
till  the  pixtrwoman  died  when  she  imparted  tuber 
that  she  was  not  her  mother ;  though  who  was, — 
she  did  not  know.  Thus  farslR-  told  nir,  who  was 
by,  at  the  time  of  her  dcatli,  by  your  desire.  I 
did  not  forget  to  buir  with  the  child  wme  docu-  ^M 
menu  which  I  have  awe  givvti  bvr,  whtdi  have 
served  to  show  her  wlw  site  was  not, — though  I 
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bave  never  iDformcd  her  wlto  she  was,  until  the 
present  occasion.  After  the  death  ofMr.MelnwMil, 
you  know  well  enough  the  plan  you  have  pursued 
with  respect  to  this  lady.  You  have  gireii  her 
nn  education  for  the  vrmt  and  hiMCKt  piirpoKw, 
(to  heighten  her  attractions,  and  your  bofHti 
fiw  triumph  o»er  her  aa  a  voluptiuiry,!  but 
Providence  has  now  graciously  rendered  it  an 
ornnincnt  and  hk-^ng,  for  a  l>etter  condition 
of  cinnimMann-s.  I>cny  thin,  niAan !  if  you 
can  !  Nay,  don't  stamp  your  foot  nt  mc.  But 
you,  nr,"  turning  to  Melmonl,  "and  yini,  lady, 
— may  God  bless  you  !  a»d  if  I  hare  any  «ns 
to  answer  for,  I  trust  I  may  consider  the 
anxirty  I  have  had  to  da  this  pieec  of  justice, 
will,  ill  some  measure,  plead  for  mc," 

*  Liar  and  dog ! "  (raved  out  FaWer,  M  we 
shall  henceforth  call  him  —  be  M»rcely  knew 
how  to  proceed — be  was  at  bis  unts'  end)—"  but 
not  one  of  you,"  be  euddcniy  cxcloiuHHl,  " 
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escape  nir ;"  nml  pttlling  a  bell  Wolcnllr,  he  w&i 
about  to  summon  tip  his  irliole  gsng,  amongst 
whom  were  characters  desperate  eoough  lo  httre 
proceeded  any  lengths  on  such  prcwocatioo  as 
this,  when  Starling  satd  in  an  under  tone  lo 
Melntont  and  Elvira,  "  There  is  not  a  moment  tn 
Ite  Ion  ! "  and  cxtinguiahinj;  the  light,  by  daMiin^ 
down  a  large— a:id  th«  only  n-mwning  chandelier 
tlinl  (late  as  it  was)  continued  to  hold  any  morp 
wax  lights  in  it,— he  slid  out  of  the  room  with 
Mctmont  and  Itis  sister  (li-aving  La  Afarre  'nmi 
Mnstvrton  in  utter  darkiic^)  into  the  gtdlery, 
where,  snatching  up  a  small  braw  lamp  hft  hod 
purpmcly  left  oulMde,  lie  liurried  them  throtigh 
a  -firiratc  door,  that  wait  *carcely  dt*tingui«h. 
able,  in  the  wall,  and  had  hardly  cb*ed  it  ott 
the  fugitives,  before  tlic  clatter  of  feet  dn  the 
slaircaw,  the  din  of  v(nc«8.  and  tlie  aien  and 
imprecations  of  La  Marre,  were  licani,  while  the 
hoes  of  the  crash  that  the  huge  chandelier  had 
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caused  in  falling,  were  drowiu-d  io  the  upeoar. 
Tlie  thieves,  on  finding  La  Marrc,  by  the  con- 
ftmion  they  occasioned,  rather  iiii{)i-dk-(l  ^warch  for 
thv  fugitives  ihun  otherwise;  however,  licarch  wan 
vain  j  Sturhng  alone  had  Uic  kc-j-,  or  the  Irnotr- 
lv()ge,or  ltii>  ])rivatc  avcnui*.  Hi»  plat  for  rweoge 
on  La  Marn-  liod  not  beeii  of  yesterday  !  he  had 
beat  long  ijlcntly  brooding  over  it,  and  forming 
projocts  for  tarrying  it  triumphantly  into  execu- 
tion ;— he  had  been  hitherto  thwarted  in  his  ex> 
pectations ;  he  had  conitneneeil  plans  for  revenge 
from  the  day  tliat  he  had  overheard  La  Marre's 
overtures  to  Ehira,  from  behind  tlK-  tapestry  • 
(for  it  was  his  voice  tliat  startled  Fulder  in  ihtt 
midst  of  liisbuM- propoaitioiis}.  Hi;  now  led  the 
fugitives  by  a  nurmw  gallery,  which  descended 
in  a  sloping  direction  for  Home  w»y ;  and  when 
they  liad  coow  lu  tlte  level  ground,  he  informed 
*  H>ie  Cbapur  XtV. 
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tliem  that  tliey  were  mttot  fe«L  under  ground ; 
tltat  this  pnuage  vraa  one  of  many  tlmt  bad 
rcniOLinec)  unblocked  up,  and  had  originaJly  * 
bocii  made  »  places  of  refuge  by  tlw  Proto- 
(Anis  in  th«  time-  of  tlw  Cntltolk  iRTseculioiW' 
of  Queen  Mary,  aod,  vtcr  vcrt^  had  served 
Catholics  subsequently  for  the  same  purpoae. 
"  Some  of  these  pasaages,"  be  said,  "  have 
been  blocked  up;  Moinv,  as  tlic  prcscitt,  stilt 
remain  ojjen,  ax  you  sw;  aiid  I,  Iwving  in  view 
the  use  of  this  outlet  for  escape  on  ibv  present 
*mergcn<^t  have  tracked  the  whole  extmt  of 
this,  and  found,  some  weeks  ugo,  on  trying  it,  that 
U  wan  blocked  up  at  a  few  feet  further  on ;  but 
Aom  the  liollowitcss  of  the  sound,  when  the  paxty 
wall  wasstnick  by  in«,  I  wax  inclined  to  think  the 
passage  was  met  by  anotlier,  from  which  it  was 
merely  neparated  by  a  thin  imrtition.  I  was  not 
*  S«t  Aiitli)altU)  of  LonilMi. 
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officei's,  as  a  place  for  smoking  ai 
portentously  called  the '  Cigar  ] 
at  the  bouse  has  occaBionally  vi 
but  keeps  it  locked  up,  exec 
fhim  antiquariab  curioeitj>  nt[ 
We  shall  be  certain  to  ini 
domestics  hear  us  when  we  a 
of  the  cellar— and  thoe  is  do  ii 
close  up  the  mouth  of  the  Tault ' 
not  make  the  servants  hear,  I  bt 
which  will  eanly  find  us  a  waj 
better  to  call  out,  and  obtain  c 
can  by  the  aid  of  the  servants^ . 
we  were  housebreaking  should 
selves  into  the  house  without 


mliiiig  up  tu  their  minds  the  wen  ex  of  wretched- 
ness, suiipcnM;,  setr-denial,  aiul  persecutiou,  that 
the  uohappy  Hufi«rvr«  frum  religious  cruelt)- 
uoderwRit  iu  time*  ]ia»t — forced  to  fly  the  day 
in  a  gloomy  at<yliini  like  ihe  pn.>9ent,  to  save  life, 
like  the  uiihapfiy  Ghebers  of  Eaittern  history. 
They  wrere  continuing  to  indulge  these  irllec- 
lioRi,  when  the  vault  became  more  flpacious ; 
»nd  from  the  itacks  or  licaps  of  coal  in  one 
cumcT,  and  the  bollle-ntds  in  another,  they  saw, 
hy  the  dim  glinniiLving  of  the  lamp  whieh 
Starting  held,  ll»t  they  wore  oome  '  to  the 
cellar  uf  which  iK-'hail  spoken.  He  now  began 
to  beat  loudly  agaiiiKt  the  door,  and  waited 
fur  HHiic  time  lx.-forc  any  one  could  be  made  to 
ttcar,  ttiough  ut  a  liotisc  of  this  kind  the  people 
Mayed  up  late ;  at  last,  his  voice  was  heard,  and 
a  bevy  of  tlic  duuteatic*,  witli  the  master  of  the 
bouse  at  tltdr  head,  cams  tu  the  door.    Star* 

VOI„  I.  Q 


338 


OUT  or  TOWWi 


I 


ling,  who  had  imped  an  iicquoiiuancc  wilh  ihit 
pertun,  by  his  smoking  viwW  to  thf  "divnn," 
Bs  it  was  called,  soon  made  an  explanation, 
which  wa&  received,  and  more  fully  cleared  up 
iiubsequcnily-  Meanume  the  door  was  opeticd 
by  a  pretty  little  Irinh  damwl,  a  dbpensoroT 
cigan  and  colTce.  Many  upok^e«  were  now 
ofl'i-Tvd  by  Mclmont  for  this  untoward  intrii«ion 
on  the  privacy  of  the  house;  aitd  these  being 
made,  with  rewards  to  the  domestics  for  iheir 
attention  in  (his  rescue,  the  fufritiven  soon  fninid 
ihenu«lvc«  in  the  street :  und  Melmont.  putting 
ten  guineas  into  Starling's  hand,  told  him  hn 
home  would  henceforth  always  be  his,  should 
he  wish  to  attend  liim  in  any  domestic  capacity.  V 
The  inan  then  went  for  a  time  to  a  Kidging, 
.  while  our  hero  coiutucied  his  sister  to  an  hotel, 
where  he  look  apartments  for  her  until  he  should 
be  able   to  iDtrmluee   I>cr  at   a  fitter 


I 
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IT  time  to  I 
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Alice,  whom  she  was  all  im^iatience  tu  meet 
(having  briefly  learnt  from  her  brother  that 
he  had  just  married  her),  and  also  to  see  the 
Six»d-natured  Lady  Sliclwood. 
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mt  newm  (nirTa».<-A  ctAxea   at  ma  vkmcsB  *tiik 
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khnidtadiKib^ageii,  mruiD  lut «  nidi  gemM^t  >.  . , 
Kum  ieh'i  tbni  duik  wiucn.  dau  Ich  «lii  mum  ■tirdc. 
ScKtLtKK.      [Frant'a  mtUet/Uf  m  tin  Hotbrrt.) 

I  labowHwkraEilWKonMtion.    ThsCvi^mt. 

bcK  story  DOW  tales  lu,  for  a  short  time, 
ftoni  the  Engliah  shores,  to  introduce  a  foreign 
character,  that  hereafter  will  appear  more.     It 

voi_  It.  B 


sullenly  at  the  foot  of  some  rock 
gliog  along  the  shiwe;  do  glei 
brightened   the  atmosphere,   at 
moDotonj  of  gloom  that  hong 
waters. 

A  young  man  was  tatting  ir 
rocks,  absorbed  in  thoughu  i 
nature,  his  eyes  sorrowfully  flii 
of  waters  before  him — a  [Ht 
cheering  as  that  of  the  "unh 
which  his  musings  contemplat 
certwn  appearance  tX  dlstiiKiti 
humble  (fa-eas  he  wore  coidd' 
disguise— it  waathatofawattKia 
light  and  graceful;  his  featun 
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in  fnHit,  and  wnvrcl  over  Iiis  nock,  on  either  side, 
bom  under  lib  hsl ;  be  coDKl^ntly  drew  out  a 
portrait  from  liis  bosom,  of  some  one  that  seeoKd 
very  de«r  to  him,  iukI  gnuxl  on  it,  vhile  the 
tears  involuntnrily  HtoJe  into  his  eyes.  The 
train  of  h'n  muEings,  which,  from  time  to  time, 
he  gave  utterance  to,  was  as  follows :— if  bt> 
hod  known  poor  Hnrvvy,  nicnitoncd  in  the 
preceding  volume,  he  would  have  sympathiacd 
with  him ;  for  he,  too,  was  iibandonod  by  a 
£ather — but  in  the  pix^-nt  iurtanoc  there  was  a 
foUe  accuMttiun  aimplained  of:  — <*Ii  it  more 
hard  to  gam  credence  for  the  truth,  tiian  fur  the 
base  and  cutting  aspersions  of  faltehood  ?  —  Is 
there  truth  in  life?  —  la  it  possible  that  the 
•utlior  of  my  days,  should  have  been  more 
willing  to  lend  on  ear  to  the  malevolence  that 
defamed  me  in  my  absence,  tlian  to  the  vindica- 
tion  of  my  iunocencc  by  myself,  and  by  her  ajgo, 
b-  B  8 


that  of  '  father'  indeed  soundi 

soul,    as  expressive  of  all  th. 

bfixA. . .  .1  say  it  with  regre 

foived  to  fed  it  in  this  absod 

tutioQ — tlu>  proa»iption  I  ^^  ■£ 

not  own  incur-TTwhiit' btMBca 

they  not  be  capoUe  ;(>£;..  wlw 

we  the  .principle*  of  «ctioB?- 1 

interest  19  tha  idol  of  which  tbi 

as  it  is  of '  him  to. whom  I 

my  father's  bjuetice  and  lay  4 

S}nrits  of  this  kind  would  Bol 

even  the  hope  <tf  etonal  paW 

pouesaioo  ,or  thitt  d&ty—tlm 

iwhich  th^  bow— gold  1  ••  tZ4 
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Aupplicatiiuis  have  I  left  unpl^^ttdcd,  u>  one  vrbo 
seems  (Ii.-termin€d  tn  hear  notlting  but  calumny 
and  falsehood!   What  revenge  (the  ocxt  resort 
man  lookt  to  when  redrc&s  is  denied)  can  1  ever 
hope  to  obtain  ? — to  attempt  to  uke  it  would 
only  be  to  aggravate  the  appearances  of  giiilt 
that  arc  already   pr4«ented    in    such   hideouH 
colours  for  my  condemnation— alas!  toi)  su€ce!«s- 
fully  i— ait  much  so,  as  falsely  !  Heaven  ix  my 
witn».t,  tlut  in  that  unhappy  encmintcr,— my 
adTcnary — one  dear  to  mc,  loo,  as  Antonio,— 
frll  by  no  ba«c,  no  unfair  nwansl — Is  it  putaibk 
any  man  could  be  found  so  Jmuc — of  my  awn 
kindr«d — my  own  father's  brother — to  for^  the 
cruellies  ol  a  fal.^ehood  so  sltiinK-ful  I — Atu« !  I 
am  wretched — to  liave  raised  the  hand,  though 
in  fair  combat,  a^inst  the  brother  of  her  who 
was  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself !    How  cruel 
was  ilie  ttlternalivfi.    Vet  worse,— how  fatal  ihe 


those  cniel  ciKumsUmcca  ha 
wrung  from  me  by  a  sense  of 
of  misfortune! ..  .Why,  Pot 
our  hearts  biasned  towards  a 
souls,  indeed,  united,  when  < 
circumstancos  called  our  destii 
Y<t,  can  I  blame  myself  (br 
aUochment  f  Could  I  avoid  t 
could  I  do  otherwise  than  r^ 
afTection,  of  one  so  estunable, 
lovely?  I>car  feflcction," 
I«>k«J  at  the  portrait  whi 
■who  wot  gentlest  and  fni 
could  speak,  you  would  acq 
c^•er  attempted  to  inilucni 
not  already  expressed  to 
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we  loved,  that  was  our  crime,  our  )iappiiH-ss, 
aod  our  punUhmeiit !  Why  vuiild  not  your 
rriciKJ*,  dearest,  lost  Fomarina,  listca  to  the 
huitimr  and.  earneitnees  irith  which  I  spoke 
ubutit  our  attachment?  ^V'by  was  a  cbuh;  for 
i^uarrel  sought  wh«a  every  ri-panUion,  if  uiiy 
were  due,  was  ofTered?  The  hand  that  wue 
oAered  was  rejected  by  tlicoi — Fomnrioa  <m* 
bvtrothed  to  another:  a  rash  as  haughty  bro- 
tlier*!!  spirit  could  not  adtnit  of  reparation,  nor 
brook  reconciliation ;  no  npamtion  but  the 
h]<K>d  of  one  who  loved  biiii,  secu>ed  adequate— 
of  one  who  had  rather  the  steel  had  been  buried 
in  his  own  breast  than  raised  against  the  brother 
of  Fomarina.  Vou  look  on  me,  aweel  image, 
with  the  same  a^^ruving  regard  with  which  :>hr 
iimkI  to  answer  mine.  You  say  to  nx,  she  knew 
,tfaat  I  was  not  utterly  culpgdile!  that  tbv  con- 
tciousnew  of  designed  guilt  never  Kitted  on  my 
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nul '. — abe  said  yd  qkhv  in  exculpation  of  me. 
Sbc  died,  brcoUiing  ihiii — and  occuaiDg  hi-ndf 
ratlier  than  mv ! . .  .All  t\w  blim  uf  life,  idl  i)r 
biu  thai  hearts  Ted  towardH  one  miothef,  m  but 
aa  much  poison  poured  into  the  cup  £&le 
mixes  for  us, — is  hue  as  a  snare,  laid  in  a  fair 
path,  to  betray  us  into  ruin.  I  am  an  outcaa 
from  ihc  bo§om  of  my  home— abandoned  by  my 
friends!  my  name  branded  witli  the  cruel  and 
defamatory  title  of  inurdet«r,d«*poiler,  seducerl 
my  KuflV-nogs  arc tfac accumulaa-d  lotid  of  unjust 
accusation— of  tbc  loss  of  her  I  adorud — of  ibc 
hopelessness  of  crcr  rcinstotiog  myself  in  thr 
fairer  light  in  which  I  ought  to  stand,  and  to 
which  an  unjust  parent  holds  himself  wilfully 
bliitd.  Heaven,  I  repeat,  knows,  thut  wtHrn  An- 
tonio fell,  no  dishonourable  stain  diidigurcd  my 
Rword,  or  my  name '.  but  man,  too,  is  ny  wit- 
ness.   Sfeluiont !  you  were  near  00  tliat  fatal 
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vvening  I  Molmont !  my  fVicnd,  (and  though  a 
ttrangcr— yet  worthy  of  Iwii)^  d«ircr  lo  mc  thaa 
m}' oun  kin<lr«d} — joucanncculpatcinc.  WouM 
lliat  I  knew  wh«re  I  might  find  you,  or  irTiither 
you  lied,  e^er  that  unhappy  fray,  to  which 
you  accompanied  tnc,  wh«n  safety  nnnpcllcd  all 
partin  to  hasten  from  the  spot.  In  your  own 
country  I  will  seek  you.  Yes!  I  have  yet  a 
witneM  of  my  innocence  I  I  will  yet  trust  in 
htiaren,  that  I  may  put  to  shame  the  efirontery 
even  of  faUe  accusation,  by  the  presence  of  an 
hnnoorahle  man  and  a  fair  witness ! . .  .But,  my 
child,"  he  added,  after  a  pause,  suddenly  ncoU 
leeting  himself,  "  I  fear  I  have  delayed  too  long 
from  ihec — it  were  hard  if  tbou  art  doomed  to 
follow  thy  lost  mother — it  would  be  haid  to  be 
robbed  of  ibce  and  my  Fomarina  too.  I  roust 
hasten  hack  to  watch  over  thee,  if  Heaven  «nIJ 
yet  »pare  thy  life ;  for,  indeed,  thou  art  now  ray 
s  3 


pied,  and  hastening  along  tlv 
way,  turned  up  towards  lM 
led  over  a  low-browed  du»ky 
the  rubbish  of  an  old  niinet 
and  sprinkled  o%-er  with  fid 
it  led  to  two  or  three  ittragg 
and  a  little  inn  or  cabaret, 
of  the  public  rand  that 
As  Lavotin  (such  wai  the 
ii|)]ir»ached  tho  door  of 
lM»te98  came  out  to  meet  hi 
■airrowful,  that  tbey  infonoei 
had  little  to  Iio^ie  of  Jmpr 
(if  hit)  poor  child  whom  he 
■'  I  BCe,"  he  said,  "  as 
Ihf  nlil  woman.  *'  vaa  hfiV 
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left  it  with  you,  or  I  should  not  have  gone  awuy 
for  all  instant." 

>f^--Ah,  sir  t  the  poor  doar  Uttlv  creature ! "  cx- 
cUinKd  tile  gondnrifc  ia  u  French  patois  (to 
which  it  is  not  worth  while-  to  give  a  pnniHcl 
in  EngUsb),  *'  it  wo*,  indeed,  better  wh«n 
you  left  it;  but  ooly  a  minute  or  two  fn«t 
it  was  seized  witli  sueh  oonvulMons  again,  thut 

I  fear  the  sleep  it  is  now  in " 

fl.  ■*  Is  iu  last,  you  would  say.  Speak  out,  good 
woman :  I  am  no  stranger  to  bitter  tidings,  and 
have  a  heart  so  familiar  with  grief,  that  it  only 
surprises  iDe  if  I  do  not  perpetually  bear  of.  or 
light  upon,  something  to  dietreRs  roe: — for  aav 
temporary  respite  from  sufTcring  I  bless  Heaven 
— but  I  nerer  expect  any ! — Let  me  see  the 
remains  of  my  poor,  my  darling  infant,"  con- 
tinued Lavotin,  as  he  followed  the  aid  woman  to 
[the  little  low  dumber  ia  which  lay  lhi&  too  early 


bitterly  as  he  hung  over  w 
and  pressed  its  cold  tips  to 
tears  fell  oa  its  fair  inf«ot  la 
fill  appeal  was  uttavd  toe 
for  ever  deaf  ta  tbe  Yoice 
swrow.  .  la  tfais  Jast  poitici 
grave  ;idds  a  blessing  1  1^ 
that  lives  in  the  uUnt  ^patl 
strikes  ua  with  ternH-,  beoatu 
or  of  hi^)pine88  is  chilled; -I 
copsole  us,  on  the  ,oUiw<]| 
greater  proportioo  1}  to  tbuli 
of  pain  and  aBguial^  tbs  hh 
lament  of  wrong  and  iliiufi 
hushed,  abswbed,  ^u4M-t 
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dlcnt  death,  wluch  puts  «  tcrminalion  to  all 
buman  suffenng  f 

By  degrees  th<!  btUcrneia  of  Ijivotin's  grivf 
became  sulxliiH ;  he  was  more  calm.  "T(  if 
the  Temcmbntnoc  of  your  mother's  griefs  tinfor> 
tunatc  infant,"  be  sftid,  ifiti  gazing  on  thr  ]Mle 
features  of  hi*  child,  **  that  excited  this  turbu- 
lence of  sorrow  in  mc;  it  is  thy  resemblance  to 
her  beauties  tbot  awaked  all  the  war  of  pa^on- 
alG  sorrov  within  me,  and  what  I  have  paid  of 
grief  over  thy  chill  remains  is  an  offering  too  lo 
her  menwry.  For  tlicv,  form  of  innocence  and 
infancy  I  I  mourn  (ess,  except  from  the  pardon- 
able sclfi«hneM  that  felt  tliou  wrrt  my  only  con- 
solation after  thy  mother'ti  los ;  but  for  thytivlf 
1  grieve  less,  inasmuch  as  thou  art  spared  per- 
haps n  lot  of  mitcry  througti  the  Utter  pilgrim- 
age of  bfe,  on  which  hard  journey  thou  wert 
luhvml  by  one  ao  unfortunate  as  me  I     I  would 


that  echo  through  these  mis 
harsh  than  the  voice  uf  the 
and  the  scoff  of  its  neglect, 
its  penecutiaa.  Would  ^y 
age,  been  abttdicd  fi»Br«in 
art!  Peace  be  #ith  thee  I 
■hall  per^ps  medt  mUk  thai 
thcr,  who  is  gone  bdiias  tba 
who  moiinis  oTcr  thy  daat) 
shall  again  meet  her  and  ib 
that  meedng  soon  be  pern 
huDg  in  silenoe  for  Kiine  6n 
of  his  child,  when  be  waa  sn 
his  motimful  reverie  by  tiH 
the  wbeds  of  a  carriagt  aad 


I .  .1. .  ..(... 
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horses.  Lavotin  had  little  of  tlip  curioaty  that 
■mpeU  idle  people  to  gape  st  whatever  pAOses 
by,  whether  it  concenw  and  intercsts  ihern  or 
not,  even  supposing  he  had  no  guch  mournful 
Kubjocts  to  occupy  bis  mind  as  he  had,  ao  he 
Mink  H^ii  into  the  reverie  from  which  he  had 
Iwcn  mommlArily  aroused.  Mcantiin«  the  eat- 
n«^i-  <)rove  off  on  its  way.  When  at  length  htr 
Mi  the  room,  he  was  struck  by  the  invntiiiii  of 
B  name  he  overheard,  which  seemed  to  diJituTl) 
him  with  a  pmgnant  and  bitter  tntereM.  A 
fisheniMin,  who  was  looking  over  his  nets  at  the 
flour  of  the  cabaret,  was  asking  the  hostess  who 
il  was  t))at  Itnd  just  driven  frocn  the  door. 

n**Oh,  some  great  foreigner,"  she  answered, 
**  a»  ilio  postilion  said  when  I  asked  him." 

>  **  What  was  hia  name  V  again  ittquired  the 
man. 

"  I  think  it  wo*  some  auch  name  a&  Vasi  or 

Yarn ;  no»  Vauiri — that  wa&  the  name." 


The  good  woman  starlet 
fece,  surpriBed  at  his  em 
"  I  WW  only  mentintttig  t 
tlcnun  who  stopped  a  mo 
^ooF  in  the  carti^." 

"  W«  it  iDdM)  VuAri 

t>^  md    did   not  hb*w  il 

"  he  19  then  perbsps  pwn 

a«  myself,  yet— wlHit  HdiMa 

us!"    He  wid  tbeae  word 

turned  away  from  the  old 

hastily  cm  the  track  which  d 

sued,  looking  after  it  to  tte 

cernit,    "  No,  it  is  goii?^"  h 

of  a  few  moments:  Maud  nn 
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(o  see  me  thus  destitute,  in  this  bumble  guise 
unbefitting  my  raaWf    Alas!   would  not   th4,( 
sight  of  my  poor  dead   infant  have  sctf'tened 
his  heart  P     No  matter— it  is  the  will  of  ProTi^t 
dence  that  I   should   be   hunted  by  affliction, 
and  denied  the  means,  or  thv  \wpe  at  pix-seiittK 
of  extricating  myself.    Oh,  God  i  why  was  I 
sent   into   this   world   of  sorrow    to    be    thus 
miserable  during  life,   and  (o  take  ray  chance 
of  misery  throug^i  an  endlet>s  hereafter  ?  Sel6sh 

man  should  reflect alas !  be  is  too  selfisfa, . 

too    much   the    slave    of  passion    and   seneiHi, 
ality,  to  admit  of  reflection — {he  must  be  so— ru 
it  is  his  vite  nature — )  but  if  he  could  pause, 
be  might    think — '  what   misery,  perhaps,   of 
iuiotlier  tit  be  bom,  is  dependent  on  himself!  '— 
(as  Fraiuc  says  in  bia  impassioned  soliloquy)—. 
that  a  being  may  be  brought  into  tb«  world 
to  blame  it»  existence,  and  him  who  is  Uie  author 


to  rescue  the  lot  of  a  chiL 

and   destitution  that  woul. 

poignaatly— yet  too  justly. 

author  of  its  days.    How  k 

days  acted  towards  me  I    T 

have  this  gratuitous  load  ol 

forced  upon  me  in  the  beioj 

without  my  possible  ooncu 

known    the  terms  of  exist* 

accepted  them?  Can  I  thanfa 

weing  it  has  turned  out  what 

I?    'nothing.'      Can   I  thai 

*  something/  only  as  an  instni 

«nd  pain,  of  which  I  had  bcei 

consciousness ! " 
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ing  may  succeed  to  the  gust  of  paaaioiutte  argu- 
ment, wrung  from  the  grief  which  we  may  jusdy 
compassionate,  while  we  are  willing  to  foi^Te  the 
impatience  that  the  strongest  minds  are  betrayed 
into  under  a  keen  sense  of  wrong,  unalienated 
afRiction,  and  remediless  persecution. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


A   IKir  OTSK  TO   rTALV'— TMK   lAV   <!*   liPUail, 


Thpogh  (dUi  »1k  Id  la^uaitr  avliik, 
Tmit  nu,  ]■!•[  bcar'n  markii  nut  th'  iTenglBg  <Uy. 
WhsD  ratTilnitiim'a  liKhtniDp  thall  ronfoand 
And  (null  die  wKtch,  loo  vwn,  tint  \mgt  himaeU 
In  ht«  lecurity. 

Ot»  Vt.AX. 

Ahd    now,  ID    pursuance  of  circunutaaceii 
connected  with  the  la&t  chapter,  we  muat  croo 
the  Alps  awhile. . .  .Fairest  of  dimes,  Italy  !  is  it  f 
never   pouible   to  approach   thee   without    thr 
mcntton  of  some  dee«i  tliui  stains  tlie  bright  nxeA- 
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lections  tlioii  shouIcUt  awaken,  aai  outc  a  damp 
upon  the  glow  of  mind  inspired  by  so  lovely  a 
subject  f  Yrt  so  it  is ;  in  hiitory,  in  romance, 
llie  rankling  wwda  of  crime— flagrani  crime — 
i.i»(ll««sly,  insuperably  tleforni  tby  beauties. 

Can  the  maible  hall,  can  the  gallery  lined 
triih  daoic  workn  of  ar^^ihe  statues  that 
breathe,  the  (iTtng  pictures — the  odours  dif- 
fuiied  of  llie  orange  and  myrtle,  the  gildwl 
ccilbgs  glittering  in  "  barbaric  pomp," — can  ^11 
the  AttribuiM  of  wealth  and  ib]>lendiitir  givi; 
peace  to  the  bowm  of  their  guilty  posMtaor  ? 
Would  be  not  more  happily  occupy  the  humble 
rultage,  on  which  be  looks  down  from  the  proud 
marbled  terraces  of  his  p^ace,  had  he  but  the 
frviedom  from  self-reproach  that  the  poor  peasant 
i*  bletsei)  ntlluil  ?  Would  be  not  better  exchange 
for  the  rustic  ([iiisc— the  velvet  pall  and  em- 
hroidcred  vest,  if  the  heart  beneath  ibe  former 
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be«ls  lighl.  wlwn  tlie  bosom  tliat  pants  beneath 
the  Uit  heaves  with  anxiety,  restlenncM,  and 
inarf  Is  it  enougli  to  ny,  in  amwer  to  this 
that  in  (he  habit  of  guilt,  feeling  in  udloun  and 
ronacienoe  sleep  P  that  self-reproach  tniaUo 
Dot  ihe  breast  which  cnn  tlnrv  to  commit  what 
others  shrink  at  the  mmlion  oT,  or  that  is  cor-  V 
rupt  enough  to  pcrpetrntc  wltat  would  bnw  the 
bead  in  shaine  for  ever  of  beings  more  sensitive, 
more  alive  to  compunction — less  steeled  ogoiiM 
the  thought  of  misdoing?  This  is  not  rpason 
xutfidently  just  or  forcible  to  prove  that  a  guilty 
breast  is  not  necessarily  an  unhappy  one ;  tberc 
are  moment^  when  tlie  accusing  phantcnn  will 
•tart  up,  and  scare  its  victim  when  least  ex- 
pected, however  callous  the  breast  may  be,  or 
self-reproach  lulled  to  forgetfu)i>»>8.  If  no 
other  punUhmcDl  await  the  eviLdoer,  the  sting 
of  this  sudden  accusation  is  no  light  ooe.    But 


I 


I 
I 

I 
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it  is  not  the  only  one ;  it  is  goncrally  spmktng, 
but  th«  fearful  harbinger  and  menace  of  a 
ju&t  retribution  un  the  head  of  the  otTender, 
though,  for  a  time,  indeed,  his  crime  rests 
uudviected. 

The  Count  Vuari,  when  be  lufi  Italv  for 
■nuthcr  clime,  little  itnagiiiM),  when  hecuoHded 
the  care  of  his  poeemsions  to  his  brother,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  Countets  of  the  chnr^^ 
tiow  deep  an  enemy  againm  the  cause  of 
his  oim  peace  aiMl  interest,  he  was  ouun- 
tenancing. 

The  Countem  Vautri  was  a  person  of  greni 
aniiabilily  :  die  was  not  le»!i,  liowevor,  n  pcnoii 
of  Hpirit;  Ikt  sagacity  in  the  discenin>ent  of 
character  waa  gnmt;  and  il  wax  not  without 
Mindry  misfrivings  she  acknowledged  that  a« 
much  confidence  liad  Itccti  placed  in  one  who 
had  niany  causes  of  jealousy  against  the  CtHint, 


OUT  or   TOWKJ 

in  0(>iiiw(|uennc  of  lh«  Ulter  bein^  In  posMsnnn 
tif  pstatea  thai  ImU  oncv  been  thr  patrimony 
of  this  brother,  who  was  ihe  elder  of  the  two. 
This  pBtrimooy  had  bcvn  equandcrLft  by  Laiuci, 
(now  thf  Abbatc  Lanti — wempkry  ecctesiiu* 
tic!)  such  wsA  his  name,  and  by  an  aocidenl 
had  been  Itoiight  up  by  the  younger  brother, 
who  was  now  the  possessor  of  it.  The  titfc 
04'  "  Count  Lanzi "  remained  to  the  elder, 
\'a<an*s  tllic  was  bold  by  another  claim. 
That  8  feeling  of  discontent  sliould  occasion- 
ally arise  in  ibc  bosom  of  a  man  who  beholds 
what  was  originally  Itis  own,  in  the  hands 
of  one  to  wlioni  be  rcganlcd  himself  aa  once 
Miperior  in  cUim,  is  natural:  the  sight  of  the 
jiroperty  thus  transferred  us  it  waa,  to  another, 
was  a  constant  reflection  on  tlie  folty  sod 
imprudt^DDG  that  oociifloned  its  forfeiture  r 
so   far,  it  is  natural  tbm  a  feuUng  of  diicon- 


I 
I 
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tent,  of   launt  pique,  of   disaatiiifactkin,   and 

rttgn-t  ftlKPiikl   be,   lit   time*,  entertained :    but 

"Tieyond   ttu's,   iio  cxcuw  can   be  all^i;cd :    we 

abhor  the  idea  of  di.-epcr  destfrnB,  tiofiied  vriih 

guilt — the   billcr  iudulgcncc  not  only  of  hate 

tMwantx  thott-  whoi>c  propertj-  is  a»veted,  but  the 

t-xcrdisc  of  baseness,  of  treachety,  and  crime  in 

accDinplisbing  a  mean  revenge  on  tlie  persona 

themwlves,  and  ooin))aH«ii)g,   if  powble,   ihcir 

TWO.   Such  vrsM  the  plot  iliiit  wa>  Ix-ing  IwxkkIci) 

over  io  th«  buwm  of  Liinzi,  ugainst  his  al>i«nt 

^od   conRdiiig  brotlter;    such   wo*   t)»e  object 

ha  bad  been  loo  suocesefully   punning.    The 

heir  to  the  property   he  cunxiderL-d   ak  ijiiite 

set  nnde  by  hU  own  mochi nations,  by  a  villiiny 

practiM-d  againkt  bia  repotaiion,  which  had  per. 

fvclly  degraded  him,  and  indeed  rendered  bim 

infamous  in  the  tiyesof  the  Count  Viiwrt.  Lann, 

htmever,   that  be   migbt  be   the  m»n!  cenain 

VOL.  U.  C 
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c^  gctung  rid  of  any  inberitable  claim  (ram 
his  brolbcr,  on  the  part  of  any  oae  elac,  bad 
l^  cv«ry  niL-ans  in  hi»  power  endeavounid 
to  secure  to  himself  the  papi-ni  rektirc  to  hu  H 
brother's  propenj  (a  dime  unhappily  tna 
coininon  in  tlm  country  of  "  lodroni,"  nbere 
we  are  now  suppoMcd  to  be,  — and  not  eon- 
fined  to  the  instance  of  Ls  Maire).  To 
these  (locumatu  it  was  his  object  to  giv* 
wliut  convtruction  be  p1uu«d,  in  favour  at 
hiinscLf,  on  attempt  which  was  rendered  com- 
paratively easy  by  Vasari's  absence  and  ih* 
authority  he  felt  himself  to  amply  invested 
with.  If  wr  were  shocked  at  tlie  villony  of 
Ja  Morrc  in  the  preceding  volume,  we  inay 
feel  even  more  so  in  the  instance  of  this  Lanzt, 
who  had  after  his  ruin,  turned  Churchman, 
and  bad  become  by  family  intetefit  an  Abbot, 
by  which  title  ve  shall  call  bim;    the 
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tificil  chnrncbT  ho  asiuiiHd  rcivdcrcd  bim  yet 
more  triitttrorlhy,  and  cnabUd  bim  to  cloitk 
his  dcsigni  and  p!ny  U>e  bvpocriic  with  tlw 
gmtcr  tecurity.  However,  ihe  (taoctity  of  this 
Tartu^  wsR  not  unm«|>ectvd,  nor  bis  moli^'es 
unarraigned :— we  bav«  already  hinted,  in  *pcak- 
ing  of  the  Coiinli'ss  Vnwiri,  that  his  character 
had  not  rscaped  her  proMmtion.  The  vmt  she 
at  length  gave  to  her  suspicioos  will  better 
show  Imw  far  she  was  determined,  if  the  eould, 
tn  arrest  the  progress  of  his  ha*ene«,  and  how 
intricately  the  had  penelniied  iiito  bis  motive* 
and  the  whole  of  ihc  unworthy  plot,  in  itt 
TBriotis  workings,  which  he  had  been  «mlain)ng. 
Perhaps  of  all  the  1>enulif\il  itpots  in  Italy 
there  are  nune  more  so  than  thoac  situated  on 
the  brow  of  the  Apennines,  ami  cotmnanding 
a  view  of  the  lovely  waters  of  the  bay  of  Spez^ 
m :  it  was  in  thb  region,  not  far  from  Sarzana, 
c  S 


fS  oirr  OF  Toww; 

tbat  the  Counteas  Vsaari  used  chiefly  lo  find 
delight,  except  that  now  ber  pleannv '  mi 
somcwbut  manred  bj  the  preMOce  of  l.aiu). 
The  eh&tcau  {the  lovehest  of  Vaaari''s  paM»> 
mons]  was  situated  ou  the  brow  of  ttMuntaiu 
clad  wiih  the  fotia^  ai  the  orange,  the  citraa 
{or  rftther  tcmon),  and  the  oliw,  all  lichh 
covered  witli  fruil.  Mj-rUes  in  full  bloaaaa' 
luxuriated  among  tlicm ;  tho  golden  orange* 
glittered  through  the  darit  foliage  like  thr 
stars  which  blazed  through  the  deep  blue  vault 
of  the  heavens  that  glowed  above.  Silveri' 
torrents  from  the  mountains  poured  along  their 
crystals,  at  times  whirled  iH-adlong  from  pnv 
dpiocs  into  nntund  luLiini*  formed  by  the  mck, 
and  tlico,  ccmihining  llidr  streams,  hd^mkI 
down  In  a  cx>lumn  of  water*.  The  »pray  that 
rone  frinn  ihc  hoMiis  where  the  water  was  hiirlrd 
,  with  the  gmieat  force,  glittered  ia  the  ntyii 


4 
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of  tile  Hia  with  variuuN  hues,  Kkc  su  many 
■ainbowf.  Tilt?  strrnms  tliat  fell  down  the  eidcK 
<j£  tlu>  hill  blnxed  in  thv  ray  litonilly  like  c*>- 
lumiiH  of  silrvr,  supporting;,  as  it  were,  the 
fabric  «■  dome  of  th«  tnountaia ;  ibeir  aKine 
ciurivd  them  headlong  to  the  sea,  but  not 
befon-  ihcy  had  fir«t  fon»od  a  bcnuliful  Uke^ 
also  fed  by  xprings,  in  front  of  th*-  cfuxUnu, 
The  stream  proceeded  on  ftoin  the  further  end 
of  the  lake,  forming  a  cascade,  and  then  flowing 
on  to  tbe  sea,  its  course  being  visible  lh«  whole 
way  throu^  vistas  of  the  foliage  we  hare  jual 
mentioned'  Forming  a  striking  contrast  with 
tbe  softer  tints  of  the  myrtle  and  orangv, 
tMuc  dark  p«nv«  threw  their  more  sombre 
shadows  upon  the  clear  surface  of  the  Uke. 
This  lovely  sheet  of  water  was  approached  frcmt 
Uie  dtaieau  by  a  terrace  which  overlooked  it, 
and  jtkirted  a  pleasure  ground  thai  was  a  very 


the  old  style  witnessed  ir 
FarneiiDa  at  Booi^  ukI 
aad  otben^  with  valka  « 
tt  VeiMiUM  iriw)i|  arui 

itf  tWIioiu^  ndititlMs^d 
^iOTlM)k«d>  ibiMiv  that  lAa 
fMMd  ttf  nwr  dw  AUm4  I 

nuHDentt'tir  t«%d]*  ttefie 
wa  twnait  ounetvai' to "ot 
following  tan  :>^     '   •-■  j  '.' 

btr  vtdwi «  Yurtri'irottM^v 
up  thoMdoooiMAtB^giMKi 
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nust   nqtWKt,  therefore,  thu  you  will  return 
them  to  mj-  cluu-ge." 

•'  Had  I  not  authority— tho  fullwt?  " 
*'  **  None :  they  were  cxxidgncd  tcmponmly  to 
my  custody  on  the  Count's  departure,  and  were 
subsequently  to  have  been  placed  ni  the  hands 

of  the  firm  of at  Flon-nra  for  their  Mife 

kecking.  Vou  sltould  not,  then,  in  conadmce 
luid  honour,  have  nbuKcd  tJie  confidence  re)XMi.tl 
in  you  as  a  frien^l  merely— dot  have  attempted 
Id  obtain  fnnn  those  alnut  mc  what,  with  my 
consent,  ithould  never  have  been  given  up.' 
'•'"HMveni!  am  your  ladyship  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  any  unister  cnotive  would  ioducc 
me  to  take  into  my  own  caret  documents  nu 
imporUuit  Bud  valuable:  nothing  could  in- 
duce ate  to  aa&ume  such  a  respooaibility,  for 
which  I  do  not  claim  any  merit,"  he  added, 
meekly,   "  more  than  that  of  r^ard   /or  my 
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bivAher,  imcl  thi-  striciost  anxietj-  tor  VasarTa 
interciit.  I  act  hi  ncconlancc  tritli  his  requej.!," 
HoJd  the  plaudblu  hy[>ocrilc. 

"  Hu  nvrcr  made  any  xttdi  request — yoa  kn 
h«  did  not!" 

"  IiDfilk-dly,"  answcrvd  Lanxi,  confustrd  for 
the  moment  by  her  confident  manner  and  hu 
own  consciousness  of  wrong;  *'iniplicdly,  I 
must  be  alloived  to  say  he  did." 

"  Implied!)-  ?  "  replied  the  Countess,  tauntini^- 
ly :  "  impliedly  ?  Never  I  am  sure  directly ;  and 
never  impliedly  either,  except  according  to  your    ^j 
own  somewhat  Jesuitical  cofutructiun."  ^h 

**  Nay,  you  wrong  me ;  have  you  not  had 
f)<])l)ort unities  of  writing  t(»  hint  to  ask  him  if 
ail  I  have  clone  was  not  with  hiii  destre,  «nd 
for  his  advantajTc  ?  Cimsider — here  you  nrv  left 
alone,  with  many  possibilities,  in  this  wfid  and 
lawless  district,  of  having  property  piUagcdi  «inl 
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wlial  is  most  valuable  to  you  lost !  Am  I  nni 
your  own  aad  mjr  brutbcr's  benefactor?"  b* 
added  with  ■  wigb,  nnd  turning  his  eyes  up  to 
Hcavni  with  all  due  i»tictitu(H)iousnes&. 
"  I   want  nu  benefactor  in   this  ratpvct,  to 

ward  off  dan^^icrs  that  are  merely  represented  to 
me,  b>  terrify  me  into  a  auiplianoe  with  a 
mode  of  conduct  I  consider  uncalled  for  and 
unjUKt.  I  must  repeat  tny  ivqucst,  that  what 
haa  been  sequestered  from  my  k<x-|Hng  by  yutir 
influence,  and  without  my  uuttwrity  ur  content, 
may  be  reatored  me  immediatdyr" 

"  1  cannot  do  otlicrwiac  than  r^ard  thu 
wishea  of  my  absent  brottier ;  and  u  my  cm- 
scieuce  dictates  to  roe  that  I  am  serring  him 
and  his  iotcre&u  in  wliat  I  am  doing,  I  shall  not 
alter  my  purpose  nor  rccal  my  a<:tiw>s; — tho 
bleoaed  saints  be  my  witnesses  1" 
c  3 


OUT  OF  rowyji 

>'  "*  Your  conacicDoe ! ""  exckinwd  the  OiuntOh 
*'  If  you  arc  so  disuustfuJ  of  my  di»intei«sud- 
neaa  and  regard  for  ray  brother,  why  not  write 
to  him,  to  mention  all  that  you  opprrh^od  ?  " 
'"^I  have  done  lo,  and  am  Gurprised  that  ooj 
■nsvrcr  imt  yet  readied  ine."  Meantime  it  h  I 
due  to  the  mHrvciloii*  candour  of  the  Ab- 
hate's  ctinraeter,  to  observe  here,  tliat  he  had 
taken  good  care  to  intrrcept  all  the  Countess's 
letters,  which,  by  this  time,  mi^t  be  safe  ii^S 
the  flames,  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  for 
aught  we  know.  He  oontioued  in  reply,  in  trw 
hypocritical  and  jenuiticul  ntniiii :  ^M 

'  Surely,  as  be  betrays  no  anxiety  to  MCt  you 
right  on  what  you  oonadcr  so  much  antiB8,aad  bo 
cimtrary  to  bis  wishes,  i(  appears  like  a  procrf'  tlwl 
all  concerning  which  you  have  told  liim  is  agree- 
able to  his  deures,  as  I  have  said.     Vou  really 
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are  misnikim ;  and  amy  well  (jujet  your  mind  in 
the  certainty  of  my  afll'dion  for  xny  brother,  and 
regard  for  both  your  own  aud  his  inUircrts." 

'*  Kc^&rd  for  our  inu-nxU !  Wiu  il  in  ibis 
feeling  that  you  worked  ao  atsiduously  in  setting 
a  fatJier  against  his  »ont  I  have  received  a  letter 
froni  my  son  Giutavu»  to  say,  that  the  whoJe 
account  you  gave  to  the  Count,  of  bi»  conduct, 
WW  •  cruel  and  unfounded  one." 
„,  What  thifr  allegL-d  conduct  was,  rcniaiw 
hereafter  to  be  more  fuUy  explained  :  at  |MreMmi 
wi;  will  nol  brvok  through  the  thread  of  the 
convenuition  we  are  «ngajjed  lo  rcbting. 

'  If  GuaUvus,"  aoswvrcd  the  Abbot,  "  iietinl 


(tj' 


as  he  did,  iit  the  face  of  the  most  sacred  law* 
of  humanity  and  honour,  was  it  not  a  charity 
(o  yuu  and  to  bis  father  to  let  you  aud  tiini 
know  tbe  truth?  I  ahouU  thank  any  one 
for    opening    my    eyes    to    any    slain    in    my 
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Auiiiljr,  that  I  might  at  udcc  repudiutc,— cut 
off  the  iinpuTe  branch— and  bdtc  the  slock 
uiittnpaired ! " 

"You  have,  indeed,  done  your  best  to  lu[) 
tiff  tlir  branch,  but  not  becnuw  it  was  tiiinted ; 
Irut  because  you  wanted*  in  its  pbce,  to  engraft 
a  branch  tliai  wiu  rvnlly  tainted  1  Too  fatal  havtr 
your  uAbftM  bovn,  to  poison  tlie  um  of  ibe 
Count  against  his  son  t  In  vain  bare  I  pleaded  ■ 
you  und  your  ooiidjulorB  bav«  been  too  enriy 
in  the  field  and  too  strong  for  mc,  and  for  liiin, 
poor  unlinppy,  pcnwcut^rd  youth  i  But  your 
bascoeu,'"  added  tlie  Countess,  her  indtgiintiun 
rising  inorf  warmly  st  this  point,  **  your  baaeocn 
will  ere  long  meet  nidi  it's  lewant  1  What !  b» 
brand  my  soa  as  a  murderer ! " 
'•i*i:|  never  brands  him  a»  nicfa:  I  lui-rdv 
^ted  fiicts  for  which  the  »tate  of  Naples  pro- 
scribed him  1" 
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In  spilP  of  all  Luixi's  cfTrontwry,  \n«  sou)  sunk 
within  htm,  anil  >liriink  as  it  itere,  powerleiis  (u 
the  arm  of  the  offender  in  Scripiure)  before  tht- 
Mcornful  might  and  hitter  indignation  of  a 
tnother'ii  just  crimination  of  him.  She  repUed 
to  what  he  had  ju&t  alleged — 
«i.*t>  Facbs  as  you  call  them,  which  yourself 
fint  »uf{gmtvd,  by  falK  rvports,  to  the  tiate 
nuihoritiee."  i 

.■*f>A(I(l  not  lalsi-hood  lo  injury  1  Vcni  are  the 
dcstA^ycf  of  my  son's  pcac«  and  mine  inik'ctl :  he 
WHS  never  what  your  rancour  tia»  dvnouncml  lum 
HA  b^flg!  1  liavc  bis  own  handwriting,  relating 
lite  whole  tranaactiun  you  m  cruvUy  exaggcraied, 
lu  which  Heaven  b  a  witocM ! " 

**  His  own  handwriting !  "  rcf>Ued    Ijutxi, 
with  a  oieer  and  sup[ir»»eid  laugh. 
J   **  Yes*  which  1  will  bchcve  beyond  any  of 


is  his  witness ! " 

"  Heaven  his  witness !  ^ 
en  tbia  Ms  the  tomb?" 

"Infidsll  faypocrite!  bdk 
cfanvcter !  tunper  aot  wiA  '. 
you  may  dread  nKM,  htihm 
a*  well" 

*■  Who  may  that  bai*  Soa< 
him  m  Mt  acdoaa,  l-iue^iBj. 

"  If  you  Tequire  the  name, 
En^idi  gtntlemaD,  a  ftindo 

"MelnoBtf  I  beUeva  I' 
foreigner  c^  tiiiat  name  bein, 
your  bod's — I  know  little  mofi 
he  would  be  a  porticipalior  in  i 
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h«  did  iw>t  feci  n-uuld  beconiti  a  nuin  o(  honour, 
or  ndtber  he  nur  my  suit  would  have  kitowii 
rach  other :  he  can  well  vindicate  the  innocence 
of  my  son." 

By  this  timv  tbey  had  gained  the  top  of  ib« 
ternioe,  and  had  arrived  nt  the  vestibule  id  front 
of  the  chiteui.  The  Cuuntva  louk  the  uppur- 
runity  uf  cloving  a  »oen«  which  the  thought  of 
injury  to  h<-r  sun's  name  had  rendered  too 
painful  for  her  to  support  soy  rurther.  She 
nffiTed  a  silent  vow  to  hcavm  as  she  pa«ed  im, 
thai  the  baseness  and  guilt  of  Lanzi— of  him 
whoite  very  naine  site  now  shuddered  at— might 
not  long  be  unvi^ited  by  a  just  retribution. 


.    chapti 


•w/Mtta  HI.* 


And  now,  having  ^ 
Vlkny  in    the    country 
^^'^'i^gU^^aad  buying 

_         «  _ 
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with  which  the  prcccdiog  volume  do^-d,  to  suite 
that  tho  next  morning  after  they  took  plan-, 
Mclmont  kwt  no  time  in  flying  to  Alice  and 
informing  h«r  of  the  joyful  change  which  hiK 
circumstances  had  taken.  Shv  was  as  much  $ur- 
priiMxi  a«  delighted,  to  bearof  his  having  found  n 
MSter,  whom  ho  had  always  constdenyl  as  having 
been  tost  to  him  from  her  cradle.  Alice  was  all 
iin|)iitimcc  l<i  become  iic(|iuiintcd  with  hvr : 
and— tlie  introduciton  being  over,  it  wa*  not 
long  Iwfure  tlte  two  ladic«  felt  a  friendship  for 
each  other,  and  were  linked  in  each  otliere 
company  and  love  as  if  they  bad  been  sJOers  and 
eompanions  from  infancy.  Lady  Sbelwood  was 
all  joy,  too ;  and  it  was  witli  n-grot  she  xaw 
Alice  leave  her  bouse,  to  lake  up  her  abode  with 
Elvira  in  a  handsome  re&idencc  which  Melntont 
look  for  the  occasion,  ready  funiislKxH,  near  the 
|jark,  and  not  vct}-  far  from  Lady  Sliclwood, 


aut. 


&vour.   Alice  doubted  du 
MippoMod  by  tlicfmcvioi; 
iiUiry  conimunicatioDs  she 
awiy  all  difHciildes  to 
and  gain  s  full  pard 
disttlx-dieoce.    It  may  b* 
blufr,Sir  Jasper  wax  in  no 
period  in  our  last  rolu 
daughter  had  tskiii  flight : 
drcumstanw— his  first  impi 
against  ber  as  a  "  diso 
strong,  mameuvring 
ward,     good-for-nothing. 
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belinked,'  for  to  Gretna  (that  pest-oonwr!  tbat 
'da^vlrap  nttd  guod-liye-to-you '  for  ntiuiway 
•crapcgraoe»)  I  luppose  she's  gone !  The  hiusy  ! 
Ill  have  her  back,"  (he  continued,  in  bis  rough 
charoctemtJc  style),  "  liefove  this  munible-ine 
mockery,  broou-sUck,  Itiggledy-piggledy,  hug- 
f^T-muggcr  ccramony  can  give  any  scouodrrl 
a  privil^cof  calling  her  bi«,  and  thirarting  my 
autJiority.  Halloo!  Jarvis!  Thomas!  Gre- 
gory !  ^  he  continued,  ringing  the  bell  violently, 
and  calling  to  th«  •ervants  whom  be  heard 
moving  about  in  the  passage, — the  whole  hou»e 
being  in  confusion,  wtial  with  MNtrching  for  the 
lady  in  tbc  bouse,  and  coming  back  fmm  et.'arch- 
iog  for  ber  out  of  the  bouse,  and  learning  who 
the  partner  of  her  tligbl  iroa, — of  which  cir- 
ctmutaitcv,  however.  Sir  Joiqier  luul  little  doubt, 
wlien  he  understood  our  hero  had  left  Cliclten- 
hun.    "  Order  Itorso,  immediately  !  This  vwy 


slander-by,  the  worthy  oM  b 

tling  over  his  natural  good-h 

b«ai.tbe  very  faurlnque  of 

tiine  Lady  Lmtwotth  mtagiu 

bade  iiim  be  cahMri-^Jbower* 

adding,  in  ber quiet va^V'^M 

with  a  man  of  fiunily  Md  avp 

daughter  bad  taken  Ihia  ■  Mc; 

at  Mtay  tate,  worthy  of  her  e§t 

plishments  and  peraon."     ■^■-, 

"  Don't  talk  to  me  of  be 

talk  of  tfaa  fello«'«  acco^lfafa 

and. ..a  vile  adveotUBori  .,i 

atu£l~yaa  iptovoike  tfttki  M 
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lite  TKOtage  from  Ibv  (limng-n>om  w6«rc'a)l 
this  oommotioa  took  place,  —  he  hnving  rt- 
niain«(t  tlirrc  nfter  diiiner,  in  a  fidget  to  Imm 
kny  tnlclliftcncc  from  the  **  couriers"  he  hxH 
»nl  out  lo  gain  news  of  the  fupli\-e».  The 
horsM  at  length  airivn) :  and  Sir  Jaxpvr  having 
JiHclligtDce  that  a  My  and  gmilfman  had 
passed  fay,  in  a  i-arriagv-nnd-loiir,  lowardt 
Gluucester,  awav  to  Gloucester  be  went,  m  fnitt 
aa  he  could — not  in  the  old  £unily  carriiigc; 
aa  may  be  supposed.  When  he  arrived  at 
Gloucester,  he  was  informed  that  a  "  couple ' 
had  indeed  changed  horses  and  gone  on  to 
Hath.  That  was  quite  sufficient  for  Sir  Jasper; 
"Horsed  for  llalh  immcdinlfly !  It  tniist  be 
that  Tarlet  Melmont  and  my  <lnu|>litcr,  nr  clM 
they  ttould  not  go  rattling  n«,  in  Mich  a  runniray 
mauuer,  at  ihis  tioK  of  night.  I'll  catch  thvni; 
and  a  mumia  on  them  I     Come,  put  the  hones 
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to ! "  It  «■«»  noC  long  iK-fopc  «iir  worthy  was  on 
his  pursuit  agnin.  On  h»  arrival  at  Bath,  he 
K-oft  infenned  that  ut  tlw  rerj  huune  lie  wax  nnw 
stopping,  there  wns  ■  couple  who  bad  nrrivHl 
with  four  hor»«.  At  this  lie  was  all  exultatioa, 
'<  1  thought  I  should  have  them  ■  Whvre  ait 
they?— where  are  they?"  !Ic  vaa  an«nr«r«I 
that  they  had  retired  (aa  all  good  people  ithotild) 
for  th«  night,  and  that  it  was  im^iomible  they 
could  be  called  up  at  tliat  hour.  <*  R«rirvd 
for  the  night !"  exclaimed  Sir  Jaupcr,  **  Alrft- 
cioiu!  What!  ai>d  I  in  the  house)  Who 
would  he  a  father !  I  insin  upon  lK>inj;  sboira 
the  room  jostantly ! — let  mc  be  (dioirn  the 
room."  In  fact,  tlwrv  wna  no  apppafiing  the 
storming  and  raving  of  the  infuriated  baronet, 
who  had  by  this  lime  raised  all  the  domev 
bos  in  the  inn  by  his  ringing  and  mvinc. 
They,  afUr  hearing  bis  ittorj-,  and  ae«tng^  hb 
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resolution,  could  do  do  otlirr  than  show  him  up 
suirs.  ImR^nc  how  he  thundcrrcd  at  the  door — ■ 
inugine  how  the  pcopI«  in  the  raon  were  mnased 
Kt  this  strange  riveil — ima^nc  how  Sir  Jasper 
ttiirod,  wlivn  Uk  door  opened,  nUcr  rcpc^iti,^ 
demands  from  within,  as  to — "  What  was  the 
matter?"  which  wiw  onswiTcx)  by  Sir  J.  that  a 
"  gn!»X  dral  was  tlw  matter ! "  Yet,  the  door 
opened, and  shownl — not  our  hero,  hut  an  •.■mad- 
ate  invalid,  who  with  hiK  wife  had  n>paircd  in  all 
hul«  to  Bath,  for  thv  hcndit  of  bathing.  Sir  J. 
opened  his  eves  and  n>oulh  and  stood  aghast, 
and  taping  nut  unhkr  the  sign  that  denotes  the 
"ntoulh"  in  iJint  strnngt'ly  designated  ensign 
tvrmcd  the  "  Bull  and  Mouth."  Coming  to  bim- 
*elf,  at  l«ngth,  he  stammered  out  an  apology,  while 
tbe  poor  invalid — arrayed  in  a  red  cotton 
nightcap  bound  fuui^  his  bead  with  a  yettav 
Q^iaad,  (a  ItaniKl  wrapper  round  his  throat),  and 
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biur  ttripnl  <)iTssing-f(owo,— stixxt  ERpinK  *tih 
hi»  yellow  lanlcm  jairs  no  \vm  nniiuEedlr  U  iIk 
wtirlhy  barcMiet !  IlDving  suflicientlr  indulged 
in  their  muuiul  Ktarc,  mad  \)k  mistake  bciv 
cli-OTL-d  t>\*,  t)ie  door  clowd :  the  invalid  laltrrnl 
buck  vhivcrinf;  tu  hiH  bed  nnd  ui  bis  onxiow 
'*  rib,"  "ho  had  nii>e>!  h<?nelf  up  to  iK-ar  all  thii 
**  parley : "  while  ^r  Jiwper,  vith  two  or  thm- 
very  excusable  expressions  of  impatiinice  on  auch 
an  occasion ,  and  at  having  been  led  on  such  a  (oott 
errand,  vowpd  eternal  displeasure  on  the  head  of 
his  daughter,  and  hlnniiiif;  hims(4f  for  bavintc 
been  led  on  s  false  scent,  and  iH>t  going  to  Gretna 
al  once.  He  considered  that  it  would  be  lu 
link'  purixKie  now,  to  pursue  his  route  thither. 
ao  he  composed  hiinwlf  ns  well  as  circuniKUnep* 
would  admit.  ai>d, — since  he  could  not  xlcc^anl 
it  was  now  past  four  o'clock — be  ontered 
fast,  and,  ihw  over,  returned  to  Lady 
at  Cheltenham. 
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ontered  break-  H 
ady  Lentwortb  ^| 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


■ECRIMIMATIOK. 


TUk  long  md  loud,  ud  taS  where  we  bagu. 

Al^TO  DO  PoBKIkl. 

I'm  vain  that  Lady  Lentworth  end«a- 
vnured  to  appease  Sir  Jasper.  Her  endeavours 
at  M  doing  servc-d  mtlKr  to  linghtm  \m  impa- 
tienw  nnd  anger.  "  How  dare  she,"  hv  satd, 
"  give  hcrsrir  away  to  any  one,  without  my 
consent  P  What  matters  it  that  you  aay  tbit 
MelmoDi,  this  seducer  (for  what  is  he  better?) 
VOL. U.  D 


^1            wttx  n  pe 
^H             in&ket  it 
^H                      uni 
^H              exercise! 
^H              trailoniii 
^H              un  whicI 
^^^^         |)v!m-  an 
^^B            •'  He 
^^^H        avMiclaiii 

^H              timm  nil 
^^^^        jrou  thii 

■~^^H^H 

DOT  or  TOirii;                      ^^^H 

■nan  we  looked  upon  favourably  ? — that 
i«  matter  worse — much  irorae !— I  ooaU 
Jentood  liia  attemptiug  this  outrage,  a* 
]  in  deiiauce  to  aoy  opposition, — btit  tbiM 
mly  to  take  advantage  of  the  iair  IbotiiY        . 
h   he  stood  witli  ua,  to  rob  us  of  our  ^M 
id  hnp(Hiu»E — toouwlro) !  srouDdrel ! "     ^M 
coDipoMxl,  iDy  dear  Sir  Jiupcr ;  it  is  pan         . 
X  now."                                                       ^M 
Ik   is  what  excites  my  impadeoce  dm  ^^ 
an !— if  it  were  not  past  avoidance  do  Bj 
□k  I  wlmuld  rtnnd  oomplnining  bcrc?'— 
I  should  bo  better  cmplovcd  id  eiufea- 

^^^1        vouring  to  nvoicl  it;  ol  pment   my  «ily  coo. 
^^^P         miation  (wretchtid  tliouj^i  it  be)  ta  t^  vent  nj'        . 
^^1              distrew."                                                             ^^H 

^^H            **  Bui  what  can  be  t)iv  good  of "^            ^^H 

^^^B            "  My  dtMT,  you  try  to  be  provokiag! — bow 
^^^^         csn  you  ao  readily  acquiesce  fai  such  an  outrage  ^, 
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— such  ■  dif^ncc  I "  siid  his  wnlh  was  somv- 
wbat  kindled  agiainst  his  mild  parlncT. 
41)  *^  I  do  Dot,  indeed,  aoquioscc  in  what,  on  the 
contrary,  I  mudi  condemn ;  but  as,  in  all  pro- 
babtiily,  Mr.  Ikd-Imoni  would  one.  Any  have 
married  Alice  with  wir  full  eonscnl,  nay,  appnv 
liiition,  I  am  (as  the  post  cannot  be  n-callcd) 
willing  to  rveondlc  mjM.>lf  to  circumstance ; 
ilMiugh  I  do  not  at  all  givo  place  to  you.  Sir 
Jasper,  in  Naming  both  him  and  Alice.*'' 
lit  **  A  minx  1— I  have  no  patience  with  h«r  !— 
How  would  she  dare !  I  ay,"  ttampii^  with 
his  foot,  and  walking  hastily  about  the  room. 

*•  Nay,  nay,  Sir  Jasper,  moderate  this " 

r>>  "  My  dear,  ddn't  talk  to  me  of  modrratton !— - 
This  is  all  your  fault — you   always  over  ij)> 

dulgod ' 

•• .  •>  My  fault.  Sir  Jasper  f  " 
n  **  Vou  always  over  indulged  this  girl." 
D  S 


OUT  OF  towk; 

My  fault.  Sir  Jasper  ?  " 

'*  You  never,  took  her  vooitgh  into  aociHy ; 
and  beoce  slic  contractod  idle,  romanbc 
norions." 

"  Wrs  that  my  fmilt  ?  or  yodr's,  for  remaifr- 
iag  BO  much  pcot  up  >(  lA-ntwDrth  P^rDmootic 
outioiis !— iw  Hitch  thing." 

"  If  yoii  had  «xpreM«d  a  wish  to  have  paned 
more  time  in  town  it  ehotild  hare  been  dune."  < 

*■  She  was  scaredy  '  out,'  only  last  waaab-r 
there  has  been  no  time  to  take  her  into  aociety— 
i>o  opportunity." 

V'Wcll,  I  care  not  about  ihix:  sliv  might 
have  nceii  more  in  the  countiy,  but  invlcad 
of  that,  fJie  has  been  kept  almost  entirely  br  ^M 


herself — a    novice— left    to  h&  own  imagiiia- 
tjons,  which    will  always    naturally    tiirn    u> 
romance  tinlil  the  realities  of  lifi;  and  tht;  bu»-^H 
ncas  and  buntlc  of  society  efface  these  pritnarr 


oi.-tht:  ievks^. 
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conceptions.  You  should  have  brought  her  up 
left  liuked  to  your  'apron-strings/  Lady  L. ! 
^^*4hi»  is  your  fault — your  fault !  " 

"  Sir  Jasper,  you  do  me  great  wrong," 
n-plied  Lady  L.,  in  her  usual  mild  way:  for. 
knowing  well  her  liusbond'*  rough  yet  good- 
hitmourerl  ehunu:ter,  she  did  not  conddiT  it 
worth  wtiik'  ti>  pretend  to  be  exciled  or  angry 
liy  his  aocusatiuDft.  "  Vou  do  mc  wrong,"  she 
cDntiniied ;  "  you  know  perfectly  well  (hat  itlie 
oncn  »w  our  friends  who  visited  at  Lentworth. 
Certainly,  in  the  very  out-«f-tlip-way  n^ion 
where  we  are  situated,  (here  is  no  great  oppor> 
lunity  for  racial  intercourse;  but  she  was  not  so 
much  a  novice  ae  you  are  pleased  to  roosidrr 
her.  The  fact  it,  I  dare  say  the  girl  scarcely  ima- 
gined she  was  doing  wrong,  for  she  kiwtw  we 
had  apptovcd  of  Mclnwni's  suit ;  he  U,  in  (ad. 


*ith  these  atones  goia 

fonoBo,' tint  ifi  had, 
ioB  iddtwiBs  pmioud 

"  One  too  nwnyi  if  rfic 

"Let  me  beg  of  you  to 

IhBVeoodoubtaliwffly, 

**""«"»  PWKSOOeI...p 

'hat  .petta  child  ii(_^ 
h«Te«f«nrily,  with  the 
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bow  to  manage  them  I  if  you  cjoax  them  «s  chil- 
dren you  make  yourself  their  Eliivc,fi>rth«y  will  do 
nutiiing  without  hciuj^  vhevtttnl  and  bribed  into 
it;  if  you  'snub'tltcin.it  dvActtMis«m)dAin]»  their 
xfatiut  and  fceliiigK,  and  make^  ihcin  luitr  you 
and  thcuiHelv£«  through  life;  tbco,  when  thvy 
)^t  older,  if  you  restrain  them  too  mudi  they 
will  be  the  more  anxious  to  oppose  you,  and 
filiake  off  the  itbackles  of  restraint,  elude  your 
vigilance,  aud  run  into  absurdities,  and  drive 
you  mad ;  if  you  are  indulgeot,  and  let  them 
have  their  own  way,  they  will  take  advantage  of 
that  indulgence,  and  abuse  such  kind  licence. 
What  is  to  be  done? — do  what  you  will  you 
can't  be  right  I — plague  and  perplexity  I — I 
wish  to  Heaven  I  had  never  married,  or  never 
had  a  daughter !" 

In  this  way  was  Sir  Jwper  walking  u|)  aud 
down  the  room  venting  hi*  qileen,  while  Lady 


OPT  OF    TOWIfJ 

L.  made  no  opposition  to  his  rtfiiuirkH, — whttthfi 
harangue  was  sonivwhal  brokra  io  upon  by  tlir 
arrival  of  a  letter  from  th«  fugitives,  thrawinj 
tbenuvlvc^  (as  usual)  upon  the  clemency  of  tbr 
parents,  with  Mrung  assurances  bi>ld  out  by  Md- 
niont,  "  that  though  appearances  were  againri 
him,  he  had   no  doubt  he  should  be  able  In 
satisfy  Sir  Jasper  in  this  particular  shortly,  and 
tital  his  fortunek  would  ere  long  wear  a  better 
aspect  than  at  preaent."     However — say  what 
they  would,  these  oondliatory  argumenu  had 
tittle  effect  in  soothing  Sir  Jasper;  but  he  wa» 
most  furious  at  the  postscript,  in  which  Melmunt 
dutifullyinfonnod  him,  (hat  before  his  next  letter 
reached  hint,  he  hopiti  to  be  united  to  his  beloved 
Alice,  whi>  was  under  the  protection  of  a  femak 
friend.   It  was  in  vain  Lady  L.  did  all  she  could 
to  padfy  her  stubborn  lord;  lie  Ha»  nut  of  a  letn- 
pcmment  to  be  easily  appeased  wbeti  uncc  exoa- 
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porAted.  Tbcre  wa*  do  date  b>  th«  I«U«ri  to 
tlut  Ik-  could  iwl  tell  frani  what  place  it  was 
wriucu,  ur  vLte  he  would  have  set  out  in  pursuit 
of  hU  daughter.  In  this  "ranDg"  condition 
(Uke  an  unwieldy,  untamed  animal)  hecoutxnued 
for  itume  day*, — plague  enough,  no  doubt*  to  hit 
forbearing*  easy,  quiet  wife  I  vhcn  at  length  ihe 
letter  rtaclietl  iiini  tliat  informed  him  of  the 
iiu]itiaU — nod  thai  iIm.-  bridu  was  at  Lady  SheU 
uuod'i.  A  date  wait  in  tliiH  imtajiee  put  to  (tu.- 
letter,  hut  it  was  loo  late  for  him  to  do  any 
thing  now  towards  marring  the  love-plot, 
except  thtt,  —  that  be  vowed  the  marriage 
vliould  not  "staud;"  it  «w  "no  vaUd  voo- 
tract;"  it  had  not  "bis  oonacnt,'*  and  vu 
tbLTcfore  of  "  none  effect  I "  And  his  tntciitton 
wiu  iuimcdiatcly  to  go  to  town^  and  nnnui 
(lie  marriage  us  soon  lu  [wsabteyin  spite  of  the 
o  3 


"  No  real  friend  !- 
disobedient  child— I  d 
I  sball  ituiBt  on  taUtii 
'•'eridilydestttei,^ 

into  execution  *rfiBfe  ^ 
fortuniWjr,  iiKtoce<r>^  i 

"fit- of  the  gout  Kf^ 

him  hort  de  combat  R# 

when   he  was  Me  to  i 

inaisted  on  prooeieanig  in 

the  carriage,  and  away  he 

driven  off,  brfrae  the  poft 

joyful  account  of  ^e  Ut 

which  our  faen  and  hj. 
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Lady  L-  i^retted  had  come  loo  U»  for  hrr 
hiKly  lord  to  be  comforied  with  :  nieantimv,  dm 
coDBKJered  this  intelligeDce  u  a  reward  fur  Ihy 
own  forbearance  and  calmii«N!>  thmugh  iIh- 
temporary  coofuaon.  She  waa  rendered  nuui 
anxiou*  lo  f^ec  her  diiughter,  whotn  !>he  tenderly 
loved  i  and  (Iwugh  nhe  could  not  quite  esni^ 
her  for  ibiH  (nt  all  time*  an  imprudent  step), 
yet,  cxHiftidiTing  ihc  highly  homturnhle  cluiractt-r 
of  Mcimonl.  and  t)i«  great  favour  with  which 
he  had  been  looked  on  by  twnclf  nnd  Sir  Jii>'|>rr, 
there  was  much  to  be  ttaid  in  excuse  of  Aliar  for 
having  cnnlidcd  in  him.  The  rewill  entirely 
uivwered  Lady  L-'*  expeciationii ;  she  ngain 
regretted  Sir  Jasper  had  gone  ofFJust  before  the 
arrival  of  this  happy  letter — however,  be  wotdd 
soon  learn  all.  Nor  was  Lady  L.  much  ks» 
oiiKious  to  greet  the  newly-found  sialer  of  her 
wn-iii-law ;  at  prewnt,  however,  she  was  obliged 


I —    ..,„  „,,  „,3   "lay,  in 

metropolis. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


mN  CKARi  ciMrrtHOi*. 


Well,  tbcD,  UiiTt'i  my  hud. 


Sir  Jasfbb  od  bu  lurival  in  town  lust  nu 
tinu  in  prcseutbg  himself  at  Ludj  Sbelwcwd'H ; 
bulling  along  on  bis  course  litci-  a  lypduon.  big 
Willi  the?  (Ittennined  explosion  of  bis  fury  when 
he  nhould  arrive  in  presence  of  the  guilty  pariie*. 
He  wati  shown  into  (be  drawing-room,  where  he 
Mt  with  nu  great  patience  until  l.a(ly  S.  nuule 


"  Turned  om  so  we] 
I^m'ttolk  of  dear  Alice 
she  not  dtme  enough  to  i 
to  me,  as  long  u  atw  Hi 
think  you  can  ^xvt  so 
Sbelwood." 

"  My  dear  Sir  Ja^Mgr 
siMy  have  heard  — -" 
"  I've  heard  too  much. 
"  Vou  cannot  poftaibly 
"  Oh,  I've  recdred  a  g 
bai;gained  for." 
"  What  ?— is  it  pottdbV 
"Ay,  ay;  everything 
duces  to  mw\  nUfx.n  _-j 
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to  }-ou,  Lady  Shelwoml,  for  harbouring  an  andu- 
tiful,  ninaway  daughter.**  ^ 

"  What  r  won't  you  Torgive  her  tfter  hewring 
the  joyful  Dcwfl  tlmt  the  Um  [km  ooaveyed 
to  yoo  ?" 

-'  AVhnt  last  post?  1  left  Cbelteofaara  yea- 
terday  moroing." 

"  Gracious !  then  the  letter  muni  hare  arrived 
just  in  time  for  you  to  escape  it ;— ju&t  after  you 
wait  away!" 

"  What  letter?— what  do  you  signify  by 
joyful  Dpws  ?  You  may  rait  it  sn,  if  you  pli-aw : 
but  by  all  appearances '* 

"  It  is  plain  to  mi*,"  coniiniiod  t.ady  S.,  fol- 
lowing up  his  words,  "  that  your  daughter  could 
not  have  hcvn  better  united  than  she  tuu  been  I— 
iWhy  Mehnont  has  recorded  all  the  property  be 
was  entitled  to.  He  is  a  rich  man  I  He  and  your 
daughter  hare  taken  a  handsome  house,  where 


'^'"  we  ana  repudiate 
Lady  S.  could  not  fo 

Mtonuliment-ludicrou. 
the  rubicund  lace  of  tht 

a  little  time^tecoveredh 

hi«  wrath  wiith^a  aart  o 

drew  breath  more  freely; 

«wver  himself.  Lady  f 

him  with   stories  of  his 

tresses,  aad  the  generous 

with  from  some  of  his  for 

friends,   especially  the  I 

whose  spirit  was  as  barrai 

"  Why  didn't  the  dog  I 

out  Sir  Jaeper, 
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slivady  ?  "  said  Lady  S ,  laughing.  "  Alice  «m' 
n  richer  Iokd  tluui  any " 

**  Loan  ;  DO,  nu !  **  mitl  Sir  J^  "  the  rogue 
did  DM  borrow  her — he  took  hcFi — -feloniously 
look  her  f-~biit  I  forgive  him,  (since  tt  seems 
'  appctiranoes'  art-  to  well  kept  up,)  and  give  my 
eonsent  lieartily  to  the  marriage ! " 

These  words  were  seareely  out  of  Sir  Jasper's 
iiiuulli,  vrhen  the  fohling  doon  til  ilie  bnek 
ilrawing-tDoni  ilew  open,  and  furu'ard  caaic  our 
hero,  hanJ-in-liand  with  Alice;  the  latter  ran 
into  the  arms  of  bet  father,  who  oouid  not 
furl>eur  blulitx'riug  u\'er  hia  child,  for  his  heart 
was  full  at  the  ugbt  of  a  daughter  he  had  wvr 
loved  M»  tcndedy ;  aiii]  wliik'  lie  hugged  her  to 
hit  brent  w'ltli  oue  bthi,  he  held  nut  hin 
other  for  ^lelmont  to  take  his  hood,  which 
our  hero  did  wtUi  all  duv  warmth  uf  Glial  aUtw- 
tion,  and  with  no   less  reverence  put  it 


i 


cheese  which  our  hero 

affecting  scene  being  ov 

away,  with  tho  busk  of 

thst  bad  invotuDtari]  V  ab 

cheeks  and  jotrb  like  d 

•»««»  to  teli  the  whole  i 

fbrtunei^  which  be  acoon 

ling  all  praiw,  and  utoi 

his  worthy  btber-in-Iaw ; 

account  of  his  haviiig  re 

to  have  been  lost,  whoa 

see.     Nor  was  it  many  no 

went  out  aod  led  her  into 

boudoir  leading  out  of  th 

where  she  bad  been.     1 
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"faMrt*  (fur  a  lieUvr  heftrted  being  oevn 
i-xittc(l),  wus  for  fitltling  her  in  hu  amw  and 
■mprinting,  mo  more,  n  "  Htmcking  kiM  "  on  hc-r 
cJietk ;  but  be  was  Hontcwlmt  nwt'd  and  repressed 
by  tbe  exuvnie  majesty  and  Uie  delicate  9o^^)^w 
of  her  aspect ;  and  it  wa*  not  till  Melmont 
uid,  "  <*4iiiu-,  Sir  Jajiper,  give  my  usier  vour 
hies^i^,^  and  led  her  up  to  bim,  thai  the  aid 
man  took  eoursge,  and  saidi  "  Ue  hoped  God 
might  bless  her,  with  all  his  heart ! "  Ai>d  here 
the  impulse  of  affection  went  full  gallop  like  *■ 
coach  running  down  bill, — end  tlie  baronel  im- 
printed a  "unack"  with  his  lips  on  her  ''pun- 
pale  chedc;"  which,  iKinever  rude  it  might  have 
appeared,  was  wortit  all  t)w  ceremony  in  the 
world  !  After  this  iniroductmn  be  wan  all 
anxiety  to  tee  and  reward  Starling,  vowing  hi- 
never  •huuld  want  for  anything  !  Mdmunt 
told    him  be  lind    alrruly    taken    eare  that 
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Suvling  should  he  inAi  |m>vided  for,  antl 
»l)oul<]  feel  hurt  ihnt  any  un«  but-  bkniHr 
»lioiild  have  tliat  pleasure.  A»  for  La  Mom, 
Sir  JuK[)er  could  nol  endure  the  tliouglii  of  lil% 
M)»-in-luw's  forliearance  tn  not  p^oNCcuti^^  imn 
for  forgery  of  the  will  (as  well  a.i  for  swindlinf^ 
ilirutigl)  the  tothituny  of  Starling,  nod'  be 
voved  that  it  was  but  a  doty  to  the  public  to  dr> 
M).  "  I  shall  speak  to  Starling  about  litis,  be 
assured,"  he  continued  :  "  meantime,  I  wi>b 
Lady  I,entworrh  had  been  here  ton-ittwas  this 
hapjiy  diange  of  circumstancvit." 

•*T1tc  letter.    Sir  Jajipcr,*'  said    Mclmam. 
"  hax  oonveved  — -" 

0 

**  Oh,  ay,  the  letter  that  it  appears  arriv«d 
just  aAcr  I  hnd  mK  oIT! — Ah,  you  rogtMs 
(looking  at  Alice  and  our  hero),  you  hare 
raudi  to  tliaitk  )i«r  for  !  She  was  all  pnijenoe, 
kindness    and    confidence    in    an    ulttuately 
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fortuoate  resuU.-'Uown  on  your  knees,  aori 
thank  her  i" 

"  We  ilo  indeed  '"  aaid  both  of  ihera— Alice 
wi])inp  away  jin  involuDiary  tear. 
intf*  Ay»  a  pretty   danc«    I    had   after    you. 
runa^tM  \ " 

„i  And  to  the  good  old  harcNKt  gave  a  DtcTTy 
natal  of  hi*  chase  to  Bath— of  the  lavaJid  that 
he  caught  nfu-r  hi*  Iroubk— of  litx  gout — his 
fury  aiid  arrival  in  town.  And  thus  ended 
lliw  tuipfy  rencontre;  Sir  J.  saying,  tbal  hav- 
ing sren  c^'crythiiig  «i  much  to  hi*  winhcj,  he 
■hnuUI  ioM-  no  lime  in  going  bock  to  ChvltcDliam, 
to  give  Lady  L.  a  detail  of  all  the  circumstances, 
Alico  and  our  hem  [>ron>iang  to  accompany 
liim.  Meantime,  the  house  Afclmont  had  token, 
or  Lady  Shclwoo<l's  could  bv  occupied  by  tiis 
fistcT,  whose  ouinpaniun  I^dy  S.  would  con* 
fttantly  be.     All   this  bdng  settled,  and  Mel- 


to 
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moot  prombdng  his  tUter  be  would  not  be  long 
liefore    be    returned,   waa  about    to    take   hit 
(ic^rturv  with  hih  liride  and  S!r  Jasper;   but 
name  buuness  suddenly  prrvonting   hJs  being 
mdy,  he  bt-ggcd  of  Sir  J.  to  pursue  hi«  jour* 
nejr,   aud  take   Alice  with  him,  and    that   hr 
would   follow   him   the  next  day  j    aa    for  Sir 
Jasper — hi»  impationce  tu    sec  Lady    L.  and 
tell  her  "all   that  there  was  to  leD,"    was  w 
f;reat,  that  he  could  brook  no  delay  in  &etting 
off,  though  Alice  would  rathef  have  waite<l,  in 
urder  that  Melioont  might  be  of  the  party. 


i 
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0«*TI»  CLCtir  AND   OKATDB    KltMOMT. 


I'hey  hiMTiir  nr  pralw.  Init  os  on«  lnd>  the  other : 
Ualhi'ikiiiE  soiili !  tliil  irlii<D  cQniiilot'd  tloglj. 
How  frw  WD  lind  dcsrr\  c  [be  name  of  fflra  > 
Tn  ia  coajiuictioii  grow  clicf  formidable. 

Fmo»»«'«  "  P*u.  or  SAecHTVH." 

The  business  thol  had  delated  Melmoni 
having  been  despatched,  he  was  luixious  to 
hurrj  on  the  trace  of  Alice  and  Sir  JaspiT, 
and,  thercrore,  took  his  dqMUiun-  from  town 
back  to  Chdteoham,  tJirough  Oxford,  by  one 


TO 
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«)f  the  public  coaveyaaoeif  ss  the  most  eauy  and 
ifX|>e<liiious  mode  of  getting  over   the  ground- 

t^'iinc  and  space,  which  ooce  aSbrded  idea*  ■> 
sublitne,  «lw !  how  degraded  now  i»  ttKir 
maiietty,  when  a  stage  coach  at  the  rate  of  ten 

I  iniln  an  hour,  or  a  Kttam  carriage  nt  ihe  rmtn 
of  three  times  ten  inil«*  in  tlte  aaine  period, 
mocks  them, — ahnoat  sets  them,  and  thfdi 
ottHUtclea  to  the  movements  of  us  fidgety  litllr 
pigmies  on  earth's  surface,  at  naught !  Md- 
mont  had  scarcely  beoi  seated  a  moment  on  ibr 
Ik>x,  wbcD  he  fell  «omr  one  tapping  hint  od 
llic  slmuldcr,  nnd  on  turning  round,  peroHved 
a  huge  bficon-faccd  individual,  in  the  shape  of 
a  fanner,  staring  and  grinning  in  bis  lac*. 
whom  hv  necogniecd  as  one  of  the  "  independent 
electors  of  ihc  Borough  of  ,**  which  bu 

yet  hoped  to  represent.     This  in«n  wa&  ia  his 
interest,  and    Melmooi,  ,of  course,  exhibited 
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himiielf  an  pleased  to  meet  the  honest  booby. 
It*  tJie  hompkin  himsclT  was  to  fall  in  with 
Ml*.  Melmotit.  Our  hero  scJxcd  the  farroer's 
brawny  Bftt,  and  gave  it  such  ■  shnkr  that  Mr. 
Clump  had  no  doubt  of  the  friendliness  of  th« 
gmtlwnan  he  addressed,— of  the  vigourof  whoM 
good^will  be  wBs  convinced,  by  being  prefty 
ninriy  swung  off  the  coach  by  the  saluutttm. 
Melniont  unilcmtood  his  cue  with  tn  "  honett 
plain  roan,**  —  an  "independent  elector," — a 
"  titout-hearted  fireebom  Englishman." 

"  Why,   Mr.    Mclmont !    how  do  you  do. 
Sir  ?"  aatd  the  fanner.     "  Well !  I'm  very  glati 
ur  aee  you,  Sir ;  1  hope  you're  well ! " 
**  Preily  wdl,  I   thawk   you,  Mr.   Clump; 

how    are    all    my   friends    down    at   1 

though  you,  all  of  you,  used  me  Badly  ill,  in  not 
returning  me,  last  election.  I  wi^  you  all 
well — your  staunch  friend  ttilL* 
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"  It  wm  not  our  fault.  Sir;  upon  my  life  it' 
.wncii't!      Many  of  the  electors   went   Iciuuitc 
iu)d«r  tbu  ntUc-T  interest.    But  it  won\  do-~i»^ 
no,  it  won't  do  the  next  lime ;  teoantii,  or  iw 
tuiantfl,  we'll  have  the  moo   of  our   choice 
hong'd  if  we  don't!"    added  tbc   honest  and 
anlous  Clump,  thiunpitig  the  coach  top,  to  the 
no  anall  alarm  of  a  nervous  old  gentlenmn  in 
the  inaidc,  who  thou^t  8  thunderbolt  at  lam 
waa  niakiug  invaaion  through  the  roof  of  the 
vdikle, 

"  And  wIk)  is  the  man  of  your  choice?" 
naked  Mclmont,  with  sumvwhat  of  reproof  in 
his  tone,  by  way  of  awakening  compuuctkm  h 
tile  bowni  of  Clump,  for  having  thrown  him  out 
on  a  fonoer  oecaaon  of  lus  staading  ftir  tlw 
borough. 

"  Why,  who  should  it  be  but  youndf,  Ur. 
MdmoDt?"    replied    the  goMFOUs    CUimp— 


on,  TBC  aecEM. 

"  did'n't  you  say  we  were  to  have  the  quBrtcrn 
loaf  dova  at  fourpenc«  t — ye»,  you  did  I " 
X-  MdinoDl  could  not  help  laughing  at  ihe 
iiinoccnoe  of  the  honoit  farmer,  in  supposit^ 
that  be  could  have  ever  said  this  (if  be  ever  did) 
ao  seriously  as  was  underHCood ;  however,  it  wa» 
a  mistake — Mdinont  bod  nctrer  said  mi;  no 
niatttir,  Clump  quite  warmed  into  oratory,  in 
his  zonl  to  suf^rt  our  bero,  and  make  him 
nnH-nds  for  his  former  discomfiture,  or  ill 
Hu<x««a  rather.  Clump  coDtuiued  in  this  veto, 
mucJt  to  our  hero's  omuaemcDt. 

Didn't  jou  say,  as  bow  it  was  a  d— d 

ts  f*i  nercT  swore,  Mr.  Clump;  if  you'U  have 
the  goodness  to  recollect,  I  said  it  was  an  in- 
tolerable shame— but  you're  quite  right  in  tiie 
substance  of  wbat  you  say.'" 

"  Well,  Sir,  I  uk  your  pardon — but  didn't 
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you  sajF,  it  was  ao  in — inttA — intol— denxltUc 
sbaaii;  on  the  character  of  tbe  nation,  that  men 
hacto't  a  fowl,  vach  of  Ihcm  in  tbclr  pots?— ay, 
nud  a  guinea  iti  tltcir  pock«l»?— ay,  the  boaot 
curuings  of  thvtr  labour  ?  ay— didn't  youj  aom  f  " 
added  Clump,  quite  out  of  bmttli  from  hi» 
«nerg>-,  and  pufSng  like  a  mill-borae — **  dida^ 
you,  I  Bilk  f  why — yes  I  you  did  '"  Anothcr 
tliump  of  the  fiit  on  Uie  ooacb  top,  (to  tbc 
renewed  alanu  of  tlie  poor  old  gentlcmau  iniidc^) 
d^^dy  wound  up  this  spU-ndid  bunt  of 
Clump'**  eloquence,  and  fully  echoed  tioclt  to 
tbe  uian  the  idea  of  his  own  poliucol  importanoe. 
"  To  be  sure  I  did !  aitd  will  «ay  it  agnn,* 
cried  Melmont,  in  reply.  fcJlowing  up,  with  » 
generously  assumed  sympathy,  the  political 
l]ravado-rant  of  the  enthusiastic  dtidfagmMr. 
To  give  his  sympadiy  greater  effect,  he  rang 
a  peal  with  tus  fist,  <i  la  Chanp,  on  the  seat  by 
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hi*  aide.  Clump  thought  htm,  doubtless,  u 
miM.t  aniaiated  orator,  ftldtnont,  on  his  part, 
misled  (hat,  if  lie  could  take  Clump's  feeling  in 
hifl  favour  as  an  eKamplc  of  that  of  the  u4her 
ekctnnt, — a  tinV  rant,  andn  liitlc  thumping,  ihc 
nexl  timt'  he  mvt  them,  would  p(<rhapit  secure 
hi*  return !  At  pre«-nt,  however,  he  lind  enough 
to  do  to  restrain  his  impatience,  <>n  listening  to 
the  enule  notions  of  political  regeneration  iit- 
wnd  hy  ihe  honeM  fanner,  whieh  he  took  an 
(>])|)ottunity  (hciiig  nlniott  tifvd  even  of  laughing 
at  (hem  within  him*elf)  of  putting  an  end  to,  hy 
getting  in  a  word  of  his  own;  in  doing  which 
he  hoped  to  impress  the  farmer  still  more  with 
the  importance  of  promoting  his  interest  in  the 
borough,  by  trumpeting  his  praises  amongst  his 
brother  eleciore. 

SmW  I  ain  glad  to  we,"  said  Mdmnnt,  with  diM- 
jpWity,  "that  what  I  Mid  for  the  good  of 
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the  electors  of 


^  and  my  eountry  (tlso. 


has  been  kindly  remembered  by  any  o»»e  of  my 
rricnds  to  whom  I  ulclraucd  myself  on  that 
occasion.  I  certainly  trust  they  will  not  forget 
to  supfiort  me  better  when  I  Bhall  next  offer  my- 
wlf.  1  shall,  for  the  infonntog  them  of  what 
I  consider  for  their  {^ood,  pitMisb  a  letter, 
addreswd  to  my  ooostituents  and  come  down 
afterwards  and  addretu  them  again  on  the  nib- 
jecl.  PerhapH  1  dtiaU  take  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  my  frientb— at  a  dinner." 
'  "  Ye»,  yeii,  Sir — a  dinner"  inteqiosed  Clump, 
feeling  that  our  hero  hod  tuuelied  (pcrbaps  not 
inadvertently)  on  the  most  powerful  argtimvnt, 
after  all,  which  be  could  use  in  rccommendinB 
himself— backed,  of  course,  by  bts  numcroun  high 
ipjttlifirations :  hut  tim  argument  was  the  trutv 
genuine,  real,  convincing  argmaentum  ad  ha^ 
nroii  as  Sir  Jasper  Lentworth  roaintaina;  for  it 
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wax  tlie  argiimentun  ad  vetUrem  ;  and  too  ii  ue 
is  it,  occuriLing  to  the  worthy  Baront^  tlutl, 
in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred,  ihv 
**  Kloinach  is  the  god  "  of  frnil  ttnd  wnuial  nwr- 
laJs '.  A  pica  to  the  heart,  or  the  undcrstunillnf;, 
i&  weak  in  conipariaon  with  a  plea  ad  vtntrtm .'— • 
wilh  tliia  the  man  sympathiiicth  truly — al  U-ik>t 
uur  friend   Clump  (this  fine  specimen   of  tlir 

ckcton  of }  certainly  did  to  I     We  do  not 

wilh  to  joke  in  mying  tliitt, — since  we  bchevc  it, 
witli  Sir  Jajper,  (in  our  first  volume)  to  be  true  i 
and  nn  lets  iM.-riou«  do  we  wish  to  be,  in  »ying 
tlut  our  bcTo  did  right  in  taking,  perhape,  his 
<iJd  friend's  advice,  in  looking  forward  to  making 
a  dinner  the  scene  of  ^viiig  exprcattun  to  his 
Mfntiwenta.  Il  is  on  occasion,  in  Uiv  firrt  pbce, 
that  conciliates  people  at  onoe ;  —  eating  and 
drinking  is,  apparently,  the  easy,  hannkss,  fiuni* 
liar,  and  uouiishing  object ; — a  veil  is  thrown 
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oYOT  *'  politics," — and,  of  course,  over  any  liuk 
(liflereoces  as  well, — if  such  there  &houUI   Lm;  in 
the  breasts  of  an; ;  and  the  pcnon  wlio  would 
goloacon\Hvial  meeting  ofthi- kind,  with  a  view 
(o  throw  th«  torch  of  Dtxvoni  amidst  it,  Whvr 
than  to  catch  n  spark  from  the  torch  of  Friend- 
ship,  is  n  churl— «  dJHigrecabIc  Scythian  not  U> 
be  envied! — MiUc  harianim  morem  .'     lo  these 
timcsofdiscordiittRablvswd  thing  to  meet  toge- 
ther at  any  scetK  thai  has  burmony  oa  its  cha- 
racter, and  A«  an  intrinsic  ingredient  in  ita  oan- 
position.     Whnt  geamm  is  ttn-rc  that  is  not,  «a 
this  account,  fJgnaliaed  by  feasting?  Every  occa- 
sion ii  made  an  excuse  for  this  innocent  linstime  I 
Is  it  Michaelmas?— a  goose  must  suffer.     Is  jt 
Christmas?— a  turkey  has  not  mudi  more  cause 
to  boast  his  indemnity  from  being  spitted.     Is 
it— is  it— in  fact,  when  is  tt  itot,   that  every 
season  furnuilics  a  worthy  excuse  for  a  savouiy 
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celeliratton  F  All  we  ny  ia — mxf  it  ern-  con- 
tiDue  to  do  EO !  We  are  "stickers  up*  for  the 
good  old  times ;  Mid  we  wiih  the  pictures  of 
prosperity,  nirol  bapjuness,  h<H)cst  industry, 
that  the)-  present,  may  live  agan!,  to  the  bU-ss- 
>ng  o(  the  poorest  of  the  unemployed  and  pauper 
multitudes  iIm:  country  now  luu  too  much  rvacoii 
to  lamenl  over.  So  thought  Mclmont :  but  ax 
to  what  more  he  said  to  Clump,  it  is  scarcely 
wurth  our  while  here  to  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say 
he  gave  bis  embryo  constituent's  weak  mind 
»plet>did  and  astounding  ideas  of  the  social  and- 
poliocal  regeneration  he — "  Iw  hintsi-lf,  he" — 
was  to  efiect,  when  he  ^auM  be  duly  elet-tcd 

the  representative  of .    "Whatever  he  said, 

of  oour«e  h«  cnforocd  with  the  suitatilc  energy 
of  action  we  have  already  sImwd  to  have  such 
jxrtent  effect  on  his  worthy  truvdling  com- 
panion ;  in  fact,  be  out-hat«ngued  and  oul- 
K  3 
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thumped  the  political  bnner,  wfao,  when  h* 
look  leave  of  our  bero  at  the  end  of  the  da;'* , 
)oumey  (that  is,  at  Oxford),  stared  at  him  as  a 
mirack  of  enterprise,  doquence,  and  greatnesa! 
— nothing  short  of  an  Atlas,  on  which  the  sap-  ^| 
port  of  the  country  rested !    With  such  impre»-      tl 
uoos  did  Ctump  take  leave  of  Mdmooi;  and 
having   thus  mngnificcntly  figured   before   hit 
clodpole  friefw],  Melmoot  beat  his  way  to  the  ^^ 
Star    Hotel,  in  Oxford,  tnuting,  again   and  ^i 
■gain,  that  what  he  had  addressed  to  (.'tump 
was  >i>  fBct)  addressed  to  his  brother  elector*  a> 
wijl;  for  he  doubted  not  that  the  trani^rted 
and  ndiniring  farmer  would  trumpet  the  wim- 
derfi  he  declared  hi-  should  work  f(>r  tlicm,  would 
they  but  consult  their  interetUi  in  duly  <*  return- 
ing" him,  when  the  fit  time  sbouU  Brri»e. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

*   SWImSB  OtMIVI— MMtKWaAT  to. 


'  A  Mcnior  rmd. 


VilhiD  lh«  limit  ot  b«camia(  nlitb, 
T  neTM  cpcnt  u  hooi'i  talk  withal. 

l.ovi'1  Labocii  Lovt. 

Now  lommM  BodcDi  aniia, — c'Mt  r«nM»t  tmtn  numa, 

'  (nlorer." 

VAVMVtu.!.  pnr  Switr. 

MeiHoMT  was  set  tlonn,  it  Oxford,  at  the 
"StAr;"  when  b  the  cciffee-room  vbom  iihmitd 
he  meet  but  his  old  college  friend  (a  happier 
one  tban  poor  Harvc; ! )  and  boon  contpanion. 
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Karerton,  or  Jack  IUv«ru)n,  a»  he -uacd-iiKire 

cocnmonly  to  be  called.  Jsok  wm  ttf  m  gtsma.l 
in  a  certaio  degree  kindred  with  that  of  uiir 
h«ra,  which,  douhlkaa,  (without  the  aatfaomy 
of  Guisrt,  and  his  doctrine  of  >j;nipftthies,)  ww 
ihc  cause  of  Uieir  fricodship.  Jack  was,  buwb 
ever,  of  a  more  volatile  and  restless  diapomiiiit 
than  even  our  hero,  wlw  eclipsed  him,  whtn  h 
come  to  the  "  point,"  in  the  higher  ewefltialf  of 
what  is  tenned  **  character."  ,  • 

"  Mjr  dear  Jack!"  cried  Metmoni  (really. 
— and  not  feigncdiy,  glad  to  see  bis  oM  friend]^! 
"  I  am  delighted  to  sec  you." 

"  MelmoQt  I tliere'ii  no   hand  I  am  ■  an 

happy  to  shake  as  Melmont'a,"  said  Rnvcrioiu 
as  he  squeezed  his  friend's  hand ;  and  cotitinuedn 
io  hU  way — "  I'm  to  glad  to  meet  you  after  so 
long  a  time,  for  it  appeors  so, — tliuugb,  in  tnilb, 
it  i«  not  so  very  lung  «  tim«,  cither " 


Ol,  THE   KECEBl. 

Jl-No— one   does  not  like  to  feel   onnelf' 
growing  otd«r,"  interrupted  Mplmont,  scnitiQ^.  '  * 

"  Tell  me,  thou  best  of  fdlons!  "^  continued" 
Kaverton,  "how  thou  doet  ?  whence  thou  comwt  ?' 
whith«r  thou  goe»t  ?  and,  lasllvt  l>ow  thou  hW" 
spent  thy  time  since  we  took  leave  of  Atmii''* 
Mater  9  ind,  *  to  conclude,'  (as  «uth  Dog-'' 
berry,)  all  that  it  may  imerevt  mc  to  know* 
of  thy  bittory  siooe  we  parted.  I  loitg  ta  bl^''' 
inforoKdr  '    """ 

f'^tt  anaurer  all  thy  interrogatories  would  \te 
impoadbltf,  for  Minte  little  time ;  nnleM,  indeed, 
the  despatch  of  Bteam  could  avail  me  here, 
which  I  fear  it  cannot.  In  the  fint  placet  I 
shall  parry  thy  interrogatories  by  a  very  inw " 
portant  one  to  both  of  uh—videfiett,  bast  lltou 
yet  dined?" 

_    "  BniTo ! "  replied  Jack ;  "  that  have  I  not  t 
and  if  I  had,  it  should  go  bard  with  me  but  I 
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JDf;,  and 


would  summon  up  ftooUier  appetite  to  bonqnet 
with  tbeet" 

.tf.  We  dine  tocher,  theo,'^  was   the 
r«^ty— and  an  quickly  the  bell  was  rune,  and 
diniii>r  ordered. 

The  friends  quickly  found  that  t)ie 
of  either  partVi  unoe  quitting;  cullegv,  bnd  ban' 
equally  desultory ;— ihey  hnd  both  traveled 
ai>nxid  a  Rood  dnd— botli  having,  for  the  Eact- 
liLalion  of  their  resitesu  propensities,  been  Mif- 
ficiently  independent  ot  the  buflots  and  incoo- 
vcnicnc4S  of  Poflune.  Bavcrton  lived  on  «i 
estate  whkfa  had  come  to  him  from  an  unde, 
ihouf^  orifpnally  he  had  been  iaiended  for 
the  law.  Of  this  Mchnont  reniiaded  km, 
adding — 

"  Why,  thou  wert  about  as  fit  for  the  sleadv 
path  of  law,  as  thy  good  grandmother  of  seveotv- 
tliree  wax  fit  to  dance  the  i^t-ropc,  and  ]jt(lc 
more  so ! " 
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'^'Little  more  to,  in  initlt  1  I  will  not  gain- 
My  ihce ;  nnd  <i«  thU  ounKiderotJon  I  resolved 
sagely  on  dtung  (hat  which  the  proud^t 
Kh«nw«  of  the  greateot  minds  aften  ead  in— 
Qotbing !  If  there  had  been  a  war,  I  should  have 
gone  aa  a  volunteer,  perhaps ;  but  to  hare  sub- 
jected myself  to  the  tratnmels  of  a  '  eominifi- 
siun.'  and  '  military  cliMi{Min«,'  would  not  haw 
been  precisely  my  ta&te ;  so  I  vi^unteeretl  to 
do— nothing ! " 

'  **  ProA  pud^rf  ejaculated  Mebnont,  while 
his*  lively  friend  cootiaucd  with  the  following 
exhibition  of  bis  humourous  character. 

"  Iklntrlmooy  I  coquetted  with  for  aome  little 
time ;  but  dreading  that  a  lad  of  such  a  frev 
and  iitdepcndcnt  dLtpmiiion  should  be  shackled 
by  aay  fetters,  domntic  or  otlier,  I  rcinainetl 
ttuglc,  luid  do  not  at  all  wish  to  be  doubled  in 
(he  folds  of  matnniony !  ** 


dispositioDed,  sensible ' 

from    all    rambling  hat 

flighty  whims — and  yet  i 

aye,  and  aavageness,  boo 

loTB,  as  they  grow  older, 

"  Say  you  80 !     Be  at 

with  a  great  many  (at  1 

to  think  otherwise)  dear, 

minded,  sennble,  et  ceter 

women ;  but  none  of  tbei 

have  left  these  ineBtimafa 

joyed  by  others  more  ) 

myself.     Noble  didnteret 

nay,  magnanimity  f " 

"Truly,  Jack,  thou  wi 
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but  to  mnkc  iImuc  mnrjr  about  (hre,  nnd  aniuec 
tby»eir  with  ihj  own  manirold  conceits.  Thou'rt 
incorrigilile !  utterly,  an  idler  in  the  ninshine 
of  life '  Society  will  never  have  it*  divtdeiul  of 
service  out  of  tbee,  nrliidi  thwi  iloat  owe  il. 
Hang  thee !  art  tliuu  not  luhanicd  of  Iwing  a 
*  drone '  in  the  hive,  and  itoing  notliiug?  " 

"  Nay,"  replied  .lack,  ironically,  "  drone  ax  I 
am  in  tlte  hive  of  society,  I  serve  to  do  tome 
good  !  for  though  only  s  coniuiiicr  of  thr  honey 
^yct,  nnce  I  pay  for  il,  I  assirt  thc^  inlercMs  of 
my  country  in  osxiitting  ita  trade,  to  a  certain 
extent !  So  far,  I  do  some  good ;  and  if  you 
accuse  me  of  living  to  amu^e  myself,  and  make 
those  merry  about  me — why,  have  I  not  cUims 
on  the  gralittidv  of  aociety  for  pnnnoiing  happi- 
ncaF  in  my  petty  Hpbcre? — the  grcatVKt  good,  a* 
philosophers  say,  (have  Mid,  and  ever  will  »ay,) 
we  can  do!     How  many  are  there,  who  are 


contagion  about  them, 
vapours,  dumps,  doldi 
wberevor  tbay  more,  or 
"  Thou  .ylkgBi,rt  I 
worthily  of.  Jbllowwo) 
(m  thou  ait,  iQde«d,beU£ 

est  w  those  saute  ohiynM 
liu  reaiooen  about  the  e 

— who  t«U  one  tfadrown  1 
other  IcnaveB  demand  hi, 
But  what  is  the  tnuh  ?■ 
«re  cheap,  but  that  the  i 
owipu^  them  ia  extniT^ 
Or,  again,  taU  the  inna 
certain  Mr.Fletning,  wboi 
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subject,  bv'lhv-by,  wliich  is  th«  hobby  of  thi* 
giMitlcnuin)  —  but  why  good? — not  because  it 
was  good  in  ilwlF;  but  because  it  was  1e»  bad, 
add,  and  misdiiovou*  than  lighter  wines — 
French  or  Rhenish !  So,  thou  clainieBl  merit 
for  tliysdf,  not  for  bearing  any  active  part  id 
promoting  the  inlt-mts  of  thy  rellow-men,  but 
for  thy  very  idleness,  inasmuch,  truly,  as  iHou 
art  a  most  mercurial  aud  ev()uisite  idler,  and  not 
the  dull  and  abGolute  automaton  which  Idleness 
delights  to  marshal  in  licr  train,  touching  then) 
with  her  leaden  wand.  Ah,  varlvt!  I  have 
the«  on  the  hip  t  I  have  khown  ihee  one  uf 
those  failacica  I  delight  in  expoaing ! " 

"  Nay,  but  thou  provokeu  me,  thou  beet  of 
fellows,  b  not  perceiviog  that  it  is  my  ntisfor- 
tune,  and  not  my  fault,  that  I  urn  not  fitted  by 
nature  or  by  my  genius  for  any  steady  occupa- 
tiou  t  Alas !  I  hiincnl  il  «a  inudi  as  thy  philoM* 


no   small    matter,   I  r 

happy  about  him.    I  a 

monotonouB  huradnni! 

doEing  and  dancing  tl 

"th   tij    htt.  flloucd)> 

braakbst  to  djiiiwr,  •  lit 

—y*,  insUKh  of  •  Mdn 

hve.'    Pibawi  difr** 

of  aDul*  ia  the  study  , 
J>»rt», ~~' ntmguam  mi 
otiotus,'  is  my  motto ;  a 
apinion  of  me,"  oontiniie 
frily  to  give  me  eredhj 
which  at  least,  I  may  bt 
"  Nay,  Jack,  I  wffl  1 
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why  ihou  ihoulcUt  whake  ofl'  Ihy  garb  of  indo- 
lence !  TIiuu  doAt  convict  Uiyself.  I  will 
fldltvr  thee  and  applaud  thee  when  thou  art 
a  reclaimed  subject — active,  where  thou  wert 
indolent  —  stead}-,  where  thou  wert  unsettled, 
rambling,  uid  un&teady — a  very  '  will-o'-the* 

whisp' " 

,,,*' Flitting  along  the  dull  and  drear  path  uf 
life,  to  enliven  the  fogs,  vapuunt,  —  yes,  and 
melancholy  of  its  ntintMphere,'*  inictrupted  Jack, 
'*  I  am,  indeed,  irreclaimable— incorrigible  ! . . « 
!  rejoice  in  m;  unvli.'ady  disposition,  whicfa  u 
very  happinea  to  me,  and  does  harm  to  nobody." 
«  Not  to  thyself  ?" 

'"  No;  but  goo«l— ow  cvntroirti  for  without 
it  1  should  hat  c  U-arned  nothing !  Now,  impelling 
me  aa  it  bus,  to  ramble  uboui  tlw  world,  1  liave 
ubservcd  niucl),  and  {^leaned  something—-" 


the  world  as  a  great  be 
and  uew  nation  I  mee 
uDcloae  aod  scrutiiiiae 
inteDtimB,'  believe  me, 
witli  a  great  af^wtite  fi 
"  Dinner,  I  trust," 
aa  the  waiter  now  app< 
cloth,  and  marshal  th 
table.  In  a  ihoit  tin 
seated  opposite  each  otl 
cuflffl(»i  of  the  dishes 
waicdy  less  iaterefltin, 
of  reawD  that  they  bp 
tbcnuelTei  withaL 


ill' 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


tAtt   VATHBnHl'a  ■OI(A)tOa-~MALVI)(A. 


Af,  I  would  tnxtl  (wIm  th«  diatuww  o'a, 
Kncoiaulcr  tvlM  the  peril  of  Ibc  way. 
To  «ucb  *  glimfiw  u(  hM  >(aia — but  «m/ 
A  moinait  irtre  ■  vorld  of  bliM  to  Mt  / 
K  Ou  Put. 

)1  Mp-LiioKrhad  the  sulbJaction  oT  finding  that 

his  frivnd  was  bouod,  like  hiiiia«lf,  for  Cbe^teo- 

ham ;  so  they  agreed  to  coniinue  tbdr  journey 

thither  together  the  next  [Doming.  In  c>bedicnoo 


■'  wonderful  life  and  adve 
sister — his  ruin,  and  hla 
uf  La  Marre— and,  id  i 
hiilife,  since  the  fiieads 
Oxford— «U  which  much 
RftTerton:  when  M^mo 
tified  with  tonne  account 
companion  during  the  m 
"  Speedily*  I  pray  tb 
have  thy  history ;  and  i 
habit  agreeable  to  thy 
nmiUing  genius  of '  clig 
our  wcond  course  caaa 
thee,  the  ckdh  will  ht 
launched  *  Jn  meduu  m 
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gotten  Horace'*  rule  in  vtnrytrlling ;  to  l*t  mt 
beg  of  the*  not  to  tanlallse  me  by  ntm(>linR 
about  in  thy  path  »»  n  lirHly  ovrr  n  bnnyan 
gnoTi',  or  n  butterfly  ovrr  a  mcndow,  for  I  lun 
hiipaticnl  to  hear  the  pith,  nnd  pcnetrnle  to  the 
marrov  of  thy  history." 

"  "  Nay,  I  murt  tell  things  id  ray  own  way,  to 
tell  ih«m  at  rU." 

'  ' '*  Ar  thou  wilt,  then:  if  thy  cxcursivCTiets 
\k,  hovrrrtT,  ax  amusing  as  !t  was  wont,  I  shall 
like  it  a*  well  ns  the  substance  of  thy  histofy ; 
once  again,  then,  let  me  ask  ihev,  whithtr  thou 
ha.>rt  I>een  twirling,  wnce  we  last  parted  ?  ihou 
teetotum  of  a  fellow,  tWIare  ! " 
*■  "  Teetotum,  iwleecl,  thou  mayesi  say!  and 
twirlio;;  m  tto  narrow  otIhi  of  Rdget !  but 
spreading  wide  through  the  scope  of  my 
vogarie*  1  a  very  fixrtball  in  the  gamhol-i 
of  fortune  have  I  been  sent  whisking  about 

VOI.   II.  F 


9B 


our  OF  town; 


the  world,  aiocc  we  last  drauk  a  cup—*  Amm 
Gam.'*  Ah  !  what  tnetry  tykes  were  we. 
*■  am»ule  PhmeOt  which,  being  interpKici], 
mrans,  in  the  proctorntc  of '  Brummagcnn  Ned,' 
a^  w'c  used  to  call  him^^nd  woTuiljr  teaxed  we 
that  little  dignitary." 

"  But  thy  history — thy  history — tbou  runtii 
from  the  point— vHId  as  thou  wert  used  to  be !" 

*■  My  huiory  1*11  come  to  id  an  iustanl btu 

■  paitsiug  tribute  iRu>t  be  paid  to  au/d  /aA« 
jyw .'  Ah  !  those  dear  *  nocles  can<egue.  / '  ihi' 
spirit  that  glowed  tliroiigli  their  festivity  is  Ibr 
ever  at  an  end  !     Wc  are  eoQi|uiratively  dd  to 

what  we  were  at  those  merry  sympotia wonbr 

of  the  board  of  Plato ! " 

"  Vastly  Platonic,  indeed,"  interrupted  Mrf- 
mont 

"  Red  hot  were  we  then,  too,    from  ihf 
forge  of  dear  Aristophanes '. — luelda  aidera 


w^^ 
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we  shinv  in  the  daask  heaven,  worthy  disciples 
of  the  school  of  Alcibiadcs  (if  not  of  Plato) — 
and,  proh  jrudor  .'—of  AspasU  •  too  !  " 

**  Ke  on  thee — nooe  of  this  badinage  i — we 
were  boys  then ;  talk  not  of  Aspasia  now." 

"  What .'  hast  thou  nonv  of  thy  ancient  lire 
within  thocP  Then,  aa  PistrJ  nys,  thou'rt  btil 
a  base  Ilezonian  to  what  thou  wert !  and  s 
figp^lk  ffvr  ihec— tnuvh  Icm  a  Hg\  But  thoti'rt 
not  the  cold  clay  tirau  irouldst  have  mc  (liink 
thei',  but  still  warmed  by  the  true  Promrtticwi 
apart:  ihou  wcrt  alwaya  touched  with  !  Come  t 
dcprome  qHodrwmm  SalmA,  O  Thaliarchtt 
-Km  dicta,"  continued  Jack,  ringing  the  bell, 
and  ordering  the  waiter  to  Iiring  another  bottle  of 
Rhan)]>agne.     *'  Now  then,  III  pledgi-  tln-e, — on 

■  Tlir  (A*r«  amit  of  Ptricks.  tclobntcd  b;  ARBloplwM*. 
TUi  Mr  *■*  "^  ><nil*n  uUKtlon.  Md  m  tiltartwt  m  iba 
wu  Iniunoiu :  ihe  vatd  10  holp  Fcrtctw  ia  coa^wiiaf  ha 
■perche*. 

V  9 


ino 


OIT  OT  TflWX  ; 


procpwJing,  at  length,  to  give   thee  my  adven- 
tures ;   but  first,  hpre's  a   cup    lo    '  Auld  lang 
syiw;'"  saving  which,  he  drank    the   contratsl 
oTthe  sparliling  glaxa  he  tieM  in  Iiik  hand. 

*'  Now  then,  for  thv  romance,"  said    Mel-J 
mont, 

"  From  what  point  shall  1  start  ?  "  said  .tack  ;i 
"  qita  dein^e  tnripiam  ?  m  the  poet  hath  it. 
Well,  1  will  not  delay.  Yo»  msiy  tmagtnv,  thco. 
with  my  restlcw  pmpeDKilio«.  it  was  noi  exartlv 
ni^'cahle.  after  I  had  attained  my  majoritTt  sod 
)iad  he<^inie  master  of  mytelf,  to  be  bound,  br 
dittr,  to  ait  by  the  armchair  or  by  the  bedside 
of  a  rheumatic  oUl  uncle,  talking  or  reading  ti> 
him.  as  he  best  fell  inclined.  lie  pcsterrd  mr 
Mdly.  good  man,  for  thrw  mortal  months  after 
my  attainment  of  '  one-and -twenty,'  and  verr 
tirewHnne  and  whimhical  did  T  then  pranountt 
him  to  myself.     After  the  above-named  perirnl, 
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however,  the  poor  man  died,  and  I  tlicn  found 
out  ituu  he  wus  a  man  of  many  virtiiea,  and  of  a 
decidedly  superior  onnd  ! . . . .  {Hia  taltem  occi^ 
nmiem  donu,  &c.)  He  bad,  by<the-by,  left  mc 
in  poKsvtisioa  of  all  his  property  in  the  funds, 
and  all,  too,  thai  be  had  in  the  West  Indict 
(wlierc  he  had  an  csutc),  uhich  all  was  just 
nothing, — I  »peak  of  the  West  IndJa  property. 
The  elements  hsTing  one  fine  afternoon  t^ken  ir 
into  (heir  rackety  beads  to  be  boisterous,  paid  the 
estate  a  vtnt,  "  got  drunk  '^  on  the  rum  (I  sup> 
poae),  and  danced  a  fandango  amongst  the  sugar- 
uincs  called  a  '  hurricane ! "  The  estate  wmh  !» 
dntrtietion,  and  I  M>ld  tlie  proi>crty  for  whatever 
I  could  get,  glad  to  rid  myself  of  it:  what  little, 
indeed,  I  managed  to  get  by  tilts  sole,  t  consi- 
dered diilant  tie  gogn^,  since  property  of  that 
nature,  and  a  '  losing  interest,'  are  synonynwus 
terms !     Well,  oo  the  death  of  mv  unde,  I  set 


IbS 


OVT  OF   TOVN  ; 


off  on  my  ntmbli's  the  mure  taf^\y  OD  aooount 
uf  my   late  reetratnt.    My    desire    for    roviog 
being  OM   a  little  extcoHive,  I    at    first  deter- 
mined to   run  uTer,  at  least,    thret;    parts   nf 
the  globe  i  however,  on  second  tliuughts,  I   w 
far  moderated  my  ardour,  that  I   curtailed  the 
extent  of  my  perigri nations  ti>  the  limit*  of  « 
iranttalpioe  expedition.      A   jouraey    to   Italy 
was  tlie  liap|iy   rnvdiuni   I  resolved    upon  for 
indemnifying  myself,  on  the  ooc  hand,  for  my 
late   Dontinemeut  and  res(riclion  from    liberty. 
and  as  a  limit,  on  the  other  hand,  to  my  raibei 

too  ardent  desire  of  wandering  over  ilic  world 

my  delenninatioa  being,  as  it  were,  a  '  {Hveipi- 
tate"  (to  use  the  language  of  chemistry)  between 
the  two  eslremes.  To  Paris,  as  my  flrst  atuge, 
I  went  qtuckcr  even  tlian  if  transported  by 
)>ieani  —  (always  excepting  the  pas&u^  from 
Dover  to  Caloiit — which  1  did  go  by   steam) 


i 
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quidier  than  if  boroe  io  Mons.  Blanduird'b 
or  Gneo'a  nir-halloon,  or  onjr  thing,  in  Aurt, 
tbort  of  tliought,  ligliUiing,  or  shot— namely, 
un  tl»e  wings  of— I/>w,  to  be  sure ! . . .  If  any  one 
cuuld  luvc  arresKxl  my  voUiilily  of  dis]jOiition, 
and  held  me  in  the  matritnoDiol  fetter,  il  would 
have  been  Eleanor — il  wsk  alie  wbont  I  nuu 
hasieocd  to  see.  Vou  know,  when  at  cx>Ueg«> 
ne  lued  in  rolatton  to  totuit  tlic  maid  we  siivemlly 
admired — Ehninor  wns  always  my  toast "     < 

■  "I  remember  it  well  1  Could  you  rally  have 

■  been  constant  to  bvr  «>  long  as  your  wcxnini 
I       ahowH  you  to  have  been  ?  " 

I  **  Con&tant !    I  am  as  fit  a  pattern  of  con- 

ktncy ^" 

^HK  ••  As  you  are  of  a  prinw  luiiiisler  or  a  lord 
ehancellor,  or  «  ....  " 

"  ....  At  least  I  could  rival  some  who  have 
filled  those  capacities,  to  exemption  from  the 
quolilks  of  inconsistency,  or  dupiidty.     But  ui 


OCT  OP  TOW»; 

oontinur  my  ndventures.  On  arriving  at  Pltri^ 
what  WHS  my  disappointment  when  I  found  ihit 
ElesnOT  hod  ju«t  left  it  with  her  family  far 
Gcnvva;  accordingly,  after  xi  much  shorter 
time  than  I  should  otlwrwije  hnvc  stayed  ai 
this  moM  chanuing  of  kilt-tirae  places,  I  liied  off 
to  Geneva  on  the  track  of  the  fair  mistress  of 
my  heart.  When  1  arrived  iIrtc  1  was  provoked 
with  Fortune  more  and  more;  uay,  in  my  impa- 
tience I  was  e\'en  provoked  with  the  lovely 
object  of  my  affections  heT«elf." 

"  I  urn  not  stirpris«d,"  inlerrupitx)  Mclmoni, 
laughing. 

"  How  could  1  be  otherwiw,;?  The  dear  giri 
had  run  away  from  mc  again.  It  turned  out  that 
I  had  been  miainfonited :  the  family  had  gone  |u 
Florence,  and  not  Geneva.  To  Florenoc 
accordingly  determined  on  bending  my  »tc]ie,  or 
rather  my  wings,  for  I  whirled  along  on  my 
route  so  cxpcditiouUy,  I  may  rather  be  said  to 
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Mve  flown  tlian  proceeded  in  any  other  way. 

lleforv,  iMtwcTcr,  I  crusiicd  the  Alps,  there  was 

M  much  or  lovultnen  in  the  region  in   which 

I  wax,  that  I  was  bdd  to  tJic  spot;  and  when 

I  accuitcd  tnywir  of  not  immediately  folluvrinj; 

the  track  of  my  fugitive  nitstrMs,  I  ujnMilitl 

myself  with  tlie  reflection  that  I  might  peHui[iA 

as    well   stay   wlwre   I    waa,  as  hurry  on   to 

encounter  the  diancv,  perhaps,  of  another  disafK 

piiintineat — fur  disappcnntments  generally  do  not 

omie  single,  but  in  train.     During  my  delay  iti 

iliis  neigh  bo  urhcod,  1  amused  myself  by  turning 

geologist,  among  other  things,  and  broke  more 

utoiies,  and  more  frequently,  than  I  liad  formerly 

broken   Pritcian't  bead  at  college ;    when  one 

tlay,   beii^  a    little    too   prcdpiuie    in    my 

♦  meorehcs  eonceniing '  a  bed  of '  Qcetx,'  or  '  trap 

and  quartz,' — orsomi-  such  siage  inquiry,—!  pr«- 

cipttated  myself  further  llian  1   intended,  and 

f3 
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had  tho  picanirc  (or  drepleaauro)  of  finding  mr-' 
M-irin  R  horizontal  or  rather  oblique  position, 
■winging  hy  tlic  wniiitlMincI  of  my  galligMltim 
nn  the  stump  of  a  pinv  tree,  which  obligingly 
stuck  its  ann  out  lo  umgL  my  foU  from  de- 
M^endingto  the  remainder  of  the  prt-cipice,  wltich 
I  saw  thirty  feet  below  me.  I  hul  already 
'gone  ((own  sioirs' to  the  depth  of  about  fifteen 
feet  aiid  more,  thou^i  I  hiid  made  but  one  step 
from  the  tttp  lo  the  bottom.  With  some  ttifficuliy 
Iwo  duinioirt  hunters  forked  ok  up  again  with  a 
long  pole  ll»ey  hiul  with  a  iKxik  at  the  end,  to 
anniit  them  in  Imping  and  dinging  to  the  iddes 
of  the  motintuinik  JuM  an  they  had  got  me  t»  thr 
top,  they " 

**  Lei   you  drop  again,    I    uippoac,"    mJid 
Melmont,  Uughing. 

*•  Not  exactly,  hut  very  near  it  I  and  so,  to 
the  rlTon  to  secure  me,  one  of  tbetn  rammed  hia 
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book  to  d«ef)  into  my  ribs,  that  be  fisbixl  me  to 
itiiore  nitich  in  the  cofulitioo  of  n  harpooned 
grampus :  1  floundered  on  the  bank  as  yuu  may 
— (how  unfoeiing  it  isof  you  toUugbso!) — as 
you  may  suppow,  for  some  tiine,— oot  very  well, 
after  this  bleeding,  which  was  indeed  a  little  more 
than  I  liked." 

"  Indeed,"  said  Meltnont,  «  you  may  tay  of 
your  chamois  huiiler,  that  he  huvmI  you  by  honk 
or  by  crook ! " 

"  I  think  to,"  answered  Ravertoa,  luughing. 
Well,  being  faint  from  this  phlclMtomy,  1  wan 
cooTL'ycd  lo  the  nearest  ctwteau :  it  happened  to 
brlong  to  Madame  B.,  the  most  lovely  brunette, 
I  should  utwerre,  1  ever  set  eyes  on.  This 
citarming  creature  did  all  forme  that  the  kindeM 
tiiteri-:it  and  moot  deKcate  attention  could  afTord 
me  in  my  disabled  state ;  my  urm,  by  tl>e  by,  ah 
wcU  as  my  rib,  had  been  hantboiiiely  tattooed 


— )  i  Illness 

as  she  was  in  her  k 

grew  so  partial  to  et 

when  at  length  recov 

tate  my  leave  of  her; 

"0  obligingly  willing  t 

■'«y,  that  I  took  up  m 

table  roof  for  anne  littl 

to  be  in  such  delightfui 

"  Delightful !  I  hay 

mont,  smiling.    "  chai 

B. !  How  long  did  yoi 

spell  of  this  Calypso  Ia« 

"  Her  husband,  a  d 

quence  in  the  employ  ( 

ment,  returned  from  hU 
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wu  thus  broken,  and  I  tonk  my  leave  at  lengtJt, 
though  Willi  rductanve,  of  Madiune  B.  She  wm 
in  uuth  a  ciMinnmg  and  amiable  being." 

"  And  her  husband  ? '"  inquired  Melmont. 
;    "  TmU  a»  tontrmre,"  oatitiDued  Jack ;  "  hr 
«M  a  very  incubu*  in  appearance,  and  reminded 
me  more  of  one  of  Fuseli's  devils  than  any  fan- 
I  ever  set  eyes  un." 

*'  Such  is  the  universal  taw  of  oontradiction,' 
■aid  Kfelmont ;  "  tlic  wife  was  charming,  and  of 
course  it  was  ber  lot  to  be  linked  with  a  person 
a«  little  so  as  need  be,  or  need  tMt  be,  rnthcr. 
Come,  here's  a  gUn  to  the  health  of  Madamp 
B.,  by  way  of  humouring  thy  regard  for  berl ' 
"  With  all  my  heart,"  said  Ravcrton,  eagerly 
fiiUng  his  glass,  and  conveying  it  lo  his  lips. 

"  Thy  romance  is  deiighlful.  Jack  '.  'Hie  sun 
of  Madame  H.'s  eyes  kqit  thee  warm,  despite  all 
the  iceberg  lh«  froic  nrouitd  thee  I  " 
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travels,  despite  the  w, 
**>?  Wr  hoeteM— to  sa 
inflicted  by  the  eyei 
forgotten  I  presume." 
"Of  Eleanor  ?_No 
but  atili,  though  shew. 
"^embered.IconfcM,, 
M  herself.  How&uldft 
demanded  this  of  me  to  1 
hand,  though  I  bved  I 
destiny  or  another  alway 
some  contretmpt  that 
flow  of  the  pleasing  »« 
her  name  I " 
"  She  had  a  Uttl 
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leading  youa  witd-gooflecbasc.and  Icoriagyou  in 
the  lurch  without  permitting  you  to  reach  her  f" 

■■  Ptrhapft  bo;  and  1 ,  was  aUo  a  Ktt(e 
inilebted  to  her  fair  eelf  Tor  the  aomerwt  I 
made  down  the  pi«ci[Hce,  for  though  I  wa* 
geologtsiog  coofessedly  at  the  time,  I  was,  at  the 
moment  of  my  tumble,  vanderingoa  the  thought 
of  her— at»d  gut  nearly  killed  for  my  pnini— a 
channing reward  foriDydei-otion,whidi,  I  thinL, 
demanded  but  little  gratitude  on  my  part ! '' 

"  I  don't  wonder  at  these  contrrlrtnpt  rathtr 
im(x-(Iins  the  plensure  that  should  otherwiM.- 
have  atucbod  undisturliedly  to  the  tlwught  of 
her ;  1  acquit  thee  of  unfailhfulnm  tu  her, 
albeit  (hou  didst  feel  thyndf  draw-n  from  her 
towards  Madame  B  ;  nay,  morv — I  will  say  for 
ihee.  that,  if  thou  hadst  not  oooceived  the  inlef 
i-st  for  Madame  B.  which  thou  didst,  1  should 
imagine  lliut  thou  hiidtt  been   metamorphosed 


-J  "v  ""■'  iiusiess  s 

"   I   forgive   thee 

viaggio  /  I  can  fores 

destiny  not  to  meet  « 

"  That   I  am   re, 

destiny  was,  indeed, 

accompL'shment  of  an 

might  have  presented 

matrimony ;    but  ma 

after  the  period  I  aa 

and  married,  moreover 

"  Wert  thou  not  ii 

of  indignation  I " 

"I  had  little  right,  pt 
in  the  interim  I  hod  pla. 
elsewhere— nf  wK;»>.  »„. 
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ing  ihatEU'iinor  hnil  longlK^na'flamc'ofniine, 
nod  an  ancient  tniut,  T  ihuught  I  liad  l>een  a  little 
n«gltitc<l  in  her  taking  a  foreigner  as  her 
hu»luiid,  when  she  ki>cw  I  was  in  pursuit  uf 
her— jreg,  1  waa  indignant— a  very  Totcanu  as 
(hou  sayest — I  flung  any  k-Ucn  I  had  of  han 
mlo  the  fire,  tore  all  the  Hmncts  1  had  scrawled 
for  her  and  hvr  album,  and  penned  a  trcmendoiiH 
Pindaric  dimuuncing  her  iiignttilutle  and  periuly 
with  respect  to  tnysclf,  giving  the  whole  sev, 
into  the  bargain,  the  benefit  of  a  warning  un 
this  delicate  subject.  After  this  ebullition  of 
|wwion,  I  wa.1  much  relieved,  sung  half  through 
the  Italiana  in  Algieri,  which  was  running  in 
my  bead  at  tlw  time,  flung  my  cloak  over 
my  vhouldur,  uuntcrcd  to  a  m^'— and  verily 
Ix'jicvc  liaTc  vcarcdy  bestowed  a  tlmughl  on 
Elcoiwr  Kincc!^ 

"  She    knew,   be    awurcd,    that    you   werv 


"  At  Florence;— 
time  after  my  leavii 
now  to  be  fiUed  up 
which  still  reouins 
first." 

"  I  am  all  itteDti 

in  case  this  remiaiaw 

has  a  little  ruffled 

before  you  ccmtinue, 

request  being  compU 

on  the  part  of  "  Jack, 

"  I  proceeded  aero 

Chamber*,  where  I  d 

the  genius  of  Sousse 

about  him),  and  then 
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more,  a  horriil  ihiitidrr-sturm— vastly  auUime 
(aoii  no  less  detectable  in  tbcse  nwuntaias),  toge- 
ther with  hail-stonCs  as  big  as  rifl<-  bulkts,  came 
on ;  this  was  in  the  desceot  of  the  mountJUQ.  A 
part;,  a  little  on  before  us,  had  juHt  had  an 
overthrow,  so  slippery  was  the  road  :  a»  ihiK 
party  conaisied  of  ladies  chiefly,  and  our  own 
uf  gentlemen,  we  gave  up  our  carriage  lu  ihem 
to  preserve  them  from  tlie  "  petliug  of  the 
pitiless  stomi,"  while  we  did  our  be!<t  iu  assi&ting 
to  set  the  overturned  vcbicte  on  iia  legs  (or 
wbceU)  again,  and  also  in  repairing,  if  poMblc* 
a  huge  hole  knoclted  in  the  top,  which  wuuld 
liave  converted  the  e()uipage  into  a  raintuh 
utore  than  anything  else.  When  I  say  lliat  we  did 
oil  this,  1  beg  to  give  the  greater  portion  uf 
the  merit  of  these  cxenions  to  my  cDm|iankHu 
in  the  journey,  wisely  calling  to  mind  (be 
•tying,  that  too  many  eooks  spotl  tb 
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«>  with  thU  rcflvctioa  1  b«;toak  tnc  fur  vduigt 
fnmi  tJic  liaU  and  rain,  to  a  sort  of  cavu  ti; 
the  riMcl  side— a  giutto  rather  i>f  ioe  it  wxi,— 
aud  wouM  have  madi!  a  very  nice  little  bouJon 
fur  the  geniua  of  Winter  to  ait  and  »ulk  id— hu 
ntNic  and  chin  dripping  villi  icicles." 

"Awuj  willi  il»y  ridiculous  Dri^rinalitin,  ami 
My  what  took  pbcv  in  the  cave." 

"  \Vcll>  w))cn  I  ufliered  it,  whom  dioulil  I 
GihI  but  one  of  ihc  liuliu  of  the  other  panj-, 
who  had  takvn  refuge  there  with  an  eldcrij 
gentleman,  who  waa  doubtlesa  the  patriarch  >/ 
the  «l — the  father  of  the  family.  This  rcDL-notn 
with  one  to  Kn-ely  was  quite  suflicicnt  to  iudcn- 
nify  aie  fur  tlie  annoyance  of  the  delay  on 
mountain,  and  the  ducking  friMu  the  ntin ; 
trusting  my  conipaniuiM  woidd  be  as  hm^ 
possible  in  their  laudable  uceujuitioa  vf  sfttic 
to  right  the  damaged  veliicle,   I  entered    iul) 
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convenntion  with   tny  new  DuldiMS,  and   her 
most  respected  Kod  mpcctable  papa." 

"  A  happy  rencmtre,  indeed,"  remarked 
Mdmont,  **  and  truly  iDimuitic — you  may 
irnicmher  Eneas'a  falling  in  with  Dido,  miioh 
in  the  same  drcumatances. 


■  Spcluncun  Dido  duatn^fiBiu  tanilvm 
DcMniuiit *  '■ 


Ravertnn  smiled  at  the  clandc  reminiiirence, 
and  proceeded. 

'*  I  fbund  my  beauty  as  lovely  in  mind  as  in 
pi-rwm :  I  Toimd  too  *hc  was  a  Plorentini'.  She 
was  on  her  wmy  with  the  reU  of  her  parly  to 
the  very  spot  whither  I  was  myself  bound-- 
'  fair  Florence ! '  They  were,  bowcvir,  going 
by  the  short  ronte  from  Turin  by  way  of 
riacenzBi  my  plans  were  to  lend  ne  round 
by  Pisa,  first  to  Genoa,  and  then  st;irting  round 
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the  bay  of  Spcssia,  to  Pisa,  and  so  lo 
If  1  had  not  been  itiokC  ntixious  to  go  tiu> 
Itnely  iwite  (which  it  imuld  have  bcpn  ■  sn 
to  idim),  nothing  sltoulc)  have  turned  me  ttidc 
Tnm\  gmiij;  th«  Mime  tnck  as  her  vrho  new 
my  h<'art-" 

"  Madame  B^  loo,  Forgotten  .'  already '  « 
quickly  ati  Eleanor  had  been  ! .  .  .  .  Whr  thou 
rwy  Turk  ! — with  thy  phinility  of  infimoratas ! 
Hnnf;  ihee,  Ihou  woiild'Nt  be  indicted — not 
Tor  bigamy,  but  trigamy  and  polygaaiy 
wert  thou  to  iH^ke  (hee  to  matrimotiy  I  One 
vrifc  would  never  aatibry  thee  !  Thou  woaldx 
be  n  second  Harry  the  Eighth  couldst  (hoo 
obtain  a  di»penMUion ! .  .  .  Well,  on  with  thee, 
to  Turin." 

KavertoD  continued,  luii^ing :  **  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  going  so  far  ns  Turin,  on  the 
ame  route  oa  toy  loviHy  Florvotine :  her  num 
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I  had  by  this  time  IcnnH-tl,  wm  MuJviita:    ibc 
re*t  of  the  party  with  her  were  Bulogncsr — 
vouuns  of  hers :  the  old  man,  I  found,  was  her 
graodfuher,  as  I   had  imagined  :   with  hitn  I 
learned    she    chiefly   lived,    her   father    Iteing 
nlmoMt  us  wild  uitd  unsettled  a  bcinj;,   by  all 
nL-onunt,  lu  tnytelf-'a  certain  Count  Lanzi  ..." 
"  What  t  brothiT  to  the  Count  >'nwiri  ?  " 
"The  same!  do  you  know  him?" 
**  I  bare  beard   of  Laiud,  and   doubt    not 
the  dat^ier  was    more   worthy    eMeem    otid 
aReclioD  tliau   her  fsilicr.^But  don't   let   me 
iniemipt  yowr  stojy." 

**  You  may  HippuM.-,  then,  I  saw  Malviiw 
purt  on  the  rood  to  PUceuza  with  hitterneM; 
and  I  determined  lo  low  no  lime  in  jiniiing  her 
^ain;  though,  as  to  hvr  fntlnf'*  famLly,  I 
never  could  elicit  much  from  lur :  the  seemed 
to  be,  in  fact,  entirely  dependent  on  Ikt  grand- 
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father;  these  cousins,  f  Found,  trcnt  ci>nnec1(<il 
to  ber  not  by  Iter  bther's,  but  her  modieT'* 
nde— her  mother,  by  the  by,  htui  died  in  ha 
infiujcy." 

"  What  were  Mulvina's  TcMtures  ?  " 
"  Her  cnm|)Wi(Mi  wok  most  lovely  pale ; 
hair  dork ;  tind  «iich  hravcniy  eyes  i  d(^ 
trtKiM  bkck,  with  long  jetty  eyelash«« ;  a  fbrehea^^ 
polished  an  ivory :  the  cuutnur  of  ber  Tocp  deli- 
cacy itself, — all  softness : — *  too  fair  to  wcnhipi 
too  divine  to  love,^ — suys  the  autbt>r  nf  thr 
Apollo  Helvidene;  howi-ver,  I  found  tlii*  beaut* 
fair  enough  lo  perKundc  mc  to  love  and  worship 
both.  I  will  not  take  you  thruiif^h  all  tb« 
itages  of  my  route— delightful  as  they 
and  aa  you  know, — buving  ffme  through 
scenes  oftefwr,  ]HThapf,  thun  I  have;  1 
ihiTcfuie,  trnnoport  you  at  unec  to  Uk-  termJII^ 
dnn  of  nty  |>reBeiit  ramble  at  Florence." 
"Did  you  findXIalvina?" 
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■  **  1  inquired  for  her  htlier'g  house, — it 
appeared  her  father  had  no  muleoce  thcTv.  I 
went  Bccordingly  to  her  udcIc's,  the  Cmmt 
Vasaii's;  I  had  brnrd  hi-r  itpeak  of  her  aunt, 
the  oouBtCM,  with  grvnl  aff<xlUHi.  Both  ihi- 
oiic  aiicl  the  other  were  absent  from  Flon.-iicc, 
hut  I  here  gained  iDtelllgence  of  Malvina's 
being  at  BoJogna  with  her  graodfatbcr,  who 
wan  very  ill,  and  scurcely  expected  to  live.  To 
Bolc^na  I  Ai-w.  Her  qgfd  rvlatire  wa«  dead ; 
Malvina  was  in  moumtiij; ;  I  put  on  UMuniinf; 
too,  to  fchow  my  nvjiect,  Im'e,  and  sympathy  for 
her.  It  was  more  for  her,  indeed,  than  her 
grandfather,  that  I  might  cxmsidcr  mysi-Lf  in 
tiKHimiog:  for  »he  woi  virtually  lost  to  nte,  aa 
(the  was  unable  to  appear  out,  or  do  othvrwiiie  at 
preocnt  Ibsn  sit  in  *  the  shadow  of  death,'  as  the 
Scripture  says.  However,  she  was  [leased  to  we 
me — (I  was  amply  compensated  for  the  lot 
VOL.  11.  0 
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Eleanor !) — and  I  rentured  to  exprr«s  tii^ 
rcgrd  at  being  depriTed  of  the  happiiWM  of 
her  company,  for  whkh  I  hnd  looknl  m 
an\io\K\j.  I  belte\'e  she  wm  scnublu  nf  m)' 
xttacliniCTit ;  and  when  I  Biiggt-sled  a  lirrjw  tfail 
I  aiig^it  And  her  on  my  r«tiim  to  Buln^i 
or  Plo»«ncc,  fihc  exprcsoed  licr  sense  of  nw 
altmtion,  and  uiid,  that  tf  >)ic  did  nnl  haupn 
to  be  at  either  of  these  places  ahe  should  toott 
hkaly  be  absent  with  bcr  aunt,  the  Countoat 
Vaaori,  who,  she  said,  often  resided  at  aone 
distance  in  the  vicinity  of  Genoa." 

"  So  you  took  l«a«  of  her  quite  happy  ia 
thinking  yoo  had  wvurecl  her  aflVrctions.  DoiTi 
youscf,  in  doing  Ko,— that  your  rwitc,  whvrwcril 
FVas  bent,  was  certainiy  leadhg  yon  toward*  thr 
goal  of  mnlrimony — against  reaching  whieh  ytpu 
some  Hlllc  time  ago  expretiaed  such  reluctanw? 
How's  ihis?  Betolve  me  the  riddle  here  of  your 
incoosistencjr-" 
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T.'"  I  always  like  making  the  best  of  the  con* 
dilioo  I  hap)>en  to  be  in  Ht  tlie  prcet-nt  moment; 
Imnce  it  h,  that  I  contule  tnyccir  for  being  single 
by  ilijtpraitiiag  matrimony  and  its  xober  netric* 
umiK, — but  1  hv«itatc  not  to  my,  that  if  I  were 
tiiamed  I  »]ioiild  natircdiy  t-fxtravour  to  pcr- 
matie  layaclf  tlutt  I  «rw  lia{>))it:»t  off  in  that 
cutidition ! " 

**  Well,  this  is  a  very  reasonable  phil(no(>hy, 
to  endeavour  to  be  pleased  with  one's  coodition, 
whatever  it  may  be;  as  it  is,  however,  1  shoutH 
say  that  at  the  present  moment  you  ccrtaioly 
contsmplate  single  blessedness  S£  likely  to  bt- 
your  cJiotcc." 

"  Alas!  I  liare  lost  sight  of  the  object  of  my 
aflW-tion* !  .  .  .  ,  How  do  1  know  she  tliinki  nf 
me? ....  But  let  xon  continue  with  my  adven- 
tures. 1  took  my  leave  of  Malvina,  and  went 
to  Milan  ;  and  after  this,  proceeded  olung  (bo 
a  3 
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Adriatic  (liaving  made  some  little  stay  at  Vrmir 
in  my  "'•y)}  Bxd  (l^eo  croased  the  Apcmuna 
by  the  Fork),  on  my  way  to  Rome.  I  waited 
a  frvr  clay*  at  Terni,  on  the  ro«d  to  Ferula. 
to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the  cRacadi;  scenerj. 
and  soon  readied  llic  Eternal  City — then-  I 
suffered  n  huI  blow."  ^ 

"  What,"  said  Melmont,  laiigliin^.  "  frotn  > 
turahl«-down  brick-bat  in  the  ruins  of  tlw 
Coltseuui  ?  Ay  1  you  may  easily  gel  youf 
hmd  broken,  and  shim  too>  if  you  uv  too 
vcnluiouB  in  exploring  there?* 

"  No,  this  Khock  relates  not  to  any  Bufferfaf 
on  the  jHirl  of  either  my  diins  or  my  head*  but 
— my  heart  •* 

"  Capital !    Thy  heart,  rogue ! " 

"  Nay,  in  troth ^ 

"  My  hamlkercliief  is  already  half  way  up  ' 
my  tyea." 
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"  Raise  it  then  up  tmtiroly ;  think  what  a 
struggle  of  fwling  1  must  Have  endured  (if  you 
give  me  credit  for  bdog  oipablc  of  tvcliag  at 
all)  on  the  one  hand,  of  pasaon  foe  Malvina, 
and  (Ml  the  iithcr,  of  rvmorsc  for  luiving  so  soud 
|H-nnittcd  thi&  pas&ioa  to  obliterate,— ««-  at  leant 
(li>a(le»  lilt*  warmth  of  my  afiuction  for  my  dear 
Madftiue  B.,  of  whoso  death  the  nevs  now 
nHKJ»d  me,  I  was  much  dirtresMd;  1  was 
btartled  at  its  Kuddemiew." 

"  Indeed  you  must  have  felt  this,  and  I  am 
really  ierioub  when  I  say  ao.  Let  me  atk  you, 
vquaJty  seriously,  hgw  long  it  was  before  yuu 
a  little  came  to  yourself  again  p  " 

*'  Of  oouree  to  Madame  B.  I  couid  mil  oua- 
nider  myself  ak  having  been  more  thaa  a '  friend,' 
— itcvertheleM  1  c»ul(i  not  bclp  loving  her,  aitd 
sufficinitly  to  n-pruuch  myM-'lf  m  I  have  ju»l 
mentioned.      If   It    appears    that    I    felt    too 
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siroDgly  lovraitl§  her,  H  is  an  error  on  the  riglit 
arle,  and  more  venial  thfto  if  I  bad  been  itus- 
psble  of  feeling  sufficientljr  her  gn»l  kindnoa 
and  attention  to  mc,  n  I  have  before  oitn- 
doned.  It  was  some  little  time  befoR  I 
eame  to  myself;  and  111  tell  you  what  no* 
bmu^ht  me  round,  in  do  very  ogrceable  wat 
either.  Selflah  men,  the  worldly-minded  and 
wrdid  (with  whivh  tl>e  world  is  so  plcnttfuUv 
Mocked  now-«-d»y»),  would  My  that  this  neJt 
blow  waa  worse  than  the  lost !  I  did  not  say  w, 
though  it  wft»  indeed  inconvenient — it  waa — that 
my  bankt-r  had  "broke  !^  and  I  bad  a  prospect 
of  being  considenibly  linmpered  anti  harawed. 
In  the  Brrt  plaw  I  was  considering  whether  it 
would  not  be  expedient  for  mr  to  hurry  bock  In 
England  immedialdy.  This  was  the  last  thbg 
my  inclinations  prompted  mc  to  do.  Then  bow 
was  I  to  stay  where  1  was,  conveniently,  at  snchj 
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a  diitaDCc  from  liome?  My  letlcra  of  credit  had 
airaul}*  bwn  u>«d  lu  their  uuiicMt  aiDountf  m  I 
W4U  not  imrliculu'ly  economical,  aail  how  to  pvl 
ottM.'n  ttt  t)»e  prevent  liine  I  knew  not.  ^Iwt 
people  would  have  nUtled  back  home,  hurry- 
tikurry — helter-^elter — as  if  the  '  devil  drove ! ' 
ThiH  waa  not  my  p)ao :  I  determined  to  do  any- 
thing rather  than  submit  to  such  an  annoyance  aiul 
curtaihnent  of  my  stay  abroad  ; — I  determini'd 
to  borrow  of  a  friend ; — or,  if  I  failed  in  tliJK 
munteuvrv,  to  tuni  trachvrofguitJir  and  singing-^ 
for  1  could  play  nn  orpvg^u  or  tnu ;  xikI  u*  for 
vuioe— you  know  what  a  fplvndid  volume  I  hud 
of  Toice  in  bellowinj^  fortli  a  Bacchanalian  at  a 
cuUrgc  wine  jurty.  liowcver,  t  wa>  »p8red  dthi-r 
of  tlieiie  coDiiitgeaci(» ;  for,  liaving  called  on  llkr 

Countess   R ,   a   Neapolitan    Udy  of    my 

act|uaintance,  and  making  known  Ui '  her  my 
difficulties,  siu-  obligingly  gave  mir  thf'plat^.' 
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pro  frm.t  of  ber  cavalicre  «ervcnte :  m>  tber*  ma 
hoiiiiur  for  uw,  and  ntdranlagc  combined  Li 
good  M  a  ntuatkm  under  government.  Sbr 
wiu  ri-MMling  at  the  time  at  Roine,  thaugb 
Naples  was  ber  place  of  abode.  I  ougfal  In 
uy,  that  when  I  called  her  oounten  I  «» 
not  ^ving  h«r  ber  full  title  ot  distinctJoiiv 
she  was  notbinfi;  diort  of  a  pHncipewtat  >■>■' 
I  need  my  nulliing  of  her  husbautl's  ofitoa) 
Ktation  at  Nu]ilca,  as  you  know  all  about  ban, 
and  more,  perhaps,  than  mysolf.  I>uring  tbt 
time  I  took  up  my  quanens  with  her  oxnl- 
lency,  I  improved  ber  amazingly  in  «  her  inm 
of  sfx-cch,*  as  Mrs.  Alalaproip  saya,  and  taught 
her  u>  get  rid,  to  some  exlcnl,  of  her  vile 
Neapolitan  pntois.  It  is  quite  nstonishtn^  In 
hear  the  Udtcs  of  Naples  spenk, — tbi^y  mrr  « 
utterly  illitenitc,  ungrammatical,  and  plobiuaD 
in  their  mode  of  convc-rsJufi  itiat  it  is  btmentable  1 
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HiMY  was  0  princns,  wlio  (though  she  spoke 
French  pretty  decently  tnm  cdiicntion)  was 
unable  to  speak  a  word  of  the  languBge  of  her 
native  land  pnipcrly ;  pure  TuM-jui  wo*  High 
Dutch,  or  Greek,  to  h«r !  " 

"  No  doubt  your  ipstructions  must  have  edified 
hcf^— AO  sage  a  piaster ! " 

"  She  was  a  vvry  apt  scholar,  1  osMire  ynu, 
nnd  we  were  great  fiicnds ;  eEpecially  ta  I 
pIviLM-d  her  by  giving  her  all  tlie  gosNp  of 
■Rlrjgtic  that  our  best  fapiily  storicK.  past  and 
(in^Kc^t,  afTurd.  This  is  a  topic  that  will  arouw 
even  the  native  drowsimiw  of  a  Neapolitan ;  in 
fact,  we  agreed  wunderftdly ;  ooil  I  wax  to  have 
accompanied  her  to  Naples,  when,  quite  unex- 
pectedly, a  letter  readied  mv,  informing  mc  of 
the  r^eneration  of  my  depressed  foctunea.  My 
banker's  estate  was  fully  oMnpctenl,  I  learoi,  to 
meet  all  demanda  od  it,  with  a  eunsi 
c  3 


\m 
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iiverplus,  and  tKnl  what  liad  taken  place  wn 
(he  mere  effect  of  n»  idle  temporary  panic :  jdt 
prupcrty  bad  suKtaimrd  no  loss.  Tliis  vosj  ^M 
reprieve  to  me  from  alt  the  oiixtetjr  I  fanl 
matained  UDder  the  idea  at  my  hiic  ill  furtuoc; 
~it  wa>  a  signal  for  my  departure  and  pursuit 
of  Malvinn.  It  was  some  time  before  ihr 
princi:^  would  admit  my  escuse; '  Engsgctnent) 
ill  my  owii  country.'  she  waw),  '  cuuld  easilj  \k 
put  off.'  At  last  I  killed  my  old  uncl«  over 
again,  and  declaring  thiit  nothing  but  thr  dealb 
of  a  valued  relative  etiuld  |>o«!ubly  take  tiio  tnm 
her,  I  took  my  leave,  h.irin};  given  a»iuBiMT* 
of  my  speedily  paying  a  vi»it  to  Naples,  md 
resuming  '  my  official  station,'  under  my  fm 
governor- or  guvernett  rather.  So  ofT  I  went 
I  flew  like  a  bowshot  to  Bolugna  .  .  ,  J*  ^M 

"And  found  Malvina?" 

"  No;  Dor  was   (here  any   Eetter   left  to  m> 
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whnr  she  was  gofw, — or  liow  sbv  did,— or  that 
hhe  Uiought  of  me  ...  ■  No  rvittcmbrancc  uf  im-, 
or  ijdings  of  h«rwlf !     1  was  hull . .  . ." 

"  Indeed!" 
..ft' I  wtt«  angry." 
*    "  I  dart  ay." 

"  However,  1  conioled  myself,  after  miicti 
•revolving  the  matter  id  my  mind — and  bow  do 
you  think  I  conwleil  niywlf  at  la»l  f 

"  I  can't  uy,  iitdevd.  If  you  were  hungry  at 
the  time— and  are  foiid  of  tKof>«tcuks  I  ecarcriy 
think  you  could  liave  procurttl  CMisoUtion  to 
your  iniitd  id  Italy;  (Itere  nuiy  be  other  things, 
Iwwever,  that  might  have  supplied  tlie  itUce^ 
quet^ut  (June  daypetiaaaat" 

"ForahaiDCOD  such  badinage !— Thou  knowV 
my  itomacli  WAA  all  for  love  at  tl)»  moment." 

"  Well,  I'll  be  wfiuus:  bow  tlicu  did  you  A 
la»t  find  conituUtiuD?  In  aome  origuud  way, 
duublksi ! " 
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"  I  found  it  in  accusing  myself  as  tbe  oiiur 
of  this  ap[Mnmt  ru-glect  on  the  part  of  MslrtM, 
rntiier  thai)  h«r»elf;  for  I  now  nirwinlKRd 
slating  to  ber  a  mudi  rAriior  period  of  mr 
rettini  to  wv  her,  than  that  At  whicb  I  enrnlo- 
■Ily  came :  so  I  do  not  wonder  that  in  ilie  \spte 
of  tiniL',  *\w  muHt  have  iroagtmid  I  liad  ovrtainly 
forgotten  lirr;  am)  I  vasitoir  all  misery  on  b« 
account,  and  heaped  rrproachea  on  myself  for 
not  having  writtnt  to  iRfonn  ber  of  the  cwi«a 
uf  delay  I  have  already  meiitioticd  to  voo  ai 
Rome,  relalire  to  my  hankor''s  alfiur.  If  ]  bad 
lost  her,  1  had  therefore  to  blame  tnv&elf,  \\'hal 
wag  more  provoking,  I  oould  t>ol  learn  vhcrr 
Hhe  was  gone;  ber  cousiin,  on  tht*  death  of  biT 
j^undfalber,  bad,  it  appears,  removHl  tnrn 
Hologna  to  Venice,  but  »bi-  was  not  with  tltetn. 
In  fact,  I  gare  her  up  for  lost,  as  f  did  not 
know  where  to  write  to  her,  whit^i  I  sboidd  lta*e 
done  if  I  could  have  learned  even  that  «he  «» 
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At  Florence,  but  thb  I  could  gain  no  mfumni- 
tion  aliout ;  ao  with  a  bmvy  bcsjrt  1  set  out  for 
m;  departure  ffom  Italy,  and  the  little  intereM 
I  took  in  my  journey  back,  showed  how  mueh 
my  heart,  and  with  it  the  power  of  enjoyment, 
wo»  out  of  my  own  keeping;  in  truth,  it  was 
with  Malvina,  wherc%-er  alie  might  be :  what 
grieved  roe  was,  that  slie  did  not  know  she  lield 
it  I  1  don't  suppcme  I  thnll  >^ver  tev  her  n^in." 

**  Come,  oom^  we  shall  be  growing  '  lack- 
adai*it-nl,' — drink  a  gla«s  of  wine — here's  to 
Maliina!"  ,i 

"  With  all  my  heart ! "  said  Jack,  rallying. 

"  And  may  you  eoon  see  her  again/'  added 
McIoMnl. 

"  That's  not  likdy!" 

"  More  likely,  perhaps,  than  you  imagine: 
■t  any  rate,  if  you  do  not  learn  soiuc  tiding*  of 
her  soon,  I  sliall  be  surprised.     How  ur  whrat-v 


does,  it  will  put 
liistory  of  my  adve 
other — for  more, 
relate." 

So  ended  the  co 
that  eveiUDg,  The 
their  journey;  aa 
friend  and  his  lo 
in  Lanadowne-tem 
passing  throu^  C 
continued  his  jourti 
going  to  visit  a  wc 
to  take  Cheltenhan 
that  should  be,  wi 
friend  there — if  w 
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town  next  aeason.  Meantime,  it  Ib  Gtung  that 
we  ahould  answer  the  object  of  these  pages,  by 
amusing  the  reader  with  the  idle  scenes  of  the 
"  Recess,"  according  to  our  proposal,  which  we 
shall  proceed  to  endeavour  to  do  for  some  little 
period  from  the  next  chapter. 


ISO 
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CHAPTER    IX.    » 


SCENES    OF    THE    KECSSB    HRSUUKD  ;         A    TatP  TO  tEAUlilG- 

Toy  roH  *  DAY  on  two.  "  bt   WAr   oi*  a  chaxci' 
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may  recoMrct  as  «  very  qticxtinn-wiltinj*  chjinic- 
ler,>  that  be  hud  a  friciid  or  twn  ut  I^eamingtfm  ; 
and  as  th«-y  wished  to  tec  him  before  they  look 
leave  of  that  jiart  of  th«f  country,  hv  now  wrnt 
orer  to  (hat  pla<:e,  half  a  day's  journey  od', 
inUfiding  to  rvtum  to  Chi'ltvnhum  immediately ; 
M>  taking  leave  of  Alice  and  thr  Lentworths, 
and  promising  he  would  be  back  soon,  be  started 
for  Leamington, 

On  his  arrival  at  Leamington,  be  fouud  hi« 
friends  just  on  the  eve  of  departure;  they  went, 
in  tact,  the  next  day,  being  obligrd  to  set  oB*  n 
little  sooner  than  (hey  had  intended :  he,  hinixelf, 
delayed  a  day  or  (wo  in  the  plaec,  not  being 
able  to  resist  the  luxury  of  the  warai  mIiih' 
baths,  so  excellent  in  thi«  improving  and  increat- 
ii)g  place. 

As  he  WBB  sitting  in  the  oofTee-room  at  the 
*'  Regent,"  who  should  cocoe  in    but    his  old 


hurrying  him  to  thi 
theme— equiUIy  iou 
distracted  between  < 
of  giving  up  «mbil 
with  Alice ;  it,  there 
the  "lighter"  ofth^ 
ounelves,  for  it  was 
moment;  nay,  it  wi 
the  thouglit  of  prol 
a  cherished  Ambiti 
other  passion,  suffic 
reflection  can  be  mi 
■truggle  was  no  ligh 
It  may  be  imap 
cularly  delighted  le 
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of  this  question-dealing,  fidgety  old  '  fogrum : ' 
and  while  smarting  under  the  uinoyaitcr  he 
tacitly  determinMl  to  he  in  lotne  way  revenged  ; 
this  rcBoluiioii,  however,  or  the  annoyance  which 
(x.-csiiioned  it,  did  not  of  course  diminish  hin 
natural  and  habitual  politeness;  being,  besides 
(as  a  man  of  the  worid),  too  good  an  actor  evrr 
lu  (Wmy  his  feelings  by  hi«  maniwf  or  counten- 
ance, should  tliey  happen  to  have  received  raii«- 
of  irritation  from  the  impertinent  or  the  vulgar.' 
Uia  piiiltMophy,  a»  mil  a»  bweding,  always 
suggested,  that  tn  show  any  discontent  or  dis- 
comfiture on  these  occasions,  was  to  make  the 
bein^  you  were  annoyed  at  Bcnsible  of  having 
flic  ted  a  degree  of  notke  of  which  they  wer\- 
not  worthy;  the  sauve  rule  lie  ob««rved  a*  to 
the  petty  sneers  or  opponition  of  the  malignant, 
envious,  or  jealous,  whose  shafui  he  never  permiu 
ted  to  have  any  point  to  wound  him,  through  tht- 


interrogatories  tha 
his  unotFendiDg  hei 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Mdn 
to  have  found  one 
vsluoble  infomiatu 
have  thought  of 
coming  over  to  tlw 
day,  and  shall  go 
shall  not  r^um  i 
Do  you  inteod  sti 
to-day  i?" 

A  hiU)it  of  at^ 
upon  general  sul 
enough ;  but  DotI 
vulgar  than  to  que 
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villus!  muvenienlR  or  concerns;  it  »  predielj' 
wltat  o«ic  looks  for  in  every  old  grocer'*  inte,  or 
retiittl  ttock-joUiing  dt— animals  one  hiw  tiiv 
tnisfortuitc  of  wmctttnea  coming  in  contact  wiili, 
liy  the  by,  in  a  inail-coach. 

Mvlmonl  rodtirctl  lii*  persecution  wilfa  Chris- 
tiaii  fuflx'sraiivi-  and  rt-signntkin. 

"  You  luivi.',  iloubtlcn,"  lie  said,  "  taken  my 
advice  in  considting  the  gre-it  man  of  the  place, 
lit.  PUaramond  f  " 

"  I  Imw,  indeed !  Wonderful  man,  I'm  told 
heia;  I  know  he  r|uiic  utonished  me! " 

**  Ah  I  what  he  gave  you  a  speedy  cure  for 
a  difficult  case — like  a  Bank  restriction,  to  save 
the  neceuily  of  pleading  a  national  banknipicy 
-^ir  the  I^ucodian  leap  for  curing  tlw  frenzy 
oflovera!" 

"  Nay,  he  did  more  !  He  anHdpatcd  the 
*  speedy  cure,'  inaflrouch  as  he  said  there  wax 
no  cure  at  all  Deoesnry !     He  totd  me  my  com- 
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^>)aim  «a»  all— fancy  !  —  donH    agree  witii  I 
ataU!" 

"  Voy  ouglit  to  be  dclighu-d  i  and  offer  «  ooct 
to  ^scitUpiut!  lu  the  aacifotx  tunl  to  «iy- 
>\'hat  phyucisn  is  Ihcrv,  but  Dr-  Vhantaooi. 
would  R>  disintvftste<l!y  pronounce  your  tuR. 
and  dismiiisai  from  the  sick  lixt  f  Pid  a» 
your  livnrl  leap  for  joy  at  bring  taid  you  were 
well  ?  Why,  if  it  did  not,  you  mast  be  a  nrn 
ingrale ! " 

Melmoot  could  not  undi-rfro  the  tax  of  ttstuv- 
ing  to  the  twaddle  of  lhi«  oafish  maiade  imagi- 
noire  u-jthout  indulging  in  a  little  ndllery  ii 
the  expense  of  his  wvaknca*.  To  think  hinuEU 
ill  and  ailing,  was  an  addittmiat  trait  in  Ur. 
CobIi\  character  to  that  of  his  catecbbiog  pnv 
|>en»ties, — be  did  not,  titcrcfore,  quite  cntiriBV 
the  humour  of  Mebnont's  reply. 

"  I  can't  tltink  it  poeaible,  oonsiduring  nj 
nervous  complaint  liaa  been  on  tnc  so  long,  thit 
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it  isallfuicy  !  I  don't  liko  (o  be  toldio— Idon*t 
indeed— OOP  don  not  like  to  be  told,  however 
politely  or  rmlirvaly,  t]i»t  one  is  a  fuo)." 

"  Ah,  Sir,  you  must  '  give  nnd  tnkc ; '  this  is 
but  whnt  ]>co])!c  iru  told  every  day !  Voii 
buve  the  opponunity  of  rctaliiiting  on  your 
friends,  or  your  enemtn  (for  frkiids,  as  they  arc 
called,  often  arc  enemies)  every  duy  i  it  U  the 
way  of  the  worid,  Mr.  Cobb— Mr.  Cobb,  it 
is  ibe  way  of  the  world;  don't  let  it  annoy 
you." 

"  Well,"  Haiti  the  unMiphtiiticatcd  Col>b,  not 
peroeirinf;  Mdniont  wan  luughiDg  at  him — (with 
the  reopectahle  auiltority,  loo,  of  Dr.  Phanmond 
foriloinj;  ko) — "  «rell,  it  isvery  kindof  you,  try- 
ing to  reeoocile  one  to  what  U  unpleaaaDl;  but 
I  diKlare  I  don't  like  to  be  persuaded  that  I 
have  been  phyueking  myself  to  death  for  these 
twenty  years  pa»t  for  nothing  !  I  must  say  it  b 
unplcauuU- and  this  I  must  say,  too,  if  it  was 
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'ianCfV  tu  UiM  l>r.  PtinramoiKl  dedans  rn; 
*  oompluiDt '  to  be. — thai  I  only  know.  I  haty 
myself  ten  timet  worse  now,  than  bcfon- 1  om- 
dulted  him.  Pshaw!  Taney  I — it'^noBuofa tbiiu;! 
and  I  am  l«-n  limeii  wone,  lhnt'»  certain  !*' 

Foot  Cobb  said  tbb  in  a  drendful  bof- 
<)udg«oin,«ndbiirleBqucof  uiorti6»l  pride  Mc)- 
inont  replied,  unable  to  suppress  tt  prupcnit^to] 
Isugb, — 

•('^ow  I  really  beUeri^yoti  arc  indixpottMl.'' 
**  I   am,  I  atn  r  intrmipted    tlic   detij^led 
Cobb. 

*'  You  took  bilious ! — ^ydlow  as  a  guinea«aB(I 
green  ss  a  lisard,  by  lumi— a  wty  chamelecai  uf 
a  ooniplcxioti ;  I  oould  bdjeve  that  the  sight  d 
that  bilious  gnccn-lookiDfr  Stygian  river,  tbr 
Lnun,  has  turned  you— by  a  «urt  of  coniaf^foD— 
green  I — I'bnranioml's  repuiifc  has  made  you 
look  'blur,' — nnd  the  bile  csd ted  byajustiodi^ 
nation,  has  given  you  a  yellow  tinge ;   by 
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imu  exhitijt  thnv  bun.  which  oome  and  go 
"  moti  adminxDjr !  "  You  ur  indixpowd,  Mr. 
('•obb — jrou  art  mtlinpoBcd  !  —  takf  rare  of  your- 
«if— («kf  i-w»— '* 

"Oh,  I  will!  I  willC  ifitcrpoBMl  Cobb, 
l|)Mking  fecliugly  fnr  himM-lf,  and  nxitlicd  by 
(his  Icind  Kympothy . 

^i"  SuFfly,  ihcHigli,  Dr.  Phantmond,  by  way  of 
form,  gave  you  mtnc  pmcripdoa — some  regimen 
— gracious !  be  has  doI  neglected  ihis,  1  trust ! " 
ft'*  No,  no,  l]iat  be  h^  not  \  and  tlion-  i«  tbi- 
inconNutencj,"  cried  Cobb,  in  a  twadtiling 
"  feeWe-fordble"  exultation  ;  "  there  i>  the  te- 
conaiaiency,  I  ny  1  He  puu  nie  on  n  rcfrimen 
after  be  has  told  me  1  liavv  i>o  compluiiit— and 
can  conMX|uently  i>e«l  none ! " 
***  Ob,  that  docs  not  follow.  I  admire  the 
dl«cretion  and  sagadly  of  Dr.  Pharamond  ;  be 
wishes  to  prevent  your  having  any  of  the  com- 
•■voL.  ti.  m 
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l>laiute  which  be  nya  jrou  imagine  you  hstK. 
Vou  ought  to  thnnk  him,  au  cotUraire  f  Well, 
whjit  is  his  rrgiintit  ?  what  I  told  you  it  wouid 
be?" 

"  PrL-cJKly— a  mutton  chop   and  a  glus  tt  1 
iheny,  one  cup  of  t«a,  morning   and  rvtmaf, 
and  hulf  the  cuntmU  of  a  NoltccUjir  in  tny  phk 
«t  e«d)  meal !     Short  ootnmons,   tndeni  I    l\ 
txecy,   with  all   dcfcroncc  to    Dr.  Vhanaamd, 
tliat  if  my  coinpUitit  has  hitherto  bcca  but  a  I 
dduBton,  it  will  not  longer  be  so :  I  shall  br 
jnipovcrisbfd— rvduccd    to  dcuth's    door,  «ili 
■uch  a  diet,  Mr.  Melmont.'" 

*"  Then  your  woes  will  be  ovvr,  and  youi 
admit  yourself  effectually  cured  f  PooHt  ponh  I 
you  have  been  let  off  vciy  iiglitly.  Hf>w  nuf 
phyaictan!!  would  have  made  a  prey  of  yoa. 
and  '  pigeoned''  you,  as  wc  call  it  «t  Crocklbnh 
— would  have  thought  you  a  good  Bahject  u 
hsTC  'plucked'  regularly  crcry   year  —  vwU 
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bav(^  jienundMl  and  dosed  yau  into  real  tnaladin, 
instesd  of  pcnujtding  you  out  of  iouiguuiry 
ones  f  Don't  be  piqued,  Mr.  Cobb,  but  Kjoicc 
in  your  mutton  chops !  and  mind  you  drink 
Dr.  Pharaniond's  health  in  tlie  first  gUu  of 
Aerry  you  pour  out^if  you  do  not,  you  will  bv 
un^ld'ul." 

•*  I  confetA  I  am  inclined  to  be  a  little  |>iqued : — 
howKver,  if  tti«  mutton  diop  i»  well  done,  and  the 
■licTTy  good,  I  diall  iwt  be  in<:lincd  to  quarral 
with  the  doctor  I   But  I  tell  you,  Mr.  Melmoni," 
(note  the  style   in    whicli  Cobb  talks;    quite 
worthy   of  a    twaddling   maiade  ima^nain, 
whow  wits  ant  at '  ««►')  "  I  don't  like  being 
roatrictcd   iu  my  tneok;  if  I  may  eat  a  mutton 
chop  I  may  eat  a  beef  .tteak,  »urcly,or  a  dikkcn, 
or  a  little  fi»h.    I  like  a  little  variety,  aiul  »hall 
enlat^  my  bill  of  fare,  I  tliiak,  without  much 
brvttch  of  the  doctor**  preacriptiou*,  i:h  ^  " 
nS 
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-OOT  or  taw»v 


..«-"  Aa  yoa  please  —  coiisido*  vour  vnlmhlt 
health  t  but  ta  you  plcnw — meantime,  I  •mi 
you  !  Wherefore  go  you  to  thr  phyMciMi.  if  wu 
al>u1c  not  by  liis  rules  ?  OiU^  Lake  care  that  ht 
doe«  not cnlcii  you  InmsgressinK,  which  be  migh. 
Kliould  bi'  pouDce  in  upon  you  unexpectedly  M 
payavisit;  forhc  dropin  upon  his  patientiBkt 
a  '  thief  in  llie  ntght,'  aa  the  scripture  nan,  u 
catch  them  unawares  oometintos,  and  see  if  dm  . 
are  altt^nclinfr  In  hi«  rules — take  carv,  that  UaQ.* 

"  I  will  order  nothing  that  can  hurt  me r«i 

speak  kindly  to   uam   me — I  feel   your  kini 

"  Oh,  do  not  mention  this  !  " 

"  I  am  teniuble  of  your  cantian,''  and  thf) 
grateful  Cobb,  touciied  at  our  hero's  aytnpatliTi ' 
"  Id  Phnranmnd  drop  ia  when  he  will,  be  MH 
not  have  cnuw  la  be  displeabed  !      You  will  div 
filh  me,  vron*lyou?" 


on,  tHR  tKcua; 
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Mvlniont  wa»  a  little  startled  at  Uiin  proptwi- 
tioD,  whtcli  was  a  pcnanco  he  was  not  quite 
prepared  for,  wUdi  u  happy  (hoiiglit  struck 
him,  witidi  waa  amtuinj^,  as  it  invulv«<l  thf 
considi-'nition  of  taking  a  plraiuint  revei^  on 
Cabh,  fur  annoyiog  him  with  his  twaddle: 
accoftliugljr  he  appeared  pleased  ut  the  pn>- 
poaal,  volunteered  to  order  dinner  himself, 
ttud  left  the  coffec-rcxicn,  irith  the  plan  of 
the  poor  "  fancy "  inralid'a  ditcomftture,  a« 
Ihijt  hixlory  will  in  due  tinw  unfold.  He 
got  on  hix  burse,  and  rode  towards  Kenil- 
wofth,  to  get  an  airing;  uud  an  appetite. — 
Coht)  went  poking  down  to  the  hath,  got  tliani- 
pooed  fur  an  imagined  rheuiiiatixai,  and  drank 
enough  of  «ali»e  tu  physic  a  diay-honte,  nut 
furuii-tting  thv  iadutgenm  uf  his  knack  of  aeixing 
upon  erery  one  he  kncWf  tliat  eame  in  his 
way,  and  caiecfatsinii^  i^K^'  i^**^  '<^> ''  ^"^^ 


turned  to  hia  com 
against  Dr.  Pharai 
no  ompUint  at  all 


Ah.  Cnuni,  well  mM) 
Tlw  lul  thought  I  had  buboiu'd.  ww  to  awct 
Vue  in  thii  iluUal  luul  iatttei  ipoi ! 
Tw  crater  U  Um  Jojp,  Uia  Um  uiiertnl  '■ 
Hajilf  dIMiat  brada  ihh  ittfa  t»  tbe  mnr  kmI, 
For  UkW  porpoM  iIhm  tUi  cmmI  gi«Miii| 
Looks  to.  Tkk  RKVoLt.  OU  l%f. 


Wsix,  wtiom  shmild  Mvloionl  meet  smon^ 
the  ruins  of  Kenilwonh  ?  The  rculer  may  *tll 
suppoae  it  was  Dot  the  injured  slwdr  of  ■'  puor 


I 


,  Miim  lEMas 


he  meet— but  th 

apparidon.ofavei 

who  had  ahown  li 

ncsH  at   Florence 

himself!  Melmoni 

(the  more  agreeal 

the  Count  was  a! 

ioa-vioant,  a  man 

—but  he  had  his  w 

—and  none,  perha) 

human  failinga,  is  i 

dice  with  which  be 

views  he  adhered  to 

occasioned  much  dit 

ticulara  of  this,  it  n 


omi'tmc  ffiSc^V 


m' 


ua  to  do  more  (han  hint  at  this  unhappy  iraJt 
in  the  Count's  character,  witliout  explaining  the' 
**  why,  or  the  wbcrefore," 

Vosaii  wa»  as  much  p]«ucd  at  meeting 
uur  hero,  as  he  was  to  meet  his  foreign  friend. 
They  greeted  each  other  warmly,  with  mutual 
expraauona  cf  surprise  am)  plduurv  at  lh« 
raooontre.  Melmoni  inquirvd  after  the  Counie««, 

"  Have  you  brought  her  to  England  with 
you?  "he  added. 

"  No,  I  have  not ;  she  ta  remaining  with  my 
brother,  the  abbot  Lanzt,  at  the  '  casa*  near 
GaooiL" 

"  Hava  you  heard  lately  from  her  f  " 

"  No,  ind<-<.-d,  not  now  for  some  little  time,  at 

whkli  1  am  mther  mirpriKed,  biit  nmelude  she 

is  very  well,  or  lie  aaiured  titere  would  have 

bean  httl«  delay  in  tier  letting  ntv  have  the  lotcllj- 

h8 


Countess  we  catino 
no  doubt  it  will 
ment  of  the  othe 
oonneotcd  with  tb 

"  And  your  sc 
he  pauaed,  know 
sore  one — '*  may 

"  Do  not  Bfl 
him,""  interrupted 
am  the  father  of 
injure  the  fair  fas 
in  Italy." 

"  Indeed  1 "  an 
hurt, — since  he 
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family  hiMorj).  "  Indeed,  you  will  find  your 
imn  not  ao  much  lo  blumv  as  yuu  tiiink — pi^nii 
me  to  interctdg         " 

"  My  dear  friend,"  in(erru|itefl  the  <'ount, 
aftain.  *'  I  appncinte  your  kind  cndcavoun.  to 
reconcile  ntc  to  one  1  have  too  much  reason  lo 
think  hanJtiy  of— Id  mc  beg  of  you  nut  to  cun* 
tinue  tliv  uibject-— it  would  i>e  hut  of  liltie  avail 
1  bave  too  strong  testimony  (from  those  wIk» 
would  not  wish  to  di-neive  me)  of  (he  juHice  of 
my  displrasurc." 

Mclmont  saw  any  eiid«avaur  to  appossv  the 
initalton,  or  pnjudioc,  whichever  it  might  be, 
of  the  fatluT  agiunst  his  absent  suu,  wmdcl 
be  to  no  purpose,  so  be  turned  the  conver- 
sation to  a  different  subject — that  is,  to  an 
indifrereol  «uh}ect — and  found  none  better,  nt 
prvwiit,  tluui  an  t-xclamation  of  prabr,  at  tbi' 
beauty  of  tlie  ruin  before  ibem. 


replied  MeJmont, 
the  grandeur  of  th< 
tress  of  Nations, — 
ruin  dwindles  into 
tions  of  the  Colie 
dence, — or  an  arch 
"  Yes,  no  doubt 
interesting.  The  r 
silently  yields  is  si 
ing,  of  the  fleeting 
though  our  monur 
giant  might  of  tl, 
embleming  their  d< 
perhaps,  more  sub) 
also,  from  their  gr< 
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With  thiTw  rvmarkii,  and  many  otliers  tif 
m  tuiubic  chanwtcr,  I  hey  wslked  round  ih*- 
ruins  (ill  tliey  bad  utijilkd  iheir  curicMity,  wbni) 
they  mounted  (heir  Iwtriws,  and  rode  luck  in 
Leamington  in  eadi  other's  eompaay.  The 
time  pamed  in  in^uirien,  on  Meltnonl'»  part, 
sAet  various  friends  at  Florence,— at  which  city 
was  the  Count*!  residence,  though  he  had  cha- 
iMiux  ai  Genoa  and  «l»ewhere:  whil«  ni  the 
nine  Itme  our  hero  waa  delighted  with  ilbc  fnm^ 
p«ct  of  being  able  to  repay  the  kindni-m  of  his 
friend  to  himself  when  al>ro(id,  in  f^ving  htm 
vrhatrvi.'r  information  he  reijuired  now  he  wa» 
in  RngUnd; — putting  him  in  the  way  of  uny 
rauta  he  wished  to  follow,— or,  in  fact,  beii^ 
of  service  to  hbn  in  any  way  hv  was  able,  not 
forfcetting  an  inviialion  to  bit  Iwusc*  eill>cr 
■  in  town  or  In  the  country.  The  [leriod  of  the 
I      ride  was  agreeably  filled  up  tn  tlte  discusM'<in  of 


I 


*i  A  u\,*f  ■!«,««        »^^       Bit***, 

together  if  he  was 
that  he  was  indeec 
support  the  mip 
then  proceeded  to 
of  the  person  wi 
added,  laughing, 
both  Mr.  Cobb's 
tool 

"  Why,  how 
amused  at  the  eni 
crouB  solution  of  i 
"  Why,  this  M 
me  a  carte  blanchi 
(and  such  an  one 
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down  by  a  gmt  nedicat  sage  of  the  [>)ac«, 
wluMe  dictum  ia  law,  and  to  transgress  wbow- 
injuocdons  as  to  diot,  is  little  loss  ttuui  trcaeon 
or  lese-nujcsty  in  Lumiiuj^on.  Now  it  is  my 
intention  to  call  on  this  said  great  Galen,  wbu»e 
name  ia  Dr.  Pharsmond,  advcrtiw  him  of  thr 
mtslituU'i)  ouiragti  of  hi&  Uw — and,  in  fact .... 
I  won't  let  out  lh«  twcret  of  the  joke  till  it  is 
enacted  ■  • .  .  I  vUl  proraiae,  however,  to  diiw 
with  you ;  and  as  to  the  dinner,  leave  ttiat  to 
me— you  will  be  safe  in  my  baoda." 

"  1  dare  tay  I  shall,"  said  the  Count, 
laughing;  **  1  am  quite  curiou«  to  know  bow 
you  will  compass  your  cDg;igement  with  me,  and 
what  your  plot  is  with  respect  to  your  engage- 
ment also  to  this  hapless  invalid,  whu  mxtuf 
thus  treasonably  in<;Iin«d  iu  infringing  the  rules 
of  0r.  PlMwaoiond." 

"You  shall    know   all   in    good  time!   Bui 


* 


observing  places, 
you  at  half-past 
Melmont  rode  u\ 
Dr.  PharamoDd. 
cation  with  this  i 
Count  rode  off  to 
to  dress  and  prep 
evening  (as  re^nr 
that  both  would  I 
guarantee  than  thi 
of  the  first,  and  th 


OR,  THE   IlECB«a, 


101. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

COBB    IM  A  aUJlMDABY  I    "  CHOP  ASO  CBANOl  BIDBI."     THI 
TWO  »ONi-TITAM«  TOOlTBn,  "  EATINQ  AltD  DKimiKC," 


Of  thtie  my  lord  gaiemor  ihill  not  eat  while  tberr  ii 

breath  in  my  body  1   »*id  Dt.  Pedro   Poiitlre  de  Bodewell 

SnatcluwBy. 

Don  Quixotk. 

When  Cobb  walked  into  the  room  where 
dinner  was  set  out,  he  opened  his  leaden  eyes, 
and  started  as  if  tbe  "  vision  itaelf  of  St. 
Jerome"  had  danced  in  phantasmagoria  before 
him. 
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(MTT  or  tovk; 


**  Here,  Fletcrei !  order  up  some  liock  nd 
champagne,'"  stdd  Meliuont  to  bis  valet, 

"  Why,  Mr.  Mclinont,"  said  Cobb,  "  «ln< 
is  nil  tliix?  Vou  have  ordered  a  diitnvr  6i  fvi 
prince  1 " 

"  Vea,  yea,  I  look  good  care  that,  «  jw 
intnukled  to  me  the  ordering  or  tht^  dimwr,  nn 
ithouliJ  diiie  like  yourself !  Mutton  cbops,  tndeid, 
and  stale  bread !— faiigb !  It  might  do  for  llir 
'  lay-bn>tl>er  in  the  Duenna,*  or  for  a  Mrrikv 
at  college, — ^bul  for  you,  Mr.  Cobb  f — I  flaiM 
myself  I  understand  ordering  »omethine  fit  u 
lie  sctvmI  up  nt  a  gentleman's  tabic." 

"Truly  teroptiiig!"cried  the  adimring  Co^ 
as  he  eyvd  a  most  inviting  tureen  of  to^fCM 
la-crimt,  mode  under  Fleuret's  eHpcdat  niper- 
vinon;  "rifilkioua!  Wbal,  Itave  you  a  FioiA 
cook,  Mr.  Melmonl?" 

•*  Yes,    yes!  — at    least     my     valei  u  « 


3 
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■  French  cook,'  and  every  thing  else  too  •— «> 
nt  down,  sit  down,  my  dear  air,  *  the  proof  of 
the  ptidding,'  Sic. — you  remember  the  provt-rb. 
Don't  prniMC  Fleuret  till  you  know  whether  h(^ 
descrven  your  upprobation.  Como,  let  nui  hi-jp 
you  toil  little  Knip." 

"  What  would  Dr.  Pharamond  stty?**  cried 
■  Cobb,  Iwlf  abirmed  at  hia  tenwrity ;  a»  a  child 
may  be-  supposi'd  to  be,  wlio  is  tguietly  picking 
aptach  from  some  foriiiddcn  tree;  or  «  Eve, 
when,  Imlf  afraid  nnd  luilfpWaed,  »he  venturvd 
to  put  l)i«  fntat  fniit  to  her  lips  '*  and  bad 
luck  to  her!"  om  Mr.  O'Callaghan  would  ay. 
"What   would  Dr.  Pharamoud  «y?"  he  re- 

pWtBU. 

**  Pshaw !  Dr.  Pharamond  ! "  cxcUimed  Mv\- 
mont :  "  ar«  we  to  abide — we  men  of  apirit— by 
his  mutton  diop  law,  as  liiougli  it  wvn  inviola- 
ble as  that  of  tlic  *  M«de«  and  PenijuM  f  Smipf 
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« la  Crime  for  uii,  iiwtend  uf  salt  and  »t«Ji-  brad' 
maiflattr  d'anffuiUt  instcsd  oi  muUitn  chopJ— 
l}r.  Plianuncwul,  indcvd  !  ** 

"  I'll  tcadi  you  Sow  to  eat  mate/otU  ifm- 

gttilU,"  txtiinimcd  n  vojoc,  which  burst  UkeacUp 
uf  thiimlcron  ll>c  icrriticid  and  UKtounded  Cc^ 
M,  at  the  Hamt  time,  in  ru^livd  the  infurialf  Pto*- 
raniond,  who,  it  apptmrs,  had  ovurhcanl  ihu 
traitormis  con&piraicy  against  lii&  ]»«•,  apd  urn 
wiuiessed  (he  open  violation  of  it — the  "Jbvram 
titUctum"  (ua  Uwyert  would  sa^)  itsetfl  Cobb 
tremhl«<l  like  an  u!([)on  leaf,  while  Dr.  Phara- 
umiid  ooiitiiiucd  to  raw  on,  knowing  the  char«- 
ler  he  had  to  deal  wilh : — "  What,  Mr.  CoUi' 
in  tliiN  the  way  that  my  advice  is  to  be  triflnl 
witlii*  I«tiut>thvindi^ulyyou offer  me?  Tunioii' 
atid  consult  me,  and  then  to  act  in  diix-ct  de6uKc 
of  the  rules  i  ita  particularly  cnjoiiiod  you  tu 
pursue !  H«e,  waiter,"  he  cootimied,  turning  w 
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W  the  atlcTi<1niils,  "take  away  (hrsr  tnJschtevous 
I  cli»hr»— DO  patient  of  mine  »l>al1  touch  then) ! — 
I  '  Cholera'  *  lurks  under  every  cover  t  inclination 
i%  (1h>  very  Hiibstance  nnd  groin  of  every  dish  I — 
tlif  soupe  ts  poison  itself,"— {•*  Oh  F"  groaned 
out  the  uiiha{)f)y  Cobb,  frighlenetl  quile  "  out 
«»f  hU  pnoprirty,"  hi*  i>crv«>u»  sysli-m  being  put 
into  an  ogituiun  little-  *imn  of  the  c|uiver)ng  of 
■Id«-  bnughKOTcr  a  liver  in  an  evening  Ihwm — 
"oh  I  oh  I") — **  llie  toupc  in  poison!"  reiterated 
iIh'  iDcenwd  Galen.  — "What  buiiness  has 
that  hock  cither,  there?"  continued  he  in 
direful  apiMtophe;  "  did  I  not  ex)>resKly  request 
nothing  but  sherry  might  be  mndv  ujte  of?  Mr. 
Coht),  Mr.  Cob)>,  in  this  fair?  is  this  right?  is 
this  placing  confidence  in  me P— Away  with  it! 
away  <rilh  it!  away  with  the  rest,  too,  nf  the 
thingSf — the  pernicious  dishes,  and  the  more 
•  Sw  DtdlcaUoB.  p.  1. 


HKtnii'f 


bread — and   some 
thing  else,  [  insis 
wellfiUed!    Good 
yourself  a  patient 
will  give  np  viola 
putting  your  heali 
chievous  indulgenc 
So  saying.  Dr. 
poor  Cobb  not  hai 
ciently  to  say   "h 
indeed,  attempted  I 
"thatif  behadbeei 
have  adhered  to  tl 
having'  Mr.  Melmoi 
hardly  place  merely 
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that  it  w«  Dot  il  al)  through  him  that  thit 
Twlatiun  of  iW  "mulUm  chop  law  "  wa«  pcrpiv 
tnted,— Mr  Cobb  liitd,  in  fact,  uulhurisctl  hini 
uxirder  dinner!  Meantime  Fharamotvd  had 
raged  on  with  unahsled  furjr,  and  \MtK  Cubb, 
being  disouuDtPDnnccd  by  Melmont,  was  over^ 
vbdmed,  and  ehop-tah^  indeed,  at  this  doleful 
exemplification  of  the  importance  of  Phararoond't 
*' chop syMnn."  I>uringthcin/fifr(forallwasp<it 
■II  oonftiMon  on  the  entry  of  tlic  terrible  physi- 
aan),  Melmont  hod  (akra  care  tluit  the  diahes 
ordered  away  piirpoM-ly  by'Phnniraond,  nhould 
be  forthwith  tranaferred,  still  " inping-lioc,"  to 
ana^«r  rooni  in  ibe  bulcl,  where  the  Count 
Vassri  was  waiting  with  a  good  appetite  for 
dinner  and  hta  friend.  Melmont  soon  joined 
him,  end  recounted  the  scene,  much  to  the 
amuAoment  of  himwlf,  the  Count,  and  the  valet 
Pleuret,  wlw  had  been  a  party  in  prompting 


1(»  OUT  OF  TOtrwJ* 

hlfl  miistn-  to  ihiN  feliritou*  vtouvrmrjiL  T^ 
"  Scapin*  wnsa  clevtr  fHlow,-andrr«tood  «»*- 
ing  SH  well  SB  haif'dmiing,  and,  in  fart,  wm  od 
lew  a  "  Aittotum,'*  ituin  the  renowned  "Bdi 
ItMtamy"  cUioied  tu  Ix-. 

The  nigiml  Tor  Dr.  Phxrninond's  mtnr  hati 
bt-en  given  by  hint ;  and  he  had  also  cslM  of 
hi»  matter,  oii  tlw  excuse  that  some  penm 
'•  ilvtoandct)  his  pietenee  lielow,"  to  tht*  abando*- 
nient  of  Cobb,  mIus — to  bear  the  brunt  at  tbr 
nf^  of  ihe  Doctor,  and  to  fioish  hU  ill'cmiM) 
diDDi^  on  tbe  mutton  cbopa  subaequentlT  |wtk 
vided— it  bang  intiouLtcd  lo  him  **thBtMr.M>l> 
inont  irould  he  utiabk  to  irturn,  wiUi  ten  thou- 
sand apologies,  that  cvcDing."  'I'hc-  whole  fdnl 
had  been  good'hummirvdly  €»tiTe<l  intobv  Tha- 
ramond  himself,  on  Meimont'a  confcrnDfir  vttli 
him  about  it.  How  well  it  waa  (»rriM)  iahi 
execution,  through  the  IXirtur'a  agency^  we  imw 
already  ceen;    the  happy  result   of  the  «bob 


tt 
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won,  of  ibccotn|ili]itting  r  riddance  to  our 
Iwiti  of  the  company  of  m  »'  bore/"  and  winning 
for  him  ilixl  of  a  rricDd,  whom  hr  ww  to  glad 
lo  aee:  the  eDterlainutent,  mranwhilr,  that  it 
Mas  determined  ihe  first  should  not  (ouch.  wa> 
preciwly  adapted  to  the  palate  of  the  last,  and 
to  thiit  accordingly,  (in  full  enjoyment  of  the  jok* 
jtm  descritx-d.  aitd  of  the  repast  liefore  them.) 
tbe  two  friendu  luiw  sat  dowiu 

"  CapiUl !  ■'  cried  M<-lmonl ;  "  1  nhan't  forget 
this  ptFcr  of  amuscmnit  for  sonic  time'  I  am 
(lelighted  with  Pliammond,  he  aecondcd  my 
plan  «o  good  humouredly  and  rradily !  The 
whole  tcenc  was  a  complete  melo- dramc.  —  the 
liitstle,  confusioD.  codAteniaUon  ! — it  only  want«d 
thv  flourisli  of  a  trumpet  or  ttnt,  to  make  it 
agnaahle  lo  the  coniplHe*t  Miige-effecL^ 
'  -The  Count  laughed,  a*  he  replied,  "  I  really 
■hink,  fiTim  your  deocriplion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the«e 
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f\w\\:e  viands  o(  FIcurot's  preparing;  would  \mt* 
1k«»  thrown  away  !  Capo  Hi  papa  I  I  asm 
Iward  a  better  joke  in  tny  life !  It  bvus  •  Ivl 
of  patfiHinade*,  as  much  o»  Artliur 
licatK  Antony  Panquin ! " 

"You  «■>■  rightly,  the  dinner  would  hen 
been  thrown  away  on  a  dull,  cirivelline.  vul^ 
tykv,  nicb  as  ihu  Cobb.  Hang  the  nindcUB, 
his  palate  hath  no  '  soul'  in  ii  to  apurvcialc  tfa 
menu  oT  any  on«  of  iheae  *  cates''  bcfon  m\ 
lie  is  a  fellow  who  would  devour  you  up  ima- 
ficot  a»  indifferently  as  if  ibuy  wtmc  solid  beef- 
hoiTor !  with  no  '  rajfinrmettt ' '  »ad  would  nbo* 
a«  liltlv  anack  of  any  jrx^n  tn  adilreraiof^hilBHtf  j 
to  that  dish  ottatUdotU  tCattguiJtry  as  if  it  wen 
the  mutton  cliope  wv  luvv  \eft  hint  to  Uw  It^  I 
and  undiHturbed  cnjoyntent  oft  " 

"  A'liuredly,''  rqdJcd  the  Count  with  a  axxi  I 
gravity;  "it  is  a  Iwrrid  profituation  of  gooA 
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(Me  to  ace  a  bi-ing,  of  an  *  uiuofihiitticated ' 
paUte,  ravage  tho  ctivhcK  he  dws  not  'umkr- 
stand,' — («ither  as  to  their  DKrita  dt  chymif  or 
ik  ffoui— their  qualities,  or  their  ingredients)— as 
it  is  to  witness  aoy  moral  profanation  ( ^ 

**  Ooty  Goaeeivo  the  inisappfx>pmiton  !  this 
d«icctitbte  Mupt^ia-crime  whetting  tlie  'oAiMiHe 
Jaucet'  of  a  *  plain-dinner'  eating  knare  sudi 
jwCobb!" 

'*  A  fdlow  who  tli)iik»  turtle  loup  and 
vrnison  the  acinfe  of  rei'elry;— the  ideas  you 
'  Citiiens '  of  England  have,  with  your  alder- 
men at  your  head,  rh,  is  not  tluit  true?" 
V"'*  I  fancy  it  i* — what  notion  we  hove  of  culinary 
mysteries  in  borrowed  from  our  mora  expert 
n«ghbour(  the  French,  in  'chronicling'  and 
preparing  all  matters  of  taste  t  We  Engli*h 
arc  'men  of  substance;*  we  eat  substantially — 
drink  substantially— tiiink  substantially— wttncM 
I  S 
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uur  wealth  an<)  our  stout  bulky  figures,  in  Ihr 
finrtinttaivce;  our  roAsl  bvof  and  pliinv-pudHhiic 
iii  Ok  next ;  our  ■  Uncle  time ''  Oporlo  ikraetk* 
ill  die  (hifd;  and  our  dull  way  uf  ^tiAni 
uunokes  into  '  National  distreiat,^  in  the  Ii*l 
So  wonder,"  he  continued,  Inughin^,  "wrait 
clogged  with  the  heavy  limd  of  a  *  National  debt.' 
nbove  other  nations,  wlien  our  intellenx  an  hr- 
cloggnl  and  lM-«olti-d  witli  such  soliditiai  in  tk 
ultitpe  of  meats  and  drinks !  Woe  betidv  tW  taM 
for  kolid  dinners,  the  '  dining  from  one  solistai- 
tiat  difh,*  lu  wc  tay.  I  never  had  n  iMite  dw 
way!  In  fact,  these 'ttolid  dinners*  agree  oM 
with  i»e  so  well  as  a  tighter  and  mort?  diveni6cil 
repoM;  yet  weEnglish  consider  thein  wlialewOK" 
"Nothing  is  m  true,  Rd  that  the  wits  an 
mainly  influenced  by  the  quality  of  the  juices  w 
imbibe,  the  blood  rogi-nderwl  bv  the  »ia»* 
we  nourish  ourselvea  wilhal.      Certcs  E  thvR  h 
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nolliiiif;  »)uiil  to  a  nf  )a»t  of  n  gi.i>cro«t«  nature,^ 
and  MiKciall  v.— iK;c»fDpa»iL-(l  witli  wine  a»  guxl 
iM  ih't*  wliidi  I  ithill  liave  the  pl«a«ur«  o(  drink- 
ing  with  you." 

"  Fine  Burgundy,  ihU  ! "  said  Iklclmont. 
"Some  of  my  own,  ieni  over  from  France  on 
purpose  i  1  ordered  it  wb«D  at  Pans,  and 
brought  a  hamper  of  it  <kiwn  from  town.  I 
«an*t  drink  the  winv  tlK-y  Iwvc  at  their  hoidx 
in  Enf^lund ;  ami  thrir  Frmcli  wines  are  v^ry 
inferior,  generally  upeuliing." 

'*  Vou  tlid  quite  right  lo  have  &  few  doiceo 
of  your  own  wine  seat  jmi;  lliis  Burgundy  ii 
in  excellent  conditioa.  Let  nic  give  you  a  little 
of  ihiH  iot»tcr  p&t^." 

"  Did  you  ever  acquire  a  loiAe  for  ihefrenou- 
iiiei  i  la  JJotirgagwt  1  think  it  a  very  excellmt 
di«h,  but  your  countrymen  con  Kidom  acquire 
a  taste  for  it:  I  iliink  there  b  a  vaat  ddicnry, 
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as  irell  OS  yntto,  about  H,  to  a  ducriiiBn«i>|t 
palntP,  which  is  nble  to  analyse  duljr  the  nrr 
atx*  that  IwWg  to  that  incomparable  (Ib^l* 

"  Yw,  1  like  it  very  much  :  but,  then,  il  i* 
indebted  a  great  deal  fur  its  flavmir  to  ibv  »R 
of  purfe  (f  nnnouw  tnashed  up  with  tbe  grewti- 
iitet :  then  there  is  the  aauce  ptguanie  bcadn. 
and  a  gravy  ioto  the  bargain,  so  that  tbe  paw 
iirfttomiUt  are  leA  in  tbe  lurch  in  ibe  mnlli- 
Tarious  oompoaition  I  As  a  wbole,  the  diab  i> 
admirable!" 

'*  Willi  H  gliua  of  fipc  cool  JohaQnisb(T)C 
afUrwards,  to  c|UBlify  it ! " 

*<  Ssrdanapalii«  nwrr  had  a  richer  banquet  '■ 
'  Bitla/no  regt  Uatior,'  m  he  who  partakes  vi 
it — the  vmy  6  la  Bovrfreifpte  \&  far  better  tha 
tbe  mode  you  Imd  al  Kame  of  drcHfaig  iht 
grmoailU  in  a  paste,  or  en  marinade  f  " 

"  Oh,  far !  there  is  oo  oompttrisoa  ;    ibc  las 
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qllowH  no  raurciae  scarcely  for  the  functioii*  vf 
the  piilsli?.  There  in  do  rich  extraction  uf 
juice*,"  smd  the  CauDt,  with  the  tnie  guiite  uf 
an  opicure,  *-thv  dish  is^tkii!— the  pulnte  di»- 
liatifificd  —the  repast  in&ipid— the  spirits  depressed 
— I  am  never  treU  after  it,  till  I  have  drunk  at 
Iraitl  a  RaHk  ftiil  of  '  DiamanU,'  l)o  you  like 
our  DiantotOef" 

"  Oh,  for  Italy,  it  is  very  good ;  but  ■  glau 
of  Hermits^  or  I^afittc,  is  worth  a  legioD  of 
flasks  of  it ;  just  as  a  tine  nrvU  stuflV-d  onolan,  t>r 
btccafito  serve*)  Upcm  a  toa^  and  biett  f^rtu 
de  trvffa,  and  with  a  f;ood  sauce^  ia  worth  « 
hecatomb  of  our  beef  btratcs ! " 

"  There  is  on  way  I  like  beginning  a  dinnrt" 
in,  M  Weil,  as  with  oysters  and  a  ftlice  of  baui, 
well  (cosoned  pre'aaU,  it  le  so  jitdicious  a  com> 
iiioiiocment  !* 

"  Ay,  the  oyiters  to  whet  the  appetite  fur 
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ihe  eating  part  of  tha  dut^,  «nd  ^viog  olatncitj 
to  ihc  gutric  juicr,  and  the  ham  b>  Awoiat  tial 
Mgri'cabli;  craving  for  liquid,  which  coinplelcsibt 
full  rv(|uiiit«  for  ihe  eujuyroent  of  a  dinocr  I ' 

"  Predseljr !  it  i&  on  excellent  rule^  (im  ti 
oystvrs  and  honi  par  commeftcfmem,  and  n 
ItnliaitM  have  tlic  mmt  uf  setting  thii  bdiiai 
first  —  the  rtilv  ■ho4ild  be  as  inviolable  (if 
a  own  wishes  reoUjr  to  eiijoj  a  reiUAt,)  ■> 
I'haianiond'B  mutton-chop  hiw  appmrn  (n  b* 
Sere!" 

"  Bravo  I  Irt  us  drink  the  good  Dnditf' 
rhnranMnid's  health !  and  succi-m  to  him  f« 
helping  us  to  enact  our  cotn^dy  of  liw 
evening,  and  spend  it  in  t-ach  oilier'^  gmd 
company  !" 

"Dr.  Pharantond's  very  good  health,*  Mid 
the  Count,  as  he  plt-dgcd  Mt'lmoDi  la  a  gUft 
of  cham[>agne  on  (he  present  occaoioa. 
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' "  This  eeil  de  perdrix  champsgne  u  very 
Cur, — though  nat  m>  good  as  ilie  white  chaoi- 
pagne." 

'*  No,  I  don't  like  it  so  vell-and  wonder  who 
amf  t  prefer  the  'spsrkliDg'  to  the  'dry:' 
— atill  th«  eeil  dt  perdrix,  a*  it  uied  to  be 
called,  wsH  at  oao  linw  in  «i  gnuit  vognv  » 
tbo  white. 

'*  I  can't  bear  yuur  wn»liy  brcattfuta  te 
England— voiir  *tea  and  coffee.'  I'm  a  great 
advocate,  on  principle,  (or  the  dejeuner  d  la 
fonrchttU—l  think  it*  far  superior  diet :  doubt- 
le«*,  it  muM  be  very  moderate,  ebe  it  taltm 
away  from  the  appetite  for  another  mml  iii 
the  day  on  animal  food." 

"  Certainly — dinner  and  its  agrcmfns  may  be 
mfringed  on  by  any  previous  TeA«*hnent  of 
a  nmilar  kind;  hut  moderation  and  dite  tart 
mutt  be  obwr^vd,  in  >n  catmng  the  prnviuim 
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for  iireakfaol  that  it  doe»  not  trE>nch  upotf  J 
prurin«!  of  diDtier,  or  permit  the  psiate  id  to 
jnded  by  the  repetition  of  tastes." 

"  Tlwif  lire  peculiar  tKshM  appropriair  id 
(he  d^mnrr  li  ia  Jburehettr,  Mtich  u  ibe  rof- 
ntms,  unci  grill,  and  the  ciUelrtte*  de  pTtKk. 
volaiUei  «n  papillott,  or  a  little  pat^  tie  gibter.' 

**YeSt  yet,  some  light  afiiair  of  ihb  kind 
makes  an  exocllent  naarriture  tor  n  nwnd^h 
repoAt.  I  atn  very  much  for  sapporting  tk 
framv  und  the  spirits,  with  a  generous  <&* 
of  tliis  kind ;  it  scihI*  •  man  into  tbe  worU 
lo  perform  the  duties  of  tbe  day  with  M 
limes  the  energy,  alacrity,  omfidenor,  and 
strength,  that  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  would  afflavd 
him,  with  a  little  tout,  as  is  your  wmj  it 
England." 

"  I  agree  with  yo«  here  entirely,"  «aitl  Mel- 
mont;  "  I  consider  tliat  to  enable  and   pennii 
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in  to  do  our  talents  justice,  our  frames  should 
b«  veil  Buppoited,  and  our  blood  wsnned  hy 
generous  diet.  I  was  maintaintog  this  principle 
to  a  certain  fair  widow  lady  the  other  day 
■I  dinner," 

lV  TbcTC  is  tliis  to  he  said  on  the  subject— in 
Enj^and  you  have  (to  speak  generally}  no  Ugfal 
wine  that  yon  can  inaku  use  of  to  aocompany 
a  tUjnmer  i  la  J'ourchtUty  as  is  th«  case  in 
l-'rance,  unless  indeed  you  mix  sherry  with 
water." 

u%  M  Vet,  supposing  no  wine  were  used  at  all, — 
Mill  the  viands  eaten  would'  fortify  the  system 
taam,  and  give  greater  nourishment  and  *'t»> 
coura{^>tMnt "  to  a  man,  than  our  present 
breakfast  diet — much  greater,  doubdeM  .  », . 
The  nmpfwt  of  oysters  in  the  se«soaing  nf 
this  dish  is  very  well  nanaiged,  Flaim," 
continued  Mdmont   referring  to   the  said  lac> 
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qucy,  (who  tuul,  aft  we  have  4ib*erv«cl,  Mptm. 

tciMlod  ibe  tlreBsiiig  of  the  diaJitat)  t  *•  In  me  ent 

you   a    Uttk    of    this,  Counu  ywx  trill    fiwl  i 

vcTjr    good:     it     b     a      kimi     of    bedtomA 

fancy  ....*■• 

But  not  to  protract  this  gastronoiuie 

chat,** — the  repast  being  ut  Icn^h  cuncludal,! 

Count  and  Mdmont  wrre  k-ft  with  MHDtf**! 
Fitte"lokei-pth«m  cnmfwny,  and  keepalWrlMj 
nicrritncnt  thut  had  been  M*  well  kindle  throofkl 
tJie  dinner,  and  so  facctioumly  hi?}^n  b  Aft] 
**|deaau)t  drama  "of  poor  Cnbb'a  disoomfihmJ 
Like  SandHi,  after  )iia  phvMciaa  liod  sMf 
hi*  ilithcft  frxmi  him,  )».•  »t  at  the  vacant 
doleful  and  be-drTilled,  matimlcrinff  «t- 
mragrc  i-otnmora  of  a  mutton  chop, 
wai  at  length  bmufttit  him,  much  burnt,! 
tough.  Where  were  those  invitingly 
ami  savoury  dishes  that  bad  greeted  hi? 
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approach  to  titt  uUe  ?  Gone !  whwkt^  off 
by  the  mcreilcM  Pharantondt  aa  rapidly  aa  he 
whisks  himself  about  (o  bis  palienu  in  hia 
vhiakey — the  board  presenting  Ihe  nwckwy 
of  a  rrpojtt,  like  the  Banm-cidc'H  dinner  in  Uir 
Arabian  Nigfais !  McUukIioI^  vm  the  crv-nitif; 
uf  0>hb.  na  noted  in  his  journal  of  thul  day, 
and  marked  " nigra  iapide" — be  was  indeed 
not  an  invalid  in  fancy -merely,  through  that 
luckii-m  cvKoing!  Pharamund  himself  wntild 
hare  alliiwLid  he  waH  indiMpowd.  So  wc  wmJi 
him.  willi  thi«  cundoJeiM^  a  good  night,  and 
*.*goud  bye,"  tluiuld  we  nwt  chance  to  fall  in 
with  hiiD  again  in  tiii;  course  of  our  biitury- 
Plvaaanler  were  the  dreams  of  the  Count  and 
Melinoot,  of  tliat  night,  intt|Hred  by  tbc  "  better 
cates "  watclMd  from  the  tantahscd  hpsof  Cobb  t 
PlessantvT  were  they,  than  tbe  melancboly  vw 
nuns  that  haunted  the  pillow  of  the  t)uei>tiuD< 
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ttiking  invalid  !  Him  Pharamontl's  nigry 
viscigv  scared !  him  th«  "  ghoM  tiT  «  tcrag  d 
mutton,"  with  a  '*  legion  of  lewer  tmpe '  ii 
thv  xhnpc  of  tough  mutton  chops,  haunted,  «M 
unsavoury  viagct  latd  Maun  t  Rul  ncacv  bt  to 
Cobb !  for  us  he  will  neither  han  nor  faothB 
more,  with  any  further  catechising  or  coapbint, 
bim)  thanks  to  him  (for  we  would  part  frkiidt) 
for  the  mirth  he  has  afibrded  ux  at  his  vxpciuc. 
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TRK    ftaTVBM    TO    ftOK    OU   qVABttM.       H«MOVail    9t   * 


inipBiubk  I  a'«*t  U  HoaMDoie  qui  m'achuar. 

Thk  Coitnt  Vonui,  lltongfi  a  bon-vtvaut, 
and  luxuriuuK  in  liU  habits,  wm  not  less  n 
man  of  ertidiiion,  flvgaiil  learning,  and  all 
that  diJ^UanU  lore  which  men  pique  them- 
ieUn  on,  as  giving  tlwin  clajm  to  rcfiDaiwiu 
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nf  mind.  It  is  nut  our  inienuon  tu  fill  t 
volume,  as  some  would  take  tbe  opportiunlj 
of  doin^,  will)  remarks  or  this  charartd, 
which  miglit  be  ust.-riil.  instructfvc,  or  agreeable 
enough,  bul  would  certaiolj  form  too  uii«ir> 
rantable  nn  intt-rpolalion  on  the  province  of  our 
uorj:  Miffioc  it  to  uy,  that  Mclrooot  and  the 
Count  wen-  friends,  because  tliuy  found  in  cvh 
other  an  oider  of  mind  they  both  valnt^, 
and  a  congeniality  at  tastes  that  made  cno>-| 
(>anio«^iip  grateful.  Their  journey,  caiw 
quently,    from     Lenmitiglon     to     Chehcnlna,' 

whtlber  the  Count  was  on  hia  'way, (ks  wwk 

for  the  pleasure  of  Meing  it  an  for  hiti  baltH, 
pt-rhaps,) — was  eveiything  that  was  it^ntablc- 
It  may  be  imagined  that  I  hey  did  not  [»• 
thnnigh  Stratford-un-Avon  without  paying  mob 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  favourite  mn  and' 
mighty  interpreter  of  Nature — Shakaprare  ., 
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HrSTcnst  to  look  at  ibe  humble  coiuge— the 
hul  almost — in  nhich  h«  firu  aaw  th«  light,  and 
tu  think  of  (he  f^-atiiesit  of  thai  name,  ahove 
thmw  cveit  of  the  princes  of  tb«  earth,  vho  nn 
cncUctl  in  purple  and  have  nations  at  their  beck  ! 
How  the  conteinplalion  makes  the  "great^  of 
tJiis  earth  dirindlc  away ....  as  very  mius, 
diuipated  and  lost  before  tlie  djuiling,  i-vtT< 
enduring,  glory  t>r  day  !  .  .  .  . 

Thr  subject  of  SIuik»)>earc  of  courae  led 
III  an  ■nU'n»ting  literary  dtKUuiofi,  on  ihc 
incrit*,  miiulk,  uud  characteristics  of  tahvr  arvM 
geniuses ;  not  the  k-a&t  so  was  the  comparison  (bn 
compauiuus  made  iM-tween  Milton  and  Dante, 
which  two  poets  appeared  to  be  their  favorite*, 
out  of  the  whutc  gutaxy  uf  ntiglily  niimls  and 
cbitdrcnofMMig  which  they  recounted.  Metmoi] 
who  was  full  oF  imo^nation,  nf  uxirsc  revcllu)  ii 
Milton :  the  language  of  this  bard  h«  o 
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ii«  having  a  stamp  uf  divinity  about  it,  ntmid 
in  none  olltcr.     Dxtito's  glooni     too,  diJi^«d| 
liiut — vhicb  Duijr  appv&r    uaf^ulnr,  ok  we  luwj 
represented  hint,  generally  speaking,  n>  fw  tim 
being  (if  a  gloomy  disposition.      Wl'  have  a 
him,  however,  in  aoctciy,  and  here  n  man  pla» 
a  part — aitd  it  ought  to  be  on  affrccablc  ok. 
or  nndety  need  little  thank  him  fi>r  his  ouayr 
Whftt  a  man  really  is,  who  can  tell  ?     Whaoo 
unmask  ihi'  hviu-l,  and  kt>ow  the  InUiit  caumtf 
laare  that  it  is  our  duty  to  veil,  but  which  ui 
periiaps  the  darker,  the  more  wc  endeavour  I* 
throw  the  glittering  veil  of  f^atety  ov«r  tfaca- 
Vaiari*s  raptures  were  mud)  henpedon  theni^gbty 
poel    of  pasiion — Byron.      Thia   ta    his  dktin- 
guishtng    characteristic;    that    of    Mihon    aad 
Dante  is  imaginatioR.     Or  the  ilrtt,  at  a  mm 
vague  and  snblimi;  character ;   of  the  ]mn,  «f  t 
more  specified   and  particulari&in^  tlcampiion. 
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[  mmt  rightly,  as  Dante  d«wribes  everything 
u  an  eyc-witnesa.  As  for  poor  Shelley,  both 
our  fliletlaitti  declared,  tlMt  if  it  had  not  bevn 
for  Byron,  to  w1io«e  name  SbcUey's  was 
attached,  the  world  would  never  have  known 
htm,— an  impracticable  are  his  theories,  so  una- 
daplcd  to  liumoii  aympathy,  and  the  sdii&hness 
of  our  nature, — for  to  thete  must  the  poet  appeal 
if  he  mvitv*  to  win  lu  to  listen  to  hin.  Shelley 
tin-d  in  a  woirid  of  hin  own,  where  no  one  can 
■ympathitv  with  him,  vxccp4  in  admiring  his 
fancy;  and  oat  of  vurionly,  pef{iap>,  in  fol- 
lowing his  metaphysical,  theoretic,  impriu.ii<:ablv, 
and  merely  vtnonary  Duiions  I^Iillon,  tltough 
full  of  intaginaiion,  Isken  care  to  exhibit  pirUirvs 
witli  which  human  nature  sympathisrs,  and 
which  are  not  out  of  llie  range  of  its  feelings, 
however  excurwvv  the  imagination  of  the  poet 
niiiy  be.    Mclmunt,  however,  who  had  known  and 
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bad  a  r^iurtl  for  SlK-llvy  for  his  t  inues,  ^tu  Iw 
lb«  due  that  an  rxoellcnt,  amiable  being  desortt; 
aiid  also  tbv  due  tbnt  liU  briUiaacy  uf  ranc|,  mkI 
Ittft  wish  Tor  tliv  regLiiemtion  of  men,  for  tW 
hji])f>iik«K,  c)tfDand(Kl( — altliou^li  tliix  wiikh,lx>t> 
itii.t  kindly  felt,  could  ttever  be  rcHixtnJ  id  say 
priu-iicuble  plaD.  ShcUey  forgot  tlu;  oormptJM 
and  Iraiky  ai  our  nature — iiiu-tnsic  hunun 
nauire— whidi  van  never  be  pure  and  perfects 
tie  would  wi»h  to  liavc  wen  it, — whicb  be  vinbid 
to  believe  it  ti>  be  prr  tei  laying  all  tlie  bbat 
only  ou  the  corrupuunk  of  aitificial  life,  Mri>l 
ithauklesi,  arii)  tlie  reslnunl»  iui|xis«d  by  tyraonj' 
Alast  if  hv  ia  right  1»  a  nrrtaiu  extent,  b^ 
niudi  daxzlcd  was  he  by  his  ilrvama  of  wishnMa 
perfucttoii  not  to  perceive  the  iniriiieiit;  inputit; 
uf  liuman  nature  itself,  indepeudcotly  of  being 
made  worse,  in  tioinc  instancob,  by  urtiBcinl  Ian! 
Tbat  U  IB  made  infinitely    Ixtlera  however,  m 
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joine  inxlancnt,  there  is  mi  doubt ;  «nd,  ««  the 
wholr,  far  better! 

*"  The  Count  VaRari  hod  l>een  a  great  friend  of 
Goethe's,  and  a  son  of  compariBon  took  place 
miw  l>etween  his  genius  and  that  of  SItakapeare  : 
tlua  we  shall  not  enter  into,  ax  wv  fear  wr 
should  be  tmntgreniog:  the  determination  laid 
down  to  ouraelvpH,  of  not  makinf;  thi-M*  dij^vn- 
fions  an  rxcuitr  (o  Rll  nut  a  Tolumv  On  tlih 
one  point  n  dixciKuion  depentlo  which  would 
imolve  *  miillirarioiiH  lint  t>f  other  nxisideni- 
tions— <mieh  m  the  geniuNof  the  Oennan  naticm ; 
and  then  comporiaon  would  rise  as  I'elJon  on 
Oma— ^s  snow-heap  on  simw-heap—M  that  we 
nrifjht  fill  up  a  hoM  of  volun>es  at  this  rate.  W> 
havr,  therefore,  done,  by  saying  that  the  Bard  of 
Avon  had  the  {wIid  auigne«l  to  him.  above  c^^ery 
other  mind,—  and  which  he  deMrrres—  for  who  so 
well  afthimselfever  knew  tlie  arena  of  Passions  oil 
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wlikh  iic  wrote?  He  entered  into  ibe  npinud 
iiKti,  n.-d«clc<l  itiLtn  us  they  were,  spoke  to  ihs 
8]rm)Mlhic*  in  every  class,  complexion,  clmadiv. 
deauiniiuition,  degree,  aentv  and  affcctjon  (— iB 
vaned,aU  true,— alivingptcture  of  humiin  kiwi... 
Such  HubJMla  of  entertain  mettt,  and  variiu 
uUitr»,-~Micl>  lu  diMruKMons  of  Enjjlish  ti»- 
meter,  by  lh«  Count,  and  the  mannL-r  in  •M 
he  had  been  received  by  aonic  as  oomi»i^  | 
with  oihers,"al)  scrvitl  to  fill  up  the  tiiM  bB 
tliey  arrived  at  the  end  of  their  journey.  On 
ih«ir  armal  Mclmont  assiaied  his  friend  in 
(indiofc  out  a  residence  thai  suited  him.  It  m* 
one  of  those  l^-auliful  liouses  on  the  Promtnadt 
After  seoinfT  the  Count  lhu«  comfortably  <&»• 
|Mraed  of,  our  hero,  a»  may  be  suppcMed,  v* 
)i,\iid  to  go  and  see  hb  friends  in  LatudowiM 
I'lice-  His  joy  wu  wihinesa  its«Of  to  nwrt 
AIkc,  and  hers  was  no  less  so  to  nee  him  again. 
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After  anituing  his  TricndK  wiili  lit*  Lciiniingti>n 
•dveiilurcs,   il   was  propcwoti   lo  rcuimc  their 
driven  and  rides,  in  the  environs  of  the  {i^ace, 
u»  heretofore,  in  the  interval  pirevknuly  to  Mel- 
ii)ont\  departure  for  town,  back  to  his  d«4or, 
with  wliom  be  eontinuaJly  corresponded,  aoius* 
ing— or  intereMing   Iter— «ri(h   hb  adventures 
and  rdlect!0fi».     Anion^  other  subjoctf>  that 
he  inquin-d  nbuui  of  Lady  Letitworth,  relating 
lo  their  former  drivn,  was  ihni  of  Httle  Agnes. 
wte  was  itill  doing  well  at  school,  and  whom 
they  went  over  to  see  the  next  day.     A  trip  to 
Birdlip,   n    bcaiiliful   SwisR-likr  villuge  in  the 
neigh buurlMiod,  wiu  proponed   and   agreed  on. 
Lady  Lenttrorth  and   Sir  Jaxper  exprrtsed   n 
wish  lo  be  introduced  to  tlte  Count,  uhidi  Me!- 
Hiont  pruniiMxl  to  do.     He  now  went  to  call  on 
bis  foreign  friend,  at  a  verj-  handsome  dwelling 
lie  had  reeunmended  to  htm,  during  his  sijavr 
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at  Cbellenhaiii.  facing  tbe  public  wftllu.  Iledid 
twi  fwg«l,  cither,  to  took  m  at  the  Priurr  Ham. 
where  be  wbs  a  iniivefsa]  favoiirite :  and.  ti  bet. 
Uk-v  dvtainctl  him  to  dine  thrre  thai  day.  and— to 
tDiroduni  ua  again  to  the  humours  of  the  l«Nr 
tfhfye.  and  its  dMirnctprs.  O'Csllagliaii  did  u^ 
lltu  least  exhibit  his  empreasentent  of  BHJuhctf 
ui  "ccing  him  agu»>  Tor  the  verj  resMio  thii  bt 
wished  to  wikmI  his  jealousy  of  our  hon  m  I 
»wy  drlicate  Mibjecl ;  in  a  word,  \w  bad  Ib|k4 
lltat.  Dou'  Mdmont  was  tiutrried,  and  that  ibm 
could  be  no  dauger  of  hift  running  off  witli  ibt  I 
fair  and  rich  widow,  Mn.  Adj^uk, — he  had  hnpfit,  j 
we  say,  that  ehp  was  now  po>«ib)v  In  be  a  prilt , 
for  himwir;  The  ccmwc  wiui  clear  to  |My  In* 
addmncs — no  Melnunit  in  the  wa^  ta  marmt, 
inlcvrtt,  or  (laz/le  her~and  cvlipM;  him ;  be  had 
hoped  he  shouhl  make  some  ground  in  addrvMC 
he  was  anxious  Ate  should   favour.     But,  «Im' 
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ftorfi  thing.  She  ihnm  cold  wnter  on  h\% 
advance* ;  bikI,  cnnsiY|u«ntty,  on  rej^rding  oup 
hero,  he  fett  hix  full  inferiority,  being  unuble  to 
win  (iirith  nil  hU  aiuiditiliffi,  ungainly  indeed. 
birt  nol  lew  nnXM>u»)  a  priw  wljidi  Melmont 
mi^ht  hnve  had  for  the  iwre  imk'mfr. 
*It  tnav  he  imagined,  then,  thai  with  hi«  impK- 
timee  pKn'okwl,  aiKl  hi*  »«IP*love  mortified,  h« 
regarded  o«r  hero  mart  «nc!  more  with  nn  evil 

I  eye  j  and  (somewhat  KVe  the  dog  in  the  manger), 
thongti  he  nnild  not  enjoy  the  prize  himself,' 
yet  be  was  >ngry  to  think  another  might  have 
liad  it  in  preference  to  himwif.  Great  (hen 
was  the  dudgeon  he  tncilly  cherished  in  hin 
"indignant  brrasi,"  afi  the  clauiai  have  it, 
againKt  hi*  farmer  rival,— whose  <iiialilieii  ImH 
■  iimde  •»  lasting  an  impression  on  tlte  fair  widow, 
thai  tliey  were  enough  to  supplant  her  incliiialion 
liltit^  any  one   el«e    she    at   preaeni    saw 
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aUwit  Iker— eerounly  himaelf,  O'CiilUgtttii.— 
Mark,  sins  1  the  cnnttKgurncc  .  .  .  Who  knon 
iMi  what  rcwjlve  mortified  self-love  will  no(  urp 
a  spirit  like  liU?  ....  "  Am  I  unm)r»Md, 
M<l  \in?"  fuuth  the  Ancient  in  the  pli;. 
Who  knows,  but  tl)«t  at  length  our  liUucraUtr. 
exaHperaled  beyond  the  power  of  self-cnntrad. 
may  feel  IiU  varm  Iri^b  blood  m>  mwk 
kindled,  that  hU  rage  ma^F  avow  itself  ■ 
Bome  hoMJIe  movement?  Tliia  we  must  IcBveto 
time  to  show.  At  preiecnt,  he  veiUxl  hi*  mo- 
thered dtMlgeon  vrith  as  hideous  a  grin  h  i 
was  poasrihie  for  him  to  elongate  his  hontyjin 
into  -.  Rt  DonnybrxKtk  fair  be  would  hav* 
made  lii«  fortune  in  gnining  hatftiU  nT  lit- 
pvnniex  for  such  a  feat  of  physiof>iMMnJ(;  tTislor- 
tion,  in  ijualily  of  down  io  front  of  a  show :  il 
the  Mimr  lime,  he  iiqueeKcd  bis  former  rmlV 
hand    with  such   potent   marks   of   ^licadsln(^ 
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tf)«t  tlie  Uiumb-screwH  of  the  toquUitioD  or 
SUr-Cliambcr  could  not  have  inflicted  greater 
torture.  This  operation  was  perforated  across 
the  table,  and  with  a  manner  strange  enough*— 
the  hand  being  polled  forward  by  an  ungainly- 
jwk  at  the  eH»ow,  a»  if  it  wcw  being  thrurt 
into  fire  for  a  punislmtent. 

"  We're  m  hapjiy  to  sec  yc,  «ure ! "  exclaimed 
O'CnIbgliJin,  at  ihe  same  time. 

"  We,  indeed,  felt  your  loss,"  said  "Sin. 
Aagiu;  "  we  were  quite  dull  without  you." 

O'Callagltan  was  Mung  to  lite  quick  at  this 
kind  remark  bestowed  on  hia  rival,  while  Md- 
ntont  bowed  to  the  fair  widow,  and  rrplk'd, 

*'  Indeed,  you  honour  m«  much ;"  at  the  ««ne 
time  be  a4l(ted  jocularly,  "only  conceive  what  a 
loter  miMt  I  liave  been !  for  if  you  were  senable 
of  the  l<KM  of  one  jieraon  in  my  absence  from  the 
party,  1  niu&t  have  felt  the  regret  niultiplied  by 


O'Callaghj 

"  bit  o'  Want 

"  Sure,  yii 

us  more  pleas 

the  whole  tfiir 

stray  Bhe^_( 

Scripture,  over 

than  ov«-  the  i 

""d    with   thon 

'^'ied,  in  an  aoi 

tenant  General  i 

lilten  your  retui 

with  one's  friendg 
'ng  on  the  quay  ( 

"  Upon    lay 
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ni^  it  will  be  desirable  in  me  to  sbseoi  mj^M^lf 
now  and  then  rnraHhort  tiroe,"  replied  MelnionI, 
Uughing,  and  taking  ihe  IrishmaD'a  hiarnev  f<>r 
what  it  watt  worth,  and  no  mure. 

**  la  Leamington  verj-  gay  at  present  ? "  asked 
Mrs.  Angus;   "  I  think  I  have  beard  you  say 
I  prefernil  Cheltenham." 

"  I  will  do  jiistiw  tn  lioth :  ir  I  am  ({Utilly 
dispooed,  and  an  invalid,  requiring  the  warm 
ahower-batli  and  a  jog  in  a  *  fly,'  by  way  of 
airing,  I^utaiingtm)  iit  jufit  lite  place  I  would  go 
to :  hut  this  suits  me  not !  Thin,  which  might 
aid  the  cure  of  some,  would  make  mv  ill !  I  like 
the  din  of  life,  the  variety  of  countenances,  the 
busy  nrnvcmcnt  of  animated  matter,  tlie  theme 
for  innocent  'quizzery,*  and  a  conuant  mmtw  of 
escape  from  amui, — and  one's  wlf  occB»to«ally 
—Oh,  I  much  prefer  ClH-llcnlinm  !" 

"o  1  you  are  now  all  in   praiie  of  RakHy  t 
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but  you  w«re  saying  to  roe  tlic  other  day,— «l» 
dancing,  for  instance,— that  you  weretixBffinX 
to  it,  aIU:t  the  campaign  of  a  London  SMmt- 
you  were  tired,  in  fact,  of  gaiety  !  ■" 

**  Yes;  but  if  you  remember,    I    made  » 
exception  in  favour  of  one  pvrson,  and  Atn  n 
the  only  one  with  whom  I  dnnccd,  or  fur  vte 
mj  ^irit   of   gaiety  acquired    any    llung  &> 
impulxe  1 " 
<«  You  mean— thv  then  Miss  LeatworthT' 
"  The  csc«ptian,  ««  loiricians  say,  prttns  tW 
rule !— and  now  when  I  praise  the  gaiety  of  lb 
place,  I  mean,  that  there  U  liveliDeKs  here,  if  (M 
wi>hes  to  partake  of  it,  rather  than  that  1  cm 
here  to  be  gay— for  what    I    said,    I   stiU  a^. 
that   after   a   campaign    through    the    hcttiea 
*  season,'  a  man  retires  to  the  country  to  be  quHd 
rather  llian  restica      But  I  know  not  how  a  i^ 
the  coteries  one  sees  here  are  so  different  fnw 
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thcMc  one  »ees  in  town,  that  the  novelty  of  thiN 
«mu!w»  me!  Many  respectable  ulil  country 
faiiiilivM  fluck  here  ia  the  summn',  aa  their  ^cxxon 
of  gaiety ;  many  inti-rcsting  and  excellent  Irinh 
families  ;—4nd  these  make  a  variety  in  the  mono* 
lunous  routine  of  the  everlasting  phalanx  uT 
'  London  aajuointiuiccs.'  Every  year  the  wainr 
living  phantasmagoria  6oats  r^ularly  by  one  • 
Vou  aee  tlieuunefai-eitappearingdullfromthrir 
rvgiilar  recurrence— the  yuung,  juttly,  K^'^infC 
uiuru  cixMs  and  diitsatiiiGed  aa  they  grow  older : 
their  hopes  delayed  or  {)i«appuinted  (I  speak 
of  fentoln  nturv  particularly  now)  of  getting 
'eMablished'  for  lifcf  tliai  it,  ntarried;  and  the 
yuung  men  beeumiug  old  bachelors— loHing  (he 
gacefu!  levity  of  youth,  without  acquiring  iht- 
decent  gravity  of  ttdnuiccd  life — unintcmting 
*  middle  u^ed '  men  I  One  seea  one's  own  years 
ix-dected  lu  the  *  advance  in  life '  bespoken  m 
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the  counteDancea  and  beariog  of  one's  cot^ ' 

|)orariefl All  ihiit  maty  be  coHftidrntl  w  i 

mere  fvcltng  of  inipaticncu,  disgttst,  or  Cuodi> 
outiu.'ss ;   yet  I  can't  help   feeling  it  I   (hoi^  I 
heaven  knows,  on  tlw  other  baiid,  1  am  gUd  ta 
a»eet  tny  friends  again— I  care  not  liow  often." 

"  I  confess,  1  think  there  is  a  little  uvuuruf 
rjnidsta  in  tliiH,"*  mid  Mrs  Angus ;  **  I  fear  nw 
have  'lived'  a  little  'loo  much'  in  your  tiiar, 
and  that  this  faslidiouBiHsa,  this  loaihins  ami 
impatience,  arises  frwn  b  little  uirfolinK— 
satiety  in  the  pleu«urvs  and  levities  of  Ufe— « 
it  not  so  P* 

MHinoiit  made  iw  nrjily ;  while  the  widn« 
ratitiiiued,  ■'  Unless  the  sentiment  you  exurett 
were  the  result  of  a  jaded  appetite,  and  of  a  muf- 
bid  (eniperantenl,  you  could  never,  at  your  tiiac 
of  life,  feel  or  speak  so  i  At  any  rate,  you  deserve 
credit  for  unmasking  nttd  throwing  off  tlie  di»- 
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guiir  which  ymi,  gcncrttlly  speaking,  carry 
so  fur  well, — that  do  one  would  imagine  vou 
felt  (IiHguBl  ai  the  gai«(y  you,  in  Iriith,  teem  ihv 
wannt^t  to  engage  in  ! " 

"  What  elw  clovs  one  do,  bul  play  a  pari  in 
(ociity !  Tt  is  btil  fair  to  unmask  one's  wif 
to  those  we  respect  and  like  eixiugh  to  plaee 
eonfidenoe  in,  and  to  unlKMom  otte'ii  m-JF  to, 
apart  from  the  din  of  the  world,  aixl  tiic 
ear  of  idlv  liMencrB* — (and  here  he  tltoiight  of 
Alice) — "  b«t  the  world  force*  one  to  be  hypo- 
critical, to  bear  about  the  mockery  of  plea«uie 
and  glee,  or  else  we  ahcnild  put  society  out  of 
countenance  '.  There  is  no  inan  wIk)  is  a  better 
philosopher  in  this  respect  than  tny  old  friend 
Sir  Jasper,  in  his  doctrine  of  keeping  up 
appeamnces." 

The  conversation  continued  :  and  was  rather 
ludicrounly  reuiToed  on  the  part  of  O'Callaghan 


903  «JT  OP  town: 

(impBticnt  to  totcrrupt  the  teU-d-UU  uT  ibeUf 
widow  Rod  Mvlnioiit),  by  his  htking  Uic  Uuer 
"if  h«  liked  whUkey?" 

"  In  the  IlighbiKls,  wheu  groiue^boolii^  1 
liked  It ;  I  hive  not  tasted  «ny  sinc«^" 

<*  If  ya  do  like  it,  herv's  some  iscclkK- 
Will  ye  taate  il  ?  Here,  take  this  whiskey  M 
Misther  Mclmoni,"  he  added,  seoding  il  rami. 

"  Potent,  indeed,  this  1 "  oaid  Alehnont,  pot- 
kcritig  up  his  lips,  afWr  applying  the  f^kwu 
them.  "  Liquid  fire  I  *  Usquebaugh  burnt  tk 
IriHlinian/aB  the  sung  saya,  indued  I  I  uubf- 
*tand  tltc  full  force  of  the  iitave  at  tbj*  ■»■ 
mcnt." 

■'  Oon't  you  like  it  f  asked  the  disooooenai 
O'Cailajftuin,  who  always  was  ann«d  with  hi 
favounlu  whiskvyat  dinner. 

"  It  is  a  little  loo  h(»t,  aiid  liaa  not  tW  peculitf 
taftte  of  tlie  *  piwt,'  wrhidi   I  am    fond  of  in  lb< 
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Scotch  whiskey;  though  I  dnre  say  it  is  very 
gocxi ;  btit  it  is  itnthtT  Glmtivct  nor  Farintosh." 

"  Ah  f  it  »hsll  be  vary  p»d,  ahall  it  t     I  cl<> 
awure  ye,  it  it  vhat  tlic  Msn^uis  of  A'  ■ 
(who  was  tiien   Lord   Li^tcnsnt   of   Ireland) 
always  ba&  for  bin  own  private  drinking!*' 

**  An  enviable  velbU" — n»d  lute  loo,  the 
Marquis  muot  bavei " 

**  Isn't  he  mir  l(Mxt-lieulefuint--«id  haBD'l  he 
made  whutkeylbrinking  fatliionaMe  !  " 

**  Of),  doiibtk>M — but  I  am  never  in  fashion.'' 
mid  Melmont. 

"  Never  in  fo^uon  I  Never**  a  long  <)nv  !  ~ 
eiclaimed  O^Callaghan.  **  I  thoiif^ht  ye  would 
everlw  in  it !  Ye  muni  reTonn  yourself  liere, 
ye  must ! " 

As  usual,  the  sound  of  rtrform  did  not  ewapr 
ihe  ears  (rf  Mr.  Fleming,  whoni  we  rccurdod  iit 
the  pnxHxIiDg  volume  to  have  been  an  eudlew 
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bore  on  the  subject  of  reform  and  cholcn :  «f 
Goune  be  applied  ihe  im|>ort  of  tbc  «unl  bi 
(iverbcartl  to  tbe  subject  of  all-engioesuift  iDton: 
— with  him  npi-cuUljr. 

"  Refonn,  dtd  you  my  ? — aye,  it  is  nwcti 
wanted,  indvi-dl  Was  the  ainendmeiii  carbrt). 
Mr.  Molmont,  the  other  nigbt  •"' 

Our  hvm,  u  Ufual,  wheit  Mr.  FlcnuB( 
addri-vaed  him  on  cither  rvfonn  or  cholera.  M 
his  best  to  lurD  «sid«  the  current  of  the  rvDiaii. 
and  replied, "  AmiiMjiiieiil — did  rousav? — Oh. 

Yes!    in  the  Duke  of  ^ *s  health— *«; 

great,  I  think.    Far  less  bilioiu,  bin  compUuacn : 
it  was  the  colour  of  gauibogc  a   week    or  lira 

ago,  and  now  it  is  only  o  hutf  colour ' 

**  No,  that  w««  not  exactly  what  I  waa  asla^ 
about— it  was  ihvauii-fldmcint  io  tlic  lie— " 

•'  la  the  road  to  Tewkesbury  fnxii  C'heltco- 
hum.      Oh,   very   great  indeed  !       Abominalib 
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— ;th«  old  road  is  quite  infamous ;  niU  io  which 
jrou  onuld  bury  a  liogsbead ;  upwtlingtt  at  e%-«ry 
inilestotie.  There  mK  the  men  aquatted  on  their 
hams,  cracking  stone*,  like  a  phalanx  of  apcf 
nut-cracking " 

**  Ho,  no,  I  did  no4  pvvcitwiy  Rhii[w  my 
rvmarlta  in  thnt  din^ctioii .  ..." 

**  Oh,  tbc  other  dtm-iion— ihc  other  rnnd  ! 
Ay,  that  was  bod  enougli,  too  (— n*s  all  the 
Munelhing,  north)  wuih,  earn,  or  west,  M'Adani's 
glory  iH  equally  great — n  monuauntum  querris, 
circHmapice — eycrywliere  you  are  reminded  nf 
his  fanw." 

Poor  Fleming  thought  it  «as  of  little  use 
continuing  the  suhject  on  which  ti  nppcaral  lo 
bim  that  our  hero  wan  ratlier  hard  of  hearing. 
How  he  hod  the  temerity  to  venture  so  far  ns 
he  did,  ffu  know  not,  after  the  domi-wttinj^  oe 
nnuvmber   hia  having  recnvcd   wnw  cha)>u-n 
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iMck,  DOBsiiniUr&ubjecu  I>cspairiDg of  gamig 
any  omt  to  sj^mpatbiBe  with  him,  iu  tiis  doiic 
of  wading  through  Ui«  "  Refnrtn  queetion,*  fc« 
tried  to  shift  bis  grtniiul  to  hi»  other  fa«mik 
topic,  th«  '*  Choleia  question,"  which  Mlenipi  it 
was  our  iKfu's  iMisiuc-sis  as  umio],  to  diven,  ^ 
aaniliilaie  aa  well  as  he  cotild*  likv  ao  o^ 
laclidan. 

Mr.  Fleming,  after  deli>>crate)y  npning  »m 
wine,  placed  down  his  ghws  and  graveW  ia- 
quired, 

'*  By  the  by,  —  hare  you  hewd  the  kauit 
aocounta  of  tlic  progrvss  of  tlii'  chulcrn  f  ~ 

"  ProgreM     of     the >   I      bvx     W 

pnrduii,"  said  Mdnuxit,  "  I    dii]     not    precivli 
hear." 

"Ofthedwlera?" 

"  Of  th«  Nigtr  !  oh  yes  !  Lander  hu 

"  NO|  no,  no !  I  did  iwi  mcan^ " 
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"  — Settled  the  c|ueMion  without  a  dotibt :  it 
dot*  iK>t  ff}  into  the  I^ak«  TcliJid,  but  is  con- 
tinued on  in  [Ik-  Quorra        " 

••No,  no!" 

••Wliich  diM-harges  Jlsdf  intu  (he  Hight 
of  Benin.  Are  you  thinking  of  making  an  ex- 
|>vdition  into  that  quarter  ? "  continued  Melmoitt, 
affecting  a  ludicrous  wonder ;  "  very  interesting, 
doubtleM,  but  wtnewhat  adveDlurous !  You 
will  write  your  travels  of  course  I  " 

Certainly  poor  Fleming  was  taken  further 
here  than  he  ha<l  bnrgnined  (or;  he  knew 
the  [tent  lie  tipokv  of|  had  truvellifd  from  Aiiit  to 
Eurupe,  but  wan  nut  pre|Mrf<)  tn  follow  it,  in  the 
preeent  inatanue  at  leflst,  to  Africa. 

*'  No,  no,  my  dear  air,  we  are  wandering 
N  little  from  the  point;  I  was  n^ing  aliuut 
the  progrcu  of  the  cliolera." 

>*  Oh,  1  bi-g  your  putkm  I — a  ihuuiand  [wr* 
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don»— tlic  pR^Tvn  of  Collins  the  Moclc -broker  — 
Oil,  a  very  liad  one  !— he's  ruined  t  — bc^s  a  b«ni- 
nipt  '—he  was  alvraya  a  mauvaix  gt^ft .'— U* 
pmgrcss  was  like  the  Itaki^'s  progre^ !-(»'» 
gooK  to  the  dogs ! — there's  an  end  of  hint  '.— 
no  one  remembers  him  !  ^-Jwt  llitaa  1 — he't 
nunilK-red  with  those  that  were  I  and  an  iw 
more  ! sod  fellow,  ihat  Cullins  1 " 

"  My  dww  Kir,  it's  very  odd  I  cantKit  make 
you  catch  my  word*.  I  aakcd  jou  lo  gtvi 
rue  II  lilUe  accuuut  of  li>e  diole-    ~^ 

"  Give  you  n  httU-  cauliflower  \  Gt>d  blr« 
n>c — I  couldn't  imagine  what  you  were  aakiue 
for.  Bring  roe  Mr.  Fleming**  plate.  I  beg  tti 
tlwuMnd  p»r(lcin» ! " 

'•  Oh  dear  !  dear ! "  nud  the  disca«nfit«d 
Fleming  to  Itimxelf,  despairing  of  eliciting  anv- 
liiing  on  his  favourite  topics,  "  veil,  I  suppvc 
I  muil  follow  hjs  Bubjcct,  if  be  won''t    rulluM 
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mine;"    wlwn,  aJdncMing    Mdnrant,  he    con- 
tinued, 

"No,  I  thank  you,  no  cauliflower  for  me: 
if  you  wish  to  give  me  lh«  difxtnler  whkh  I 
drvat]  !M>,  that  is  tike  very  ihing  to  oi-cauon  it!" 

"Oh  no!  Art  ihou  sairvd,  Mr.  Fleming,  by 
tlii>  drath<ii)-the-pot  pItantoD)  I  Fyv,  sir,  fye ! 
Hnrc  a  stout  hvarl,  nnil  with  this  and  ■  vUidt 
iKMiflitution  you  aay  atlocJt  cauhllowrr  and 
tlic  whole  vcgctablf  family  with  impunity  '. 
What!  do  you  consider  every  innocent  polulu 
in  an  nmbuKoide  for  this  ugly  exotic  to  pop 
out  of,  and  strangle  you  •  Pshaw,  pshaw.! " 

"  Yoti  re  right,  MJsther  Melnxmt,  you're 
right,  there'ii  no  luirm  in  a  poiaf^y  !  "  inicrjmtfd 
U'Callaghan,  delighted  [o  Imr  tliv  lavoiinie 
vqnetabtc  of  liU  native  bugs  vindicated  amongat 
udwrs.     Melintint  continuetl  his  raillery. 

Kat,  est  away,   kale  or   cauliHower,   pea 
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to  d^pMt  without  a  prooiiBe  that  he  would  dine 
again  tlic  next  day,  or  dny  after,  with  hit  friefld.-> 
at  the  Priory :  and  as  we  may  have  a  chance  of 
introducing  to  the  reader  a  ne»  oddity  or  two. 
for  our  hero  to  "  show  up,"  as  it  ia  called, 
wc  shall  not  permit  him  to  decline  the  invi- 
talion.  Bi-fore  he  went  away,  he  informed  Mrs. 
Aii^uH  that  the  Lentworthit  were  going  to  ukt.- 
d  trip  to  the  benutirul  village  of  Birdlip,  nm) 
axked  lier  lo  accompany  ttieni,  in  which  she 
willingly  complied ;  the  trip  waa  fixed  for  a 
day  Of  two  hence. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 


THE     BUMUVBS    O'    A    "TABLK     D'hOTI 


castijniaB. 


V.I   qup   Hans  Ic*  ronvpntions  failes    entre  les  homiBB  ta 
iij    ilif  n.iLurc-  IIP  hiTjJl    [iresijuf     jamais     i|u'uu    tingnilut 
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lin!  Withoul  niatin>aii<)  mivy,  oiid  (he 
Jaundiced  eye  and  ttw  cree(Hng  pelly  Mfnril, 
^tould  we  know  what  arr  the  attribuieaofnuignn. 
nimitj  and  diuntcrestcdness, — a  noble  khiI  con- 
fiding in  its  own  lofUoesH  and  purity, — and  the 
gcm-rous  spirit  that  scortii  ainl  nauseates  the 
"  ntJjrm  sHervm  loUginU?'*  No,  to  be  sure  not  • 
Well,  then,  if  things  on;  known  only  hy  euntnui, 
aiMl  BN  we  are  indebted  to  evil  for  ^>d,  why 
lilts  forcts  UK  to  uckriowk'dgc  the  imradox  of 
irvil  bi-inf;  {HMuivc-ly  a  good!  and  tt>c  'bright* 
and  Uic  'clever,'  and  the  animating  particle  uf 
the  aodaJ  ataitnphere.  is  hi>ncL>  also  indebted  for 
it8  li^t — for  the  very  fount  of  ita  curuwaliona— 
Id  tlu-  vacant  uhacurity  of  tituse  it  daxzte*  by  its 
rayH :  hence  another  paradox — that  tiitti  darkiK-M 
is  actually  the  source  of  light !  In  ihin  Neiitinient, 
which  curwrily,  we  think,  escaped  the  lip>  of 
Dur  bcFO  onoe  before,  Kxne  tittle  tintc  ago,  at 
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to  the  lighter  iu>d  brighter  portioit  of  society, 
which  wo  havt'  already  declared  to  be  absolutelv 
Divi.'ssary  to  cnabli;  us  to  get  Bt,  or  know  what 
i«  this  lighter  aiHl  bri^ler  portion. 

The  two  woflbies  we  are  now  to  introduce 
to  the  reader,  were,  doubtless,  a  moet  respectable 
[wtr :  Mid  if  s  portrait  is  rv^iuircd  nt  tlmo  tu 
place  tlieii)  bi-ttrr  iN.-fure  the  reader,  we  titaU 
obwnc  timt,  like  ttie  nuijnuiiiiinou.t  Tydeui^  they 
were  both  of  ibem  anuU  in  stature,  -  bow  fnr 
taagnaniinous  Id  hhiI,  m  Tydcus  itt  reitrmentiil 
to  have  been,  we  will  nut  utay  to  discua» :  one  of 
these  gentlenieD  wan  renutrkabic  fur  wearing  liia 
hair.  whi<rh  was  a  very  brilliant  red,  in  straight 
Klriogs  over  a  very  huge  and  dttpruportioned 
head,  tiiniilar  to  the  fa&hton  of  Hugh  Strap, 
hanging  down  like  a  pound  of  candles  or  rat 
tsib:  tbc  other  gentleman's  hair  was  black,  bin 
head  equally  disproportJoned  to  his  stature :  tliv 
name  of  oiie,  woe  ftlr.  Uolofemes  M<^g,  ihti 
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Dolitary  state  of  fxi»l«nce.  Soch  irer«  lh« 
mental  c)iarac(eristics  nf  Iho  gcntlenuD  our  hem 
cksignated,  for  convenience'  nake,  the  'red  dwarf,' 
but  whom  we  «aU  Mr.  Mogg,  or.  Mr.  Holo< 
femes  M(^,  Mr.  Orubbinti,  {or  ll)e  '  Wiick 
dw«rf,M  wu  famous  on  his  part,  for  having  («m 
opinions  on  iimwI  fluhject«  and  nercr  bring  able 
to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  either, — being  much 
in  the  nituaiion  (m  the  discerning  reader  will 
percpiYe)  of  the  donkey  between  two  bundles  of 
hay,— in  whidi  uiitalising  and  pu/zUng  nlua- 
lion  it  is  uid,  tital,  the  attraction  on  either  side 
drawing  him  with  equal  potency  both  to  the  right 
and  left,  the  long-eared  wonderer  will  stand 
at  a  nonpluH,  straight  in  the  middle,  without 
turning  to  either. 

.■The  nmrivial  party  at  tlie  Piiory  \<m  nothing 
in  amiuement  by  ibis  change  in  the  scaaoning 
of  its  intellectual   entertainment   at  the  tabW 
vou  it.  L 
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d'bAw:  it  m  hflp])cucd.  that  Mclmoot,  m\x>  wm 
tru«  u>  his  vngngcment  to  diuo  there  thtt  4ff, 
waa  boooured  by  ihese  two  phila3K>|)hcTs  in  that 
addreieuDg  |»iin,  in  (larticular,  as  worthiest  tki 
ulitic-e.  The  aune  day,  at»o,  trlncb  wUd 
the  importation  of  tbe»e  eages,  exhibited,  naw- 
over,  th«  addilioo  of  two  of  the  Cuicr  «& 
wluKU  wc  mention  in  particular,  a*  thvy  attncad 
tbo  noticvof  oiir<ltsccrniag  f^iloeophers :  cmd 
these  good  women  talked  mucb,  and  was  uhIh^ 
pily  afflicted  with  St.  Vitua's  daoce:  sb«  pdB» 
pally  attracted  ibeatientioa  of  Mr.  Mo^vii 
Keeraed  to  admire  her  as  an  eccentridtr  ari 
genius:  in  aooth,  she  would  have  made  a  a^ 
genial  helpmate  for  him  in  the  world  of  ici- 
tilde,  where  he  (according  to  RousMau)  waM 
gladly  have  retired  to  philusopbutr;  nwaip* 
indL-ed  was  she !  diflerent  (torn  any  thiiv  mV- 
lunury  tD  the  shape  of    woman  be  (or  anr 
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MK  else,)  hail   yet,  set 


on  I   she  had  a 


I 


I 


which 


doubtless  had  rharms 


singular  ^ 

hhii,  of  running  oa,  when  she  spoke,  into  tong 
tirades  till  she  was  <nit  of  brrath,  much  in  the 
way  that  one  of  the  inspired  pupila  of  the  late 
Kdwnrd  Irving  has  been  dc«cribcd  as  doing,  when 
giving  vmt  to  the  efl*uflon«  of  the  "  dWtne 
ornclc."  This  "ajffbttuit"  we  rcmpmbcr,  wu 
Mid  to  declare  itwlf  In  certaia  "  unknown 
tougues,"  or  giblmish,  through  the  mouths  of 
some  "  saintly  few,"  —  wc  may  add,  tatntly 
hypooitv*  and  blatphetnem,— and  trust  indeed 
they  were  *'  few."  If  the  lady  we  have  just 
described  (xxMcssetl  an  agreeable  tdngularity  of 
nimiier  and  delivery,  the  other  fair  caw  wr  mcn- 
tlotKtl,  was  no  IcM  interesting  in  a  diServnt  way, 
— nay,  in  an  entirely  opponic  way ;  die  scnrcely 
ercr  nud  any  thing,— and  when  she  did,  it  was 
altered  in  so  low  a  tone  that  there  never  wa» 
L  S 
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site  offered  him  Mime  of  a  dUJi  before  him  ; 
but,  before  the  philusophcr  could  make  up 
hiM  luind  as  to  eating  it,  it  was  all  'helped' 
and  sent  away  lo  otlicr  directions.  ThJs  atuy 
opfwar  s  little  of  a  caricature,  but  it  is  impo*- 
aible  to  apeak  in  measured  or  moderate  terms  uf 
what  are — perhaps  sometimes  morbid  eccentrid- 
bCB — but  oftCQf  mere  impcruDcncea  and  conceiln 
uf  those  who  suOer  tltcir  iiuiite  and  ridiculouK 
vanity,  (for  this  is  the  principle,)  to  make  iliem 
lingular,  quiuical,  and  boring,  for  the  sake  of 
acquiring  something  like  the  reputation  of  being 
'characters,' — for  the  lack  of  any  jusler  claim 
)be  held  iu  conaidenlioD !  We  are,  there* 
lore,  strongly  inclined  to  suspect  that  moel,  or  a 
great  proponion  of  the  oddities,  as  thry  »n 
called,  (and  certainly  fools  and  bores,  one  too 
otUst  tai-cts,)  aro  impelled  to  b«  so,  from  the  weak 
inotive  we  have  cxprcwed.  We  may,  pcriiape, 
thank  tbinn  for  this,  for  tiicy  attain  the  end  of 
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•*  Whatever  you  like,"  said  Mehoont.  Bui 
here  agnin,  before  the  philosopher  i»ulcl  cxMne  to 
a  sntisfnctory  conclusion  as  to  wltidi  wum  bv«t  for 
him— dock,  ^lierry,  or  any  otlicr  wine, — Mt-lax^nt 
hud  drunk  yrioe  with  Mrs.  Ai^jus— ami,  [wr- 
haps,  two  or  three  other  persons  t>e»idi^  If 
this,  agtun,  is  considered  a  caricatun^  we  repeat 
wc  arc  glad  tlius  to  mark  the  absurdity  <^  dia- 
ncter  before  u»,  and  purposely  wisli  to  exhibit  it 
atmi^y.  Our  attention,  however,  is  here  allied 
to  another  part  of  tlic  table,  whore  our  cooipas- 
■icu  will  at  leu^  be  a-i  much  excited. 

Metmont  was  eonversing  with  Mr.  Grubbins 
without  being  able  to  bring  him  to  a  concln- 
aion  on  anything,  when  their  coarenatitm  was 
interrupted  by  a  aomcwhat  shrill  clamoor  in 
anotlicr  direction,  lower  down  the  table.  Our 
hero,  looking  to  scv  tlie  quarter  wheooe  H  pn*- 
cceded,  perceived   tbc  lady   (whom  we   spoke 
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of  M  a  patient  labouring  under  St.  Vitui'i  iaet, 
but  whom  Mdmont  pronounced  to  be  >  &nb 
what  is  good-huroouredly  called  ''  cracbd,*) 
holdiiig  forth  with  great  warmth  of  iaienstui 
moch  energy  of  action  (wtirthv  of  the  Ajouxd 
St.  VitUK)  on  the  hardship  and  injiutict  d 
ladies  not  bdtig  pt-rmittcd  to  have  volaa 
elections  (s  subject  which  lias  bec-n  Uttly  a* 
ptidned  of  t>y  other  lad)e»  its  well  aa  herwlf)i-> 
nay,  even  seats  in  parliament,  or  in  a  jurv-lxn! 
Melmont  had  repvatetlly  heard  In  these  tiaai 
when  inlvllect  and  feforni  have  marched  w  £v, 
of  women  being  inspired  by  political  enthiiam 
to  demand  taking  a  part  in  public  matters  (u  i> 

the  instance  of  a  certain  clever  lady at  LH<lt> 

we  think),  but  never  Iwd  he  seen  ao  gioriooi » 
instance  of  uniniutioa  on  this  «ubjt!ct  as  in  tbr 
heroine  now  present.  Being  williog  to  hunMr 
her  whim,  lie  |)oliti-ly  npjiroached  bcr  after  dinnsr. 
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H  and  tendered  his  services  to  draw  up  u  pi-liuon  to 
■  parliament  for  her  himself,  on  all  the  intcxvstiDg 
W  topics  she  had  to  warmly  launched  out  upon  in 
behalf  of  her  Ul-uscd  sex.  Uut  if  Mehnonit  iras 
amused  with  thi»  sagv  pc-ttico»t  politician,  her 
admirer,  Mr.  (lolofcrnes  Mogg,  ws&  transported 
with  wunder  aiid  admiration  at  her  >  astonishing 
tatenU  and  public  spirit,'  as  far  as  the  'feminine 
public'  wen-  concerned;  and  mPily  the  'majcu- 
line  public'  too, — which  portion  i&  fiur  too  gallant 
and  subniisiMve  to  the  other,  not  to  acquiesce  m, 
praise,  and  promoie  nay  meaBure  for  the  aggran- 
disement of  the  fairer  portion  of  the  oonimuDity. 
The  ladies  declare  that  the  reason  the  manly 
part  of  society  will  not  admit  them  iota  a  partl- 
cipatJon  of  public  aJTairsi  »,  becauso  it  droadt 
the  Mipcriurity  of  their  taleni,  of  which  it  is 
jealous, — and  fearful,  if  once  ihcy  ore  permiltrd 
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to  uke  a  part  in  public  a&ira,  they  will  1b  ■ 
the  soveraigD^  here,  a»  they  now  are  in  mvum 
at  private  and  domestic  life.  This  mar  b 
•11  rtrj  true,  and  is  a  very  fair  oomptimeat  toi 
T«ry  *  fair  subject.'  'Ilie  admirer  of  our  {» 
lent  lady  politician  was  perhaps  (being  n  uii 
a»  he  was  dull)  a  little  jealous  <if  the  ptcam  ii 
talent  and  energy  she  exhibited ;  aod.  to,  bov 
determined  not  to  be  nutdtHic  by  bcr,  he  oM- 
menced  launcliing  forth,  with  quadrupled  ytH^ 
bility  and  warmth,  on  all  his  favouriie  h'baal 
topics, — coondering  that  a  fair  oppartunin  bi 
been  afforded  him  for  the  exprvttsion  uf  htt  m» 
timcnts,  and  a  clue  offered  to  vrandertn^  thTaagb 
the  wholo  labyrinth  of  his  '  liberal '  al»unlili» 
Aooordinj^y  he  ooanmenccfl  induJgine  ta  i» 
favourite  invecdves  a^nst  the  folly  aud  endtr 
of  establishing  a  eetof  arti6dal  cxclaaoBand 


L. 
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mortificalionK  tu  a  f^rcut  part  uf  the  community, 

I  by  adopting  a  >calc  of  ranks  which  only  pain* 
pered  and  flattered  the  vanity  of  a  cxmiparative 
&w.  Of  courte  this  cause  of  lamentation  »-aa 
not  imacLtxiipanHfl  with  llint  of  deckriog  lite 
I  injustice  also  of  inequality  cS  goods  and  po»> 
•eeaians, — together  with  many  other  such  absu  nl 
frantic  •aliic*,  vhidi  have  been  refuted  a  thou- 
sand tliousand  times  with  renewed  force  and 
multiplied  ridicule. 

When  this  orator  Iiad  pretty  wdl  rxhniMift 
tbe  xti«ngth  of  his  lunjEts  Mchnont,  who  had 
ui  a  idivnt  listener,  and  had  heard  his  hnmnfttK:- 
with  ineffable  contempt,  now  addreiawd  liinncir 
iM  Mn.  Angus,  who  sat  next  bim,  loud  onoufHi 
to  be  hnrd  by  the  driveltiog  politician  wbu  had 
jutt  been  expoaing  himaelf. 
«."  How  amueing  it  is,"  said  our  hcra,  **  tn 
'    hear  people  who  have  no  kaamltdge  of  the 
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female  advocate  for  juries  wul  senators  of  the 
foirrr  *tn.  Mrs.  Aogox  on  this  point  coulil  not 
help  remarking  to  tiur  lii-n>— 

*'  Do  you  not  thitilt,"  nh*'  mid,  Bonifwhat  ur> 
caiUicslly,  "it  would  be  ratiief  moraUv  iinprupi-r 
far  ladies  to  find  tbeni«etv«s  mixed  up  witb  a 
tadety  of  g«itleiii«n  in  a  public  debate  ? — it 
would  surely  be  eening  propriety  very  much 
nt  detiance." 

"  Inagine,"  said  Melinoiii,  laughing,  "the 
agreeable  diongt:  in  llie  dulitnw  of  ntuation  ■ 
jury  must  find  it»ir  in,  on  being  locked  up  all 
nif^t — how  pivnanc  tike  rejief  of  a  p«rty  of 
ladie>!" 

**I  &*r  we  ladies,"  replied  Mr«.  Angua. 
'*  with  the  beat  inteotion  to  belter  things  anti  at 
tfae  same  tune  vindicate  our  own  dignity  in  the 
moral  scde,  must  leave  the  6etd  of  politics  and 
judicial  iD4uiry  lu  your  en..    I  iliinL  uur  von)^ 
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and  the  vish  for  sovervign^  (asChaucer'i,ari 
Dryden'«*  atory  after  hia,  ny  we  poMMSiliB 
sufficientlv  gratified  by  our  taking  the  loud  a 
all  privale  matters ;  we  may  be  utufied  ^ 
being  at  tfac  head  of  all  cstablbfaiDmis  «ilii> 
doors.  As  for  puUic  drudgery,  we  need  M 
envy  you  mm  tho  trouble." 

"I  think  not, indeed.  Yoa  Imvc  uttered mr 
sense,"  ontioucd  Melniunt,  "  in  what  yuo  fam 
just  said  than  all  the  frenzied  upboldcn  nf  tlw* 
ing  the  establishtd  brms  of  society  were  mf 
capable  of  oomprehendiDg." 

"Frenzied I  do  you  consider  tbaeccaoKi^ 
tious  persoDB,  who  would  wixh  to  better  dwp 
and  remedy  abuses?  "  asked  Mr.  Mc^g.  abtk 
piqued. 

"  Y««,"  repliod  Metiuoot,  '« frviuued  1  <ri 
th«Di — most  frvoued :  oot  one  of  them  amtff 
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henttf,  in  tbe  lint  pUco,  how  things  roally  and 
practically  BUnd, — tlivrcforc  lie  is  not  cumpctcnt 
lu  jtMlgv  how  th«y  may  be  bcttt-ml.  I  grant 
you  he  can  make  thooi  a  grrat  deal  worse  by 
disjointmg  them  on  tlw  Ivrcr  of  somv  abauid 
tbwKy." 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think,"  said  the  dw&rtiah 
Rufus,  "  that  the  man  you  call  fmuted  u  no 
nKnr  so  than  tboee  who  differ  from  him,  per- 


Meb>ont  Bmiled  to  see  the  litllu  Aram/  piqued, 
and  remarked  coolly — 

"What  you  say  amounts  precisely  to  the 
rorroburauon  of  my  argunient,  that  the  idle 
dieorist  is  craxy ;  for,  according  to  the  comnwa 
saying,  the  madman  answers,  exactly  as  you 
have  answered  for  him  ;  when  be  is  charged 
_  with  being  mad,  he  answers  by  a  *ht  9H09W* — 
I   he  calls  you  *  the  some.'    I  will  grant  you  thus 
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far,  however,  ihat  the  world  in  its  nunul  » 
mtnadonH  too  much  copies  the  eMmpir  nf  ik 
madmao  ;  for  one  half  of  it  jg  never  htppj  bn 
whcD  it  is  railing  tu  the  otiier  ai  IVuix  ■ 
foolish.  Again,  however,  I  tnaintaiD  lluu  At 
man  wlw  would  tliink  aiscording  to  ihe  opam 
of  things  you  havi-  laid  dnwn.  would  be  iwlr 
frenxied ;  he  praieii  about  tilings,  I  Kver,  of  «M 
)k  doe«  not  fully  undtrrKtaiid  the  mcrita,  or  iW 
bearings  on  »ocialIiap|)ines»;  he  cnuns  his  bfld 
into  hit  mine  of  alMurdity,  and  tliinkx  iawet 

(living  into  a  ininv  of  moral  wealth, tnach' 

th«  EJtnpIe  ostrich  crama  ita  head  tntu  ih«  turf 
fancying  itself  safe, — and  because  it  doa  V 
itsdf  Mc  the  assailibiliiy  frmn  without  wladi  il 
presents,  believes  itself  unassailable  !  " 

Mr.  Jochabed  Gruhlnna  here  interposed.  Ui! 
to  no  other  efTect  than  solemnly  tn  dedans  *'  hr 
cxnild  ns  yet  conie  to  no  concluuoa  on  the  sub> 
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ject,  hift  mind  not  bdng  made  up,  and  aa  he 
^^ilBsircd  our  hero  to  asaist  hun  in  this  ot>j«ct, 
Melnwnt  accordingly  proceeded  to  oblige  hiui, 

**  You  can't  make  up  your  mind,  you  «ay, 
which  is  tlic  best— the  preeent  organtBatioo  of 
aodvty  in  the  rule  of  ranks,  and  the  une<)ual, 
yet  more  advantageous,  distribution  of  |)u*k»- 
•icna, — or,  on  the  other  hand,  uniform  equality  i 
You  say  you  canl  Ivll  which  of  these  to 
prefer?" 

The  little  gentleman  &hook  hi»  head— he  was 
no  nvorcr  aooncluBion. 

■*  Well,  then,"  »)d  Alelmont,  *>  1  will  idl 
you  first  of  all.  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
this  uniform  e<juality,— a»  1  will  explain ;  aod  I 
should  realty  consider  it  a  utelra*  waste  of 
breath  to  say  a  word  on  tlic  vubjoct,  unlem  it 
were  that  in  this  time  uT  excitement,  as  in  former 
ones,  tlwrt  are  many  infatuated  wretches  cryin;; 
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fore,  caanol  hare  all  men  equal,  and  if  all  these 
diiTerent  causes  make  one  man  so  much  hif^her 
ur  lower  than  another,  what  difivrcm-c,  in  fact 
Mid  realiljr,  doea  a  mere  rariely  of  oomcnclature, 
such  OS  exists  in  tlw  distinguishing  appollations 
of  ranks  and  titles,  make  after  all?  In  Ami- 
nes— in  a  republic — the  same  dUfereoce,  in 
eS«ct,  exists  of  divisiims  and  degrees  in  society 
as  with  us  in  a  nkunardiy,  only,  what  is  better 
with  us, — life  is  (.-mbeUiKlKc)  and  manners  mora 
exalted— ve  liare  a  great  deal  more  of  ilie 
essence  of  good  and  highly  dvilitcd  breeding, 
which  is  assumed  (and  often  burlesqued)  tiuMv, 
—and  wliich  they,  llie  citizens  of  the  repulilic^ 
would  ghidly  aJTcd  Ut  have,  but  wltich  cannot 
exiat  wiUtuut  that  Mi|X!rior  character  given  to 
society  by  grades  o(  distineuon,  and  (be  man- 
ikcrs  of  a  court.  It  may  be  oboencd,  too,  bovr 
much  mure  agreeably  iitdividttaSjf—a&  well  as 
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OMTCWuntiy  of  «  civilised  age,  it  is— tint  ik 
rvsfMcL  due  to  aiiy  social  aMcvodeacf  shouU  k 
gfiervtl  to  MiniiHhiajT  niai-e  exallrd  than  l\m»» 
did  claim  of  mere  inonvyed  iai|)ortaticc— e  iM 
be  very  rouult  the  cawt  In  America  :  beade^bi 
OmU:  wttere  there  are  no  ranks,  oo  di^itfi' 
bouour,  nor  nay  adiniitod  'aculc  of  prvwdnw. 
■be  toidciicy  in — that  nil,  being  cquala,  fed oe- 
sdouR  of  a  stubborn  pnde,  and  an  ioditfwaQ* 

111  beud  or  give  iray  to  eadi  other, iIk  lalonL 

as  well  as  probable,  consequence  of  which  b^ 
want  of  sociability  and  aflabledeniesnuur.Mi) 
de^;enG«u;y  into  rudeoess,  vulgiuity,  and  tangr 
iieas.  Why  not, — if  you  must  Imve  the  tabned 
society  formed  in  difierent  stories, — why  nut  ^ 
put  thedooorations  iiM.  embelliah  it,  and  itariv 
it  oKHt  agreeable  to  look  at  as  well  as  isiubiL' 
If  it  is  to  be  in  ditl'erent  storii^  oik  bigbertiv 
the  olbtr,  the  only  (iiffcrcnov  a  Uule  rnibftfi*- 
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tnent  make*,  is  to  Intprore  and  beautify  the 
fiibHc !  It  niton  not  AsvntialljF  iu  structure 
at  all !  Wliy  twt,  I  n-pent  then,  unoe  such  it 
the  cne,  gire  rhc  ornament  that  adds  chnnn  (o 
I  the  thing  itM'lf?  The  case  >«  so  plain,  that  it  ia 
not  irorili  while,  vxcept  in  addreuing  ihc  most 
heaoned  for  ttw  abolition  of  rank*,   to  wute 

I  one's  breath  more  upon  it.  It,  however,  I  were 
asked,  what  «tite  and  mannas  of  life  were  bvM 
for  men  to  dwell  in,  I  should  say,  in  thai  stat* 

I  which  ficmanded  good  breeding,  ae  the  principle 
of  itftsoda)  inttrcounc.  This  ismiunly  gained 
1^  a  ayMttn  of  ranks,  which  retjuire  proper  and 
decent  foim ;  politcni.-«s— courtesy— «ven  cer^ 
toony — which  is  all  good,  although  artificial. 
Why  good?  yofi  may  i».k— bccausr  it  fosters 
and  koi-p<  alive  a  fpiril  of  fori>e)iranoe,  wbicli 
hnrmoniscs  and  soften^  man,  renders  him  better 
as  well  as  more  agreeably  and  approaches  to 
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the  principle  of  Chrifttinnity  itsrlf; — to  dood 
to  ay  wlint  »  aunt  afrreeahle  to  thow  sbmn  a 
(I  Bponk  gtmemlljr) ; — to  contribute  as  muthm 
wo  cut  in  nuiking  those  about  us  pkaard,  a 
«me,  itnd  happy ;  and  in  forbenring.  oo  ^ 
other  httiu),  from  doiog  or  saying  that  vludi  & 
on  d»e  coiitrafy,  p«mfiil,  rude,  galling,  dbfust- 
itig,  and  disagreeehlc.  I  say  there  b  no  do«ti 
tluit  n  state  of  society,  mainly  fuetering  thu  firi»J 
dpttt,  b  the  conditioa  where  the  gresteat 
of  luppinew)  b  likely  to  be  caai|MBaed 
enjoyed — und  MKh  a  state  is  our  own." 

If  this  was,  perhaps,  nthcr  a  long 
of  opinion  on  tlw  |iait  of  our  bero,  the  fafij 
present,  by  the  attcntioo,  and,  indeed,  v3B>^ 
nesswilh  which  they  listened,  did  not  indiair 
that  they  ihouglit  it  too  protracted,  or  tiniiee» 
sarily  xo,  after  the  silly  tirades  that  had  bi« 
ventilated  ud  iIk  opposite  ude  of  thu  quealiiK 


Oa  the  foattaryt  our  bcro  was  ratbi-r  4»nipU- 
meiilvd  tlwa  oUturwite  for  baring  pUoetl  ibc 
fiufajoci  in  so  fair,  m  w«11  bs  jual  a  light,  aad 
for  reficuing  it  from  the  vulgar^  ttarrow,  a  priori 
constructions,  that  iDcnn  and  thollow  minds 
alone  can  address  tbcmselvcv  to  and  understand. 
■  1'kv  approlntion  yielded  to  Mclmont,  whose 
voice  had  been  sloue  li^teoed  to,  was  felt  as  a 
reproof  hy  Uie  duiirfish  Ktifui,  whose  opiniom 
weru  iJius  indirectly  anftwerad.  He  rramincd 
ga|iiug,  na  our  hero  Hpokc,  am)  iutd  not  tlw 
lUBurancc  to  cackle  out  any  objection.  So  mudi 
ascendancy  has  not  only  superior  axgumetit,  but 
superior  refintxnent  of  mind  and  polished  tasic, 
over  the  baser  intellL-ciual  and  moral  standard 
— as  Diudi  as  the  brilhancy  of  the  pure  nietal 
puts  to  shame  the  vulgar  glittering  of  the  bur- 
nuhed  dro»— 4lkc  dirty  clinquant ! 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
TUB  mr  n  Msvin— mbw  A&vKtrrvan. 


Anil  M  the;  redn  klong.  b«^lls|[  the  tlnv  willi  i^Liui 
MpoeiU,  irlieli  >d  acddcnl  bctei  tb«  knlghl,  wludi  (kit  ^ 
hutorr  irU]  fartbwith  iUmIoml 

Dox  Q«ixon. 

It  was  to-day  that  the  jnunt  to  the  intnwt- 
ing  village  called  Uirdlip  wus  agivvd  unca. 
Melmont  aod  hin  lady  prefenvd  riding.  Tla* 
were  accompanied  on  the  pmcnt  occnkm  by 
Mr*.  Angus;   the  Count  Vosari  wu  tu  haw 
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bn>n  of  ihc  party,  but  won  detnincd  by  indispo* 
ntion.  Ar  for  iMiy  Ix-ntworth  and  Sir  Jasper, 
they  ircrp  coiilciited  with  occupying  Utc  britchka, 
trhidi,  being  opci),  ihry  had  n  good  view  of  the 
iotercsting  Eccnvry  and  extent  of  valley  seen 
from  the  brow  of  (he  hill,  along  which  tbu  road 
winds.  The  txiuostrinnn  HNnetiiun  rode  up  to 
the  canrisge  ude,  and  eocivenxKl  with  them ;  at 
others,  logged  behind,  looking  nt  the  scenery, 
and  then  again  cantered  forward.  As  they 
tamed  into  tbe  ro«d  ihnt  led  up  the  hill  towards 
Birdlip,  tlivy  M\  in  witli  the  gallant  Hibvmiun, 
O'Callagimn,  prancing  on  a  stiff,  liot-headed, 
hard-nKiuthod,  high'tilppcd,  snorting,  rougit, 
Iri^i  steed,  of  a  dun  colour,  that  a  brother  of  the 
Emerald  Isle  had  lent  him.  He  was  going  in  (lie 
same  direction,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Uolofcroca 
Mugg  and  Mr.  Jochabed  Urubbins,  (hose  *  red 
and  black'  brvtbnni  of  dwtir6&li  protxurliuiu,  who 
TOL.  II.  M 
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were  in  &  large  open  fly,  and  sate  nm-cu,  a 
pairs,  wiUi  the  cxaekcd  govemeiu  (for  such  ibt 
was)  anil  ilio  lady  difficult  uf  bt'ittg  beard.  Thr 
Hilwmian  greeted  Mclmont  and  Mrs.  Atfti 
infofrning them,  bctogictber  with  the  '*  ladiaMi 
gcDtlnDcn"  in  the  Hy  were  K*>iD^  the  ssiaeroiJ 
a»  thcmsctvca.  Mclnioat  was  not  nnrticakilr 
happy  lo  hear  this  piece  of  intclligeui*;  homrm, 
iheiv  wag  no  oltematiTe — m  the  two  partici<  (■> 
in  the  Imin  of  the  otiier,  may  he  aoid  to  ban 
joined  farve*,  and  to  have  formed  tne  ngk 
cavaloidu. 

They  DOW  began  the  ascent  of  the  lA 
towards  that  beautiful  ci:nini>nce  caUhI  Bii^ 
lip.  It  commnndti  an  oxtenuve  view  ti  i 
splendid  panoranui  of  wood  and  vaUe>- :  ibii  ■ 
enjoyed,  thwijfh  in  a  leas  decree,  the  wldi 
way  up  the  hill;  from  beneath, -rthr  nad 
appears  «»  you  go  "P  the  asoGot*  tike  a  gi^ 
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«nakr,  urclching  itself  out  to  bask  oa  the 
Iwnk  «de. 

The  cnnrcfMtion  proccotl«d  in  the  different 
oowrits,  aecording  to  their  respeaivc  tastes. 
Mr.  JochabctI  tiruhbinv  did  not  know  which  to 
considor  the  fin»t  rJev, — that  cm  hiorif^t,  oron 
his  left, — aimI  m  came  lono  oonclusioo,  as  usual. 
The  lady  he  admired,  was  asked  what  she  thought 
of  the  proepcct,  but  aDBWcred,  acxxirding  to  bef 
wont,  in  so  [ovr  a  tone,  thai  it  was  yet  a  matter 
of  uncertainty  whether  die  had  even  svtit  what 
lihe  yna  asked  about  or  not :  her  prudence  was 
nlvntly  admired  by  her  stumpy  gallant  with  the 
sable  lock*. 

To  go  from  this  pair  of  origtnaU  to  the 
couple  little  less  absurd,  that  shared  tbe  vehicle 
with   tliem — tbcite  two  cnnrctited   together  in 

most  animated  strain,  as  Uf-ual,  and  enjoyed  the 

I 

high  key  of  the  respective  hannonies  tltcy  d«- 
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lighted  to  awaken — baniionies,  thai  is,  in  ttu* 
own  etttiiDation,  doubtless  —  albeit,  utteniJ  v 
aoGcntB  inlmrmonimiN— the  gentletnanV  hatft 
kind  of  gnini,  the  accent  nation  not  at  idl  aM- 
lubetl  by  the  dTect  product  by  a  prudigieai 
under  jaw,  combined  with  a  kind  of  snort;  «Uf 
the  lady  was  m  dirill  that  Rirbo  must  have  M 
a  nervous  attack,  or  her  tetth  set  on  edge  d 
kast,  to  hare  beard  hra-  abodes  so  Ariily 
cballcngcd. 

Mclmont  rode  between  Alice  and  Mrs.  Angw. 
by  Uiesidcof  the  latter  of  which  iH-rmtu  Ikr 
gallant  O'Callaghan  eapcred  on  bis  mw-bwri 
Irish  diarger,  pointing  out  with  amazing  mi 
and  odSciouKnem  titi!  beauty  aud  extent  of  ik 
scenery,  »o  that  the  object  of  his  affeclkn! 
might  lose  nu  jot  of  information  which  coold 
render  her  ride  intereMing;  while  she,  ai^rateW 
dame  (having  a  sufficiently  intelligent  ekcnw 


i 
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ID  Mebnont),    nisht-d   hitn   as  distant    u    tbv 
furlbe&t  object  he  pointed  out. 

Melmont  and  ttU  fair  campvitions  wctv  am- 
vcrsiug  on  such  iitdilTcniil  tubjccts  as  ihe 
chanctcT  of  tliU  or  that  |>cnM)n— the  iiLarrisj;^ 
of  audi  «  ooc — the  dvuth  of  anoilter — will)  now 
(lien  a  remark  of  a  ntorb  geitend  applica- 
tion :  wc  will  take  up  Umf  conversation,  where 
w«  hqipen,  casually,  to  fall  in  with  it. 

"  I  think  n  married  slate  the  happiest  and 
nuMt  n.-putalili'  (hat  a  nian  can  adopt,"  said 
Melmoiit. 

"  I)o  all  youiig  men  of  your  age  think  soP'" 
aid  Aliov,  «miling. 

'Wh]r,no!  I  tliink  there  irould  bea  hundred 
t»  one  agaiuNt  me !  Ttwy  talk  of  the  '  diitckle* ' 
of  matrimoay;  and  tliis  {)erhapK  i*  tnw— speak- 
ing previously  to  the  age  of  al)out  five  or  tax.' 
and-twenty;  but  at  tht&  limit,  often,  there  is  such 
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a  habit  of  rettliMiKas  of  mind,  of  un&ied  tier- 
tiont,  of  wliishncss, — that  is,  mere  love  otad!,— 
ODOtracted,  thai  I  think  thu  best  thing  to  reftn 
a  atBB,  and  make  a  happier  as  w«ll  as  tirattillir 
niG«d  bdng  of  him,  i*  to  link  him  whh  m 
betwiitn  v,-)wrin  his  afTet^tiona  muy  be  aoiwht 
di%id4x],— who  viU  take  away  the  whole noKfRl) 
of  hit  intcriMt  for  hiniBelf  mei^r;  b«  «iIJ,dt^ 
inakv  a  more  respectable  meubcr  of  soomt.b 
having  a  more  decided  character  to  support,—* 
the  hpad  of  a  familyor  establisJiment,— 4han  wli» 
loote,  unhinged,  and  wandirriag  about  <m  th( 
community.  Thi»  is  my  feeling  tt»  to  tltc  mstB 
and  iidTonugvs  of  matrimony  toa  man,  bothi^i 
moral  and  social  point  of  view  :  at  the  sane  tn 
I  know  tliat  tliis  »loclrin«  cniinot  alway*  bt  «• 
ricd  into  practioe,  from  waiit  of  circuuistanca  In 
render  tlic  roarrkd  condition  happy,  (n  this  nrj 
artificial  state  of  existence.      And   you  wiHi«j', 
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lio,  that  the  agyi  I  have  nainod  for  marria^ 
(which  I  will  DOW  fix  as  some  time  between  six- 
■  aad-tMenty  and  thirty)  U  rather  tarly:  1  will 
grant  that  it  is ;  and  I  will  grant  further  tliul  the 
prospect  of  being  tlius  early  burdened  with  a 
family  of  children  ia  not  very  delightfuL  As  far  aa 
mauinionial  can»  are  ooncemcd,  this  is  all  quite 
true :  it  viihibila  an  evtl  tAkeo  in  this  light ;  but 
tlwn  I  niainlain,  lliat  thuugli  an  evil,  it  >tiU  is  a 
(cm  evil  to  Kwiety,  and  tu  the  nian  iiimMlf,  iluin 
tu  live  in  the  unhinged, iiiiatuichedtnaiuterl  have 
warned  hiiu  lu  «hun — to  make  himself  despicable 
by  the  cuntraclion  nf  a  eertain  habit  of  sellinh- 
nets,  and  perhap*  lu  live  on  to  bfcxxne  a  wretched 
fogruni  of  an  old  hachelur.  In  fact,  there  beinf; 
but  a  choice  of  evils  in  everything,  moral  or  poli* 
tkal,  I  think,  of  the  two  evils,  the  married  statCt 
(«vea,  at  the  somewhat  early  age  1  mention)  i« 
the  kast,  in  «  moral  and  »odal  point  of  view,  to 
the  individual,  and  tothesociely  of  whieh  heisa 
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member.  This  is  the  precise  aspect,  aaan^, 
in  whicli  tnw  pliilosc^hy  would  rrgard  the  Re- 
turn ;  and  if  Plato  tiiiiisclf  were  hen  vrili^ 
Uvrs  for  sock^,  you  would  src  be  «o^ 
subscribe  to  my  doclrine." 

Mclmont's  companions  expressed  their  tm- 
currcnof.  on  the  whole,  in  his  sentimwilt,  nJ 
Alice  reiiiurketl,  while  she  Mmilc?d,  ihiit  bv  **« 
»be  h(ul  ob«er%Td  since  she  had  been  ai  CW- 
tcnhmit,  there  n-erv  many  Isdiex  who  wouU 
doubtless  subscribe  to  his  doctrine,  and  mratf 
not  care  how  mon  they  could  rescue  anv  get- 
lletnan  of  the  age  he  mentioned  from  the  co»- 
traction  ctt  tliose  degrading  and  selfiih  haUb 
be  so  justly  deprecated.  Melmont  !>miled  ii 
turn,  and  gave  hi*  fair  companion  credit  ftr 
her  jusl  and  delicate  irony,  while  he  answered, 

'*  Vea,  indeed,  I  agree  with  yoo !  Id  ftct,  w 
younger  men  are  pUced  in  rather  an  riBl«- 
rassbg  situation ;  for,  there  bettig  so  many  ladio 
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u  it  were  *  igog*  for  forming  nwirintoRinl  coa> 
nectioDB  st  such  decidedly  '  ■niu'ryhig  place* '  an 
thu,  for  instamx,  ts,— it  linp[K»H  thxl  if  a  itmn 
fay*  any  vttttntioii  lo  a  lady  h«  j>  inirudticnl  to, 
the  U  aliiuiu  surv  to  interpret  it  into  no  inclina- 
tion o«  hit  part  to  oomnivno.*  sonic  nton!  iwfioiu 
twgociaiion  ! " 

"  I(  IK  indeed  a  dangcToiis  prcdicatncnt,"  nid 
Mrs.  Angus,  *'«ih1  puu  mr  in  mind  of  the 
MHt  of  trap  laid  for  mstrimony  in  the  Scutch 
mode  of  carrying  on  lliwc  matters ! " 

"Yc8,"»aid  Mdmont;  "a  person  has  oAen, 
■n  no  great  earneatnesst  sftid  to  a  tady  wtne* 
thing  about  mamage,  and  if  in  the  heariiift 
of  one  or  two  meddling  or  intriguing  individuals. 
lo  I  and  behold  !  lie  finds  lu.-  haR  actually  fallen 
into  a  contract  of  marriagv  duly  attested  by  the 
prewoce  of  vrilueuet ! " 
ft        "Such  an  unguarded  talker  ua  Harry . 


I 
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wtnikt  be  Mirc  to  fall  into  smne  amA  fo- 
riicammi  as  this,  if  there  were  any  «nw 
intention  of  mtrappinj^  him,"  renurkfd  ^K 
Angus. 

"  Poor  Hnrry  !  Ves,  he  never  thinbibo" 
what  he  aajB ;  he  ia  a  itrcat  talker,  but  I M 
conaider  him  a  shallow  man,  fur  all  that." 

•*  Oh  no,  aw  amirture,"  said  Alice. 

'•Certaialy  not!"  said  Mra  Ai^ua;  "bs 
why  i>h(>ulil  you  rvmark  that  ?  " 

"  Because  you  will  invariably  fintl  the  i^ 
ciou«  anrl  dull  rail  at  men  who  talk  a  gtd 
<)«il  M  •duillow;*  (his  ibcy  lay  down  SI 
iiniwnuil  rule :  now,  though  it  is  trtie  n  wm 
iiwtanoM,  nv»  "•  many,  it  is  eeriainly  not  <• 
in  all.  What  would  Iw  the  bc)ic6t  ur  tnwMiv 
meni  to  society  of  a  learned,  a  witty,  a  drw. 
m,  an  eloquent  man,  if  he  held  his  looguef  It 
is  from  the  siorei  of  hi«  taletit  and  informadcft 
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tlwt  he  pours  Tenth  thtt  flood  of  bis  eluqutnce 
and  rvniark  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  as  true  that  grt'iit 
talkers  tiro  clcvrr  rncii  «»  tliat  lltey  an.-  xhallun- ; 
but  from  ihv  malicious  miitrcpfWDtatitm  uf  the 
liypoOinis  I  have  juiit  nic-ntioned,  ina»y  clo-n- 
and  cnlightoncd  men,  cif  wii  and  vndletn  know- 
ledge, hnvr  been  proM^ribcd  as '  kIiuUuw  ! ' " 

With  tlunw  uitd  <>t)u:r  such  nitnarkK  aud  re> 
flections  the  trio  rud«.>  nn,  every  now  and  then 
pausing  to  vnjoy  the  brauty  of  the  pruspcct 
round  them.  As  Mclnioni  looketi  at  Aline, 
he  Uiougfat  he  had  uever  seen  her  appear  no 
lovely  i  the  wind  w«h  sporting  with  the  beau- 
tiful auburn  ringJetii  which  waved  over  hc^r 
brow ;  ibe  tatl  tiaU  of  her  cheek  renderetl 
more  lovely  by  the  he^tened  glow  that  «i- 
cnoac  had  lit  up  in  iticm ;  Iter  figure  loo,  at 
all  timea  ween  wttb  odminuion,  appeared  with 
on    enhanced   gracn-  in   the    niuentnan   giiiK, 
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deny  wmI  corruption  below  :  thiK  was  pnn-ed  by 
the  ecoentru:  qiurtctio  hi  the*fly' tliMfoltowed 
in  the  wake  of  tbfi  equeflriaiu,  which  qaanetto 
was  made  up  of  a  race  of  indiriduaU,  vulf^ar 
vtUMi)^  to  provide  themselves  with  j^onaeberrim 
aoA  mdi  rubbtth  win-n  offbrfd  id  tliis  hedgp- 
rvpast  way.  Mdmont  flun;;  tite  brttK  a  nixpatce 
lo  »cniinbl«  for,  which  they  did,  hclter^lccltn-, 
upsottmg  cadi  other  and  the  Aruit  they  carrk-d 
OS  wdl-^pdl  nidL  If  the  Doise  liad  bom 
diMordanl  of  Uum  uicluii  group  before,  it  was 
doubly  ao  nonr;  ao  miKb  bo,  that  the  steeds 
of  the  tquc^an  party  Kbowed  strong  lagai 
of  atann  and  refitivcnesa,  most  etpoclaJly  the* 
Iriih  charger  which  tba  hero  O'Callaghaa 
battmde :  the  other  horse*  were  kept  quiet 
by  the  nuuugctnenl  of  the  riders,  but  not  ao 
dw  ilibcmun  steed  I  The  aBceot  had  now 
been  gaioed,  and  the  party  was  going  down 
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h  to  the  aaaistanoe  of  OTalUghim.  picked 
him  up  and  unbuttoned  hts  ooai,  and  took  olf 
hifl  nvckcloch  or  uock,  ainki  the  nxHlolenoe  of 
the  whole  party.  Every  one  wii*  pteamtl  to  find 
that  the  Irishman  had  be«»  oiily  a  littli'  shaken  : 
iltat  htH  rnil  luid  chU-flv  aflV'cicd  hU  head,  which 
was  fortuiiat^ly  m>  thick,  diat  do  injury  had 
been  HUttained.  The  fallen  man  wan  mon  on 
his  \vpi  again,  and  came  to  hinwtf,  to  swear 
nt  hin  Mfcd,  pcrliape,  more  than  thank  his  friefMls 
for  their  aioiitancc,  for  (alack,  and  alas!)  the 
Mcret  history  of  lits  wearing  such  Iremenikius 
collara  was  nuw  discovered  I — it  wa&,  that  he 
mi^ht  cunipenwite  by  height  of  gills  for  want 
of  body  I  UnooDficious  was  he  of  the  article 
denomuiate*]  "  shirt ! "  aa  was  appareot  wlwn 
Melmont,  in  order  that  lie  might  breathe  freely, 
had  ripiMict  often  hifl  tigfatly-buttoncd  coat,  which 
was  always  hLTtncttvally  dooed  up  lu  the  triruai. 
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body*  wtinln^K-  afTonlcd:  bowrver,  this  would 
have  wounded  the  delicacy  of  the  Irislintaa,' 
pcrhsps,  (h«d  it  been  offered  even  at  r  suhM- 
queni  period,  and  in  the  meet  ddicatr  manner,) 
so  Sir  Jatprr  gave  up  the  thought  of  it.  The 
offering  a  mil  lx-n<-fit  wmetimcs  to  a  wiisitive 
B  and  i)r»u<l  man,  is  ifTcring  him,  frcquvnlly, 
what  be  cotMtdors  the  bittnvsl  insult !    WitnpM 

I  the  old  ebMry  of  Dr.  Johnion.  at  IVr»bnit:e 
Cnlli^,  and  his  fliogiDg  lh<-  shoes  down  stain> 
which  were  left  for  him  to  wear.  We  are 
willing  to  consider  O'Callaghan  in  a  high  point 
of  view  as  a  scnntiw  man ;  whidi  is  but  fair, 
since  wr  bsTc  witnessed  him  in  the  low  point  of 
view  in  which  bis  refmctory  sterd  had  plac(>d  him '. 
Two  peasants  managed  to  catrh  the  steed,  which 
was  bv  this  time  pretty  well  knocked  up,  and' 
ft  permitted  its  rider  to  remount  him,  though  with 
■    the  precaution  of  a  tightened  curi>,  after  which 
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th«  bvfut  l>ebavcd  himself  beiu^r,  (Yl 
TOwinf^  !)>'  St.  Patrick,  he  would  h«ve  him  te] 
if  li«  played  liim  sucli  a  trick  agujn. 

'<  Arrah  I  I  cloaH  admire    j^ir   poticj,"  dint 
(he  Iriahman,  m  h«  runimned   wiili  the  ottnibe 
beast  on  the  late  rebellion.       With  roftet  •  | 
O'Calluf^uin's  s«DativeaeM>  wc  ought  bcR  ^ 
to  my,  Uiat  he  hod  felt  vury   deeply  dticcanfiti'  i 
by   MclniMtt'ti    exposure    of  hit    d«AcMon  i  | 
wiirdr»l>e,  though  done  with  the  tnoet  inaomt 
aiid  kind  intentions.   What  the  cxwtwqueMt*  tf 
this  pkjuo  might  bi^  it  is  oot  fur  us,  at  pRMii  j 
to  detcrminci :  it  nnwt  Ixs  left  for  time  w»l!0".j 
If  the  object  of  his  odmiratiou,    Sin.   &i^ 
hod  not  boi-n  present  to   witness  the  cxpcw 
crf'his  discomfilurc,  thegalUiit  Hibernian  wnikl 
porbapfi,  Imve  tlioug^l  len  of  it ;  at  present .  ■ 
no  matter! 
'  MiitfurtuDOSt    ibej   M^t   never  eotne   ongki 
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iit  buppeon]  in  llic  instonoe  wbich  it  ia 
now  the  painful  duty  of  our  sage  htMorjr  to 
reuird.  It  to  bRppettctl,  that  just  at  the  whole 
cavalciulc  were  now  wheeling  into  thv  villagv  of 
Birdlip,  Mt  the  awkn-ord  angle  where  the  turnpike 
gave  itditiittancc,  that  the  driver  of  th«  fly  (which 
conveyed  the  quartctto  in  the  rcar)>  from 
wme  inulvcrtcnoc  or  another,  drove  the  vehicle 
violently  up  ngninst  the  gatepost,  oompUting 
the  Mibronion  of  iho  parties  inside,  juM  w 
twu  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Hulofcmea  Mu^  and 
the  Highly  Iwly,  Iiad  wttlcd  on  tlio  *ul)vcniuR, 
a»  usual,  of  all  rankn  and  orden  in  tocdety 
— acconlitig  to  thdr  '  policy,'  as  O'Callaghan 
would  «ay.  Tlic  concussion  wa»  irt!n>endouH ! 
The  heads  of  the  two  dwarfish  geotleinen  were 
bunged  together  movt  terriltcally  !  —  red-pole 
eerSHt  Miiek-nub!  playing  a  gaine  of  rtmge  et 
MOrr,  in  which  neither  of  tlie  parties  could   be 
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said  to  he  much  of  gniaerx — unless  ia  rajwd^ 
gaining  esch  a  tFenictidoux  bump  oo  tlw  mM- 
akuU  or  mazunl,  Uiat  Gall  ami  Spunbcin  *aS 
have  attribuU-d  some  afiUinishin^  qtutitin  K 
had  a  cast  of  the  bump  Imx-h  <>flVnd  dM 
for  itupoction*  In  addition  to  the  bof 
I'vUihlulwd  on  Mr.  Jochubed  UmliUiu'  w 
sard,  he  had  to  bourt  of  the  additional  b«ai 
of  a  black  eye,  whidi  oorresiKMjdcd  well  rt* 
those  locks  we  have  already  sbowu  to  bf  • 
black  It*  to  give  the  wearer  ibc  apfmpfi* 
nicknanH'  of  the  Black  Dwarf;  oa  the  oiki 
hand,  the  '  Email  gentleman  in  rvd  *  fouDd  tl« 
his  under  jaw  had  become  tniiiua  thn*  tfdk 
adding  to  the  proofs  of  the  Imtterinff-ninponn 
(if  his  dart:  friend'*  bullet  of  a  head.  Ho* 
again,  a  corrc^ndiiig  feature  of  beauty  w 
nfTorded ;  for  the  blood  that  siwuted  fnita  l>* 
nose   and   jaws  kepi  in    counteoaoce   the  n* 
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bonourti  of  that  numskull,  whicJi  in  like  manner 
gKVK  an  nppropridte  nJcknnmv  to  tU  poflscssor. 
I'he  flinty  \ady,  whom  vc  havt  conjectured  to 
bo  Mtne  crnc-kvd  f^venwiw,  perliaps, — wrMmed 
nloud,  ««  bcr  Lt^iorn  came  in  contitct  —  or 
conflict  —  with  tlint  uf  the  lonr-voicetl  njmph 
oppoaite  bcr,  who  now,  at  lent,  if  she  never  did 
before,  found  a  tongue,  and  cried  out  lustily. 
The  whole  quartetto  WB»  in  a  wroful  pickle  or 
plight !  the  partiefl  being  thrown  [lelUmell 
against  and  over  each  other  in  helplciw  condi- 
doD.  A  window  of  the  fly  was  dashed  to  pieces, 
besides  a  potuiel  koocJced  in,  the  splinters  of 
which  nearly  broke  the  shin  of  Ibfr.  Holnfemci 

Mogg,  who  had  the  additional  benefit  of  bemg 
nest  to  it. 

>  'MclnKmt  wM  moat  active,  in  spite  of  laughing 
ready  lo  burst,  (ormlhrr  in  ^ite  of  ihcprupcn- 
Mty  to  do  so,  whkh  he  suppressed  with  consider- 
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wby  it  was  all  in  strict  concnnlance— a  cnuy. 
brok«>D-d(>wii  piece  of  hunnesa  altogether  I  it  is 
lu  well  to  make  the  best  of  thiags,  io  all  cmcs, 
nt)  nuitiiT  imn'  lamely  ! 

Sir  Jasper  and  I^y  L.,  with,  Alice,  Mrs. 
Angus,  and  O'Callaghan,  stayed  in  tlie  village 
for  wine  little  time,  fur  the  sake  »f  adtnirtog  the 
view ;  this  delay,  too,  gave  time  for  the  repair  of 
iIh'  fly,  Attcngtli,  the  whole  camkad*  rfmuned 
\vt  rwiic  forwards  from  Birdtip,  ro  visit  the 
Swiss  eoitagm  and  Rouijut  pavement.  Aa  for 
Meluiont,  we  must  see  what  became  of  him  in 
the  next  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


A   IHM«V>KT. 


■k(  aui  det  iliitic  n  konuatm  NAiea. 

L.  Tisoc 

DvttiNC  the  period  of  the  dcUy  for  ihc  pur- 
poac  of  repairing  the  '  flj,'  the  party  walked 
■bout  tbc  village,  ■dtniring  the  vievi  it  com- 
inonded  in  diSWeot  dircctioas  from  llie  ouincnce. 
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"  That  I  «n'l  tell  yoii,  dr." 

"Well  then,  go  io,  and  say,  tJiit  8*1 
gcntlcmui's  name  is  LaTotiD,  hts  oW  fiini ' 
Mrlmont  would  be  happy  to  see  him." 

The  old  WHiiijin  did  not  return  alone  :- 
stranger  had,  indeed,  overheard  this  chirp  ■ 
the  part  of  Mdmont.  TTik  guitar  hml  droffi 
from  hiB  hand,  and  he  ru.^hcd  out  to  mxt  fe 
friend,  who  had  by  this  time  dismoonttd  km 
hie  hor«c,  and  had  hung  the  bridle  oTer  Ibef^ 
I  in  front  of  the  eottagc.  The  friends  injtmlj 
rvcognised  <-ach  otlier,  and  embraced. 

*'  Larotin ! "  exclaimed  Melniont,  the  fim  l» 

|«(wak;"canitlwyou  thai!  sec  here!    VTta 
miracle  has  hreught  jrou    u>   this  (^?  m  b 

from  your  own  country— like  a  troubeduBr-t 
wanderer  from  home,  consoling  yourself  wilh  i 
guitar  in  a  lonely  retreat  like  tbiit  P  " 

"  Atas  t  Melmoot,  the  tale  is  rather  a  bn 
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one  and  aotnewhat  painful.  No  wonder  jou 
are  uirprisnl  at  sedng  mc  here,  and  in  this 
humble  dwelling;  aa  ht  mc,  I  have  censed 
to  be  xurjirued  ut  this,  or  any  advene  fortune 
1  may  be  doomed  tu  endure !  I  cannot  sulTcr 
much  worse  than  1  have  already  eodured,  that 
is  my  only  bitter  consolation.* 

"  Oil,  do  not  talk  in  this  sad  auaio  of 
despondence;  rally  —  rally  your  &piriu  ! — at 
leavt  while  I  happen  to  be  near  you,  and  call 
my*vlf  your  friend,  you  shall  not  have  reason  (o 
«ay  you  liave  no  better  consolatHm  than  »uch  a 
torry  one  as  you  mention  t  Besides,  whatever 
may  be  the  causn  of  your  distress,  they  may 
yet  be  relieved ! . .  . .  But  tell  me— your  Fot- 
narina  ....  how  is  titc'f  I  long  to  know !— «o 
lovely  was  she-  ho  amiable  ..■•*' 

Lttvolin  could  only  answer,  nt  6r«t,  by  the 
tean  thai  forced    tliemiielTcs    from   his    eyes. 
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"  Eorgivc  this  weakness,"   he   said,  nt 
"  but   wben  you  hear  nil   I    hav«   lu  ufl 
about  the  person  you  ii>qnirc  sAer,  wtiflt 
yet  lived  . . .  ." 

"  What   do    I    hoar u    Ac   then  m] 

more?*. 

Mrtntont  mnainul  silent  for  a  tnooMnl  *\ 
two,  aa  the  friends  sat  opposite  cadi  atber  ■ 
liw  humble  room  occupied  bv  Lai-otin,  wM 
the;  had  by  tlus  time  entered.  There  vui 
miniature  of  the  penon  whose  lom  ww  « 
sensibly  regretted  by  both  the  fricods,  Ijw: 
on  a  IKde  oaliea  table^— the  ^itar  MdoKOl 
had  just  heard,  woa  flun^  carclnsly  n  Ik 
ground  by  comv  books  and  manuscripts ;— lbs> 
had  formvd  the  conaolatioii  of  odc  who  wu  * 
exile  from  the  bosom  of  his  hoin«  and  fricada. 

Itefore  Lavotio  procoxicd  to  relate  bis  ■ti«T 
^Iclinont   reuienibnvd    that     he    had    left  hi* 
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pnrty  iitgagcd  in  contemplating  the  view  from 
the  top  of  the  hill ;  he  therefore  apologiwd 
to  his  companion,  for  k-aving  him  an  instant 
whilst  be  returned  to  them.  Usving  done 
this,  and  recommended  them  to  procu«d  to  the 
**  Swiss  ootlagcs"  and  Rotnim  pavcinvnts,  a 
Uttlc  fartbcr  on  the  rooid,  he  rctunwd  to  Iji- 
votin,  having  nude  tlw  excuse  to  them,  that 
he  had  fallen  in  with  a  person  to  whom  he 
was  obliged  to  speak,  but  that  he  would  join 
them  on  tbclr  way  back  through  the  village. 

O'Calbghan,  by  tl>e  by,  was  delighted  at 
finding  hinuclf  un«clipsod, — as  be  fattcicd,  now 
our  hero  was  absent, — and  the  sole  "  squire  of 
H  dames,"  the  beau  and  cicerone  of  the  pany ; 
and,  despite  his  late  iliscomliturc,  felt  almost 
ax   frioky   as  the   mettlesome   IriiJi  llosinante 

E;  winch}  however,  in  order  to  kc«p 
«    kept  tightly  curbed,   and  at  as 


s 


DDT    OP    TOWN. 


ttcady  a  pace  as  he  could.  A%  Melinanl  bowl 
lo  Uie  party  on  goin^  nway,  the  Ulbenda 
ivtunied  his  solute  very  stiffly,  and  looked  dm 
hira  with  a  diagreeublc  ^imace,  muttcnc 
*'  Bad  luck  to  him!" — conBrtning  oar  9»^ 
cions  of  itume  portended  rupture  betireen  hun^ 
and  our  hero,— of  bis  own  seeking,  doublleo; 
but  this,  time  must  show. 

••  Od  Metmont's  rvturn,  Lavutin  praoecdni  >ift 
liis  story,  part  of  the  circumstances  of  «t«i 
the  reader  fa&s  already  heard  In  the  pidw 
given  hy  this  youth,  of  hi«  misfortune*,  in  >k 
b«^nniog  of  our  second  volume ;  and  t»  wiaA 
we  beg  to  refer.  It  will  there  be  wen,  ik* 
with  these  Mclnioni  wat  already  aa^ushittd 
The  remainder  of  the  story  is  now  to  be  wp- 
plied ;  and  man^f  things  but  hinted  pnni 
are,  here,  to  be  more  fully  explained. 

"  After  the  unfortunate  occurrence,"  said  ] 
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votin,  '*  of  the  <)nth  of  Antonio, — my  dearest 
Tornarins'jt  broih«r,  —  from  my  luind,  I  was 
obliged  to  seek  safety  by  flight,  as  I  need  not 
tell  you.  I  was  upheld  by  the  nmaderation, 
undvr  this  disaster,  that  h«  fell  in  fair  combat, 
and  not  in  the  manner  that  tlie  roo*t  base  and 
trcadterous  of  men  tried  to  persuade  the  world 
it  happmcd  .  .  .  ." 

"  Vou  allude  to  the  atory  that  jour  uncle 
drculaled — of  your  having  way-laid  Antonio 
and  had  htm  nmaitsinated  ?  Nothing  was  ever 
more  monxtrouk !  I  am  a  witness  to  the  con- 
trary !  In  fact,  in  being  your  seomd  in  that 
unluppy  aflajr,  I  am  too  much  a  sharer  in 
your  guilt  -  if  you  have  any." 

"  Happy  am  I,  indeed  ;  it  is  my  only  conso- 
lation, that  I  have  yet  a  witness  to  my  innocence 
and  honour.  1  sought  you  io  London,  after 
coming  to  England,  in  the  hope  of  finding  you : 
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1  then  o^me  to  Uiin  spot  (where  I  hare  boa  I 
a  d&T  or  two),  haling  heard  that  you  wa*| 
aeighbourliood.     As  to  that  encounltr,  I 
not  avoid  >I ;  the  iotcnipcratc  terms  nutdc  (net 
to  provotie  me,  could  not  be  pot  up  with,- 
the  very  last  nuin    that    I    ehoukl   ca 
persuaded   m^selF  to    mse  tny    hand  aglri{4 J 
unUaii|aly  brought  ao  himself  tlie  fatal  nenll' 
.f,.!  wish  it  had  been  my  own  lot  inrteaJ^I 
hb  !  ■ , .  ■  How  often  \mve   I   cxpnwMd  ikn  *> 
myself  in  mybilU^r  reflectiutis  vu  theMibJMtC 
**  And  after  jour  flight    from    Naple*-* 
which,  hy  the  l>y,  I  was  obliged  to  fbOim  your 
ifxample— where  did  you  gu  to  c«»pe  the«M>- 
qucDcea  of  this   sad  occurrence?      You 
known, — I  was  not ;   and   no  merely  cunttnlid 
myself  with  mnoving  from  l  hu  tnunuduts  HB^ 
bourhood,   though  shortly  after   I  ivtttnwd  » 
EngUnd." 


I 
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**  I  went  hoatv  to  PlonncrT  tx  firet,  in  onlcr 
to  lay  before  my  father  thi;  Khutc  drcumtUnci-A 
of  the  oue.  TbiH  w«  tay  first  Btq>,  ihougii  I 
purposed  leaving  Italj  m%  soon  as  possible  ahvt 
this.  My  aoxiouM  wish  was  to  vindicate  myself, 
but  my  father's  ears  were  stopped  ag»n«t  me  by 
tile  traducing  brealh  of  tltat  E»B>ettt  uf  nieiii  my 
uncle,  who  wua  determined  to  ruin  me;  and, 
while  be  set  my  father  againtit  me,  wixhed  him 
nil  bettia-  than  he  did  tne, — bdng  octuatnl  by 
an  implacable  feeling  of  hate  niid  envy  agains.! 
our  branch  of  the  family." 

"How  was  ibis?" 

"  He  was  of  the  elder  branch,  and  had  »i& 
ceedcd  to  tltc  family  estates;  but,  from  his 
excessive  extravagance  and  thought le»!ine«:t,  he 
had  cquandered  away  all  his  patrinrany,  which, 
by  A  atrange  concurrence  of  circumstance*,  at 
length  found  iu  way  into  the  bands  of  xay 
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fatbvr,  who  was  of  the  jounger  braacb  of  A> ' 
ramily.    My  uocie,    from   that  d«;,  una  ■< 
foot  within  thr   threshold  or  the  daadni  Aa 
had  beei)  once  his  own^  without  fcelingi «f  ksi 
untl  envj.     That  he  ahould  luvc  Itcen  moniU 
nt  witncning  in  aoDlhcr's  hands,   what  t>c 
lost  hy  his  own  f«Uy,    was    naluriil,  bat  li*l 
this  fcding  should  have  been  cherubed  iualb 
concoption  of  crime  i»  inexcusable.     The 
til)iL>ct  of  his  roochinations  was  now  lo 
Mime  oppoTtiiitilr,  if  poniUc,  of  ruuiing 
the  only  son  of  hi«  hrothcr — of  setting  mv  I 
tij;ain)it  me — cunsidvnn;;  that  if  be  oould  |^i 
diuiiherited,  (he  pmiHTty  would  revert  to 
»elf.  suppuiting  he  should  Rurvive  my  fadMr.) 
any  »od  of  his.  should  he  hnve  oo« , . , ." 
**  I  well  understand,  and   cannot  bat 
ni  tlie  Rtageti  of  baseness  into  which  a  dcf* 
ration  of  drcuaistsnees  can    gnuluallv  nhsc 
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Bwn !  But  there  is  o««  thing  you  have  omitted 
ipettking  of,  whiel)  I  nm  nnxioUK  to  know— you 
have  impaned  to  me  indeed  the  bitter  in- 
tdKgi-ncc  that  slir  it  no  more  —  but  tvU  mc, 
what  became  of  Fornarins  «hra  you  fled  from 
Naples  ?  Did  her  brother**  death  wt  her 
agaifltt  you  f  Was  it  tumod  to  that  cSect  by 
her  fiietidii?  Did  »hv  fni^t  ber  affection? 
What  did  her  parents  do  ?" 

**  I  vns  *wm  about  to  aliEfy  yoo  on  thrsr 
point-s  which  in  your  kindneM  and  interest 
for  me  you  have  anticipated.  Alas !  it  is  need- 
loss  for  me  to  repeat,  what  I  have  to  often 
called  heaven  to  witncas.  in  my  lonely  reflec- 
tions, on  this  part  especially  of  the  whole 
circumstances— tliat  I  oever  practised  the  arts 
of  »  seducer  in  tny  AC(|uain(ancc  with  that 
loveliest  of  creatures !  I  never  sougfit  for  more 
encouragement  than  (he  love  she  betrayed  for 
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mc  iospired  !    could   I    behold   this  aftM 
iinuMved,  lei  any  man— any  yuui^  nu,  km 
of  one  kmdtier  impression — a&k  IitmwU'.'  Wl 
I  [wnnit  her  love  to  remiiio  unMasrered  ?  Hi 
lierc  ihc  bosenew  of  my  uncle  found  ]itc(ii^ 
Mibjcct  for  his  machiiiatioDa ;  lie  was  ohbU^ 
dogging  my  path,  and  tiad   suboroed  he  ^ 
lo  relnlo  to  the  parents  of  Fonuuioa  ihc  fiii 
inventions  of  my  having  atteiiiptea    to 
mine  the  peooe.  happiness  mad  humjur  ttii 
daughter;    «a   hweDoss,'    ii    „a»    npnm^ 
'  more  flagrant  on  my  part,    she    baring 
hotrolhed  to  unother;    This  wa,  a  pwaoowb 
»ho  did   not    lore,  and    who   was    then 
it.    Franca      I   koe*  hor    parents   (who  * 
friend*  of  my   family),   and    on  niy  gnog 
their   house,  as   usual,  I    was    surprised 
chilled  by  tlie  forbidding  ttccption  given 
I   enireoted  an  exjrfanntion  :     I    ^^as  {sfta 
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I  of  the  catition  gircii  thcin  agaiiu>t  tne.  1  stoutly 
dvRJiKl  the  truth  of  it ;  I  demanded  to  know 
irho  my  tniducvn  were ; — *  liwy  wsntcd  but 
courage,'  I  Mid,  Mo  be  my  asaaanM*.'— 
It  WRS  in  vain  (hot  I  pleaded :  I  was  nol 
listened  to— what  wu  mf  voice  against  that 
of  so  many?  I  took  my  leave;— the  ttaw 
evening,  however,  a  liilkt  wan  brought  me 
from  the  object  of  my  afloctionK,  telling  me 
'she  had  hcnclf  pleaded  my  <;auw.  but  with 
as  little  success  as  myself;'  she  nddnl,  *tl»l 
■he  was  incensed  at  the  cruelly  and  injustice 
of  her  parents ;  that  sh«  was  determinMl  to 
follow  the  dieUitc*  of  her  own  heart,  whidi 
had  b««n  inflttvnccd  the  more  in  tny  favour  in 
can9M]ucncc  of  the  wrong  to  which  I  had  been 

■  Tfa*  wor^  Bvil  b;  Ijatotiii  hmt,  an  the  aiiiniilnl  vonb 
of  Cuning,  In  Li*  ItIM-  cInDnuHaK  fk  )itrMn  "ho  liml 
ibiuttl  him  on  Um  fnbj«ct  «t  OgiUa. 
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suljjected;  she  gave   herself   volnnuiilj  i^ii 
me;    she  prDmised   to   follow  mi;  through* 
world   rather   than    KUy    aud     8acri6a:  ^ 
to  B  person  wlio  could  never  possess  her  bal 
What  could  I  do?    Ci-rtainly  prudeoc««a> 
liavc  f>nKnpl(?d  me  to  adntonUh  Pomanu 
rcc«]    so   precipitate   a    step  —  but  wouU  & 
hare   thanked    mv    for    this    counsel?    la^ 
pleaded  a«  strongly  in  my  heart  as  in  hen; » 
passion,  too,  pltadcd  for  bcr,  and  iocKMed  (?; 
tendemets  ond  ardour.     It  was  settled—wt 
togrtli«r  lo  N»t>Ie9^  till*  waw  from  Ronte,  •!»» 
»he  lived.    We  remained  undiscovered  for  n«l! 
a  }-c«r.   in   whkh  time   she    blessed    rar  sM 
■  little  creature  that  would  have  lx«n  as  bnr 
tiful  as  her  mother,  and   who   was  for  a  krf 
time  my  only  consolation  after  Foroarina's  Id* 
but  has  also  been  snatched  from  mc  br  iaii 
a  short  time  ago.     At  length  tny   uncle's 


OR,  TUK   KBCKBS. 


IT 


If 

i 

I 

I 


ducovered  the  place  of  my  retreat :  my  father's 
ears  hud  already  bei-n  [x>iwin«]  l>y  his  fklse  rcpre- 
•entations  of  tlw  circuni.ican<:M  of  this  unhappy 
afiiar;  tite  parents  of  Fomanns  were  mode 
acquainted  witli  my  place  of  refuge ;  the  bnxher, 
who  had  now  just  returned  with  the  person  to 
whom  »he  had  been  betrothed,  came  vowiog 
vengeaoce  against  me,  and  threatening  to  make 
me  expiate  my  temerity  with  my  life ;  he 
toolt  the  matter  entirely  out  of  tlie  hands  o( 
Fomarinn's  suitor,  on  whom  it  ought  to  have 
reded — would  (hat  it  luul !  He  came — it  was 
long  before  I  could  be  prevailed  u[)on  to  raise 
Diy  hand  against  him :  at  length,  »i  be  wos 
carrying  his  threats  into  execution  of  talcing 
away  Fomarina  from  me  (in  wbieb  part  of 
tlie  affair  he  wm  Msistcd  by  her  intended 
hu»lMind),  I  could  t>o  longer  refrain,  and  was 
very   nearly   sacrificing  him    at    once  on    the 
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tspoit    Hoireva-,  I  tliank  God,  Urn  aSnj  » 
hrokoi   off,  as    you    know^    at    tfaia   aip  * 
the  affair.     Wc  met   af^n   by  ibe  m  4m- 
on    this   occaaon,   you,  my    ftiendtiraR  ^ 
Btfc.nl  need   not   tay    of  what    thst  tbm- 
]pouraeU'>--«iil  my  misery,  ore  comdaDit  b 
flving    back    to    Florence,     as    I    birw 
notJiii^   could    prevail    od    my    fntber  to  i"< 
ccire  or    protect    me :      Toy    motbcr   «id 
that  she  eould  to  consolu  and   cncoungt 
and    whatover    asaigtanoc    I     have    had, 
the  period   I   speak  of,  Iwk   been  t 
through  her  kindness ;     b1m>    has  indeed  ^ 
ever  wJlliDg  to  believe    my    atmtcmcil  d  'i» 
circumstances,  as   willingly    as    my   fiubcr  ^ 
lieved  that  of  my  uncle,   to  which  toy  >»'' 
pan-nt  named  him,  feelingly  and  reptatc^* 
against  yielding  too   hnpUdt  •    cndit. 
pica  in   my  behalf  was   overwUdmed   I 
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enes  of  too  man^i  leagued  with  Lanzi  agsjuat 
m;  cause.  I  told  my  mother  I  had  a  witness — 
yourself — of  my  honour  tmd  innocence;  ib» 
Mgau  oonsolnl  me ;  »he  told  me,  howe^'cr, 
it  was  better  for  mc  to  dr|Kirt  from  Florenco — 
at  prtiwntf  it  would  only  he  uxaapvrutinj;  my 
lather  to  slay.  She  1)1*011115111  »he  would  never 
lose  sight  of  tnc— it  is  tltrougli  her  kindness, 
througli  Iwr  sssiMiUKC,  that  I  have  dragged 
and  yet  drag  on,  my  exintence^  wretched 
indeed— but  now,  I  trust,  not  altogether  with- 
out hope,  since  I  have  thus  rallcn  in  with 
you.  Chance  >»»  llirown  you  in  my  way; 
doubtlests  if  you  )uuJ  known  winTe  I  wn>,  you 
would,  in  your  generosity  of  dix|)«nilioin,  liave 
already  offered  me  your  servicics  in  endea- 
vouring to  reconcile  mc  with  my  fatiwr." 

"  Yee,  indeed !   and  often   hav«  I  tliought 
of  you,— often  anxioinly  asked  where  you  bad 


20 


OCT    OF    TOWX  : 


witlidrawn.  I  could  do  nothing  iQirtrdsM*' 
ing  your  cause,  without  your  prewnoe  *t 
cogniiunce.  I  bless  beBvea  Kgaiii<  it 
be  possible  that    toy    presence  con  odv 

y«ir  m 

"  Yes,  indeed !  "  resumed  La%-oiin,  "  1 1* 
sider  tbe  bond  of  Heaven  hat  iniideci  mt  it 
to  crow  your  path,  to  find  in  you  my  prwnit 
as  you  have  been  my  friend  !  I  iniw,  thn^ 
your  testimony,  to  bo  reconciled  to  my  biht 
who  i»  not  a  liard-bearted  man,  tbou^  i* 
tainly  prcjudind  and  bnety,  and  too  ifl  ■ 
give  ear  to  those  who,  by  ilrst  fladerinf  \m 
can  aflerwards  induce  hitn  to  give  ct«Ih 
approve  of,  almMt  anytliing  they  may 
advance  with  any  »hadow  of  plau&ibiJity. 
daily  when  grounding  their  si^scstlDBs  <«  > 
r^ard  for  Us  interests.  He  has  his 
as  other  men;  but    I  trust,  his    oatunl 
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Dcss,  which  I  know  he  bas,>~and  his  reuon 
too, — wtU  yet  |)ermit  hint  to  kk  Uiruugb  the  mitt 
of  [Hfjuilice,  ID  wlikh  he  hM  been  envelupcd. 
Could  (  induce  you  to  go  to  Flort-Doe  with 
me,  to  ap|>ear  the  wiinns  of  tny  tnitocmce, 
you  shall  erer  be  repaid  by  my  gratitude  ! 
You  shall  be  as  a  brolhtr  to  ntc,  and  to> 
mrmbcTcd  in  my  prayers  as  my  preaerver !  ** 

**  AVIiai  distance  is  there  tlmt  I  vouM  not 
travcTBc  —  that  I  would  oot  consider  trifling — 
to  assist  you,  and  set  you  right  with  a  father 
that,  I  trust,  is  not  inaccessible  to  the  plea  of 
natural  alTection  and  reason  P — If  th«  distAnce 
were  ten  tintes  morethan  it  is,  I  would  go !" 

At  the  same  time  that  Mt-lmoDtspoke  this,  he 
taid  it  the  more  confidently,  as  he,  perhaps, 
considered  it  possible  that  chance  might  throw 
Lavotin's  father  tn  his  way,  without  going  all 
the  way  to  Florenccv.     Howcrw  this  nuiy  be. 
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it  should  ewm  that  our  hero's  teatimoiiT  «ttU 
be  of  little  avail  in  propitiating  titr  disindni- 
tioa  of  Ills  friend's  futher  towards  btm,  mils 
ftirdwr  asKiinuwc  of  his  innooenrr  oould  fe 
derived  froin  tome  other  source  as  weD,  to  eup^ 
port  it  Wc  must  leave  the  events  of  the  swj 
to  bear  out  wliat  is  here  tfumdaed.  Mesntii*!, 
Mdmoot  continuwl,  —  **  But  you  amiurd  * 
1m  me  know  what  remains  to  be  told  eonai*- 
ing  Fomarina:  you  say  they  UxJk  her  iMdi  ■ 
Rome." 

**  Yes,  they  took  her  back — but  to  rtbdn  bv 
for  but  a  short  time.  Tliey  did  aD  the?  adi 
to  make  her  jcaa  Hith  themwlves  in  denoiflKai 
me  as  a  villain  and  a  munlorer.  It  was  inW 
however,  that  they  made  her  liittCD  to  fal^rfwA 
which  she  repelled  with  nii  indignation  buwd 
by  the  truest  allachment;  tliey  had  torn  her  fim 
me— and  from  her  child— which  waa  ItJk  with  ■* 
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and  preserved  in  tlie  hope  of,  perhaps,  some  day 
being  able  to  restore  it  to  its  motlivr)  of  whoni 
I  hoped  yet  to  recover  posse^on ;  when — (as  by 
ckndestine  mcaiu  I  codeavourcd  to  find  out 
how  and  where  she  was,)— I  Icomixl  the  bitur 
tidings  I  have  already  imparted  to  you,  that  she 
trBsdead.  She  Inoguislicd  under  hcc  pcrsccu- 
tiou  and  regret  btit  a  short  time,  and  temuikated 
•It  vxLstiiKo  that  was  a  bitter  coiiinicntary  oa 
tiK  cruelty  of  drcumstance  in  this  world — 
warping,  as  it  does,  the  truest  and  best  feelings 
of  tho  heart  from  the  bartnony  to  which  their 
■tatiirc  atluncs  them  I — warping  them  to  the 
discord  of  misery,  which  can  alone  be  silenced 
in  the  chilling  apathy  of  death  ! "" 
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INBUt 


PrtMan  of  mind,  ai>d  ooangu  in  ^jtm^ 
Are  more  tlva  waiiM  to  en«ur»  mubos. 

Melmont,  who  wan  all  kindnen  of  ban 
and  generoahy  of  spirit,  did  not  lesve  hh  fmi 
without  again  exhorting  hitu  to  rallv  his  spaa- 
and  yet  hope  for  a  liinc  when  forttme  sUnU 
make  hiro  amends  for  the  uahappincss  he  M 
hitherto  bon»e  under  her  Jniwn.     He  fiinhfl 
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made  an  engagement  with  Lavouii,  that  the 
Utter  slwuld  IcftTc  his  mhtudo — if  not  tlial  day, 
the  aext  (for  it  was  now  growing  late) — ai>d 
nturn   with  hinuclf  to   Cheltenham.      '*  The 

'  gmiety  of  the  place  will  relieve  your  mind,"  said 
Mehaoni.  "  Vou  must  laugh  at  Fortune,  if  you 
wiah  to  get  the  belter  of  her;  the  lyraiiniuil 
minx  only  frowns  the  blacker  on  you,  the  more 
you  show  yourxelf  awed  and  distressed  hy  her 
menaces !  *  Hardi !  La  ifaicU  porte  loujour* 
dt  bohheur  f  To-morrow  I  will  call  and  trans. 
port  you,  effects  and  all,  in  b  carnage  I  shall 
oonte  orer  in,  fur  the  express  purpose !  Think 
no  uK>re  of  what  has  happened  that  is  unplea- 
sant— but  only  believe  that  it  will  be  relieved  I 
through  my  sgvncy  (I  speak  sanguincly),  it 
sliftll  I  Yea !  ID  a  few  months  we  will  set  off 
together  to  Flornicc,  and  bring  your  father  to 
rauon,  unlets,"  be  ailded,  sigDiikaotly,  "  may 
TOL.  UI.  C 
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chance  should  poesibly  ihrow  him  id  our  «if 
aooocr."  AVith  lltesc  words  of  eoooungcaflL 
MelmoDi  shook  his  friend  warmly  by  (lie  kiai 
and  took  his  Uave  to  regain  his  party,  vhidi  h 
tbifi  time  be  expected  tu  meet  on  tbdrRttn 
through  Birdlip,  from  their  **  vxplonxJOB,* ' 
**  IbnUnng,"  whichever  term  it  "  bekt  I 
the  render  to  adopt. 

Oil  Ibleliiiont's  leading  the  cottage,  aoi  ka^, 
iiig  fur  hi»  horse,  which  be  had  left  fa; 
pales  in  front  of  Uic  little  garduo  at  ibe 
tr«ac«,  he  law  a  pi-rsua  leadinj^  it  up  aoi  daM^ 
whose  features  he  fancied  bu  bad  pn«ioa^ 
seen.  However,  the  fellow  aeenied  da*- 
miucd  to  disguise  ihexa,  if  possible,  and  o^ 
the  reoognitioD  difltcult.  A  bugv  blue  00^ 
cloth  caiDC  up  above  his  chin,  nlmoGl  lo  b 
lutder  hp,  while  his  cap  (a  shabby  toutf  i 
t€^age)  was  alouchcd  over  hi«   cyu,  met  ■* 
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of  which  he  wore  a  patch :  he  had  a  pair  of 
mouNtiiches,  and  his  dreu  was  that  of  a  courier 
— blue  jncket  and  troiiwrK.  As  Melmont  ap- 
proached to  mount  his  horse,  the  man  proceeded 
to  hold  the  Mtmip  for  him,  making  a  reverence 
id  a  ludicrous  sly\e,  worthy  an  Italian  iHifToon, 
accompanying  it  with  an  nddress  in  the  follow* 
iog  style. 

"  God  Mess  your  honour,  and  all  good  peo- 
ple l^luit  if,  people  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  do  good,  and  have  the  will  too  to  exert  tlut 
power! — There  arc  not  many  such  in  this  good- 
for-nothing  world,  mnrfe  up,  as  it  is,  atmartMiJles, 
pendarchyjhnfurom,  tymnt«,  bulliM,  tumnwt^, 

and  hypocrite« '. Not  many,  sir,  not  many ! 

— ' apparent  rari  natttta  m  ^rgile  vtuto'  as 
the  [KWt  has  it,  and  as  we  ii»cd  (o  say  at  the 
gmmmar-whool  nf " 

"  Gnuunar^chool ! "  aaid  Mclmont  to  him- 
C9 
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self;    "surely  1  muHt  know  thU  bin)  b^itiM 
— pruy,  what  i«  your  name,  my  ntiin  ?  " 

"  My  nami',  Mr?  Oh,  sir,  one,  I  Sn 
my»e!f,  I  pr«d  not  be  attliamed  to  own  I  fn 
luacU  myself  a  name,  sir, — yH,  jou'H  M^ 
less  My,  wilh  the  poet— What'*  in  «  mk' 
/say  thcre'ia  great  deal  in  a  nanio— it gwi 
great  way  in  this  world  ;  hut  it**  a  difficult  tlif 
firtt  of  all  to  establisli  one." 

"  What  — for  kDBvery?"  interrupted  IB- 
moni,  Mniling  and  looking  suspiciuutl;  ■ 
th«  same  time,  as  having  detc^vud  tHu  lb 
"  waggish  "  character  (na  it  U  called),  tlul  •» 
affording  him  this  impertinent  rigmarole,  « 
"  I  would  venture  to  wager,"  he  ooolimKl,''I 
kuow  that  thy  '  name,'  vorlet,  was  cstaUiiW 
easily  enough,  if  it  be  not  difficult  i 
one  for  knavery  !  '* 

"  You  do  me  too  great  honour,  ar- 
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^uidem  tait  me  dignor  honore' — You  Kem  to 

know  more  of  mc  titan  I  know  of  myself if 

to,  sir,  I  trust  I  may  bo  allowed  ia  return  to 
boast  that  I  know  aa  much  of  you,  as  you  do  of 
youredf! — ecce  signum  ! — if  I  were  to  aak  your 
honour's  htmour  how  a  certain  engaging  wiilow 

Iftdy  doth,  I  might ''    (This  was  on  allunioti 

to  its  being  originally  reported  that  Melmont 
had  intended  making  orenures  to  Mrs.  Angus 
which,  by>tbe-by,  he  had,  perhaps,  once  thought 

^«f), 
"  —  Deserve  a  horte-whippiog,  knave,"  said 
Mehnont,  shaking  his  whip  over  this  prating 
fdlow'it  Iwnd.  "  Off  with  thy  patch,  man, 
uiulouch  ihy  hai,  and  pull  down  from  thy  chin 
that  muffle  of  a  handkerchief,  and  show  me  the 
undisguiwd  t^fligies  of  that  most  impudent  lA 

■  varleLs  (not  excepting  the  knave  Fk-urel),  higlii 
Bob  Retttamy  I     Show  tliyttclf,  I  «ay,  and  aay 

■  what  thou  dost  here ! " 
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Tlio  inin«f(>nimii<xi  was  nuidc  as  quicU;' 
it  Ute  *ortU  Umt  commanded  it  lud 
uttered  by  a  wizard  1  In  lij»  uodltguiaed  a 
(Ivtio!  Htoud  Bob  Rcstaniy  hinuelf  befcm 
hero,  uml,  nukiag  «  low  bow,  exprened 
unwible  of  tlie  coiupliment  paid  hini,  by  bO) 
diwowred  by  hU  'Mylc,'  which  dittiDCtb>,k 
nid,  he  shared  in  oummoii  with  all  a^M 
gvniuM.-*,  who  weru,  more  or  lett,  ott  umiinwi*t 
from  Virgiil  down  to  Byruo,  after  which  av 
of  compliment  to  hinisvlf,  laid  on  with  ■ 
(lian  his  usual  complaccDce,  he  proocwIM- 

*•  You  sec  before  you,  »ir,  a  pattern  of  ( 
in  lhi«  idi-ntical  Bob  ItGitaniy  you  tun  di^ 
covered  iit  me  by  the  aforesaid  distin^idd^ 
attributi;  of  my  style — a  very  ^Juku  AAikii^ 
I !  but  wlio  i»  my  '  jiEneaa  f  ' — that  you  itf 
kiMw  to  be  no  other  t}inn  the  voung  OmI 
Gustavo,"  {for  surfi  was  the  real  name  of  U- 
totio,)— "my  old  icastcr,  and  your  old  teffli 


OB,   THE    KECCSS. 


81 


whom  you  hare  Bcen  not  long  since,  and  hope 
long  to  »ee  ^ain !  So  do  I,  sir ;  ao  do  I — there 
is  a  plconire,  lir,  tn  contemplating  sympathies,— 
in  seeing  one's  own  feelings  rejected  in  others ! 
and  [,  accordingly,  and  for  thJs  reason,  honour 
you,  sir,  in  the  present  instance " 

"  Impudent  knave !  " 

"  Kxciise  those  few  words,  wr,  to  express  my 
warmth  of  heart,  pauca  rerha,  nr — Fvc  done 
oa  this  affecting  topic;  but  can  I  say  less  with 
consistency,  whtii  I  inform  you.  that  the  moment 
I  beard  the  Count  had  set  foot  oo  Briti«h 
ground,  all  tlw  aHection  of  on  old  servant  (and 
a  favoured  servant)  for  hi»  muter  rctumn) ;  and 
off  I  set  to  offer  my  scrviccit  again  to  my 
quondam  master.  I  found  hiiu— I  followed  him, 
as  you  see,  sir,  to  this  spot." 

"  Whot,  then,  you  did  ixit  run  away  from 
Cheltenham  because  you  were  bankrupt." 

"  Bankrupt,  sir  ■  GraciouB  I  With  my  disin- 
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terestod  disporilioo,  can  you  imagine  I  AnI 
have  left  my  business  if  it  were  Dot  lo  b 
rather  n  Iwer  in  ihe  cause  of  lidelilv  ami  afe- 
tion  ?— I  VM  flourishing  whUr  I  stayed  »h« 

"Rare  word*,  brave  Bob  Rc8Urov!"«l 
Meltnont,  laughing;  "  tliou  art  senlnKnIlL* 
well  as  a  philcMopher  and  prater !  Perhaw  Vat 
bankrupt  in  thy  purse.— thy  <  stock  in  bwd'rf 
reputation  was  reduced  lo  cwnsequence  of  a  link 
too  mucli  •  glibnen'  of  that  everlastingly  nfgif 
tongue  of  thine,  which  giivcs  iu  owner  a  p4 
chaiacter  for  secrecy,  while  it  letBoutallheibMU 
keep  a  secret !  Ah  !  ah  !  U  not  this  too  at  At 
bottom  of  thy  '  morement '  from  CHeltenham  ? 

'<  Oh  sir " 

"Ay,  thou  rogue,  I  have  now  a  'cro*  o 
pluck  '  wiih  tbcc  myself,  on  this  score !  Wbi 
thou  must  be  prating  of  mc  and  my  sBsin  i 
a  worthy  knight.  Sir  Jasper  Lenlwojth,  -h 
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^m  mb  enough  to  come  within  (ound  of  thy 
clftck  ?  How  (larcdu  thou  wy  nny  tltin^r  uf  my 
ocquaintiuici;  witli  any  laJyi^-widow,  maid,  ur 
wife !  Do  I  not  owe  ihcv  s  cudgvtlin^  for  lliat, 
ukI  thy  impcninencc  this  <lay  too,  oo  the  same 
subject?" 

**  Nay,  rir,  you  do  me  wrong,  indcnl ;  I 
never  commit  «  breach  of  fvcrecy  in  any  littlr 
matters  of  the  diplomacy  of  love — cotnmonly 
called  intrigue  —  unl«s  1  think  (be  vanity  uf 
the  parties  would  bv  flaiu-ral  by  having  the 
circunisiEuicv*  gently  bussed  about  a  little,  which 
i»  as  often  tbe  case  (the  inorc's  the  pity  !>  aa  the 
wish  to  ba«c  the  affair  kept  seciet ! " 

"  Why,  tliou  audacious  varlct !  I>o»l  thou 
mean  to  insinuate  that  I  poeseaied  any  of  this 
idlest  of  vanity  ?  My  fingers  itch  to  make  thy 
pate  ring  chimes  under  the  leathern  tongue  of 
my  horsewhip !" 

c  3 
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"  You  poMeMKl  of  Tanity  !  Ueaveiu,  srI  I 
flatter  mywir  that  I  know  Bob  HetttunybdKr 
tliaa  to  iniagiue  lie  could  be  guilty  uf  m  pv 
s  blunder  !  It  wu  not  because  I  ibouriil  ;^ 
were  a  sharer  of  a  vanity  so  weak,— Ijot  1 
considered,  tlint  in  utterir^  a  littU-  balf  nUaa 
of  the  circumManoc  of  your  atteniioiu  to  6* 
'rich  widow,' "—(alluding  to  un  old  «part  » 
that  elTcvt,)  "and  the  ackiiuwicdged  pnJhwB 
slie  gave  jrou,— 1  iilioiild  rathvr  signalise  ntf 
naate  in  letting  the  world  ktiow  what  a  triuofl 
owr  otber  suitors  you  hud  gained  !  Fame,  m, 
fame  is  lureljr  your  object  iu  Ufe ;  and  eray 
little  triuiDf^i  hvt|»  to  swell  Uie  wtymiiUi  m 
a  drop  the  ocean  |  and  such  fame  as  Ikk 
titough  smnll  per  st,  ia  great  quoad  the  eta- 
raation  of  it,  by  the  vaiiquiNlied  portJM  whin  it 
VOUld  mortify  in  Che  I  let)  ham  t  Ilehold,  ar,  th 
motives  of  a  man  who  is  as  tender  of  vour  reab 
tatioo  as  yourself,  and    who    would    willing 


an  augmenter  of  tout  renown  In  tfi«  gay 
world,  which  is,  doubtless,  not  lo  be  dcspiwd : 
butjudgeof  Bob Rvstaiiiy  better  ihnDloimngioe 
be  vifihcd  to  fUttcr  the  vanity  of  Mr.  Mvluioiil, 
in  hintmg  aay  tidings  of  hii  suit — of  Mr.  Mel- 
mont,  tlw  letimcd,  the  clever,  ibe  mUe,  the 
witt}-,  tJie  |>liil<Muphi<^  the  poetical,  tbe " 

"Hold  ihy  cferkslingly  gabbltog  tongue. 
Itjuntt  "til  think  lliywlf  well  off  (hod  hiut 
escaped  a  druhlring.  Add  to  my  oi)k.t  Attribute*, 
and  well  itiou  niay'vl,  tbe  *  furbcaiing  ! '  TIktc, 
prate  of  thytclf  a»  muoh  as  lliou  wilt,  or  of 
whomsoever  else  ihou  pleasett,  liut  no  nkorv  of 
me  t  Here's  for  thy  pains  in  Iwlding  my  lior»e, 
and  bdog  faithful  to  my  friend,  tliy  master." 

Souying,  MchiKiut  flung  him  a  Mvcreign, 
ni  be  nxlc  off  towards  Blrdlip ;  while  Benuniy's 
tongue  stnick  up  its  peal  in  adding  a  boat 
of   enconuastic  epithets,  in  addition  to  those 
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he  had  already  thought  proper  to  desl  (Mt,li 
[tropitiate  oiir  h«ro  for  having  prated  of  imiit 
with  "  th«  widow,**  and  avert  ffom  bU  hctd  « 
Hhoultlors  a  wcjl-dcser^-ed  drublniig:  aan^ 
this  l««t  Hhover  i>f  Inudolory  epithet*,  tbosrif 
••  munificent,  gcneroas,  high-miiHicd,  pnnah,' 
with  olhcr  high-flown  cxclanintiona,  «m^ 
in  full  chorui  of  noisy  bufTooncry. 

Mi-lmo«t  had  colculattrd  rightly  enuu; 
party  were  just  entering  the  villagt!  at  uwdi 
at  he  hkIc  in  at  tlic  otlier;  he  joined  tbm 
accordingly  on  their  way  back  to  CheltokHV 
monopoliBing,  as  usual,  llic  conversation  ofih 
femulv  pan  of  the  company,  to  the  mortilabB 
of  O'CaUiighan,  who,  in  the  preaeoci!  of  M 
hero,  was  everlastingly  "  ciit  out,"  as  be,  (lit 
Hibernian,  not  Mdmont.  would  have  expnwJ 
it  {the  latter,  by-thc-by,  never  coniiknl 
•  »li.ng'  the  mark  and  «gn  of  a  gentleman,  dm^ 
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certain  'dan<]y-|frats*  who  have  given  IcanM 
on  i;eotilit^  of  )al«  years  would  make  lu  believe 
m).  The  Hibernian's  temper  had  certainly  not 
been  improved  during  the  interval  Mdmont  had 
left  the  party;  in  fact,  O'Callagtian  must  have 
been  mihcr  a  clumsy  dccrone,  and  must  have 
perceived  tliat  the  fair  pcfsom  before  whom  he 
wished  to  play  the  agreeable,  jo  far  from  tbowin^ 
him  that  he  bad  accomplished  his  object,  ratlter 
gave  »\gn»  of  ennui  at  the  tiresoow  offidounno* 
be  showed,  and  the  awkward,  overstrained  and 
sometiows  b(nslcrou9  allrmpta  which  he  made 
to  be  of  use  and  polite:  in  truth,  the  only 
reward  hit  ungainly  gaHantry  obtained  in  tlie 
mindfi  of  bia  companions  mu»t  liavo  been,  llint 
he  was  very  raw,  very  ignorant— in  fact,  "  a  sad 
bore."  The  contrast  he  felt  atforded  by  Mel- 
mont's  easy  manner  to  his  own, — so  little  to 
faii  own  advantage,— served    to  augment  the 
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bank,  than  a  wrry  quadruped  which  could  noi 
throw  jou  if  it  would." 

O'Callnghan  wu  s  little  too  much  in  the 
»oiiil>r<e  vein  to  he  able  to  cojoy  fJBceiiousnen 
of  mny  sort,  much  less  at  his  own  expeoKc ; 
so  he  merely  mutl*nvd  aomo  reply  with  a  very 
indilTerefit  grace,  and  reUpscd  into  his  fonner 
sulky  gloom.  The  reader  will  doubtless  ask  liow 
the  party  in  the  fly  went  on :  they  had  been,  u 
usuaI,  eaguff.-^  in  diwussions  ufter  iheir  own 
fashion,  chiefly  oonoeming  coaipnriKons  between 
the  aoneni  and  modem  times,  whieh  was  given 
rise  to  by  hiiviiif;  seen  the  Rocnnn  pavement 
beyond  Dirdlip.  The  hea<U  of  Mr.  Uoto- 
feniea  Mogg  oiid  Mr.  Jochflbed  Grubtuus  were* 
oa  yet,  little  less  swelled  and  sore— nay,  periiapti 
mon  so— than  at  firel ;  tliey  presented  a  melan* 
dlolyand  grotesque  spectacle:  they  wereof  suffi- 
ciently large  size  and   disproportionate  to  the 
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CHAPTER  IIL 
AN  Amnn  trait' ■>>. 

^ioIb  uite  or*  ptnti* .... 
.  ,  ,  ■  jiriihlbM  oontin^rr*  r-T"t-* 
Oiriptut(|no  cUpr*.  ViBSIU 

Lm  appotiiaaa  ban  i'vorre,  Im  cJuIcKm,  Im  mnaWM 
it  toUUIo  en  |«plllatc^  «ii  fttt  dc  gibler,  H  do*  rrniu  d*  la 
wlMB  ....  toui-ioni  kokBt  (bte  ■ 

lIoKm  RAikkoxiTB. 

TiiP.   next   momiDg  the  Count  Vosari  was, 

M  mual,  engaged  wmewliere  between  the  hour* 

of  tirvlvc  and  one  with  a  dtje&aer  a  la  fourehttte. 

There  was,  rnorcuvcr,  n  favourite  volume  on  (he 


interest  to  him,  not  only  at 
appetite,  but  in  the  pleasui 
detecting  and  analysing  the 
uon  or  not,  by  his  domestic  « 
had,  for  that  particular  mom 
heart  on ;  it  was  &Jour  maigx 
had  fish,  but  of  no  commov 
one  who  ia  not  a  gourmand,  \ 
himself  on  a  Itnowledge  of  tj 
ruMine,  and  on  the  delicacy 
refinement  of  his  palate — cat 
or  can  sympathise  with  the  Ct 
and  vulgar  exclaim  against  i 
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t*  bdng  of  ri:fincmeDt :"  not   a  glutton,  not  a 

grocily  d<.'voun.-r  of  large  quantitiva, — as  tbcsc 

coarse  censors  miglit  be,  pcihape,  with  n-spect 

|o  viands    half  as    delicate   as   the  epicurean 

delights  in !     No,  the  analyser  of  dishes  is  not 

(be  Tulgar  surfeiter  in  the  picuuret  of  the  table, 

4x11  a  nice  diacrtminator  and  a  thorougli  and 

-|>n>per  appredaior  of  their  **  merits,"  as  the 

result  of  a   sciLttce,  which  cookery  admits  of 

'twiDg, — ^juxt  M  any  otitcr  roatler*  requiring  ex- 

-perintent,  care,  and  exercise  of  judgment.     On 

this  peculiar dny,  theCounf  s  artitte  luid  prepared 

for  him  a  dish  t)ie  most  exquisite,  perhaps,  that 

the  Italian  epicurean  is  acquainted  with  ;  it  was 

I  a  stew,  or  cotnpdt,  accompanied  by  spices  and 

j  Mucv-ptquonte,  of  the  tunny-6sh  •,  (not  to  be 

'  The  prJtinU  oTltie  aMienti,  tha  «•■*  ■•  tW  Spuiblb 
DMckerri,  •  diith  wbich  eiritM  rsplurt*  in  >U  tuliui  gaai> 
USQiU.  and  othen,  too.  who  haie  r^cr  kkd  U)B  good  (oitoM 

lo  tMM  tt.   (Set  Dr.  Ntslc'i  TktcU.) 


ster,  which,  on  a  ground-wo 
superstructure  that  few  pt 
from  longing  to  essay  tbe 
luxurious  undertaking  wal 
inenced,  in  an  agreeable  an 
and  fear  as  to  the  success  oe 
in  this  grant/  ovvrage; — if  t| 
should  predominate  but  a  lit^ 
the  lobeter  should  prevail  o«) 
the  tunnj'fiiih  itself— if  the  t 
anything  but  a  soupfon  of  ^ 
natiou — if  the  sauce- pi quanj 
hair's  breadth  shadow-  jrom  t] 


frlmB*     JaU«^«.^V 
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tcidily — ir,  I  ny,  in  ihr  least  d<>gr(«  nny  of  these 
judicioiiit  boiiiitUrips  Khontd  Iw  ()verst«pp(^d,  nil 
would  111-  Kptiilwl !  afu]  the  Count  rendered  Jll  at 
eur  for  the  rest  of  liie  day  !  the  nuttrrial*  a  men 
-waste  f  t)ic  artitle  di-igruocc] !  In  fact  ....  a 
rtchirche  dt»h  i*  a  very  scnous  mailer  to  ditciiM 
— w)ii-th<'r  it  be  m  hinguagc,  or  the  practical  dis- 
cu*>l»n  itfclf  of  the  palate  \  th«  happiness,  or  tio> 
happiness,  health,  tone  of  mind,  of  lite  Count 
were  at  stake !  He  eommencrd  ihc  pleasingly 
hazardous  cxpcrintent  of  helping;  himself  to  a 
nnall  portion  of  this  inviting  (and  ex<]uii(ilcly 

promising,  at  le»st)oompositioa! Bul.alas! 

what  <.-onlradictio«is  in  little  thtng»  as  well  an  great 
are  ever  lurking  around  us  haple«)  mortals,  to 
snatch  gratilication  from  mir  rrarh  at  the 
moment  wc  fancy  we  have  made  sure  of  it . . .  . 
It  was  not  that  the  Count  had  tasted  tlie  dish 
and  found  it  wanting  in  any  way— it  was  not 
that  tlie  prc»Tibed  limits  of  the  proportion  of 


but,  it  was  because  it  cou 
at  any  rate,  apprecinted : 
Count  had  on  a  sudden 
"  cup  of  pleasure,'"  as  the  » 
larily  drop[>ed  from  his  )u 
pale  and  agitated  (from  a  < 
thnt  which  u  moment  bcfon 
plcosiiig  anxiety) — for  just  j| 
we  said,  to  make  trial  of 
mentioned  above,  letters  wi 
wlitch  be  could  not  rvatt  op 
to  do  this  was  strong^^  tl 
(nvceed  with  the  attack  of 


of  plcasniitiy  to  a  >ubj«.-ct  tvliich  demands  Ihe 
Cunest  M!riuiu»c8»,  Uie  Irttcrs  which  the 
Count  hod  o]KiK-d  and  glitoced  ovi-r,  night 
we]l  spoil  his  appetite — m»  ihcy  Imd  imparted  to 
him  tidings  sufficient  to  cauu  even  deeper 
emoUonit  and  a  keener  up|>earance  of  spiialion 
bj  their  serious  impon,  tliun  he  betrayed. 
Kleantime,  the  bell  was  rung,— the  scarcely 
tasted  viands  were  speedily  sent  anray  as  though 
tainted,  or  ill-dressed— much  to  the  pitiue  of  t)ie 
artUtt,  »'1k)  tliought  it,  at  first,  ■  reflection  oa 
his  art.  Before  t)ie  Count  had  fully  recovered 
himtelf,  our  hero  was  aiuwunccd. 

"  Ah!  iSIclnkont!  I'm  glad  lo  sec  you;  you'r* 
oonie  in  gCNxl  time  to  consoli;  mcU- pray  sit 
down." 

•<  What  can  be  (he  matter,  Count  ,*  Is  it  that 
someUltBg  in  those  letters  has  affected  you 
thus?   Excuse  me  if  I  ask  what  Uii;  intcUigcfws 
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»-  Bb^*^  Mvltnool,  in  th«  warmtli  of  Iiis  joy  at  thU 
K  taiatnmt  of  an  objfct  be  had  little  thought 
'  Duld  have  been  won  for  him  ibui  fortuitounly 
id  speedily  — "  I  congratulate  you  on  being 
blc,  DOW,  to  make  amends  to  him  who  has 
iboured  under  your  dinpleature,  aiid  to  y<iurs«lf 
oOf  for  the  pain  it  inuttt  Itave  cost  you  in  reject- 
j)g  hitu  as  being  worthy  of  such  displeasure !  " 
"  Who  could  have  imagined  that  my  brother 
—my  nearest  kindred  —  one  who  had  been 
treated  with  such  confidence— ftueli  warmth  of 
friendship— one  whose  fhatiercd  fortunes  found  a 
refuge  and  restitution  in  the  assistance  which  mine 
were  wcr  ready  to  aflord,—!  tay,  wtw  could 
era  have  imagined  h«  ouuld  bare  taken  advan- 
tage  of  the  confidence  I  reposed  in  him,  to  have  so 
abused  my  frintdship,  and  deceived  me  in  a  point 
ao  importADt  and  to  nearly  touching  me  as  that 
of  the  honourable  conduct  and  character  of  my 
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son  ?— 'inj  only  Km — a  dearly  loved  m,  tiOa 
heart  wa»  pouon«d  by  the  aocnunU  to  lu  p 
judicG,  which  I  was  perpetually  bnfiag  b* 
Lanei~suob  ww  my  brolhttr's  namt;  B* 
cru«l  in  him  to  make  me  tite  spon  of  te|* 
juries!  how  uiigrntcrul  a  relurn  for  llw  b^ 
nrwet  I  had  doni'  him,  when  he  stood  n^t 
OL-e<]  of  ootiwlarion  ! ""  .  .  .  .  Vaaati  «iiiU  * 
repress  (he  tears  that  forced  theraselratfno^ 
eyes,  as  the  wlwlc  weight  of  the  recoUatJi*^ 
hi«  syHiematic  kindness  to  his  brother  one* 
him,  contrasted  by  the  haseaess  of  tbenW* 
had  met;  hegrcvr  DK>re  coinfK)«ed  fw a  uiuw* 
but  it  was  but  to  relapse  mio  ui  agi' 
•troog  and  painful  a»  before. 

**  Would  iltai  I  knew  where  to  find 
KXi— whom  my  unktndaess  has  drivco  fmoi  ■ 
unnattirul  that  1  have  been,  yet  uDwittivgh ■* 
To  think  that  ihe  picture  placed  befora  nt  * 


lUIJW* 

iaaS. 
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falKC  wi  illusion*    When  &haU  I  ]Mve  it  in 
my  power  to  see  him  iigain  ?  to  aMur«  him  of 
my  forgivcn*«  ?  to  auk,  on  the  contrary,  his,  for 
vy  injiixtice  to  him  ?    I  call  heaven  (o  witiwM 
I  am  not  a  hardtH-nrUHj  man— rurt  an  unnatural 
father— nor  vrillingly  wmihl  f^vemyitelf  up  to 
unjust  prpjudiccs;  but  who  coulil  hear  a  tale  so 
plausibly  told,   of  circumfltancn  oorroWntecl 
by   HI  many  aiiborned   wiinctsn,  and   not  be 
incensed  against  tlip  penon  to  wbonc  prejudice 
diey  were  related?  What  father  u-ouU)  not  he 
jusliflcd  in  driving  from  lit*  hearth  any  offspring 
that  had  ho  dltgroced  his  name  ?  ...  1  am  not  to 
blmne ! . ,  Would  I  could  recover  my  son  in  order 
to  justify  mywlfto  him,  and  to  make  him  amends 
for  hia  pnwcriplioti  I . .  . .  His  poor  raofher  in 
vain  pleaded  for  him :  I  tliought  her  weak  and 
imdiMXTTiiiig — when   I  vnu  too  much   blindnl 
myself !  .  . .  I   wish  I  lud  made  more  rigid 
o  8 
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inquiiy  I    A '  clo«er  mveotigatioa  wmU  hr 

shown  DK  that  tlie  Ci>untc«s  and  ;vl 
Melmonl,  did  not  plead  fi>r  my  son  ia  «■ 
I  WM  ti»  Itasty  in  not  listentng  lu  tf hm, » 
well  as.  I^ami." 

«  Do  not  »fflirt  youmeir  nny  morr,  Sgce! 
rqilicd  Afdmont ;  '*  it  ix  in  vain  dMtnM 
yourself  in  thiit  mariDer.  I  trust  vou  will  ^ 
tti«  amends  you  desire  tor  th«  pain  yn  is" 
suffWvd  yniindr,  and  iK'nblein  lurotof^rMlitf- 
solation  for  the  pain  you  li«Yf  inflicted ' . .  ' 
trust  you  will  recover  your  aon, — eepccUl;* 
you  hare  in  me  a  witness  to  hia  ianoonM.- 
which  I  am  happy  that  these  leiten  fn»  ^ 
(■oum«8  have  so  upportunely  plsecd  befoTFiw 
The  hand  of  Providence  is  plainly  tnai  bM 
— those  lines  I  rerore  as  much  ns  wore  1 1«  let  A 
spiritual  writing  on  lh«  wall,  at  tnrotiaaci ' 
Scripture!  . . .  these  lint-s — iheM  letters  ifM 
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the  vindicatiou  i>f  iimucence ; — it  is  n«cdle*s  to 
«tk  if  a  lesa  awful  testimony  on  the  part  of  Lanzi 
tluii  Ihil  of  a  dying  oonfeaaion  intuld  liave  had 
wvight  OD  j'ou:— but  do  not  dietrcss  yourself, 
Count ;  I  did  not  mean  to  add  any  impulse  to 
your  grief,  but  mcrdy  to  justify  myself  and  the 
Countess  as  haviDg  ever  Hid  o-cry  tiling  in  our 
power  to  rccuncilv  your  feelings  towards  your 
•UQ— tliot  is,  a&  far  as  you  would  b«ar  us.  1  um 
bappy,  at  length,  to  be  oorroburated  by  a  tettU 
moiiy  ko  ooavincing  1  so  awful !  I  rrjieai,  I  trun 
you  will  recover  your  win — and  •ami.*' 
.  '*  How  ?  where  P— you  speak  mysteries  I  When 
can  I  find  him  ?  He  was  supposed  to  have  left 

Italy,  »«iif  said  for  Gretjce— some  even  tot  the 

East." 
**Sonic  for  England,  na  I  hope  you  tnay  find. 

Let  me  again  entreat  you  to  afflict  yourself  no 

more,  but  to  hope  that  this  storm  of  pasiioti 


event.  Meanwhile,  I  must 
you— au  revoir;  I  will  not  gt 
receiving  from  you  a  promiM 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  | 
to-day  at  the  Priory,  in  ai 
talk  more  about  a  matter  tha 
so  much.  Our  table  ifhdte  is  bt 
vill  venture  to  assure  you  at 
as  you  ever  had  for  a  rept 
So  saying,  our  lively  hero< 
warmly  by  the  hand,  and  as 
conscious  that  he  had  it  in  hM 
his  unhappiness  by  his  benevd 
TIii>  Cmint  JBHiaintwli  at 
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ifae  account,  as  we  have  already  gleaned,  of  the 
death  of  her  brotlicr-iD-laiv,  which  had  takvn 
place  shoftly  after  the  weeat  recorded  in  the 
Eccond  chapter  of  out  second  volumv  Ix-twtsni 
himself  and  the  CouDt4»s,  la  which  his  guiiiy 
cliaractrr  is  slwvm  in  so  dis^tttinf;  but  true  a 
iigln.  lie  bad  met  his  iluatb  from  on  aLtack  by 
banditti,  of  which  there  were,  some  timv  n^n, 
numerous  bauds  lurking  in  the  caverns  and 
forests  on  the  Apennines,  and  about  the  rivcr 
Mugra,  the  whotu  way  down  to  the  sea.  On  hi* 
death-bed,  as  we  have  just  seen,  he  had  made  u 
coafessiun  of  his  injustice  towards  his  nepttew,  in 
his  fuUc  representations  to  his  father  about  Ibe 
alTair  of  Antonio — an  event  wbidi  we  liavc 
oh-cady  heard  fevlii^ly  lumenied  from  tJie 
mouth  of  Lavolin  (io  the  opcnin)^  of  our  secood 
1-olumc),  wboD)  tlie  reader  had  long  ugo  recog- 
niseil  as  the  injured  son  himself  of  the  Count 
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eondiKf  was  wldetl  to  t)iL>  cot 
MaTententa  fenced  againxl  hu 
too,  relating  to  his  brother 
restored  to  the  CuuntesA.  Tl 
in  the  viglith  diaptcr,  he  had 
own  ends.  Thi»  confession 
giveoeia  from  Uie  Count  V« 
and, — more  llian  all, — Heaven 
The  Comitejs  tlwo  had  «dd< 
thronesiating  that  this  conf<.<j 
wnrdect  to  the  State  of  Naple 
proclamation  had  been  made  . 
»in,  and  indemnity  for  himscl 


a 
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the  Countess  >mtc(]  tlutshe  wu  coming  with  Iwr 
retiDue  to  meet  the  Count  in  Englmid ;  adding, 
that  she  did  so  wilJi  the  hopes  of  ilivir  bang 
able  to  rccorer  thdr  sou,  she  having  in«tiluu-d 
ihcclowst  inquiries  concerning  ih«  track  \k  took 
when  bst  misted  in  lul^,  which  inquJiieii  It-d 
ttrocigly  to  the  pruspcct  of  regaining  him  in 
EngLuid. — Mnj  she  soon  experience  itus  Imp- 
ptness  is  our  prayer— though  the  chances  of  dis- 
appointment in  life  uv  so  great  wc  can  banlly 
Tcnturi;  to  kwk  forward  I  In  this  instancf  let  us 
trust  they  will  not  "  dog "  tlw  patli  that  bu 
been  alnndy  rugg«d  enough  aod  uncncouraging. 
Let  us  hope  that  a  parent  who  has  endured  su 
much  may  meet  with  the  recompense  due  lu  ber 
anxiety — «h«  uill  not  find  an  ungrateful  tun. 
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Restsmy,  tuo,  wu  tii  tti«  way  u>  hail  liiit 
arrival. 

"  JSiiffe  domine  konoTxttiuime^  laiii  tlus  <;Im> 
■ica)  *  shiulow  '  *  of  his  master ;  "  I  uni  happy  to 
•ee  you  come,  nr ;  my  mostvr  awoiu  you,  aiul 
everything  ia  ready  to  go—pretto  is  t)iv  won! 
wiih  llob  Ke»taniy — the  stowing  the  things  io, 
on,  or  about,  the  carriage  will  be  the  labour  of  a 
mioute."  To  this  duty  accordiogly  he  aUiiressed 
hiuuelTt  whUC)  warocly  had  be  ftiii»h<.>d  apiMilt- 
iiig,  than  Lavotin  (for  so  wc  may  call  him  till 
tlie  name  is,  by  and  by,  entirely  disoirdi-cl)  him- 
self catnc  fortlif  when  Mvlniont  thus  greeted  hia 

"  "Ah,  Giinavo!  how  fam  it  with  you  this 
tnuming  ?  You  see  I  am  cunie  true  to  toy  time. 
Come  *  jump  in  ;  and,  llestamy,  do  you  put  the 
diioga  in— the  light  mottcn  inside,  tho  tva  out.'' 


f 


«nd,  this  piece  of  duly  perf 

llif  dickey,  and  off  the  £rim 

liani  J  the  goad  woman,  as  | 

K>me    most  reverent   courts 

having  fiiiled  to  inspire  '^ 

he  would  have  said,   wjth^ 

the  consequence  of  hw  niasU 

sented  as  a  a.fug;ee  wl>lenia« 

himself  partaking  of  his  conai 

and  his  fortunes;  the  good  wq 

ally  convinced  of  this  subUq 

handsome  preaent  she  receive, 

or  the  friends  from  her  JmtnbU 

threshold.      Boh   lientamy    aU 


— „   1 I.  .t 


to  the  wumaii)  Ui«  'young  Count  GusUvo:' 
wlicther  tUis  vas  Iiu  right  clcaignation  or  not, 
iirsoniething  between  both,— that  is,  appmaching 
ta  it, — «e  need  tM  inttnict  the  rcndrr,  but  Bhall 
3«t  h»vc  occasion  more  precisely  to  declare. 
W<>'  an  aliviuly  aware  that  this  Bob  RcsUiiny, 
In  ttic  varli««t  stage  of  our  acquaintance  witli 
Mm.  had,  from  hi«  own  accoimtt  t«rveil  m  rn\ift 
abroad  to  (he  jttrtaa  he  so  Ht^ignited,  fnmi  whom 
he  had  bi-«n  iiirparatcd  by  circiimdtancn — jkt- 
haps  tho»eoF  lite  flight  ju«t  mentioocd  of  his 
master  fWmi  his  own  country ;  and  be  bad  now, 
— &«  tie  explained  to  Mclmonl  the  preceding 
day, — rejoined  his  old  master  oo  his  6nding  out 
he  WM  in  England.  It  was  on  this  point  thai 
Melmont  was  questioning  Laroiiti.  i 

"  *'  How  came  Restamy  to  disoWer  yoU'W^ 
Jn  this  oouniry  ?  Heio  a  cunning,  sharp  fellow.* 
"  Ay,  and  a  very  fakhfui  feUov,  when  tried; 


02 
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^^^rifioe  to  ihe  goAs,  by  which  he  got  robbed  <tf 

fr  fci*  *'*''*'**""^  diniM-r*," 

.    Tiiey  were  now  on  the  most  btnutirul  part  of 
y     leir  journey,  ou  the  descent  from  Binllip,  that 

tummandii  so  splendid  a  prospect  from  the  hill, 
vhiob  was  seen  to  advantage  fnxn  the  tiaeMm 
and  clesrnevt  of  the  weather.  Karth  spread  gtadljr 
L  **  lier  green  breast "  in  the  blaze !  Brilliant  and 

beautiful,  indeed,  Hhooc  forth  the  day!— shone 
at' 

(brth  (o  light  up  in  the  heart  a  gladness  which 

was  caught "  in  bright  contagion  "  from  the  glow 

Uiat  beamed  over  exulting  nature!    For  througfa 

the  wide  landscape — far  as  eye  oould  scnit— wore 

the  woods  and  ruetic  spires  amidst  the  winto 

cottages,  the  hills,  and  laughing  valleys,  bt  up 

in  the  ray,— ^hile  the  streaiiu  that  now  poured 

headlong  over  the  rocks,  now  wandered  through 

the  ninidutirs,  fparkled  in  the  light,  and  as  they 

■  See  n«hu,  Mt  r. 
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flasbed  vividly  beneath  it,   se«niod  •» 
they  atniled  id  tJieir  gtddy  course  tbn»|kf 
wide  festivity  of  nature  I 

**  A  dajr  of  such  nuliaooe  and  lovelinm,!) 
of  &ucli  harmony,  a  smile  on  the  brow  of  i 
object  wesee, — all,  all,"  said  Mclmont,  "^i 
an  omen  of  joj-,  of  htppincBA,  in  our  csj 
and  ftuocesB  in  the  wisbus  of  our  hearts !  Wl 
ihevoicethnrprofntiouticuu-ul  Kingstous!  k^n 
mill  apprclvension  —  away  with  gluuu! 
tile  soul  direct  its  adoring  viMon  to  the  nq 
Providence  tliat  lights  u|>  thin  gladneM  uaasi* 
and  believe,  as  we  .silently  thank  hint  ia  <« ' 
bcoru,  that  it  ut  Hia  encouraging  aaik  df 
cheer*  us  through  tliese  raonumenu  aruunJoi 
hi*  giiodneas,  which  he  thus  lights  up  to  giwi» 
Id  brightnext  and  joy,  and  every  blia&ful  (axm 
that  beams  in  liveliness  and  hone  !  Yh,*  ' 
liuuedMdmunl,  inthe  wonntb  of  Im  heart, i 
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pressed  his  rricnd's  han<I,  "  the  nsult  of  this 
expedition  will  be  prnjificrous  (though  it  is  iin> 
possible  tn  determine  when,  precisely) — but  every 
thing  »]>eaks  to  roe,— tlie  glad  preseDliinent  of 
my  bean  tells  roe  so— that  you  have  not  failen  in 
with  me,  without  Kxne  happy  result  bdng 
attendant  on  a  meeting  so  providential." 

Ijivotin  felt  his  friend's  kindncsii  and  warmth 
of  heart. 

'  "  I  aliotild  be  Insensible,  indeed,  to  thv  good- 
iiOM  of  Providence,"  he  answered,  "  wert'  I  not 
lu  fi-cl  encountf^-mcDt,  even  ii  gleaming  of  joy, 
which  has  su  lung  nlept  in  my  hivrt,  and  of  hope 
and  cwntidenee  in  the  sentiments  you  su  warmly 
and  generously  breathe,  for  enlivening  a  sfint 
■hat  has  certainly,  tiot  without  reason,  been 
depressed.  Ves,  I  will  took  forward  to  the  ' 
future  as  a  hrigliier  prospect  than  that  to  which 
my  eyes  liuvc  been  loo  long  accustomed  ~  I  will 
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present  state  of  die  Poptifi»tc  and  Us  former 
»]))enil<)ur,— (»f  tlie  cardinal*  and  the  churx^h 
ally,— the  niin  of  tlie  great  nxxlvm  Homan 
fanii]ii>s,  front  an  extravnganoc  that  luid,  yean 
in  Voli«re''s  time,  called  forth  hi»  cenaurtf 
and  ridicule, — the  reminJscenoet  of  its  cUuic 
greatness,  its  beauty,  and  its  objects  of  curiosity, 
•»t)ii'  piciuiing  recollection  of  particular  spots, 
and  the  remarks  (»f  intereit  attachud  to  thent — 
Tivoli,  Tcmi,  Fraocati.  A  variety  of  matter* 
such  at  thc!«  served  to  aniuM  them  to  the  vnd 
of  tlKir  expedition.  Just  at  this  moment  the 
string  of  Lavotin's  (not  dumb,  nor  in  truib  aoiil- 
\es»  companion)  guitar  bloke,— the  ioatruincnt 
having  fallen  from  the  seat  where  it  Itad 
been  placed  by  a  jolt  of  the  carriage.  Tlib 
gave  rise  to  a  joke  or  reflection,  whicherer  the 
■  rtadra- pleases— nay,  (o  both,— arcflecdon  oo  the 
part  of  Lavotin,  and   a  joke  on   the  pan  of 
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The  carriage  hiving  DOW  arrived  at  the  door  of 
the  Priory,  Melmont  conducted  hb  friend  in 
doon,  hik)  law  him  csuhlbJied  in  the  apamnenti 
he  lind  fomierly  occupied  hiiiiitelf.  The  frientis 
then  separated  tu  prepare  for  dinner  at  the 
UAU  iffiStf,  where  Melntout  intended  to  dine,  fiH- 
thv  Mike  of  uRonling  hi«  cotnjiauiunship  tu  h'u 
friend,  who  was  a  stranger,— and  to  whom  )k 
added  <is  lliey  parted,  "that  diimiM-  would  be 
ready  ia  an  hour's  time  predsely."  With  this 
"  interesting  intelligence "  be  left  Lavotin  to 
eomplcte  hia  toilette,  and  repaired  to  perform 
die  same  important  duty  himself. 
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yjOfgoatc  door,  whose  eyes  nested  on  Lavoiin, 
wfao  gszed  anxiously  at  the  person,  wlio  now 
recognised  him  .... 

"My  father!"  exclaimed  LavotiD  (which 
wsuiikhI  name  we  may  now  liiuiJly  discard  for  hut 
n-nl  OIK  of  GusUvo  Vasari),  w  he  sprang  towardi 
him,  and  flung  himself  oa  his  knves  hcfure  him. 
"  Is  it  you  that  I  *ec?     <Vii  injured — iudivd, 

Iaa  iDJured  ai;d  miareprswnted  wn  supplicate* 
at  your  feet  for  forgiv«nea>,  and  entreats  yoa 
to  rceeive  him  again  to  (hat  favour  which  Pro> 
I  videnoe  itself  shows  to  be  his  due,  by  tbus 
,  unexpectedly  throwing  linn  in  your  way  to 
implore  it ! " 

The  eyen  of  the  whole  party  assembled  were, 
of  coune,  turned  with  intense  interest  to  this 
•cene,  about  the  drcunutaooes  of  which  they 
were  all  in  the  dark.  Tlic  Cotinl  Vuj«ri  (for 
cuch  wc  need  not  say  it  wa.'t)  raiiK-d  hi*  ton  up 


t*^^i> 


»  4 

aad  embraced  \A 
tlisnked  Frovida 
"  My  son,  I  k 
this  juKtificatioa 
I  will  »p«ak  to  1 
mode  mc  as  anxi 
l)efore  been  didl 
that  s  fatliET  is  , 
favour  again,  as  i 
Let  U6  embrace- 
recal.  At  a  pra 
explain  to  you  bI 
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mo  by  this  suTprinng  chance,  it  shall  he  hens 
aftw  grntifUtl ; — they,  and  my  friend  Mr. 
Melmont,  will,  perhaps,  excuse  my  pmcitce 
amongst  them  at  the  party  where  I  wa*  thit.  clay 
to  haw  bocit  a  guest.  My  feeling*  ore  a  little 
too  mtieh  excited  to  make  it  as  agivcablc  M  it 
should  be,  either  for  them  or  me,  that  I  should 
jojn  »>  large  a  society.  Cotne,  Gustavo,"  he 
continued,  Ut  his  mni,  "  let  u>  retire;  »ur  repast 
were  more  properly  in  pnvate,  where  there  is  so 
much  to  communicate  that  regards  ourseUc* 
alone.  Mr,  Mrimont,  howerer,  will  not  deny  ua 
his  oompany— we  camiot,  indeed,  do  without  him ; 
—though  invited  here  na  his  gunt^  we  iDtiitt 
take  him  away  with  us  and  make  him  ours.  He  la 
our  mutual  friend,^-aur  privacy  indi-ed  would 
be  felt  painful  without  his  presence— too  piunful 
pcrliap*.  Come,  Melmoni,  oblige  me  by  acccoi' 
ponying  me  and  my  lun  to  my  retidence." 
TOL.   at,  B 
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must  have  perceived  in  O'CoUaghan  a  tketch  of 
tauty  a.  fonuDoliunler  from  the  Emeraid  IbIc.  of 
which  pcnuntt  Chelteohani  is  said,  (a*  B«tb,  in 
old  limes,)  to  b«  II  tutuewhat  favourite  rraorl. 

On  the  arrival  of  MelmoDt  and  bis  two  fricods 
at  thi-  Count's  the  latter,  after  the  cloth  wm 
reoMf-ed,  proceeded  to  unfold  to  his  son  the 
purport  of  all  that  wc  have  beard  u  much  at 
leugthf  in  the  several  diapters  that  expl^n  the 
bfytooutt  of  the  Count  Vasari's  bnrther  in  his 
tnierepresentation  of  his  nepl>cw,  and  tbo  exhibi- 
tioQ  of  hi«  nwtivc*  fur  lo  doing,  sliown  m  the 
scene  at  tliv  chfttnu  nmr  Spouia ;  which 
owtivet  we  rvrnvmUir  to  have  been  so  jostly 
jucrihcd  lo  bim  by  bit  nephew,  in  ihoae 
uiiliHppy  solitary  n-Acctiona  on  tho  slMro  near 
Dunkirk.  We  will  not  mnbitter  the  rcouUco- 
tioHC  of  (he  nndvr,  mi  the  one  hand,  uor  intrude 
usdew  repviitioiia  on  bim,  on  the  other,  by 
E  8 


tina  ms  BOO.  iUdnatit,  .«■ 
'lappy  (as  the  ancient  "  Q 
aented)  in  being  able  to  a 
gratulations,  on  both  sides 
w>  happily  made  in  his  ^ 
joined  in  the  expressions  (^ 
regret  at  the  heinous  cooduq) 

it,  of  Lanzi.  • 

1 

•"JJm  enough!  "added  tl| 
subject.  He  has  paid  the  fij 
it  were  needless  to  heap  i 
grave^I  forgive  him;-^hi|< 
recur  to  his  memorj."  - 
Gustavus   was  indignant^ 
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had  received  at  the  hands  of  tKc  Abbuc  Laozi, 
the  guilty  slave  of  those  dirast  pMauons  ihnt 
oui  ugitate  human  nature — Hate  and  Enry ; — 
the  nwre  guilty,  u  be  belied  hia  priestly  cha> 
meter.  He  wan,  however,  consoled  on  underw 
■tandjog  that  hia  mother  would   fuxm  be  with 

I  those  to  whom  >hc  wm  dearest;  tliat  he  might 
expect  to  »ee  her,  iwrbapa,  in  iJie  short  tpsM  of 

I  une  mek.  In  bis  mother  be  rvcogiu»ed  all  that 
was  most  dear  to  him  now.  She  hnd  wvr  been 
the  earnest  advocate  for  him  agoinel  the  misns 

I  pre«enLati<)n«  of  his  uoele,  at  we  liave  before 
heard  him  exprewi,  in  the  chapter  where  be  waa 
6rBl  introduced  to  u«.  Gratitude,  therefore,  on 
thia  account,  in  thi»  bitter  pamo^  of  hia  life, 
bound  yet  more  ftrongly  the  natural  tie*  of 
filial  affi>vtifl« ;  comfMutnon  loo,  for  Hie  indig- 
nilie*--nay  cruelties — ah«  hnd  MiflV-red  from  hia 
Mtde,  in  his  endeavours  to  wrest  from  her  those 
written  testimonies  by  which  la-  hoped  unjustly 
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wa«  happy  ngain  to  hear  his  right  name  from  those 
whose  esteem  Iw  valiK'O.  He  had.  itidnHl,  been 
(as  we  liave  seen)  addressed  by  that  diatterbox 
Rotainy,  his  valet,  as  the  young  Count  Gustavo ; 
butasheliadnobuaneaatocaUhhiuelf  '  Count  "* 
piTseat,  be  had  checked  his  loquacious 
retaioer's  impertinence  as  well  as  he-  could.  As 
the  Counteiu  was  expected  over  in  about  a  week, 
it  WIS  settled  between  MelRMiit  and  GuMavus, 
that  they  should  go  up,  in  each  otberV  company, 
to  town,  to  meet  her.  And  now  thai  the 
subject  of  bitlemvsN  whtclt  tlie  history  of  GuA- 
tavo  has  unfoldctl  who  so  happily  Mutfaed,  and 
peace  restored,  Melmont  ventured  to  a-nk  him 
of  the  prior  passages  of  his  life, — that  is,  before 
ihey  had  Ix'conie  acquainted,  and  before  Gus- 
tKTo  bad  formed  any  acquiiintanrc  with  the 
regretted  Fomarina.  The  friends  were  now 
strolling  together  down  the  promenade. 
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Luuifte.  And  ihcrc  wa»  on  i-xcusc  for  my  lovjog 
Fornoriiui,  ju  s)h:  had  all  the  qualitKS  of  the 
first  object  of  my  afii-ctions,  and  was  very  like 
Louise  too." 

'*  You  arc  unfonunatv  indn-d  in  jroiir  altacli* 
tncDU;  on«  lost  by  Circuimtance, — tbeotbef,  by 
the  worse  circumttaacc  of  Death.  Dut  do  not  let 
the  recollection  stdden  you ;  you  have  found,  itn- 
ex[)ccie<)ly  found,  a  fatlH-r ;  perhupsyou  niay  yet 
meet  Louise  again  one  of  lh«se  dnyn.  I  know 
nothing  more  intereMing  and  more  delightful 
than  the  happy  chances  which  away  our  des- 
tinies, and  throw  old  and  lost  friends  and  fuce* 
in  our  way  sometimes  when  we  least  expect  it  i 
and  the  pleasure  is  still  greater  from  iis  being 
unexpected ! " 

But  lier«  tlie  frieoda  parted,  Melmont  rdutn- 
ing  to   I>«n»downe,  and  Gustavo  joining   hh 
father,  who  at  that  mouient  met  tbcm. 
m9 
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Con  •  Dun  commit  a  man  bd 
-«I  .Sir  /.Moiut  4 


O'CALLAGHAN.as  has  been  < 
in  liis  bosom  deep  and  mtghty 
our  hero,  on  the  most  ridiculo) 
ciple  in  the  world.  He  vraa' 
that  Melmont  gained  more  ioQ 
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90D>e' other  person,  the  widow  jret  refitted  (» 
accept  of  liini, — O'Calioghan.  The  Emi^niUkT 
being  in  a  fury  at  this,  kmked  out  fur  mnw 
quarter  in  which  to  veDt  bis  spleen — he  vould 
find  none  hut  that  of  our  innocent  hero.  How- 
ever, whether  he  had  reason  or  not  for  <]iiar- 
relUng,  be  vmn  determined,  like  Sir  Lucitis 
O'Tngger,  to  do  i» ;  for  he  oonsideTed,  though 
Melmont  had  not  indeed  taken  the  widow  away 
from  him  h_v  marriage,  yet  that  he  had  done  mi 
by  rendering  her,  at  any  rate,  iodilTerent  to  him 
(O'Callaghan),  by  so  con^snlly  celipsing  him  in 
her  presence,  as  he  did,  by  his  superior  intelli- 
gence and  power  of  picftsing.  The  result  of  all 
this  tumult  in  the  bocom  of  0*C«llaghan  will 
appear  from  a  cartel  which  Ficurct  that  mom- 
ing  put  into  tlie  hundx  of  our  hero  before  he  hod 
riton :  it  ww  an  elegant  specimen  of  Ilibemian 


insulted  me  I  Yis,  have  ya 
an  Iiighmaii,  and  where's  « 
name!  That  I  may  prove 
salisfoction  of  ye  for  rasons  tl 
or  if  ye  can't,  I'll  tell  'em  y^ 
tne  the  amends  I  require  at  y 
palaver  about  rasons  befor«hi 
this  kind ;  my  rasons  are  my 
waiting  your  pleasure  on  the  ' 
at  seven  this  evening. 

"  Patrjci:  i 
"-  yp  Arthur  Melmout,  Eaq 


"Hi 
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laaghbg  at  tho  groteK|u«  Iriebin  of  die  note. 

.**WgU,  1*11  humour  hia  whim,  iboi^  it  ia  a 

great  oondcBoeoskm  on  tny  pail  to  a  needy, 

hot-)>e»ded,  i»e««  advctiluriiig  fellow,  vrboae 
pretcnMons,  I  fancy,  I  havp  seen  prclty  well 
through  for  somv  time,  and  thU,  I  jmagme,  h 
the  secret  of  hU  piqnc."*  With  this  \k  rang 
the  bril  for  FUtird,  ordered  jxii  and  paper  to 
be  brought  him,  and  wrote  the  following  aOBwer 
in  bed  to  the  magnanimous  cartel  of  die  incenttcd 
Hibernian  :— 


1' "StK,^!/  I  'uHdferfibutd  tai)fiii  At  ralgar 
ttfma  c£  a  twte  which  I  have  just  received, 
aubacribed  with  your  name,  it  ia  your  mguvat 
that  I  ihoiild  give  you  a  meeting.  Though 
I  stroogly  apprehend  that  I  am  subjecting 
nywlf  to  a  certain  degree  of  degradation  in 
taking  so  far  notice  of  you  as  to  answer  your 


8ff 
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very  strange  conimunicatioo,  yet  I  wiB 
th«  considtTfttion  of  who  iind  what  yott  ■»,» 
will  accordinjfly  coadcaoend  to  do  my  fade- 
vmirs  to  add  «n  ouoce  of  congenial  load  »  ** 
which,  under  the  dwignntioo  of  a  head,  Jn^ 
hurdeos  your  ahouldors, — at  the  time  md  [J» 
you  menlion. 


The  note  being  ««Icd,  was  given  to  Flno* 
nod   despatcbed   fortliwith.       O'CalUghM  ■• 
waiting,  meantime,   in    ardent    cxpectatiin « 
an  aiuwer.     *'  By  St.   Patrick,"  be  adm^-, 
to  hiniA^f,  "the  blow)  of  sn  Iridinun,  *^. 
once  roused,  must  havo  some  vent  to  iqip«i>l| 
Like  our  own  swatc   little    Lifiy,  when  >l  "^ 
Bwollen  a  *  bit  high,'  it  cao*t  be  asy  till  it  fiai 
JU  saucy  current  into  the  aea."      In  Mich 
did  O'Callaghan  rhodomontade  to  biDnetTi 
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up  and  down  hts  tooid,  clenching  hi*  fiit, 
I  anil  griDcling  his  tcdh  occoMonally  in  the  giut 
of  his  rsgc,  when  he  thoaght  of  ihc  Iom  of  the 
widow  nil  through  tht-  imiilfcrtnce  ocoMionod 
loirards  him  by  thi-  nddrc^  of  his  rival. 

"  I  nhouM  be  gUul  to  lower  his  crest  m  bit, 
and  itbould  I,"  raid  lhi»  bluodtliirxty  Tartar. 
"  It*s  not  enough,  isn't  it,  to  otalv  away  the 
9wate  darling  object  of  one's  afTecdons,  and  all 
her  still  swntcr  bit  of  a  fortuncy  but  Iw  must 
needs  iatigti  at  one  ticforc  licr  face,  and  bad 
luck  to  him  !  Who's  to  vndore  such  '  policy  *  as 
this,  faith  ?  I  don't  care  tf  he  niver  biles  any 
thing  but  dust  again,  after  I've  met  tlie  emi- 
tted Saxon.  Hasn't  he  always  showed  a  sort 
of  a  continipi  towards  nte,  as  if  lie  was  somebody 
I  was  nobody?  A  n't  I  Patrick  O'Cal. 
an,  d<>scem)«l  fiTHn  the  rj-al  family  of  th« 
Limerick  princes,  every  day  in  the  week. 


lwTot-UUUlighni,n 

uf  iJioodng  hi*  foci    tfao 
lion  aomewluit  upjkcased  hi 
dency  wa>  countcrlialattcn) 
what  he  [ud  juivt  complai 
placing  ao  little   value   up 
portance,  or  even  rft({>ecta.b 
what  arc  ye?"  exclaimed 
looked  at  tlic  Dote  agaiu — "■ 
1*11  teach  ye,  sir,  I'm  as  gun 
date  to  talk  so  coolljr  of 
on  my  Kboulthers  ?     Hy  tlic 
own ! — for  TU  pepper  ye  foi 
So  saying,  he  seJ3!ed  a 
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hiiu  liere,  now,  at  the  right  distaoce,  I'd  pay 
aJT  bis  nate  complitiK'Dl !  Howiver,  all  in  good 
dme!" 

So  a»ymg,  the  son  of  Erb  bridled  in  hi* 
impatience  as  well  as  he  could  till  (he  appointed 
(iittf,  when  he  foond  his  adversary  readv.  wait- 
ing lo  niM-t  him. 

The  spot  wu*  very  convenient  and  "  handy  " 
for  Gttlc  matters  of  this  nature.  Melmont's 
second  was  his  friend  Gustavo,  who  looked  with 
incffahlc  contempt  at  O'Callaghan  and  h» 
second.  This  was  a  wild,  red-hot  tri«h  ad?efH 
larer,  too,  similar  to  his  principal.  (O'Callaghan 
had  first  asLed  Mr.  "Stogg  to  be  his  second,  but 
Mogg  was  too  terrified—ditto  Grubbtnt.)  Md- 
inont  smiled  at  Gustavo's  countenance.  "  Oh, 
never  mind  ifil  is  sooK-what  ofa  denffi',  girhg 
this  fdlow  a  meeting:  what  else  couM  I  do  la 
chariljr  to  him  ?    If  I  don't  shoot  him,  it  will. 
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Com?,  I'll  juRl  lip  h'H  t-lbow  ttn  liim  1 ...  there," 
he  oMitinura),  as  the  partirs  fired,  "  see  how  he 
dances! — I  told  you  t  would  make  hU  elbow 
tin^^le ! — I  think  be  has  had  vnough  of  JL" 

In  fact,  such  was  the  caic :  O'Cailaghan  was 
hit  in  tlie  arm,  just  iivconvenJcntly  enough  to 
makf  liim  look  ridiculous,  ulterlir  di«ihii.-d  froni 
oontinuinif  the  feud,  and  furiutis  at  Ixnng  thus 
stopped  abort  in  a  "  biuancas,"  which,  as  hi* 
said,  l>p  wilthed  to  "  go  aa  far  as  it  could."  He 
slamped  and  swore  more  like  a  madmnn  ihitn  any 
ihinjt  cImc;  meantime  ll  was  necessary  hia  arm 
tihould  he  bound  tii>,  and  put  in  a  sling. 

MelmcHit  could  not  help  Uughtnf;,  though  he 
checked  hi*  riiiihlr  pr(>|)en8ilie«,  as  he  looked 
somewhitt  scornfully  at  O'Cnllaghan,  as  sone* 
thing  boncnth  him,  and  said  l)c  (rusb-d  Iw  wit» 
now  nitsficd.  He  did  not  wait  to  hi-ar  wtiat  the 
Irishman  had  to  say  in  reply,  but  left  him  in 


*  " 


} 


OB,  Tiie  lecKS!. 

fortunate  for  O'ColUghAa  was  it,  he  bad  so 
Icnit-Dt  aod  chariublv  a  foe — at  lltv  same  time 
that  he  was,  ir  1h-  {Messed,  w  dangcrDus  and  for- 
midabte  a  one.  As  for  O'Callaghan,  he  «aa 
nothing  of  a  pro6cient  in  this  interesting  knack. 
Hi*  arm  iMrii));  im>w  bound  up,  hut  vulgar  rage 
sought  refuge  iu  execntioai,  which  were  hut 
ipapotcnt,  at  the  **  ugly  knock  be  had  bad 
ji»t  at  tlie  b(^niuag ! "  "  Who,"  (hi  cunlinunl, 
should  tuivc  thought  tlie  oNi^-aicd  bil-o'-blood 
of  a  fellow  could  liuve  aimed  so  well !  It  will 
»i«e  bi»  connate,  will  it  ? — Tlwu^i  he  might 
better  xfMie  it !  fur,  after  all,  I  believe  it  traa 
chance^  and  nu  aim  of  his  own,  that  helped  me: 
to  the  knock  !  " 

„  O'Callaghan's  shot,  by  the  by,  we  ought  to 
obaerve,  bad  gone  so  cluiuuly,  and  so  much  out 
of  its  intended  latitude,  that  it  wandered  tlirough 
soRte  bushes  at  KWie  distance  to  the  aide,  and 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 


ma    VlLLAtX*  AT  VOKB    AGAIN. 


I 


^liBra  oah  ilw  ba' 

The  RkNiDAMt. 

The  CodDt  V'asari  was  suqiriwHl  and  pleued 
thU  morning;,  bj^  lh«  receifM  uf  a  letter  from  his 
countew,  informiug  him  of  lier  arrival  in  town 
with  her  niece;  am)  accordingly  GuxUvo  toM 
no  time  in  procwcdinfr  to  mcot  her  forthwith, 
with  the  intention  of  briogiDg  tier  down  to  his 
fatlier  aAer  he  had  passed  a  day  or  two  in  town. 
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her  into  the  power  of  hinaelf  and  bts 
■gents,  ond  th«  cotuequmces  be  dreaded 
Irr.  MelmoDi  tittle  doubted,  ihu  if  such 
cs*e,  the  wat  secreted  in  tlie  abode  of 
from  which  he  had  formtrly  rcKuetl  her: 
to  tht«  «pot  Itivn  (hat  be  loat  no  time  in 
un^tn^,  to  cndca\'our  to  trane  h«r,  and  rescue 
rt  aj^n,  though  at  the  haxard  uf  his  own  life. 
It  is  time,  however,  before  we  mc  th«  rwull 
'hi*  enterprise,  to  reriew-  what  had  been  going 
,  It  ihii  spot  till  the  pment  period. 
1*be  moment  that  Faldcr  perceived  hi*  machj- 
itlonii  with  tv»p«t  to  our  hero  and  hi*  saoter 
dtMHimfiieti,  the  whole  weight  of  hia  resent- 
Ml  A>ll  on  the  author  of  their  frustration — 
hv  had  nn  diiulrl  that  this  mun  would 
h»  hod  ■Inuuly  6owf,  by  bHiijs^ng 
tbd  Ufiptmhog  a>  evidcuee  agdnit 
thenfonv  te  be  beAH«> 


and  address  bim  In  tJte  g 
thus  decoy  him  into  their  j 
directed,  that  means  sfaou| 
depriving  him  of  the  us& 
the  opportunity  of  eonie  , 
company),  by  adminiateriBq 
wine  he  should  drink.  I« 
be  brought  to  the  cellar,  4 
already  been  described  as  ' 
the  gang;  and  what  w^ 
remains  to  be  seen. 

But  short-sighted  truly, 
J-'alder  was  contriving  ■^^i\^^ 
aa  a  prevention  of  miscfaj^ 


i 
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It  will  be  remembered,  wben  the  reulerwHR 
fint  uitroditced  to  tlie  scene  to  which  his  alien- 
tion  ia  at  present  called,  vut.,  the  cellar  or  care 
where  the  thieves  and  the  degraded  fenoalM, 
their  companions,  met,— that  an  old  voman  was 
mcntkmnl  aa  forming  one  of  the  grnup,  and 
that  Hk  had  bem  sensibly  affected  at  hearing 
the  name  of  "  Palder"  uttered  by  one  of  the 
persons  slii;  mu  sitting;  neor.  Whatever  mif^t 
be  her  vrrtHi|^,  it  appears  she  had  some  cause 
of  resentment  apiinst  the  individual  to  whom 
she  had  subsequently  recof^iscd  this  uame  aa 
bdooging,  and  she  now  nught  means  to  lei 
him  feel  the  effect  of  such  reaentinenl.  Her 
desre  was  to  give  him,  tf  she  oould,  into 
the  hands  of  the  "  police ; "  >lw  therefore 
lookcfl  about  her  for  some  instrument  to  cfiect 
h«r  purpoae,  and  introduce  the  officers  of 
justice.    SIk  was  herself  too  infirm  to  be  altxig^ 

rS 


they  qvik'kly,  howvrrr,  tat,  hi  «nner!i  of  h«r 
age,  in  too  many  insiancn.  It  «ru  thus  the  old 
womati  continued  a  convcmtion  slie  had  with 
the  little  girl  :-i_ 

"  So  youngt  my  child,  and  w  soon  brtraytd  I 
your  axMlttion  in,  so  ooct  was  oiino  f  Quit 
this  fJace  when  yon  nest  can, — let  me,  as  a 
mother,  nfx-nk  to  you,  atvd  cnircni  you  to  return 
to  honoiy  and  yoinr  friends.'" 

Alcine,  such  was  the  little  girl's  name,  could 
only  aOHwcr  at  fint  (for  ihu  was  not  a  hardened 
girl)  with  her  teark.  At  lenfrth  she  said  that  iier 
IViefMlshadtunied  rbeirbockionhrr;  andliereit 
may  be  remarked,  that  in  thus  shutting  the  door 
on  repentance  so  many  are  hardened  )n,and  forced 
into  sin,  who  would  otherwise  willingly  abstain 
from  fttrihrrmnr.  If  they  could  not,  indeed,  rccal 
ihe  past.  The  old  woman  continued : — "  Well, 
chil'l,  listen  to  me.     I  fiwl  an  interest  in  you. 
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li«re,  iind  I  beliere  it  was  the  hand  of  an  tnscni> 
tabk-  IVivJdence  that  led  dk; — I  came  not  here, 
I  fiud,  without  som«  purpose  to  exiKUte." 

She  checked  hrrwlf,  lu  her  muiiner  liecame 
here  more  impaiinoned.  Aletn«  re^^dcd  ber 
with  Burpnse,  sod  asked  what  the  purpose  was. 
The  old  woman  continued,  without  immediately 
OTSwerJRK  ttiv  question— 

"  I  liuvc,  in  ipito  of  my  frequent  deiititmioB 
through  life,  managed  evenlitally  to  wre  a  little 
«um,  but  still— enough  to  support  you  in  some 
honest  trade.  Aleine,  tliis  bltall  he  yours,  only 
you  must  rarn  it  by  serring  me  in  one  parti- 
culnr."  Here  Ae  spoke  with  f^^at  earaestnesi, 
as  the  Hitlc  girl  regarded  hn  fixedly.  "  When 
you  next  go  out,"  continued  she,  nnd  paused, 
while  Aleine  still  rt^rded  her,  but  with  s  look 
thai  tK*f>uke  sliv  wm  ready  to  obey  Ihm-  «om. 
ouads, — and  aocordingly  the  old  woman  put  her 
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"  Huth,"  Raid  (he  old  woman,  looking  round ; 
—but  no  one  was  nnir  cnoufch  to  uverhiiir. 

At  this  nioii]«Dt  the  irom«i  wlto  wvre  going 
out,  called  from  the  other  end  of  the  ow  to 
the  girl,  who  answered  to  the  summomt:  and, 
bidding  her  monitme  good-by,  shv  joined  the 
gfwip.  who  now  aiKvndi'd  thi-  Inddt-r  which  Ivd 
froia  ti)o  cave  ur  kitchm  to  titc  vaulted  yumgt 
by  which,  wc  remember  on  a  previous  orcuiont 
an  outlt!t  wiu  oAimlcd  frofn  this  atrangc  abode. 

"  God  bptcd  you !"  Mid  the  old  woman  to 
herself,  as  she  watched  her  etniwmry  drpari,  who 
looked  back  froin  the  top  of  liie  lamlitig-pUci-, 
jtitt  Hi  tihe  wa»  poMiing  ttirough  tlic  Htiur  that 
opened  vn  the  cave,  and  nodded  to  the  old 
wonwn,  u  much  n  to  say  ilie  wiu  beut  uo 
parfbnning  her  promise  The  old  wonun  waved 
her  liatid,  und  iht-n  vtaivd  herielf  down  to  em- 
ploy hcrM'Lf  in  knitting,  in  a  comer  alie  waa 
r  3 
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allowed  to  occupy  without  tnoleftUtioru  She 
had  not  been  seated  long,  before  two  ruffians, 
one  of  wltoni  wu  GeaB'rey,  entenid  the  cav«ni 
bearing  a  man  who  appeared  sslccp  Grma  the 
eflecte  of  soioe  iutoximiiig  licjuor,  one  of  tlun 
»u)>poning  his  bead,  the  other  bis  t^s.  Afber 
hnving  descended  tlie  ]«ddt.i  with  him,  tbn 
pbced  hioi  down  in  a  p«n  of  tito  carem  ooi 
{bt  from  ihe  itpot  where  the  old  wotnaD  wm 
■itting.  ^M 

"  Lord !  what  a  weight  the  fellow  it;  it  ■ 
worth  w>iiieUiiiig  to  have  the  carrying  mdi  ■ 
load  of  live  lumber." 

■^Live  lumber!  ay,  and  if  wc  make  it  dad 
lumber,  it  will  be  worth  KKDetliiDg.  D«Mich 
ia  the  word  :  whnt  say  }'ou  ?     SliaU  it  be  aawV 

"Ay,  no  time  boitcr  than  whilst  he's  asleep- 
FflJdcr  wished  it  all  over  before  he  came  tlut 
evening.** 


I 
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(  "  Wdl,  then,  the  iioon«r  the  better ;  lor 
before  lung  we  iKall  have  the  '  Count  *  —  (to 
they  ealled  hi'tn,  although  we  bare  dropped  the 
fictitioUB  or  '*  slang  "  name)  —  amon^^t  (ii. 
Come — there's  no  one  looking ;  the  thieves  are 
a\\  out,  and  the  women,  too,  with  their  '  \mU.' 
Now  then.  j. 1 1^  '  -* 

*>  ■  At  tliU  moment,  the  remontdeM  ruffian  vrlio 
spoke  (i»o  other  than  CJeolTrejp)  wa«  about  to 
commit  the  fatal  act  which  would  have  nuute 
poor  Starling's  aleep  (for  it  was  Siarlii^  whom 
they  bod  succeeded  in  making  (hufl  their  pri- 
»oiter')a  long  one  indeed, — when  a  shriek,  which 
pierced  tlie  echoe^t  of  the  cavern,  rdcI  tnullipliecl 
itself  into  a  thouannd  loiigtieft)  bunt  upon  the 
wretches,  and  seemed  aa  if  a  voice  cried  to 
them  from  every  comer  of  the  cave  to  desist 
from  their  horrid  purpose.     They  ■t4irted,  and 


106  OVT  OP  TowM; 

IooIcmI  rmind  to  sec  wbenoe   tbe  intemiftioti 

pnoeeded,  wb«n  the  old  woman  rushed  bcfaK 

them,  and   cri«d  oot  to  tbcm    for   the  lore  ar 

heavea  not  to  oonnnit  «o  honid  a  derd  ni  cold 

bUwd. 

'    "  Petoe !  yea  old  hamdnn,  or  you  shall  be 

■ent  packing  (o  kwp  this  miscreant  oonpsDV." 

"  Thf  old  hag  hao  upoilvd  all  "  uud  thr  other 
mlRan ;  >'  who  should  have  thought  of  her  boaf 
here?" 

Tbe  old  woman  was,  meantime,  bending  owr 
the  Teaturcs  of  the  sleeping  man,  and  gan^ 
mmcstly  on  them,  when  tbe  tnonatcr  Gtolhfj 
cri«d  out,  "  What !  aball  wr  b«  apoilod  al  oar 
reward  because  of  this  old  worti-uut  tbitifr 
What!  are  you  afraid  of  her  evidence sgaaK 
us?  Away  wi(h  ber,  1  »iy  I  What  waU 
the  Count  say  ?— I've  do  patience." 
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.  So  without  inore  ulo,  tlte  nilBan  seized  the 
old  vronuin,  wIm  clung  tu  Starliog,  crying  out, 
"Itulwl  it  it  h»  Hi  nl   nw  it  .u 

"  Peace,  old  rooyou  S — here  is  fur  thy  tnii- 
chicf-making  " . .  ..and  he  was  juit  going  to  pull 
tb«  trigger  of  fa)«  pistol  agniitot  Iter  breast,  when 
the  sLn^IcK  of  llw  lAd  vwuan,  and  the  Huddon 
start  li«  gave  xt  u«iug  the  Ut-c^tng  man  begin 
Ui  inoTv,  so  far  uuM-Htlvd  bis  aim  that  tlic  pistol 
was  discharged  in  the  air.  The  report  meaa- 
time,  ihuodering,  as  it  did,  through  the  vault. 
DOW  completely  Bvr«kjei)ed  Starliog ;  die  cries  of 
the  old  woman  bruu^t  liiin  to  hia  tnuca,  as 
liic  acreuDcd  out —  ■ 

"  My  fton  !  my  xm! — get  up  and  deTend 
yourself  from  murderers !— bdp  your  mother 
and  yourself !" 

Starling,  a«toaish«d  u  lie  wu  at  finding  him- 
self in  tilts  spot,  yet  aware  of  his  danger  from 
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the  attempt  ot  one  of  tlie  ruffians  to  liuld  hia 
down,  Btruggletl  vuJfnUy,  and,  symngmg  on  hj* 
ti'gs,  thv  two  men  aiid  himodf  wc:re  •uoii  eag^ei 
in  B  wRnn  conflict,  in  which  he  would  niiiit 
likely  have  been  the  victim  ultimately,  for  lbi;^| 
had  abandoned  their  design  of  dispatdiinc  ik 
dd  woman  when  their  chief  prey  mamaii 
unsixured,  when  suddenly  a  loud  knocking  wt* 
ttmrd  ut  tlw  <)oor,  which  soincwh«t  intemipial 
the  fray,  and  tht-  old  woman  ran  or  bot>bM 
the  Udder,  and,  as  adnntly  as  she  could,  opetwil 
the  door,  and  was  ready  to  faint  with  ecstasy  « 
Ac  saw  Alvinc!  enter  with  the  polioe.  ••-  Thank 
the  mercy  of  heaven  !  heavco  be  pniwd  I "  di^| 
screamed  out.  "  There  I  there  1  "  ^e  «aid  to  th( 
police,  "  eecurc  tliosc  men !  "  which  wns  socomt- 
ingly  dooe,  while  the  old  wutnui  ran  up  to 
Sturiiug.  ^M 

-jF  My  son,  my  son  I  God  be  praised  that  your 
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moUicT  has  beeo  made  the  iastruntcnt  of  your 
deUvvnace." 

"  M^  mother  1 "  said  Starliii{;,  in  astonish- 
ment 

"  Y<»,"  slif  rcpliwl ;  "  and  tlww  men,"  she 
said  ta  the  jwlicc,  "  wore  about  lo  be  Uis  muiw 
deren  I  I  have  overheard  it  all, — I  heard  Ihcm 
mcDtioo  the  name  of  Faltlcr  at  that  of  the 
person  who  instigated  them  to  thi»  deed." 
41*^  Fald^r  I  "  said  Surling,  with  turpriw,  "  Itod 
he  designed  Ihusfaragainst  me?  But  I  t)»oui>hl 
u  much !  I  knew  tu  what  an  extent  hjs  anioMxily 
would  go  !  But,  let  mea»k, — my  ouonishmeni  to 
hear  you  oddrew  me  as  jour  son,  ia  even  greater 
thao  to  find  Faldcr  should  have  designed  agaioM 
my  life." 

«i  **  I  will  inform  jou  in  a  moment ;  but,  first  of 
all,"  turning  to  tbc  officers  of  justice  who  wvn 
present  totlienumbcrof  seveDoreighl,  "it  Is  for 
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tlu:  arreHt  of  Uib  FMkt  that  1   hare  soif  6r 
you  . . . .  " 

"  You  f— jDu  traitreas  I  "  cried  out  GtdCm 
*J;  Hold)  niffiai)!"  cried  the  chief  of  ibt 
policei  **kl  tfaewuman  Mpcub.  Your  anwtVM 
U  tbould  be ;  but  the  hu  diarges  *gtrinm  ollMn 
to  niakG,~iip[Mraitijr  agslDst  your  lewkr  « 
employer.  * 

"  Ve»  I  I  rep«M>  it  i»  for  the  arrest  of  tU 
en>[>)(>yiT  I  have  wnt  for  you.  Aleinc,  I  diak 
you,  child  I  Herv  U  your  reward^"  she  m^ 
giving  the  little  girl  the  purtc  she  had  pmauMii 
ber,  "  liiten  to  my  injunctioD,  and,  while  vm 
luive  lui  oppurtunity,  Wve  this  luted  and  d»- 
gerouq  (ilnce  before  my  of  yuur  misdnGTOW 
oumfwiiiuns  return.  I  will,  as  soon  as  1  cm, 
joiu  you,— «  »oon  a>  I  have  seen  the  tnucrcant 
Fidder  cjoiisigiicd  to  the  liantU  of  justice  ;  muD- 
tinK-,  follow  the  advice  I  gave  you  and  few 
CinI  nud  live  hone>Uy !  *" 
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«'Thc  girl  wa»  touched,  nitd  with  tears 
begj^L-d  ilie  intrthvr'i  bkiwing,  nftrr  wliicli,  with 
repeatdl  [MrcHniNm  to  tAwy  hvr  injiinclions,  and 
Kxii^  <Mi  «  spot  whrrc  shr  would  mcvt  hrr, 
vben  die  lattrr  shmild  Iravp  the  cave,  Aleine 
departt^,  and  the  old  wnninn  continued, 
addrcuing  lienelf  to  Rtariing:— "If  it  jiur. 
priws  ^rou  to  learn  your  parentage  as  far  at 
reJatefi  to  tny  claim  iti  it,  ymi  will,  perhaps,  be 
yet  more  surprixrd  Ix/ore  I  have  said  many 
words  lo  teum  who  wa<i  tite  other  person  who 
shared  that  daini  :  that  person  yon  Icnow,— - 
though  you  knew  not  me— but  that  jxrriton  you 
donot  know  to  he — your  father  f  — Listoi,"  StarV 
ling,  meantime,  hung  orer  her  vronls  in  hreatb- 
iMsaitention.—wilh  an  intert;:<t  and  eamert  aiiTl^* 
c*y  that  was  shared  hy  the  pollco-officent  prwent, 
— ell,  indeed,  except  the  two  prisoners,  wbb 
heard  what  pa&ied  with  brutal  indifference,  now" 
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mm\  tlicn  curbing  tln-jr  mischance  to  each  ctlxr,  * 
aad  silenced  bj-  tlie  reprimand  of  tite  cfairftll 
pcdice.  TheoUl  woman  thuKcootimiedheriWr; 
— "  Uuhappy  htu  been  my  lot   from  an  tt^  i 
peritxl  of  my  cxwlenoe.    I  waa  but  yoaag  »ta 
1  was  betrayvd  liy  one  of  the  most  bardfa 
and  ms\M\  uf  men ; — he  took  mc  nwiT  final] 
good  \tonu.;  and  from  rrapeclablf  pan-nlt,  wb 
only  child  I  was ; — they  died  of  broken  htaHt- 
they  who  had  educated,  reared,  cu«Med,  lo*^ 
me !  (and  here  tlie  team  diukcd  her  utieiarafi' 
a  moment).  Tbcy  died  of  broken  hearU— vtu^^ 
was  soon  thru**  out  on  the  wide,  wide  world  k« 
my  betrayer, — a  victim  to  woe,  iu>d  want,  W 
abuae  i  but  Oic  more  bitter  was  my  uumbk 
iitaMnuch  ss  1  was  left  in  a  state  nf  jucgnanct- 
To  pott  over  the  distresses  1  suffervd  daring  aB 
that  barasang  period,  sufBce  it  to  say,  that  an 
talents  and  education  cimbled   me  to  obtaiD  * 
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siluadoo,  vhere  I  supported  mjrwlf  and  my 
child,  a  boy,  till  be  was  of  the  age  of  seven 
yean  and  more ;  btil,  bctn^  Uikni  cnrc  of,  as  be 
Tra»,  bjr  atnuigpn,  it  was  no*  very  frequeuUjr  I 
)iad  hiin  under  my  own  rye,  except  oceasiooally, 
and  once  when  1  went,  at  usual,  to  mc  him,  I  was 
infomtL-d  lie  Itnd  strolled  away,  and  ihcy  had 
oever  \xen  able  to  trace  him  Kinou." 

Surbnj;  sUrtcd  at  these  words,  and  put  his 
hand  lo  his  foix.-ht'wl,  as  if  he  had  rvcsllixl  some 
drcunutancc  to  inin<l  wbicJi  luul  long  alept 
unremetnbered. — '*  It  is  tu !  it  is  so ! "  at  length 
he  said, — "  I  rutnembcr  the  circtimstancc— it 
bnaks  on  nui — my  mother !  my  mother  t  let  me 
embrace  you !  "  H«  folded  his  aged  parent  to 
bis  breast,  and  continued, — "  Tlw  features  you 
remember  in  me,  as  those  of  your  child,  perhaps 
are  plainer  to  you  than  tlie  recc^lcction  of 
yours  to  me ;  but,  now  you  mention  the  drcum- 
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slancps,  I  indeed  r«roll4?ct  those  tnuts"  Moi  I 
fixedly  »  h«r,  "  but  faintly,  sa  in  a  eoatad 
dream— but  tdll  I  n-coflect   them,  and  thai 
too,  I  can  rcral  the  tones  of  the  \t»fe,  at  J^ 
used  to  Bolt  old  dame    Starling   (under  *tar 
care  I  wa«,  and  whose  tinme  I  have  erer  ben* 
after  me ;  ye^  the  facto  come    fresher  do*  a 
my  memory— I  can   recal  the  drcumatana  ^ 
my  running  nway  from  Lontton,  where  w  w«n. 
it  vas  unintentional  on  my  part  ;  to  the  bet  if    ' 
my  KOoUectioo  I  got  tnio  a  wa^gtm,  jiut  pa 
out  iif  town,  with   lome  other  boy>,   and  U 
aaletp.     My  ctim[»ni<KM  left  me ;  and,  when  I 
awoke,  I  fimnd  myself  some  diatanoe  from  tiwfc 
and  (hchour,  too,  was  night.  The  impresrioDif 
dismay  I  felt  was  so  stnmf;,  that  it  has  nH* 
been  effiKed  ;  and.  though  it  had  long  i\t^  <b^ 
pended,  yet  it  now  wake*  on  tne  as  strangly  » 
if  it  were  hut  yesterday  !      Well,  the  waggoas 
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was  bind  to  rat,  ^lul  [ironiiacd  tliat  Ills  mastrr 
would  take  nie  intti  hi.s  employ,  moat  tikdy,  if  I 
proved  u  liuiid}-  lud ;— he  did  eo,  on  oiir  imval  in 
the  coUDlry,  aod  the  oiaD's  ptrading  atf  cause ; 
—he  did  more,  he  scot  mc  to  a  Sunday  school, 
and  I  so  well  improved,  that,  on  gruvnng  older, 
1  (.mgagfd  tnytwir  (o  an  atlorov;  of  tome  emi- 
nence, a  couRidrralilt:  dij>tai)ee  ufT— ibe  name  of 
that  man  (be  was  agvnt  to  the  late  Mr.  Mel- 
mont)  was  l-'alder." 

"  Wuodnius,  wofidniut  dispeDHatioD  of  Pro* 
videncc  ! "  cried  the  old  woman ;  '*  to  make  ibe 
child  the  instrument  of  vengeance  on  the  uih 
f(«liog  betrayer  of  his  mother " 

lii^he  old  woman  uttered  tliis  in  a  bind  of 
frensj ;  and  ibc  worda  ba4  scarcely  proceeded 
fmm  her  mouth,  bcfbr?  a  knocking  at  the  door 
was  heard.  miUw  ihui  - 

.„V  It  is  '»c  '■ "  sh«  trk-d,,  'i'  it. »  he !  "-mii 
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oMlioning  two  policemen  Ui  tlie  door,  ibt 
up  the  !ilef»  aiid  opened  it— «id  dnH 
Falder !  "  Men  •  "•  she  cried  out  to  lh«  J 
oT  justice  "  there  is  your  prisoner!"  ■ 
lind  scarwly  wt  foot  on  the  floor  of  the  t# 
brforc  he  ira»  seized  by  the  tmo  owe. 
iipnuig  ujiou  him  on  each  side. 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  this?"  he  « 
■larling;  "  what,  betrayed  !  "     loolchif;  at 
ling  aod  Geoffiy.    '•  Ht,w   i»  tbia ! " 
men  prisooera. 

"  Aye,  punitJied  as  you   deserrc ! 
old  woman,  regarding  him  Sxcdiv,  andai 
iog  him  with  a  solemn  air, 

"  Who  are  you,    uld     woman  ? '  be 
reluming  hergaic  with  on  angry  look. 

"  Falder  I "  she  answered. 

"  Who  are  you,  I  any,  that  addnm 
that  name  f    I  don't  know  it  I  ^  be  taiiL 
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\^g — hat,  looking  at  Starling  agmn,   he  con- 
tinued, '*  1  see  wlw  lias  Iwtrnj-txl  mc  t " 

*'Th»t  name,"  continued  the  old  woraan, 
"  which  yi«i  would  pretend,  if  you  could,  not  to 
know,  you  once  knew !  and  I,  loo,  knew  it  oooe — 
to  my  sorrow  !  Would  I  had  iiei,-er  kitown  it  I**' 
'•  P»liaw  I  woman,  you  nevM-  did  know  it 
l>eforc  that  villain  betrayed  mv  I  "  and  he  looked 
again  at  Starling  fiercely,  and  eeemed  as  if 
Marching  about  his  person  for  some  conctuiird 
weapon. 

"  He  never  betrayed  you,  as  you  call  it ;  if 
even  he  had  brought  you  to  justicv,  I  doubt  not 
that  it  would  linvo  been  but  too  jttst  a  rctaUation 

for  son>e  rillany  on  your  part " 

**  Peace,  maniacl  "  said  Falder,  Iwrcdy. 
**  I  will  speak — if  you  complain  of  betrayal, 
know  thai  it  is  /  that  Itavo  beirayed  you — I,  ibe 
injured,  intuited,  lotx  Agatha " 
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"Agatlial"  exolaiiiufd   I'alder,  ftUrting,^] 
glancing;  a  look  itl  Itrr.  and   thva  witl 
it(  aod  resuming  bi>  lone  of  GrrcraiiH,  "  11 
you  Dot !  nor  tlmt  mmp        " 

"  Alas!  tlini  bow  is  it  I  know  ytmi 
in  coitMquencoof  my  being  that  unbappj'  ] 
to  whom  that  name-  belongs  ?  Who  aait^ 
unhappy  ?  Ask  yours«ir.  But  this  n  tbehM 
of  xvtribution '.  \'n,  Agatlu.  is  irvnfi* 
AgBtba  has  bcuny««l  you  !"  she  added,  wM 
hysteric  laugh. 

"  I  will  bear  this  no  longer,"  cri«d  F^dvr 
"  if  I  am  betrayed— if  1  must  be  fpvui  ap* 
justice,  and  loiic  all  station  in  aocirty— 1' "A 
not  make  such  a  foTfeiture  tafnvly,  nor  «^lha<' 
reason.  Die,  wutnun !  —  Dinniac  1^-dia,  aiid  n- 
cedve  the  reward  of  your  betrayal  I  *  and  *^ 
tlwac  Hords  lie  rustK-d  from  between  die  wkf 
men  (who  siood  ou  eadi  side  of  hioi)  bdbreihi* 
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were  awara  of  his  intmtion,  snt),  drawing  a  pistot 
firoin  his  IwKnn,  discharged  it  with  micnt  to 
sbooi  ihe  old  woman  (whom  we  ihall  now  call 
Agatha),  whtni  Starling  riuJied  forward,  cr/iDg 
in  8  lone  of  anguish, — 

**  Hokl !  Itold  ! — you  will  not  murder  my 
mother ! "  and,  as  he  said  this,  ho  received  tbo 
ball  intiitdud  for  her  in  his  own  breast,  and  fell 
bacjc  on  the  0oor  u  the  puiicewen  hwteiwd 
forward  to  rntch  him  in  their  arm*. 

"  Wretch  I  "  exclaimed  Agatha, "  you  are  the 
murderer  of  your  own  aon  !  " 

'*  My  son!  "  exclaimed  Falder,  momentarily 
agitatnl. 

**  Yes,  your  son  ! "  She  then  reUt«l  the  rir- 
cumstances  briefly  of  StaHif^'s  history,  aa  given 
by  himself  a  iJiort  time  back,  which  had 
evidently  an  effect  on  the  hardened  villain  to 
whom   they    were    addrvsaed.      But    be    soon 
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come  in  the  way  of  danger  ] 
"  He  (lid  it  to  preserve 
Falder,"  said  Agatha,  «  tha 
have  destroyed  !  Would  th^ 
had  you  deairoyed,  — long,  ^ 
my  peace,  my  prospects,  ml 
made  me  old  and  hag^rd  a" 
and  I  Rgret  that  faUl  shi 
breast  rather  than  my  son's.] 
She  here  Hung  her  armsl 
was  dying  fast.  He  had  jus 
put  his  band  into  his  bosotn, 
papers,  which  he  ddivered  fe 
who  waa  now   alwiiit  In  tvira 


OB,   THE   UECESS. 


MS 


wllidi  their  employer  liod  now  executed  by  ■ 
savage  iniBUke,  atid  in  iho  gui>t  of  puMon. 

*'  Thc*c  |>apct»,"   njil  ibe  «lyi»g   mnu,  *•  I 

derirc  may  be  given  into  thv  hands  of 

here  his  voice  faltered,  and  he  gasped  for  brenlh 
.....  "of  Mr.  Mefanont .  ...they  rdato  ta..  ..^' 
The  power  of  orticulutiun  Hailed  —  the  dying 
man  fell  back,  and,  muttering  a  prayer  to  heaven, 
he  imwed  hitt  Ii4wl  to  Agatha,  and,  fixing  a  taut 
wild  look  on  (ho  now  appalled  Falder,  sunk 
buck  with  a  eoovultive  njovcment  ond  died. 

After  some  momenta'  pauae^  in  which  all 
present  hong  over  the  corpse  in  the  tenor  whidi 
the  sight  of  death,  eHiwdally  uhvn  marked  by 
violence,  occaaoos,  tl»e  chief  of  police  wax 
obliged  to  reotove  his  pristniers,  and  was  about 
to  withdraw  with  GeotTrey  and  his  comrade  in 
cufttwly,  leaving  it  for  another  party  of  police 
to  bring  Folder  aftcruards.     He  took  the  papers 
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which  Starling  had  given  bim,  snd  told 
ibftt  lie  wuuld  an!  tluit  bcr  sod'k  tlircctxxu 
obeyw),  tad  told  hvr  he  would  eco  hut  beJ] 
taken  wherever  tttc  might  dirvct.      After  k" 
departure  with  the  two   6rst  upprchcndcd 
eopen,  one  of  ibc  "  gang  "  entered  tlie  euvr  fi 
u  door  thst  opened  into  it  from  the  otheviiik. 
it  was  9  private  door,  elevated  over  a  fligbt  <J 
ateps,  uiid  used  otdy  by  Faldvr  and  his  mc 
particular  companiocva  for  ready  acc-CM  to  tk 
*'  hounu-d  house."     The    person   that  now  • 
tcred  WM  gfceU-d  earnestly  by  Faldcr,  wUi,!*    ' 
Ids  colraiKc,  weuiMl   t»   start   from   a  !«««(*■ 
during  which  he  had  been  dtisigning  Botnrtliir^ 
of  import:—"  Itndinofx:,"*  he  said  to  t|w  mnt 
"come  hitbtT—  1  l»ve  something  to  nhisptr 
iaio   thy  ptinJculur  car.      1   am  here  simlM 
for  the  mutdcr  of  tliat  man  you  tec,*  he  nab' 
nued.  lowering  his  voice  a«  Radmorv  appooadwi 
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tim ;— "  you  wiJI — Iiere — put  your  car  nearer  to 
me."  He  tlien  wlii*pered  somelhinf;  wtiJch 
made  Hadinore  fiuat — "  Ye*,"  Mid  Falder, 
'*!%  (inn! — I  may  as  well  lose  my  life  in  (Ma 
way  as  any  otltcr." 

Here  the  police  interposed,  but  it  vm»  loo 
bte;  Rndniore  Iind  rcccivit)  lif>  instructioni^ 
umI  iinxn'L-red  iletvrmincdly,  that  he  would  obey 
them;  uid  the  attention  woe  here  diverted  by  a 
lierxl  of  rcmalea,  who  now  came  into  the  caTem^ 
iionic  clamouring  and  talking,  oili«n>  half  in- 
cbriated  and  singing,  some  quarrelling,  but  all 
joining  now  in  one  common  clioni*  of  a  scream 
un  wdng  the  police.  They  otti-mptcd  to  rctrrat, 
but  two  at  tlie  men  ran  up  the  ladder,  and 
telling  them  they  muBt  all  be  removed  to  tli« 
slation-houH,  brought  them  back.  Meantime, 
Radmorc  liad  an  opportunity  of  disengaging 
himself  from    the  custody   he   was  threatened 
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will],  and  mshcd  into  an  inner  recee  or  ntiih  J 
the  kitHien  (or  cave),  while  Folder  cried  our  to 
htm— "Yoti  know  tlic  mulct — make  your  cnfc 
M  fast  as  you  can;  meantime,  'doit'  mhm 
)'ou  §.ltaU  ticar  my  ugnal — you  undersiAnd  f 

By  tht»  tinw  these  word*  were  finished,  U»- 
JKKt  door  which  closed  up  this  secrtrt  vaolt,  a 
rccrss,  into  which  Itadmore  (s«caped,  lind  c1«h1 
on  the  policemen  that  attempted  to  an«t  tm 
progwas;  nmng  which  Falder  laughed  in- 
Hultingly  at  them.  **  Hali,  hali!  are  ytn  n* 
content  wiitt  Itaring  me  for  your  priaoDer?  Yoa 
can  surely  ^lare  him  I" 

At  thin  inonieni  the  bolts  were  heard  to  drx* 
of  the  door  tJiai  vfas  the  usual  entnuice  to  tlit 
cave,  which  was  i»w  closi-d  on  the  other  sde. 
BO  that  they  were  all  prisoners,  policemen  W 
all — there  vm  no  egrett. 

•*  Thank  thee,  good  Rodmore,"  cried 


OK,  THK  HECKS*.  127 

*<  Now,  ihvn,"  he  Kud  insultiDgly  to  the  police, 
"  tlw  life  you  would  bid  tno  tacrifice  to  the  hiws 
of  m}-  cuuDtry  i»  not  the  only  one  that  »hxll 
be  forfdtcd." 

The  men  simultaneoUBly  asked  what  he 
■»e«nt. 

*'  Radmorc  haii  closed  every  avenue  of  eftcape 
— tliere  is  none  I— you  shall  know  my  ntcMning 
speedily."  TIrhi  tumiiiB  Co  Agullia,  wlio  ga/wl 
on  him  in  niingled  reproach  iiikI  lutonishinitit, 
'*  Come ! "  be  crieii,  "  you  have  oomplaineil  of 
my  deserting  you  in  life — 1  will  not  so  in 
death  '"^  (adzing  her  hand  u  be  spoke) — "  give 
me  that  hand  so  long  ago  betrothed  to  mine." 

**  Betrothed ?  betrayed!"  cried  Agalho,  a* 
she  struggled  from  bin  grasp  witliout  etfect. 

"  Nay  1 "  be  continued,  "  I  will  gn»»p  it  wiili 
the  clench  of  a  fiend,— now  oomc,  terrible,  detired 
Death  I "  (they  all  listened,  meantime^  in  omaie* 
meiit,  little  imagining  the  catastrophe  wtiicb 


to  be  our  own  immojlatf^i^^ 
we  would  live  is  denied  us  I 
females  here  liet  up  a  shriek , 
words,  and  asked  what  was  a1 
'f  Those  shrieks  are  music  ; 
he;  "  now,  Radmore,  for  the 
shall  bid  thee  perform  thy 
he  added,  laughing  again  , 
officers  of  justice,  "  for  the  dfl 
of  tlie  law  ! — Now  will  I  glidf 
througli  the  gales  of  terrible  j 
too,"  looking  fiercely  at  Ag^ 
the  way  with  me.  No  whinin 
no  regrets!  but  iriuniph  be 
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And,  saying  i)i«fte  wordo,  he  drew  hastily  a 

pistol  aiid  dischargixl  Jl ;  and  thtf  reiwrt  was  yet 

echoing  tliruugh  the  vaults,  wIkii  Middcniy  the 

fbundatioriji  of  the  building  were  shaken,  thr 

llnoring  daxhed  up,  the  wnlla  shattered  to  their 

Iwse,  and  amidst  an  explosion,  the  noise  of  which 

drownn)  the  shrieks  of  the  women,  who  ran 

frantic  to  the  fartber  conwn  of  the  spot,  vbile 

flames  darted  round  it,  and  gained  nture  and 

more  strength  at  etery  instant  t   The  aeton  in 

this  fearful  scene  bad  been  dashed  to  pieces  on 

the  first  burst  of  the  explosion —their  lifeless 

forms  yet  remained ;  a  few,  and  Ukmo  two  or' 

three  of   llw  women,  only  escaped ;   and   iliis 

klley  effected  through  an  aperture  of  the  wall. 

which  hnd  given  way  rrooi  the  shock  occasional 

'by  thcesplonon;  they  just  nunaged  toe«capo 

vhiie  the  flame*   curint  around    the  jagged 

orifice  of  the  entrance.   This  particular  spot  irtif 
"  woo  .«n«)bii)l  ."'u'^  <'«> 
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wlwre  the  private  door  into  the  «  haunted  house' 
(as  wc  liovf  called  it)  was  aud,  some  \\tt\t  am 
b»ck,  to  lie, — «nd  through  wliich  Iladptonr,  thr 
instrument  of  the  pre»ait  catastrophe-,  ctaoe  inb' 
the  Mve.  After  Iiis  caeA{)c  througl)  tlie  rmlt 
he  had  obeyed  the  iojunctions  of  Faldcr, 
setting  firc  to  some  barrels  of  gunpowtbr  tn** 
viuli  which  ran  directly  under  the  kitchen  a 
cave,  as  wc  have  alternately  termed  it ;  tfai*  Ik 
did  by  lighting  a  train  communicaUng  wiili  tb 
gunpowder,  llesides  this,  he  was  directed  ir>«i 
fire  to  some  dry  faggoLs  which  were  heaped  at 
in  a  kind  of  court  a  short  distance  froin  (te 
usual  entrance  into  the  kitchen ;  the  fliiK 
apreadmg  soon  burnt  the  door  tuid  the  ladiltr 
staircase  whidi  led  from  (t,  and  rafu'dly  spivl 
over  the  old  wood  wainscot  which  lined  ok 
wan  of  the  kitchen,  presenting  a  terrible  t«t- 
ground  of  flame,  while  the  terrors  of  ihe  wtpfc 


s'Kni  were  manifcated  id  all  tlicir  fiual  coDfusion 
in  front.  ^leantimc,  where  the  wall  of  the 
bouse  bad  given  way,  and  where  two  or  three 
tin  fortunate  women  had  aiann^-d  U>  iHTcct  their 
cwapc.^whilc  tlic  gTVcdy  flnmes  seemed  strctch- 
iaff,  ta  it  were,  tci  catch  them) — amongst  the  forms 
tliai  the  lurid  liglit  illumined,  one  more  majes* 
tic  than  the  rest  appeared,  gazing  with  mitigkf) 
ICTTor  and  surprise  where  she  ^tood  on  the  Ketic 
of  horror  and  confudon  before  her— it  was  Elvira. 


'U>U|t)    Jutti-ita  ,t:Mx4   4 

,  PHAPTER 

nob-     ''"  *"'■''■'-  pRKo*^ 

;«rr  tiudl  io  n  ~  , 

Life  hangs  upDB  a  thread 

The  distance  betwiit  life  and  I 
Is  little  more  thm  the  poor  pj 
Betwiit  the  crew  and  the  ho«i 
That  qnirrel  with  it  for  the  li| 

r»Mt  M  »<  4 

And  now,  to  account  for  B 
she  was.  We  have  already  j 
which  hiT  brother  was,  «t  f 
finding  her  missing.    The  fai 
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signed  to  her  by  the  old  woman  who  hail 
brought  her  up,  as  having  been  those  of  her 
own  mother,  she  was  most  distressed  at  the  idea 
of  losing  a  treasure  no  Taluabte,  and  so  dear 
to  her,  especially  a  locket,  already  tnentiotied, 
which  bore  on  it  oertain  initials  which  she  had 
recently  discovered  were  those  of  her  mother's 
maidcD  name;  she  therefore  determined  on  ^ing 
on  the  hazardous  expedition  of  their  reeovery. 
To  this  effect  she  disguised  Iwmclf  "  d  la  I'idocq" 
in  male  attire,  as  well  as  she  could,  and  under 
thi»  concealment  effected  her  admission,  without 
any  que^ons,  into  the  house  by  the  liack  vault 
pasnage  already  described  in  an  early  part  of 
these  pages.  She  then  tost  no  time  in  making 
her  way  up  tlie  sturcase,  which  will  also  Iw 
remembered  as  communicating  with  tlte  room 
she  had  occupied.  The  period  at  whidi  »hc  made 
this  adventurous  attempt  was  that  just   before 
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ing  tlicy  hail  bccit  part  of  the  gang,  and  not 
imagining  they  were  ihe  officers  of  justice),  when 
the  corUge  passed.  She,  in«antiine.  hcnnl  the 
door  a£^in  locked  hy  one  of  the  party  that 
remniiiud  behind  for  that  purpose,  an<l  she 
was  now  in  despair  of  bi'Jiig  able  to  elTcct  her 
eflcape.  All  itbe  oould  do  wax  to  return  tn  the 
room  she  luul  occupied,  where  she  hoped  «hc 
mijr)it  lurk  uninterrupted  until  poritape  some 
happy  ofTwrtunity  of  securing  the  key-  might 
possibly  offer  itself,  a*  it  wu  genenlly  left  hung 
up  insidti  tlie  gmiing.  Accordingly,  Imck  iJie 
went.  She  was  tlie  more  emboldened  to  Iwpe  she 
Kliiiuld  not  be  di-ieovened  or  molested,  as  it 
appmred  that  no  one  had  come  near  tlie  room 
tdnce  Hhe  had  left  it — or  rise  how  was  it  iihc  had 
found  biT  jewels  safe,  and  other  ihingn? — She 
therefore  consoled  lieraelf  n*  well  as  »bc  could; 
but  Hbe  had  not  long  renubed  witcrF  ^be  was, 


might)  a  shriek  of  dismi^,  £ 
as  if  the  walls  and  roof  of  tbi 
to  fall  on  her.  She  lost  no  dl 
stiurcase,  nor  did  she  perd 
thrown  away  her  di^uise ;  ti 
of  smoke  were  psuring  up,  aii 
reached  the  bettom,  when  sH 
egress  along  the  Taulted  pj 
grating  blcN;ki>d  up  by  part  i 
which  had  fallen  in.  The  sbi 
now  echoed  in  her  ears.  Sid 
to  proceed,  and  that  was  alof 
of  the  passage,  which  led  iota 
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had  nut  pruotxxicO  nuuiy  sleps.  wlu-n  ijic  pcr- 
ctnvrti  the  wall  tliut  w.'jMinitn)  tliu  smailcr 
brsncb  uf  the  pauagc  frgm  tlic  cave,  luui  given 
wuy, —  itncl,  tbus,  w«  Jntii  open  h>  bcr  tlie 
flightful  accnc  of  terror  and  dct'oMatton  which 
the  explosion  had  occasioned ; — and  this  wns  tliu 
critical  momcut  in  which  wc  recncmbcr  having 
vxo  licT,  whiic  the  unhappy  women  in  the  caw 
that  j-ct  remained  alive,  were  endeavouring  to 
<»capc  tu  tlw  spot  on  which  she  stood.  Little 
comfort  had  they  vhen  they  had  clambered 
tlierc, — for  where  was  there  any  hope  of  egress  ? 
The  uvctiues,  both  up  tlii;  ttnirs  and  the  passage 
that  led  to  tlw  grating,  were  both  blocked  up. 
Muuitime  the  flamn  were  gaining  progress,  and 
seizing  morv  and  more  determinedly  on  the 
building.  The  wretched  womeniOTi.Tawod  by  the 
Mipcrior  axnpusurc  of  Elvira  (wlio  u  indeed  our 
heroim-),  looked  up  to  lier  for  cvncolation,  or 


as  to  any  hope  of  escape  she 
"  The  wliole  way  out  is  ] 
you  have  escaped  destrucuoi 
fear  do  other  fate  await*  ^ 
way  out !  "  ^ 

"None!"  replied  one  of  t 
of  agony.  j 

"  We  ahail  l»e  buried  ali^ 
second. 

The  first  of  ihese  women  wj 
had  been  wounded  severely  1 
from  a  piece  of  stone,  wliid 
during  the  explosion ;  abe,  a 
here,  had  been  tht-  t„rtl. ^ 
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nniiudofl,  was  o)>lige(l  tu  li«  doirn  on  the  floor,' 
and  SH  ttlie  opolie  raised  bcr»elf  on  her  vlbnw, 
or  tri«d  to  do  so,  and  again  she  expressed  Iter 
anguiiih  at  ihe  Itorrible  destiny  that  appeared  to 
nwait  them. 

"Merciful  Hvarcnl"  the  cxdainicd,  "can 
W4>  not,  ai  least  those  of  us  who  arc  1cm  hvlplcM 
than  ntyiclf,  try  to  remove  avay  the  ruhbish  at 
the  shattered  wall  thai  blocJcR  up  our  pait»age 
out,  and  iw  get  to  the  grating  that  lends  on  the 
street  ?  "  And  accordingly  the  two  other  females 
Mt  h>  work  to  efideavour  to  perform  this; 
but  their  strengih  wiu  incapable  of  stirring 
the  larger  masses  ttuu  tntcrvcnrd,  attd  they  ga»e 
up  llic  attempt  in  despair. 

**  It  is  of  no  UK  trying ! "  excUumcd  «i»c  of 
than ;  "  that  heap  resisia  all  my  efTorU  to  re- 
move it ;"  and  she  wrung  her  hands  in  agony. 

"  I  fear,"  sud  Elvira,  **  that  all  hope  of 
escape  18  vain,  my  good  friet>ds ;  there  in  nothing 
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to  lament  to  herself  hrr  linrd  fate,  nod  »(»»- 
lion  from  those  to  whom  her  afiections  tunwd. 

"  My  dear,   dcor (she  roenliooed   the 

namt  of  samv  pcr«un  to  whom  k  appeared 
riie  was  engaged)  —  I  shall  never  sec  you 
a^n.''  On  thiB  she  bum  into  a  flood  of 
t«ttn. — "  Thi«  was  the  last  gift  I  had  from 
hhn,"  the  continued,  looking  at  a  sbaul  th« 
unhappy  enuturc  bad  round  her  i>eck. 
*<**he  comforted,  be  pacilied,"  said  P^lvira; 
¥-lamcnlaiiun  is  vain." 

Here  aootlicr  of  the  women  interpooed — "  Oh, 
daw  lady,  you  spoak  unavailingfy.  How  can 
we  help  lamentii^P" 

"To  think,""  qaculated  a  third,  "I  shall 
never  soe  the  light  more,  nor  any  frimds  I 
may  havet— Will  tlwr  think  of  their  pool' 
Ctttlurine.'"/  •I'<*u> 

"  And  mine:,  of  me?  "  iittcrposrd  another,     ' ' 
''i»rluw  -  '1 
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to  the  wretched  cmture  thai  was  lying  on 
the  floor,  imprecating  juxl  lamenting, — Tenting 
grief  4iikI  inijiatiL-iicc  by  tuni*. 

"  To  think,"  rcnurkcd  oiic  of  thv  u-omen, 
fixing  her  cjcs  in  wonder  od  Elvira,  "  iluil 
jFOu — a  latly — ^you  who  have  known  the  iwocis  of 
life,  cat]  port  with  them  bo  calmly  !  You  have 
ihcd  uo  tear,  while  wc — used  to  suffering — ofltn 
drtTen  to  want — and  insult,— ve  would  utilJ 
cling  to  lifttj" 

**  So  would  I  willii^ly  Mve,  tf  it  n-cn  the  will 
of  Heaven  u>  punnit  mc,"  said  Elvira ;  "  nl  the 
itaiiu'  tinii.*,  whatever  thai  will  is,  I  re&ign  wyseir 
to  it.  If  you  have  had  your  dutreaKS,  I  alau 
have  known  mine,  i  piao^  this,  nuw,  rather  to 
llw  account  of  Mercy,  that,  by  subjecting  me 
tn  iiillictions,  has  made  me  better  able  to  fral 
for  others." 

"  Oil !  you  arc  all  goodnet*,"  exclaimed  tllc 
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anxiety  to  meet  the  aid  that  was  proffered 
thnm;  l>ul  El«ini  bade  them  remain  or  thdr 
knees,  the  urare  due  as  sd  aicknowledgmeot  iliat 
offended  hpaven  tidd,  in  it«  mercy,  liateticd  to 
tbcir  prayeTB,  and  gnmtwl  iliem.  And  now  the 
efforts  of  the  men  wcrv  rvdtnilikd,  ami  the  grvM 
■now  whkh  liud  Iwfore  reMrfed  tl>e  feeble  eflbrts 
of  tbe  women,  gave  wa_vi  >'  length,  to  the  pick- 
nes  of  the  men.  Elvira  could  no  lotq^  reMraln 
ihc  Awlini^  of  intntMty  »1)l-  had  Mlflrd  dxmng 
the  trial,  tlirough  whitli  »lie  had  ntade  up  her 
nnnd  for  the  wontt — and,  as  Melnioni  rushed 
into  tbe  vault  wbere  site  wad,  he  had  just  time  to 
wni  her  froin  falling,  as  she  ids*?  to  meet  him. 

*'  Dear,  dear  Ktvira !  I  have  found  you  ! 
thaaka  to  the  mercy  of  Uearen  '.  But  there  ti 
no  time  to  talk.  Carry  the  women  tnit,"  he 
eoaiiaiMil*  to  the  men  wbo  were  hi«  narisUim. 
And  with  theac  words  he  in«l«nlK  tn>k  Eivim 
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of  the  power  of  HcAvrn  i4th«r  to  destro)'  or 
mve.  Tbey  promuvd,  with  ton  in  Ihvir  ey«9, 
and  bl««)diigs  oii  her,  thai  thv-y  rtevvT  should  forget 
suvli  a  wununf; — or  Irt  vxiiinpltf.  Ax  to  the  poor 
wKtch,  nbo  bud  been  driven  hy  s  bad-disd- 
pUiied  mind,  und  thv  pain  of  her  wduihI,  to 
exhibit  to  much  impatii-'ncv,  Mvlmont,  at  his 
ulster's  desire,  ordered  licr  to  be  conveyed  (o  the 
bo«{nta),  that  her  wound  might  be  attended  to; 
and,  with  a  donation  of  moiiey  (for  the  was 
destitute),  and  advioe  to  amend,  he  left  ber. 
Thus  hapfHiy  tvniiiniitvd  tliis  dmidfid  dilctntna. 
MdiDtKit,  (l>i>iigh  he  looked  back  with  urror  at 
the  boldne**  of  hia  sisttr's  adventure,  was  yet 
hnp)iy  ihul  the  jewels  of  liis  mother  lud  been 
recovered,  iumI  w«w  in  her  poMession — but 
fefpUDed  at  wliat  a  hazard !  He  could  not  but 
adoiirc  her  fortitude  snd  mterprisv,  and  admired 
her  more  from  the  tcstiniuiiki  tlie  wotueu  bore 
H  2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


TH   DBATIi'SIB— TALI   OV    A   "  POOk  TOOXO   ACTHOKi* 


I>ilciHn«to  thh' 
CircoDwUncc— rigid  drcuMMuc*  U  too  rtnag  for  th«e. 
Tmk  Bcrran  o*  Fomrmci. 

Our  bow,  having  »ct  hi»  mind  at  rv<  in 
p]ad[^  his  sJMer  in  Bafdy,  bethought  liini  now 
4^  his  fri«nd  Giuiavo ;  but  before  he  went  to 
nee  hint,  he  rcmembcTrd  hv  owed  poor  Harvey  n 
Tui't,  and  accoTxlingly  he  went  fortliwitli  to  find 
him  out,  and,  if  rctguitite,  reU<n-c  him.    WiUi 


TF^- 
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come  to  gee  you.     I  lun  aorry  to  fiud  you  arv 
not  10  well  us  I  could  trish." 

"  Nayt"  nid  the  unha{>py  nun,  LiKlcavounDg 
to  reiiiiui^  lu  much  us  he  ctnild,  his  oiicc  churuu- 
leristic  gnit-ty,  *'  you  could  not  hare  iound  me 
better.  I  liopc  socm  to  be  above  all  ibc  mortili- 
catioiis  that  circumstaocc  can  impose  upon  us 
ill  tliic  Rcroc  of  axUradictiofit  where  it  ia  well 
enough  to  live,  if  we  feel  we  are  permitted  to 
<lu  so  for  our  own  well-being  aod  tlukt  of  society ; 

I  but  othcrwiH.-,  I  fvai  life  ia  but  litttv  desirable^ 
and  dcMli  ia  but  the  awaking  to  a  better  life." 
Ue  sank  back,  cxbauvU'd  with  the  rflurt 
he  had  made  to  apeak.  Hdmoat  aot  dowo 
■  by  his  bed  iide,  and  silently  dried  the  tean 
that  stole  down  bis  cbeek«i  for  a  moment  or 
two.  Ue  then  regained  cxunpoeure  to  addreai 
bis  friend — 

'Nay,  don't  permit   yourscjf  to   talk  thiia 


I 


oii>  vat  Rseitib.  fS3 

grcM.  I  know  well  what  the  struggle  of  mind 
uodrr  Rucb  a  difficult  and  unfair  petition  of 
cfTounManeee  in .... " 

vi>  JuEt  at  this  moment  the  mctlicnl  man  entered 
tbo  ruam.  He  bowed  lo  Mdntont,  and,  gr»ng 
up  to  the  bed,  asked  (he  patient  some  questions 
in'ft  low  tone  of  v«»oe,  felt  his  pul&c,  and  adniinH- 
ler«d  some  medicine  himself  to  hitn.  He  seemed 
a  humane  man,  and  Melnxnit  thanked  him 
(when  he  afterwanls  uw  him)  for  hc«  Btlcntions 
to  hb  friend.  On  Iwing  a»ked,  rnt  he  wis  ^ing- 
out  of  the  room,  by  Melmont  how  be  found 
his  patieoi,  he  shook  his  head  and  whispered. 
'^•Verj  weak — the  effect  of  lung  haraaaing;  the 
oonttilution  too  mudi  gone  to  hope  a  rcmnry. 
Still,  if  the  paruxynns  do  iwl  reciir,  all  may  yrt 
be  recovered  with  proper  tmitment.  But  ibe 
mind— it  ia  the  mind  that  frets  the  bodr,  here, 
too  much — and  has  bn)Uf;[)it  about  the  decay  of 
■■  3 


OR,  TBK    RECKS*. 


155 


I 


beon,  SB  I  h«vc  just  obtiencd,  a  positively  |>hy- 
ticol  disorclvr  iivduocd  by  grirf  of  mipd.  Thii 
il  of  a  nvrvDua  nature,  and  attciitli-d  with  par- 
QxyraiN,  wliich,  if  they  recur  as  violeotly  as  tlicy 
did  yesterday  and  last  ni^it,  and  which  occoont 
for  the  exireinely  emaciated  appearance  of  the 
patient,  will,  I  think,  termiiuite  his  sufli-'rings,'* 

The  medical  man  then  witlidrcvr,  3k(elnio»l 
telling  liim  he  diotild  be  gU<)  to  »ee  bitjo.,  Ut 
talk  ater  hlK  fricitd's  case  more  with  him  at 
klsure.  Meandnw  lie  rotumud  to  Harvey's 
bed-«id« :  h«  had  falleD  into  a  slight  dtac  after 
taking  the  inedkinc,  wbkh  was  of  a  sedative 
nature  to  allay  tlic  irritalion  of  hi*  ouuiplainl. 
Mdmont  lat  in  ulenc«  by  the  bcdiiide,  coninu- 
plating  with  much  mingled  surgniie  aiwl  grirf 
the  altered  feature*  of  tbe  finv  oouiiienauue  of 
hia  once  ^y  and  clever  college  cxxnpaaion.  He 
gazed  on  the  face  in  a  kind  of  reverie,  hia 
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then  blatnr  hrnpcd  on  n>c  for  not  nirmouDtiog 
difficulties,  trhicli  better  andilancc  would  have 
permitted  mc,  perhaps,  to  combat  HiccenfuU^, 
—for  '  nothinj;  <-aa  come  of  nothing '  "— 

Meloionl  nocltlMl  awcnt,  while  Harvvy  pru- 
ceeded— 

"  1  cannot  look  back  aa  my  uiil>a|ipy  and 
ilMiiietl  osr«er,  without  blaming  {I  regret  to 
Hy  lo)  iMH!  of  all  othvrv  who  sliould  be,  ukI,  ip 
)t[Ht«  of  hit  injttxtHX,  if  dear  lo  mir,  the  author 
of  ray  liciag — my  own  father.  If  a  man's  edu- 
cation oftm  inBucnces  his  lot  in  life,  and  his 
happiue»  and  tone  of  mind  tlirough  life,  coo- 
eeive  what  •  rcoervc  of  evila  did  my  cducatjun 
keep  in  ntoro  for  me,  when  I  «aa  brougbl  up 
witii  feelings  and  noUo(is  of  much  pride  aod 
EmkliouKDCiM,  to  be  afierwardt  tlirown  into  a 
oundition  of  cireumiunees  lltat  wotild  be  per- 
petually goliiQg    thttK  quatitiei  uitd   fe«lii)g^ 
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queition.  The  narrotr^minded  vivw  whidi  di* 
»pectal>pleaduig  varlcu  of  the  Uw  uke  o(  things, 
and  which  is  the  order  of  mind  requinte  tor 
Mioocw  in  this  career,  «iu  the  Ian  of  tbv 
oeeantiaU  I  could  bring  to  mv  ostittiinoev  My 
mind  was  too  lofty,  and  the  sncccu  I  obiain«d 
(lh(Mif;h  idwnyH  antmyinoutly}  in  tlie  arena  of 
letters,  to  whicli  I  was  driven  by  my  distmxcs, 
pmty  well  certiltea,  in  fact,  that  my  laicnu 
wer«!  not  of  tiic  order  for  this  routinv,  nur  nty 
naiiirut  and  habitual  quatificatioiu.  But  what 
i«  mtm,  I  hnd  nci  aoqut«itionfl  either,  which 
were  n«ces!tary  for  my  sueoess.  I  was  driven 
itiUi  a  prorenion  n»ting  on  Icchnicaliliea,  with- 
out ever  having  had  a  (itTi|>cr '  inibiring '  or  cduca. 
tion  in  theae  very  eMeniud  points  of  preparation, 
— without  which  no  talenu— not  the  graueat — 
cat\  make  their  way.  Not  only  tht»,  but  I  had  no 
mennit  to  hikI  the  great  expcnws  thu  routiM 


m 

eouiled.  Evcii  j 
vidua  prcparatiof 
kav  V»a  it  to  1) 
way?.  But  DO  i 
who  drove  mv  ill 
struggle,  to  ray , 
wfu  Abused,  inn 
fot  being  an  idh 
diung  that,  whtfi 
poinie  of  view  I 
do — poiutively  fp 
^HU^  w>^  coada 
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embraced  oSers  on  repeated  occasions,  hud  it  not' 
been  fnwn  tl»e  dif^ruMinf;  vrinl  of  drcumKtin)c««  I 
WM  always  doomed  to  labour  undt^.  1  ihercforv 
loat,  tbrougb  the  ioabilitj  (o  embrace  thcM- 
longed-for  offers,  tbe  aadatance  of  the  great 
statesman  who  voluntarily  offered  himself  aa  my 
patron ;  Imk  whenever  I  should  have  wi^ed  to 
have  availed  myself  of  the  offer,  I  wa^  denied 
the  means  vrhidi  it  wu  ncce«snry  to  have,  to 
accept  of  what  was  offered ;  for,  let  me  toll  you, 
few  places  arc  di«pcnM-d  in  the  patronage  of  a 
minixtiT  where  Uiere  i*  not  some  outlay  Deoemry 
to  enaUc  the  person  offcrrd  any  office  to  accept 
il,  so  that  from  this  cause  I  lost  preferment  in  the 
paths  my  turn  of  mind  directed  me  to  pursue.  I 
might  have  been  a  rich  man  by  this  time,  had  I 
ponused  the  opportunity  of  embnu^ing  bnnd- 
•omc  offers ;  but  I  was  loo  prowl  to  borrow  hi '' 
ordorto  do  so, — and  wa«  denied  ossistaDceby 
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( ;  s  poor  *  wight '  of  nn  author  is  It^ 
in  a  di«agreeflb)«  |in-(l>nun<-rt(  vrh<>n  t)ie  remun*- 
ration  for  his  labour  is  not  forwarded  at  oDoerOr 
his  prodiMiian  po»bl]r  put  atlo^tber  aside : 
such  3  state  of  pxislcncc  in  harassing  enough.  All, 
however,  I  rcquir«l  of  m^  frirads  was,  that  thpy 
flhould  not  blainc!  mc  without  making  the  allow, 
anccs  or  excnses  for  me  which  my  peculiar  situa- 
tion r«(|uir^ ;  tbetr  injutitice  in  not  doing  bo,  il 
wa»,  that  grivvod  Lie.  This  alone  wot  niffii-ient 
10  wear  nn-  out  with  vi-xation.  Ikly  pride,  bow- 
vrer,  sustained  a  slill  greater  and  severer  blow 
in  the  drciinMtanoe  that  what  liltk  muin*  I  had 
came  not  from  my  own  father,  but  from  sotnv 
wealthy,  jealoun,  and  haughty  friends,  who, 
rather  (ban  exercise  their  interest  In  gain  me 
some  *  place '  or  itceupation, — which  they  ewily 
might  have  donefrom  their  rank  and  Influenoc^— 
were  content  rather  to  aiake  mo  feci  my  cfeiKod*- 
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tad  at  length — I  am  vhat  I  am.  Mewitimc^ 
tlic  clamours  raised  against  mc  for  not  puntiing 
my  prorciMon  ran  at  full  ticic,  wlicn  my  state  of 
mind  and  body  was  fiuch,  that  I  wm  rvndmvd 
utterly  unable  to  apply  my  mmd  to  any  mch 
pursuit.  It  was  one,  howcv«r,  that,  if  I  had 
been  duly  educated  for  it,  1  could  hare  punuetl, 
1  think,  after  a  time,  vrith  less  re|>ugnance.  I 
judge  by  the  fint  time  I  eTerconduacd  acauae, 
'^4fae  cc/ii/,  in  tratii,  with  which  I  ac({uitted 
myself.  But  1  became  disappointed  in  bavinjr  tM 
further  encx>unigei»cnt  till  about  eighteen  months 
aA«r,  when  1  was  to  difgttsled  and  mortified  at 
not  having  been  employed  ihnHigh  so  long  « 
tim«^  that  it  was  all  I  oould  do  to  prevail  on 
myself  to  conduct  the  case;  and  this  I  did  in  it 
•art  of  tempest  of  nipprened  indignation,  and 

£ntiy  did   nbt  acquit  myself  with  that 
tad  composure  abwlntely  uecemtryUt 
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,  tumult  of  dcsfwralion,  tbat  mj-  stnigg^ 
-were  in  vain.  But  the  iDoonusiracy  (^  ray 
father  was  beyond  anylhing  gUuing  and  cruel; 
fac  had  all  his  life  cramped  my  nwrgiM,  damped 
m;  ambition,  thrown  ubmadcs  in  my  way  of 
vver  acquirii^  aiiylhiiig  like  indvpcndiiKe,  by 
Rifiiung  oAers  on  my  behalf  which  might  have 
eventually  made  Die  indcpmdcnt ;  be  had 
been  jealous  of  my  ever  distinguishing  myself, 
and  all  for  the  sake  of  saying,  *  He  is  not  equal 
to  hiM  Cuhcr.'  Wn-tctwd,  paltry  satisfaction ! 
and  M  unnaiitral  as  wretched  I  Well,  m  nieh 
won  ilie  coAc,  one  would  haTe  imagined  my  low 
circumstances,  and  the  frustratton  of  my  wishe* 
ill  rescuing  myself  from  the  aitulition  I  was  in, 
would  L-o«ue4)itenlly  liarv  gnitilicd  him,  as  beii^ 
the  legiuniate  fruit  nf  his  condiKt  towards  me ; 
but  no— his  abuse  and  insult  of  me  fur  not 
'getting  on,*  as  he  called  it,  and  my  ftaung  the 


reasons  %  no| 
was  not  enougt^ 
left  me  a  beg 
oartli,  but  fa«  I 
the  autc  iu  m] 
ijuence  of  hia 
with  this,  all  I 
most  mean-in  in 
others  not  mui 
clamour  against 
my  rcdut«l  con 
the  state  in  wb 
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t«nipl«s  (for  the  paina  hftd  aated  the  brad),  the 
sufferer  obtained  a  little  rest.  MelinoDt,  wliitiit 
be  was  aaleepi  told  the  tnrdicvl  man  he  «iB.t 
obliged  to  go,  as  Mrs.  Melmont  expected  him 
home,  And  would  be  nlarmcd  if  tie  iVul  not 
retam ;  and  suid  he  wmild  renew  his  rUlt  at  as 
early  an  hour  the  next  morning  as  pomble, 
or  eren  the  same  night,  in  spite  of  the  ascur- 
aitccs  of  tbe  medic^  inaii,  iliat  he  hoped  tbe 
patient  «-ould  be  better  after  tlte  bleeding. 
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firiend.      "  My    dear    Harvey"  be  said,— but 
Lii;m  uiuible  to  articulate  more — and  pressed  tlw 
hand  of  the  dying  man. 

I  am  happy,"  said  Harvey,  faintly.  "  It 
is  merciful  in  Heaven  to  come  thus  to  my  aid 
...  I  have  long  wished  for  this  crisis ....  my 
life    has    too  long   hung  ....  on   an   uncerlaiD 

thread which  I    wished  broken \M>eo 

there  is  nothing  pennitteKl   on«  for  which  one 

would  wish   to  live death   is  happines  I " 

These  were  the  last  words  poor  Harvey  uttered. 
He  leaned  bock  on  his  pillow,  his  eyei-  fixed  on 
his  friend— he  tried  to  articulate  «oinc  words, 
probably  in  thanks  to  him  for  bis  attentioa, 
but  was  unable  lo  find  utterance ;  his  U)»,  how> 
ever,  were  teen  tu  move ....  and  now  his  eyca 
were  turned  up  towards  heaven,  and  a  anile 
seemed  to  light  up  his  faded  counten«n«o^  »»■ 
if  some  inward  communings  with  better  spiriu 
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leave  of  the  spot,  uying  that  he  would  satisfy 
every  demand,  both  fiar  reot  and  attendance 
which  had  now  been  accruing  for  wme  time. 
He  signified  also  his  intendoo  of  aeeing  the  laat 
sad  obsequies  perfonned,  and  then,  with  a  heavy 
heart,  left  the  spot  and  returned  home. 


to 
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patliy  fur  the  sufieringt  of  Harvey.  Hv  km 
Jmt  in  reflection  fur  lotne  liiiie,  and  in  mi-)aik 
choly  recolledioDs  of  vrhiu  be  bimself  hnd 
lufTcird— u'lii-n,  banishing  tliexc  tlwughts,  bv 
»ai(l  ubnifrtljr — 

"  A  linppy  fellow  you  are,  Mdmont !  blessed 
viUi  a  wife  BO  lovely,  so  amiable,  so  intelligent, 
so  calailiiu<d  to  make  ttw  married  stale  happy  ! 
Ab  I  there  is  one  with  whom  I  too  oould  have 
been  ha[)f)y  !**  Mvlinonl,  lliougfi  he  lliougbt 
bi>  friend  wntt  probably  alltxliug  to  ibe  memory 
of  Pomarina,  turned  away  this  melanei»ly 
impression  by  bringing  him  bark  lu  the  liappiiT 
recollections  of  bi»  "  first  flame,"  Louise. 

"  Come,  come,"  tie  answend,  "  your  bead  is 
runningoiitlieold  Ktnryofthat  Fnmeb  Boiterma, 
iriJuiM.-1  Why,  OMU),  don't  despair! — jou  will 
find  her  again  !  or  if  not,  there  ore  other  Louise* 
to  be  found  in  the  world." 
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equal  the  pss6iig«s  In  the  chapter  of  rrdily, — 
irt  all  the  images  of  fiction  F*     ''' 

"  No '.  becsuse  in  fiction  you  are  obliged  to 
keep  the  probahic  rigidly  in  ?iew,  or  yon  offettd 
the  rL-adiT  j  while  in  real  life  many  things  occur 
thaf^force  yon  to  acquieace  in  their  truth, — very 
<^a  because  they  are  too  extravagant  even  for 
fiction ! " 

ilrU  Of^  j(  „ny  „[p^  fiction  that  would  he  tiile- 
rtted.- 

*'^o  this  manner  our  worthies  clinuvd  m  they 
proceeded  to  Mebnont's  rendenec;  and  when 
arrived  lhe«,  he  was  scarcely  on  ll»  landing- 
place  of  the  Rtaircate,  and  ahotit  to  enrcr  th« 
drawing-room  with  hi»  friend,  when  Gustavo'* 
ean  were  saluted  with  the  notes  of  the  very  fong 
he  was  w  fond  of  playing  on  the  guitar,  and  w  liidi 

Mdmont  had  overheard  him  playing  at  UirdGp,' 
Of  ,3 


^tatacn 
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inont  remained  on  the  top  landing-jJacc,  sup* 
prited  to  see  what  new  ndrentiirc  van  about 
to  «|>rinf(  up  now  <  Meantime  Gukuivo  hurried 
into  the  boudoir.  Il  teas  the  spot  whvnev  tite 
Mundt  procccdcd.^jet  niorc,  it  was  Louise 
heneir  hy  whom  they  were  uttered ! 

•'  Ah  !  my  ear — my  heart— «(Mild  never  be 
miataken! — Louise!  Loui»;1  it  is  your  o«m 
Gustavo  hus  Tound  you  again." 

Tbeae  words  were  scarcely  heard  with  di»tincl- 
ness  hy  Melmont,  but  lh«  nhrivk  that  escaped 
the  lady,  on  the  unexpected  appearance  of  Ikt 
former  lover,  did  not  escape  him.  He  nasnowjill 
impaUencc  to  witness  the  scene, — be  hastened 
to  the  spot  of  tliif  happy  recognition,  as  much 
astooislied  as  the  prindjial  actors  in  tt  Little 
did  Iw  imagine  that  the  Loui»e,  whose  visioa 
hod  haunted  his  friend  so  long  and  comttanlly, 
was  DO  other  than  Elvira  herself!    His  joy  was 


"  I  had  never  expected  to  find  yon  a^nin, 
dear  Looise '. "  eitdaimcd  Guflt&vo ;  "  and  imiw, 
to  be  certain  I  shall  never  lose  you  agun,  let  mt 
b^  the  consent  of  your  hrattier  here  to  give  me 
permiMion  that  I  may  atik  you  henceforth  lo  let 
me  call  ymi  mine?  Our  hearts,  Loutw,  lutve  poi 
been  Kpaniti-d,  t]iaugliour3tc|»bave! — wehavt 
been  partners  in  misfortime,  I  veil  know,  nnd  that 
will  Innd  uslhcmore  closely  tDaflcctfon."  EMm 
wiped  away  a  tear  that  stole  dovnt  her  cheek, — 
and  Melmont,  silently  putting  her  hand  into 
that  of  his  friend,  and  uitcrinj;  the  brief  won)  of 
prayer  that  Heaven  might  bless  ihi-m,  hurried 
Mtj  to  afford  Alice  this  new  intdlif^eooe. 
The  joy  of  the  whole  party  was  unlxjunded, 
vhen  they  met  together  with  mutual  congrati>- 
lations  on  each  other's  happiness.  Guotavo,  who 
a  little  time  ago  bad  witnessed  the  liappiness 
bis  friend  possessed,  in  his  marriage  with  Alice, 
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to  ihiit  of  a  tnarmge, — it  was  the  mournful 
one  of  ix.-rforming  the  liut  *a<]  otiiequies  of 
hiti  friend.  Gustavo  perceived  tiU  Rri«fi  and 
insisted  on  partid|)iaiing in  it;  andcin  MelmooiV 
letting  htm  know  the  naiun  of  it^  gme* 
rously  dctennined  to  be  present  at  ih*  mourn- 
ful cerenMiny  liiniself.  "  Grief,"  he  aaid,  **  is 
more  famitiar  to  nw  than  joy  !  Joy,  too,  Is 
so  fleeting  and  capricious.  It  is  well,  perhaps, 
that  this  memento  of  grief  has  presented  itself 
at  this  montetit.  Klvira,"  be  said,  tunting  lo  his 
intended  bride,  "excuse  tlie  sadness  (hat  eomrs 
over  me :"  he  added — **  I  wish  to  accompany 
your  brotlker  to  the  funeral  of  poor  Harrc^r, — 
a  friend  of  his.  I  should  be  nnhappy,  my  love, 
to  see  him  mourning  and  not  participate  in  tris 
grief—now  doubly  my  friend  and  brother.'' 

Elvira  much  approved  of  his  intention,  and, 
asked,  «ith  coucem,  eomoof  iIk  cUCOmtMieea of 
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tai  utr  omcxa  or  vusxatiiir. 


Ilif  mImd  Roammleoi  ilonli  el  tiaifM  inani 
Muncrc  Tiro. 

C.  Tbm  boUkSD  s  mind  umrh  <U«tntb«d. 
t.  Aj  I  bccauM  mniih  wran|Hl. 

THt  RcTkiBmoi). 

"  What,  no  friend,  no  reUtive— uone  besides 

ounrlveft,"  iiaid  GutUvo,  "  to  atUDtl  the  Ust 

Md  ceremony?    Too  often,   wb«n  neglect  hu 

been  shown  to  a  person  during  his  life,  decency 

bu  niggeated  an  atonement,  though  a  Utc  one 


I 


■  iiKcnory.  The  medical  gcnlloinan  also  atiendnl 
'  Ibc  teremony,  aad  after  il  was  over,  he  returned 
'with  Melmoat  to  the  humble  lodging  of  his 
departed  friend,  and  told  him  all  the  injitnctiofix 
of  poor  Harvey.  Property  he  had  nune  lo 
■hkr«t  «xcept  one  or  two  MSS.,  with  one  of 
which  a  p«ipvr  wh  left,  purporting  thai  it  was 
•old  to  a  piiblifhcT ;  but,  as  the  money  was  to  be 
received  three  ntonths  beoce,  the  author  might 
mcnntimc  haw  starved  before  any  relief  wan 
aAbrilLd  him.  The  sum,  whenever  it  was  paid, 
be  wishtd  tu  be  given  to  a  poor  widow  lady,  for 
whrnn  he  had  done  as  much  out  of  his  wrelchvd 
mcBiiti  as  thoy  would  allow  him  : — he  hod  given 
his  mile,  and  rvKued  her  and  her  child  from 
begj^ry,  and  perltaptt  from  thame.  Melmnnt 
and  bin  fri<'nd  were  much  aiTected  ati  tlie  n)e(li<»l 
man  r^ted  ihiR,  for  there  woa  no  memumtdum 
to  intimau  any  such  act  of  gcocrosity  on  the 
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desponding  nimxl  of  (Im.-  auibnr ;~  works  beguu 
(uhI  »nlia>«h«-i1  in  dcHpalr  or  debility  of  health, 
,«Sariiiesa  of  spiril,  and  exhauBlion  of  that 
vigour  and  huoyancy  retjuiute  to  sDuiiate  labour 
with  »  view  to  prfccting  its  projects :  bo  that 
nil  thou  papers  ih&t  could  be  made  notliing  of 

I  Melmont  burnt,  thow  lliat  he  thought  might 
bo  reserved  he  put  aside  for  future  inspection. 

■  He  ouuld  not  help  feeling  unhappy ;  and  Gua- 
timt,  and  Mr.  i  ■ ,  the  medical  atlcodant, 
vvre  c^iualJy  ajr«:ied,  as  various  louse  scrapt 
af  paper  were  seen  witli  rvBralJoiis  tcTnirled 
d«»ult<irily  on  tbem,  aa  if  the  |>erMD  writing 
ImhI  tought  to  buoy  up  his  spirits  by  «ny 
encourajpug  xentiments  that  might  come  octom 
him  at  the  time,  and  endeavoured,  by  remem- 
bering ibein,  to  disguise  if  ponable  bis  real 
distress  of  mind.  Au>ouj;i)t  thioe  scraps  were 
lite  followit^:—  .  ,,| 
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Dnth— ncTTT  be  afnid  of,— tt  U  w  Mtunl  tnd  i 
to  4ie  M  to  lire  i— U  ii  ■  Trli«r.     l^ok  toward*  It  t^tcrfnUr 
-4oagln^]r .  ■ .  ■ 

We  tslli  of  libcrtj— whtt,  of  limh  ?  If  the  mlnil  l« 
■hackled — if  cirramitancr  circumscribe  UK — w*  itrti  M  muob 
pritoatn  u  If  ne  were  confln»J  bctwwn  foui  wtllt .... 

How  nil  I  bo  bof^—Klio  cau>  due*  In  cbda*  f .  .  . . 

1  Berer  \oew  niut  it  w  to  ban  a  luiDe  .  ■ . . 

I  lai  the  Tictin  of  Jtalonaj  and  .... 

•  •  •  • 


■  But  not  to  giTe  any  mori:  instances  of  the 
disturbed  and  discasi'd  t-Uiln  of  mind  and  feeling 
of  the  Ute  sufferer, — Mclmont,  afU-r  he  had  per- 
formed these  duties,  look  leave  of  the  medical 
I,  telling  him  whcrv  to  send  his  account,  and 
satisfying  the  woman  of  the  bouse  for  rent  and 
attendance.     He  returned  home  with  Gustavo, 

P  ordering  a  jMcket  of  tl»e  MS8.  of  poor  Harvey 
to  be  sent  aOer  him.     Nor  did  h«  tuae  any  timo 

f  in  obeying  his  injunction  u  to  con^-eying  the 
proRtii  of  the  MS.  (which  was  marked  as  dit- 


with   many  tears   ahc   b 

benefactor'a  ileaib,  and  . 

dmrily  he  hud  done  to  of 

In  fact,  she  said,  if  he  b 

hi»  own  earnings,  and  h^, 

others,  he  might,  perhajm 

from  the  unhappy  slate  i 

Wl  B  victim.     He  was  ^ 

he  knew  not.     So  Melmai 

Bourish    best   oo    this  ea 

ufilese  men  can  affortj  to  1 

ruinous  virtue !     Jq  onJe, 

should  not  want,  he  told  Jli 

small  cottage  rent-free,  at 

and   tbftt,  MGaptirae,    siU 
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absence  in  the  country.  This  propoeal  she 
nocived  with  locrewcd  graiitudc;  nnd  Melmont 
kft  her  silently  cnlling  dowD  a  bk-tdng  on  hit 
head,  amidst  the  tears  ^hc  waa  unable  to  rcpraw. 
Id  looking  orer  llic  papi-n  of  h»  late  friend 
Uiere  was  one  which  Im>  could  not  read  without 
being  aJlV-ctcd,  at  the  «iine  linw  that  its  cha- 
racter wa>  entertaining ;  it  was  ao  efTort  on  the 
part  wf  poor  Ilanrcy  to  fly  from  sorrow  and 
amuse  himself  at  his  own  expense,  in  a  luclt< 
crous  surrey  c^  his  own  denials  ms  a  poor 
f^ntleinan,  a  oiuKlitiun  the  least  envioMe  of  any 
in  this  nofld  of  mortilkations.  As  the  reader 
might  probably  share  Melmonl**  feelings  on  (lie 
subject,  and  might  be  curioui  to  see  the  pafiei , 
a  sight  of  this  one,  out  of  the  whole  num* 
her,  shall  bcaflurded  him.  It  runs  as  fnlUnrs; 
am)   though   it  may  appear   somewhat   in  ihe 


then  it  nil. 
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PATHOII   AHD   SATHO*)  OK   IKtriia   «>    A    "  FIMK  OSH- 
TVtltAX." 


Cmitif  or  TB*  W«mui. 

....'*  Now,  we  might "  (so  nn  ibe  fragment) 
"  in  lhi(  *  sage  hiatory,'  as  saiih  old  Hamet 
Bencngeli,  bare  cndeavouivd  to  pratisc  on  thp 
'  finer  feelings '  of  the  sensitive  reader ;  wc  might 
htTe  made  our  motto  to  this  chapter  ihr  thotja 
of  a  touching  appeal  on  the  bitter  cttodilion  of 
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However,  the  character  we  are  about  to  dewrilte 
is  as  lilde  inclined  to  maunder  und  whine  over 
his  fieniaU  as  the  reader  would  be  to  condole 
with  him  if  he  diil.  With  a  nonvhaUncc  of  the 
be»t  breeding,  he  M't«  Fortunv  and  MiofofluiM 
at  defiance— obdurate  imp,  he  «miln  at  hcT 
frownd!  ahti  ia  unable  to  subdue  him  '.  her  spell 
it  hu*  jv«t ;  ami  if  yuu  with  for  proof  of  this, 
Ulim  to  the  reflections  of  our  indcpcndeitu 
minded  'poor  genlleman,*  as  he  miikxitmcdt 
in  atroDiug  down  the  street,  much  in  the  follow- 
ing »cin ; — 

"  *  What  a  thing  it  Ja  to  take  thing!  easly. 
Thank  heaven,  my  constitution  (ur  '  organba- 
lion,'  as  tlte  ex)>res9aDn  now-s-days  is)  has  not 
remU-red  me  fretful  and  despuiHling !  A\  hat  a 
happy  situation  am  I  in,'  he  continued,  smiiinfr 
to  himHrlf,  '  fur  writing  a  new  series  of  letters 
in   the    Zinimennann,    Werter,   or    Rou«seau 
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him  a  surprising  appetite  for  dinnn-,  m  he  di^ 
covers  when  he  comes  moK  to  himMlf.  Thr 
shadows  of  cTening  are  now  creeping  on,  or 
deep  set — as  it  iomj  he  ■umiiH.T  tir  winter— oun- 
genial  with  the  shadows  of  his  spirit,  and  wam- 
ir^  his  stomach  that  the  hour  for  suitenaiic* 
and  sodeljr  is  arrived  ■  Of  lbe«e  two  requiutet 
for  weil-being  (the  first  for  nviog  us  tu  our* 
selrcs  and  oiir  friend*— tlie  Mcond,  forf^viog 
our  fnends  the  bonefit  of  our  preservation), 
he  thinketh  not  so  much  of  l)i«  tost — vit,  '  m>- 
det<r,'  as  of  '  suHlenance' — or,  in  more  faniiliar 
Igbtge,  *  dinner;'  he  feelelh,  with  an  ean>eM 
remlulion  to  spend  all  he  hath— heart  mid  auul 
io  the  cauce— in  hia  pocket! — hcisixitlie  very 
threshold  of  an  hotel,  reuowned  for  its  oot^vry 
—  a  favourite  resort  in  times  past  of  more 
overflowing  means,  aod  ere  their  Murptus  strmgth 
had   been,  poared    into  the  *  saving»*bMuii  *  at 
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case,  of  eomiKimtiro.ly  liitl*  '  usej  '«M^''be 
bnlh  rrmntnini;!  Ifediveth  ioto  another  gxichot 
.ia.^hnt  l)»|>p(-nel)i  he  on  here  ? — The  key  of  B 
bur«nu  Kcrape*  agninst  hja  fingers — a  bureau,  in 
which  he  remember!)  he  hath  a  certain  brae*  of 
[Astah — and  he  rarseth  himself  that  ilicv  liave 
not,  ere  thb,  savorl  him  the  trouble  of  coining 
•o  &r  for  a  dinner,  with  so  slender  a  chance  of 
getting  at  it !  He  gmpdh  diill  in  hia  p»cl:et~ 
indcfatifrahly  gnipHb  he !  What  luck  awaits 
his  honest  efforts  ?  The  balanec  of  ctmnge  oid 
,  of  tnon«y  p««)  for  a  bill  i«  nt  1a«t  brought' i^i^'i 
and  this  reminds  him,  mtneirhal  unton-ardly. 
of  every  «)ther  WUhi-  has  been  dunned  to'wtll*' 
fiff  ihe  last  eigbleen  monlh«  ?  . . .  AVhni  tihall  Iw 
d»?  He  can  *paf«  little  bryond  wlmlit  riMt  for 
UMb  a  meal  as  gave  Otway  Iris  qnietos — «  roll, 
not  to  say  a  cntfit  of  bread  , . .  .  tbeideaoragifitv- 
lleinan  dining  an  a  cmst  of  bread  !  it  wringHh  hU 
kS 
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Boiinlt«us  or  Burguwlj  — no,  oor  even  with 
ih*  leverage  of  invalid*,  aheriy,  dot  aloe- 
blftck  Opurto!  What  shall  he  do!  Chance, 
happy  chance,  befriends  him  !  Incomes  a  dear 
friend,  and,  by  the  by,  a  richer  one  Uiau  he, 
and  n<'i  jFct  *  brokni  down'  (a  boon  ca«ipan»an 
within  [w  very  loog  time  ago,  of  our  mfortuni). 

lAh  !    "ny  dear ,'  cries  ihe  fricad,  *  how 

Ita^jy  1  am  t<>  have  fallen  in  with  you  !  Wliat ! 
arc  you  dining  alone?  do  kt  me  join  you .... 
WaittT,  wliat  have  you  ready  ?  Bring  in  sooie 
...  .You've  not  dooc  dinner?'  he  continue*, 
tUDiingtohi» friend,  whorvpltcsmovtooRvivjally, 
*  he  t*  ready  to  begin  again,  not  havtn>;  proceeded 
fa- 1  \  •  - '  Waiter '  departs^a  new  impulse  ia 
^vMi  him— the  toup  speedily  appear*  —  the 
flow  <*r  soul  pours  iu  genial  current  forth-  our 
infortutti  i&  now  biuuelf  again  \  The  let-  of  rnik- 
fortune  is  thawed  in  hta  boMnn  foratiine— ther* 
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tion  oT  spirit,  he  in(«ncls  to  allon  hn  friend  to 
nettle  m  large  Iwliiiice  or  *  set  ofT'  in  thf  ma/rrtil 
to  be  jMiiii  for!  Dinner  t>oir  over,  \m  friend 
wishes  much  to  \ook  lit  at  Ihv  Opera— titc  ballet 
hat  not  yrt  quite  begun — Taglioni  is  to  dsnce 
— thoj-  will  be  in  time  perfuip  to  ht-ar  the  fend 
of  tile  Opera— pRrhapK  a&rytvMnr  yftuzfr*  (u  tn 
the  Donim  del  Lagu)  »F  Sonlag,  ere  ithc  became 
the  Countess  Rossi ;  or,  a  yet  greater  induce- 
ment exists  in  sotnc  concluding  passage  of  the 
Semiramide  by  Pasta.  Well !  the  friend  goes 
up  lo  dress — our  ii%fhrbiai  regreU  he  cannot 
nccompnnj  him  *  ihi*  evening.'  The  waiter  ia 
little  attentive  as  to  the  disburseoMnt  of  the 
bill— be  '  knows  the  gentlemen,'— and  one  of 
ihem  is  in  'the  house' — and  Aur  infrrhatt 
walks  witli  much  junKhataue  out  of  doom. 
The  'friciKl'  is  gone  itp  to  dress,  and  hfo 
|a1e  conipnniiin  proceed*  (in  tlte  artificial  <^e- 
vatuM)   uf  &[)inU  yielded    by  champagne    oikI 
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piilM!  haih  lo<t  its  «way  ov«r  Mm !    The  in^ 

■pinition  uf   diiimpas;ne    htilb   evaponUeil    hi 

frroping  tUroiiglt   the  dingy  '  tfrra  inec^tta' 

thtt  w>  fnrciblT  rrcjiU  him  to  his  rcnl  condilitm 

snd  his  Hotf-diojifiKl  !     He  in  at  the  door  of  his 

den  — h  is  ojwiied  by  an  aged  latl^emalion, 

(ilatlemly.  disheve-Ucd,  and  dirty  hoateea— dome 

old  lrit>hwnnian:  the  Iioldolh  a  grrdi«y  jnpunni^ 

kitchen  candl<>sttck   in   shrivelled   and  dirt-Ixs 

grimrd  paw— the  'dip*  (that  is,  the  candle) 

o'erhangiag    brim,    and    tallow    bodi>wtng     or 

besmearing  the  dirty   deal  of  the  floor.     She 

lights  him  up  the  narrow  staircase,  whose  afTec- 

tatinn  of  Ttimiture  i«  a  worn-out  carpeting,  with 

many  a  yawning;  rcDl,  where  the  iron  rods  have 

through   years  post  borne  tbo   appearance  of 

retaining  it  to  the  steps.      Our  infotiimi  hath 

at  Impth  found  his  level  I     At    the  top  of  the 

staircase  he  stands  before  the  door  of  hi*  den- 
ial U. 
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half  dung,'  ns  Pope  pourtniys  ibcfn,  but  their 
appearance  is  little  more  prepossessing— litUi 
more  dcmonstnttivc  of  happy  fortune.  The 
ktb  is,  indeed,  seen  occaacnally,  in  ennoua 
rent,  through  the  tattered  aud  smoke^taiiwd 
papering;  a  patch  of  blue  sugar-paper  perchance 
hides  sundry  crannies  of  this  kind,  and  giveth  a 
pivliulil  »nd  motley  appearance  to  the  walfa^ 
convincingly  rmblrmatic  of  the  chetpH-rMi  for- 
Hoes  of  the  occupant's  viciraitudes  in  life  i  A 
murmur  of  the  niglit-breexe  sighs  not  the  moat 
encouraging  tune— it  uams  him  he  hath  bn^en 
a  pane  of  ghiM  in  the  window,  of  which  he  hath 
not  wlwrrwiihA]  to  repay  the  damage!  and 
must  c'cm  shiver — but  thin  be  spum*  and  Koms 
to  do !  What  doth  he  ?  He  rmmmetli  dniwen 
and  silk  stockings,  or  cotton  —  ihcrehi ;  and 
brooding  in  melancholy  attitude  o<rer  his  loaded 
pistols,  he  much  doubteth  whether  hesiiall  not  let 
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pftfiion  at  ihe  hote4.  Aj^in  ho  bethinks  him — 
b«  hath  both  imftginatum  and  iofomwtion — can 
delineate  character — tH  not  too  dul)  lo  be  inea- 
pablo  of  making  a  plot . .. .  aj'.  a  good  romann 
may  ai>»ist  his  revenues.  He  slinks  into  hn 
wrcicbcd  couch  —  he  sleeps  di»lurbcd1y  —  he 
drenniH  a  tremendous  plot— hr  awakcth,  nnd  is 
about  to  put  hi»  thoughts  on  paper— alas !  be 
find*  he  hath  not  a  sheet  left! — He  conifurteth 
himsrir  with  the  intention  of  proctirin;;  sonie, 
and  setting  about  hts  roniaiKC  imni«iliately, 
as  soon  as  be  can  creep  abrond.  Ho  ttoib  m 
—he  is  supplied  with  paper  am)  a  grvy  goomv 
quiil— he  fiitteth  down  to  commit  his  thoughts 
to  paper ;  but  wo  betide  the  untoward  causes 
of  deiay — his  thoughts,  for  want  of  bting 
arrcnted  at  ihc  time,  haw  crnporated,  and 
he  imirrhcth  for  hi»  roraaDoe  in  vain,  oTi 
at   any  rate,    lo    much    le«  vividly    than   he 
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tendiflti  out  for  m  slice  or  two  of  cold  meali 
^it  cocneth— it  only  diHguhia  him,  and  brb^ 
all  the  ntortifying  oircumslftnces  of  b)>  ooo- 
ditiuti  before  bim  1  Wtiere  are  now  the  spadoin 
aod  handsome  rooniB  be  once  bad,  when  be 
came  to  town  to  make  the  '  seaion  *  fly  fiutcr  hy 
lb«  mercurial  impulse  bis  Epirit  gave  it?— wbH« 
the  UMirry  bnc-luilor  parties  be  used  to  giv« 
I  on  those  ovea&ioDsf — where  the  "  drcum&tanoe" 
of  laekvys,  of  cbino,  of  plate? — where  the  t*- 
voury  mnds, — foetercn  of  ji>)-ous  vitality, — 
be  was  woiii  to  sliBTc  F  Alas !  echo  may  aoitwer 
^ffbifaf*  tlirougb  tliiiM  bare  and  tnelancholy 
walltt !  lit-  regurdit  with  disgust  the  fare  bcfun 
hini ;  oaturc,  liowevvr,  says  be  must  e'ea  addnaa 
btiuself  to  it  for  watU  of  better  j — be  doth  so, 
tliougit  with  reluctance,  lie  uow  endeavours  lo 
cunsole  himtelf  for  the  shortness  of  bis  cummooa 
by  reflc-cLions  on  tlw  IcngtJi  of  his  pcdifCH^ 
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bi»  peculiar  friciHl,  w  he  wafi  befure,  when  h« 
wBs  rich  ;  hut  Mb  grace  and  be  hatre  bcm 
oblig^  to  lot  each  o4ber\  acrjuiititiiiice  *  aiip 
bjr.'  and  '  sink,''  Mnoe.  Ewnr  Uiing  is  no* 
joy,  and  splendour,  and  iwelrjr  around  him, 
when  uiddnily  a  np  is  beard  at  his  door. — Is  it 
the  'iMuliff?'  No!  die  bailiff  can't  invade 
bis  '  caKtlc ! '  He  is  j'et  safe  1  Who  it  it 
inirudt-»uii  his  sobtude  and  disturbo  (be  delights 
— the  oaty  delights  he  [XMScwgis —of  bis  taacy? 
— whu  is  it  disturbs  him  tlius  unfeeliugly  and 
untowordJy  f  It  is  a  shrivelled  old  wonuin  with 
a  small  bundle  in  her  hand,  and  on  tltc  top  of 
it  pititK-d  a  small  bill ; — it  b  the  Uundreat. 
'  If  you  pUse,  sir'  (tlie  Lidy  is  liisb),  *bsrtt'a 
yur  linen,  iind  ttuink  yur  honour  lo  pay  the 
last  three  weeks'  amatl  account  for  wa«hmg^ 
My  poor  husband  (Tc«t  his  soul !)  ia  dead,  yur 
booour,  since  I  saw  you,  oud  Tve  noiiung  to 
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b]iibl>ereth :— yet  hoping  for  comrort  from  such 
■  generous  cuslunier. 

,**Mygoocl  ma'aut — ahem— your  ton  affect 
Bie  to  the  very  haul's  core.  What  did  your 
hufihand  die  of?  Here  are  live  shillings  to 
enmfort  ^-ounclf  vrithal,  with  the  liquor  your 
hearl  love*  bed,  or  to  pay  for  mojuci,  if  you 
|iR-fer  it.  Do  not  talk  of  the  hilt,  that  I  will 
pay  anolhvf  day;— these  five  shillings,  meftn- 
while,  I  make  you  a  clear  preaeat  of.' 

*'  '  BltM  your  honour's  heart,''  iiiier))ooeth 
Mrs.  O'Flanagan. 

*"  Well,whaidid  your  husband  die  ofi'^^nd 
where  is  he  to  be  buried  ? — or  where  tr  be 
iMtni.'cl  ?  I'll  give  yuu  an  epitaph  fur  him,  which 
•hall  cwl  you  nothing  but  thanka !  ' 

*''Oh,  thank  you,  sirrh,  for  giving  mc  any- 
thing.    What  ia  an  epi  . .  ,  ,  ? ' 

"  *Kpiiapb,  Mrs.  U'Flanagan,  is  the  uying 
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»*  *  A  pavior  and  rammer,  yw  liono«r,  ivery 
cUy  of  the  week,  Sundays  nat  excipfed.' 
'         "  *  A  pavior  and  rammer !  Ah  !  a  good  sturdj 
buoDeas.     Wtil,  here's  aa  epitaph  for  him. 


I'te  dniak  mjr  U*(  draw,  noi  iball  loora  pun  or  ran. 

And  at  IcDirlh  my  ipirit  ftt  uc  if . 
Whrrc  I  iletfi  mj  long  iloie,  ukil  Inn  np  n;  i 

At  ilull  farlb  anil  tb«  nvU  ot  (he  dutirt. 


Tliere !  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  Mud  of  your 
good  man ;  so  good  morning  to  you,  WrK 
O'Flanagan.'  With  which  wurds  cmr  infortuni 
ihewcth  the  said  dame  the  way  down  stairs, 
trusting  she  may  Dot  mistake  it,  or  delay 
making  it,  and  commence  on  the  inharroonioua 
Ntrain  of  the  bill  again.  He  is,  in  this  Instance, 
fortunate.  She  deparlelh, comforted  in  theossur- 
ance  that  her  next  visit  will  be  greeted  with  the 
payment  of  all  her  tittle  dues;  muttering  which 
prayer  to  hersejf,  she  l>claketh  herself  away, 
l8 
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him.  He  williv*  forlh  —  *  shabbj  gentedi* 
avoiding  conjtpi<.-uitjr  us  tnucli  m  he  can.  and 
con^picuouii  r^wntt.  He  tiluopetli  io  h'n  gail, 
iLod  boweth  his  head  to  escape  detection,  as  if 
iiuRciing  from  tame  complaint  in  tlie  rhem, 
which  adtnitsof  his  Ikand  being  drawn  over  his 
boEoin  somewhat  to  veil  the  ahahbinejta  of  the 
bmui-buttons  of  his  surtout,  and  tlw  wornvwhat 
«n.'il-woni  and  russet  hue  of  the  once  black  silk 
•tocit.  Ill  going  along  he  scea  a  favourite  cab- 
horse,  once  his  own,  and  lately  disposed  of  at 
Tattersall's.  Erefything  reminds  hhn  of  what 
he  was  ami  what  he  is  t  He  looks  asknnc«  at 
Crockford's  as  he  slinks  down  St.  James's  Street, 
just  to  slide  into  his  club  (somewhere  in  that 
street),  and  see  what  cardii  have  been  left  fur 
No  one  knows  wltere  he  resides.  It  it 
dtuk, — ih«  hour  be  slinketfa  abroad  ; — most  of 
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n|rhl! — all  b»  own  faulC  would  Mnietiui«» 
carry  on   tltc  atrain.     Meanwhile  poor  i 

sliuka  hack  lu  liii  lodging,  with  ibc  determi- 
nation, n«xt  day,  of  borrowing  some  awwy 
and  making  *  a  (Impemte  puali  *  to  obtain  *  the 
widow.'  The  nunrow  oome* — lie  itallielh  lurtli, 
big  with  this  project — when,  alas  I  scarcely  balh 
be  stepped  beyond  the  threshold  of  his  abode 
when  his  Quixotism  i»  arrested  by  ilie  malignant 
lap  of  the  bailifT,  by  whose  kind  attention  and 
diligef>ce,  he  b  conveyed  in  a  hackocy-chariot 
to  a  hfwnging-bouao ;  in  some  obcctirv  n.-gian, 
dingy  OS  Erebus)  and  abuul  as  difBcult  to 
eocape  from.  From  tlicncff,  siiKc  no  kiiul  Mend 
is  furthcoming  in  tlw  interim  to  rtrlioix:  liis 
biiixleiiv,  lie  pruoL'edvth ,  us  naturally  as  a  Ca- 
tholic soul,  from  purgatory  to  the  di-vtl  (if  he 
is  ullimatrly  found  unlit  for  heaven);  he  pro- 


world  doth— in  «  the  luna 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
ft  raar  at  urt  ruin  mxiwp  ms  ov>taik. 


Snrc  be  tbtl  made  a*  wltk  cnciti  larte  di>ca«TM. 
I,«nking  before  anil  ■lt«r.  pic  M  not 
Tbal  upabilitf  ud  ;od-lik»  rwlBW 
To  rati  in  at  uaiued. 

Hamlbt. 

Mklmont  had  Karccly  finished  prrustDp  thv 
rorcgning  paper,  tlian  a  parcel  wiu  clelivfivd 
into  bis  bands  by  Fleuret,  who  infonncd  hitn. 
the  clii«f  of  the  police  had  left  it  from  Star- 
liDg.  Mvlniont  imtnediatvly  di-oircd  to  scv  him, 
and  Icumt  fruin  him  th<>  account  of  Stariing* 
L  3 


from  Sir  Juprr.  rvqairing  his  ilAUglitrr  end 
»un-iii>liiw  la  camv  down  itgaia  to  Cbt^ltcuhom, 
in  onlvr  lu  j<Hn  tiim  MiluicquvDlly  on  Iii»  jiHimry 
bock  tu  I^utwortlt.  Tlie  oU  nmo  rvccivL-ti  an 
answer  aayinjf,  that  liis  requeiit  would  bo  com- 
plied will)  kbortly,  but  that  wme  btuincxt  uf 
iiapurtanoe,  vnd  unexpected  at  the  pr^aest 
iDoineut,  hadari»ai,  which  would  pru)»bl^  (Wa^' 
ovir  liiax>  a  fortiughl  or  cnofi^  hut  that  the 
luuiiient  )i«  was  at  Ubcny,  he  would  hurry  down 
to  hatiy  L«ntworth  and  himaeir.  The  letter 
that  conveyed  this  nniwer,  dui  otNivryed 
the  happjF  news  of  Meliuunl't  !ti.sler  bring 
bctrotltcd  to  his  friend  GustaTu,  wboae  nup- 
lialt  were  lo  be  eelebrated  at  Oielteiihitni, 
Sir  Jttsper  wa*  requated  to  give  tlie  bride 
awaj,  which  be  was  ovtrjoycd  at  the  thouglii 
of  doing,  when  the  r«()ue«t  rcnched  him. 
DcTore,  however,  the  happy  meettng  at  Cbck 
tenham    takes    ptaoe,     the    pruDiikC    must    be 
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W   '  mc  •omc  astitlnncv  through  its  mazes !  As  I  ani 
I      fum\  »r  '  In^inniiijf  at  the  bcginningt'  perhajb 
I     you  would  pre  mc  a  starting  point,  »h«nce  la 
set  out." 

■  •*  I  will  let  you  know  then ;  I  will  \tt  you  into 
tho  secret  of  knowing  what  is  most  interesting  in 
thi* '  world's  epilooie.'  The  outward  show,  and 
all  that  the  vulgar  gape  at,  is  the  last  thing  ti> 
etinxidrr,  rxecpt,  indord,  as  presmttng  m>  many 
mnntiimmls  of  lite  wealth  and  rnti-rpHw  of  tht^ 
country ;  but  it  is  bchliHl  the  rurtttin  you  muni 
look. — it  is  to  the  intrigues  of  society." 

"  Da  you  undcrctnnd  1iy  this,  the  intrigun  of 
puMic  or  private  life  ?" 

'  "Of  botb:  thoae  of  public  life,  of  cuune, 
demand  tbi-  hi>^icst  degree  of  attention,  at  being 
the  OKist  important;  but  sooictimes  those  of 
private  life  have  a  public  object  in  their  »icw, — 
as  a  political  cminesion,  a  promotion,  a  favmir 
I      at  court,— and  different  items  of  ttiit  itnturr.  of 
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"  A  que&tion  it  will  not  l>e  very  tiifficult  for 
any  one  to  noitwer, — ■  hoI  in  parlinmeiit,  wliic^i. 
linwcveTi  i*  »  ticket  which  a  good  many  (as  1 
have  wilnevHvd  with  Jerinon  and  cantciapt) 
do  not  know  liow  to  U9e,~and  ibcm  ihvy  had 
hener  l>e  anyw)iere  than  in  parliament.  Thcet 
me  mvTt  clowns,  dolu,  and  greenhom^  I 
would  not  give  a  ^g  for  a  inao  witliout  h<- 
had  a  talent  for  intrigue,  that  is  to  My,  If  be 
is  to  play  a  ]Mrt  on  the  worldly  arena  of  life. 
Ai  to  the  respect  I  may  have  for  liim  for  bcit^ 
aUn-c  this,  and  above  worldly  interesU  and 
specula  I  iontt,  I  will  say  nothing.  I  oidy  speak 
of  htm  as  lakin;;  a  part  in  the  btuiiiteiis  of  life,  ami 
the  sutijectfl  of  interest  rrcogiiitcd  by  the  nciive 
jiari  of  society.  Oh !  ll»c  dvtigitt  of  ruuicbutit 
and  oounter-manaeuvre.-'thvthrowinft  ancoomy 
OD  a  false  socnti— the  lta|>py  ■  ruse'  tliattrepaoa 
htm  like  a  spring  (rap, — the  tempohnng,— the 
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Tou  ccrtunl^  prcmnt  to  me  a  very  int«r- 
eadng  topic  of  consideration."  >~' 

*'  Bui  mark  me, — I  again  repeat,  that  it  i* 
oot  erery  one  thai  baa  (he  dcket  of  admiMion 
to  the  theatre  where  this  drama  is  ixsX  enacted,^ 
nor  ban  talent,  itddrt»»,_finf4Sf,  ttpifglrrin,  to  take 
A  part  ill  t))c  bufinoM,  or  even  perceive  that  its 
enactment  is  going  on,  much  Icm  hckdI  mit  its 
drift,  and  folkxr  eagerly  on  the  Irsck,— now 
giving  longuc  when  the  game  is  fresh  on  the 
wbid— now  fttraining  in  anxious  nilmt  mxrfj 
to  get  upon  the  successful  track.  Oh!  what 
would  I  give  to  be  now  making  one  in  the 
bostle,  the  plot,  the  hrat  of  the  action  !  I  am 
but  a  cipher  in  society, — and  who  U  iwtf  so,  who 
bail  not  the  ticket,  the  admission  lo  be  an  actor  in 
thts  ^sorbing  game,  by  beit^  in  Parliament?! 
In  Oppooition  or  Go\-emment,  it  is  all  one  as  fiar< 
■6  the  interest  I  speak  of  is  concerned  :  of  tbolwo- 
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tion  in  my  favourit«»  game, — tbtre  nre  those  I  can 
auiM  if  I  am  not  pulilicly  recogniacd  as  «n  actm 
JV'. .  Bui  to  speak  a  little  now  of  the  intrigue  nf 
private  life,  from  my  own  experience,  and  iliit 
I  tru»t  I  may  do  without  being  t^tisti<*nl,  f(>t 
DO  man  has  a  right  so  well  to  speak  on  a  siibjeclt 
'     as  one  who  has  had  actual  experience  in  )t." 

I**  Cortatnly  so,— I  ara  all  attention.*' 
"  Well,    I  really  think  I  can   toll  you   the 
'private  hiMory'  of  almost  every  family  worth 

I  knowing  anything  about;  (he  intermnrringes 
and  the  marriage  misfortunes,  —  the  '  breeds 
•ecd,  and  generation,'  as  jockeys  Miy,  of  every 
being  who  is  'anybody,'  or  *somclxKly,'in  the 
I  Mdal  spliere :  there  is  scarcely,  in  fiict,  a  good 
ooat  of  arms  that  I  can't  lack  a  *  family  Mory' 
to,  forthwith!" 

Verily,  tbia  is  an  amusing  talent ! " 
■'  It  is  to  to  a  great  extent.   On  the  other 
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"  To  be  fture  I  (to!  it  gni(i6es  my  conceit  I 
We  CnglitJ)  are  »ucfa  u  proud  domiRccring  race, 
that  it  i<t  not  enoiigli  to  Iw  lovct)  ■inongst  us; 
to  have  any  sway,  a  man  tnu«t  be  dreaded ;  I 
speak  rather  hanttily  of  our  cburacter,  but  it  is 
the  tn>lh.  I  Kpcak  adviM^ly.  and  not  without 
having  studied  iho  character  1  delineate.* 

"  Yet,  Ulelmont,  you  do  not  appear  a  kind  of 
pcnwn  to  make  yourself  di»lik«d,  or  at  least 
drMded." 

'"**  Ob,  yop  need  no«  be  dialikod  rxactly* 
altbough  *  drrndrd ! ' — You  may  lioUi  a  rod  over 
the  h«ailH  of  many,  and  yet  appear — and  octuatly 
bf— so  agreeable,  in&inuating,  amiat)le,  and 
Murlicr-likc,  that  the  world  can't  help  giving 
y^a  iut  approbation  and  a  flattering  character  t 
Nay,  when  persons  find  you  have  as  much  sway 
aver  others,  as  themseUeii,  lliey  will  lake  a  pride 
1  courting  you,  for  people  value  you  a  good 
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tion  of  those  who  stand  in  awe  of  tUdr  possible 
exerrion." 

"  Kxactljr !  and  h«rc  coma  the  coDlraat ;  the 
petty-minded,  and  mcun-tpirilvd,  will  make  use 
of  this  power  if  llicv  poKwcs  it ;  th<-y  arodreaded 
and  hated:  the  maa  who  abstains,  t]icref<M«, 
from  making  use  nf  u  dangennix  power,  may 
reasonably  be  praised,  and  a  sliow  made  of 
admiring  hiin«  though  secretly  he  in  dreaded; 
and  this  last  '  predicament'  is  my  aoibitiofi  and 
boast  on  the  stage  of  'private  hfe;'~tbt»  is 
tlic  charnclrr  I  would  have  as  a  '  courtier.'^ 

"  I  wv  DOW  what  tl  is  to  be  acquainted  with 
London  ;  it  is  to  be  acquainted  with  cAaraeUr 
to  know  the  sources  of  ascendancy  and  import- 
ance in  sodety." 

"  Precisely  I  you  don't  know  life,  or  l<ondon, 
for  they  niay  be  used  as  synonymous  terms 
here,  unless  you  arc  the  thorough  *  diplomat''  ia 


were  calculatnl  to  induce^  n*  reaortA  fnr  loung- 
ing Bway  the  tim«.  "  Nny,''  fuud  Melniont, 
"  it  U  post  a  joke,  to  ace  how  many  *  Iteada  of 
Aimilif«,'  a*  thry  arcvnlk'd,  bcnome  undoroesti- 
catcs]  and  comitaralivcly  tuvngn,  by  wqiiCRtvrinit 
ihniMelvvs  rvrrlutiiigly  in  tho  wilds  of  a  club- 
house I  They  are  never  at  homr !  nlirnyn  at  the 
•  club,'— I  8D1  sick  of  the  monotony  of  tite  tcrnt 
The  family  that  exdtea  their  tnaio  interest,  is  (he 
femily  of  newspapers  and  magfiiines,  whilst  thai 
at  hotne  is  oomparatively  forgotten  I  In  Cut, 
for  burying  men  alive,  tumiitg  tliem  into  a  kind 
of  lay  mankt,  and  as  a  seminary  for  tlie  forming 
a  sei  of  borefl,  quixxes,  and  old  bachelor*,  there 
never  was  any  thing  hke  a  *  club.' " 

Ouitavo  joined  Mdinoot  in  the  laugti  with 
nrhieh  he  accompanied  tliit  reflection.  "Of 
coorse,"  he  added,  "  I  do  not  &|>cak  too  swecp- 
ingly,  in  ny  applicatioa,  but  only  with  refercnn 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


A   VriMKIll    WOBTII    AXtWKMKO. 


•W^  HiMnilnE  WM  Int  mwlc  pilot  ta  the  wvrid  .  .  . 

But  to  il  now,  thit  he  bull  lo«i  Ui  «iu  ? 

IWn'd  p>g««iit-poct,  louiter  t«  tb«  prea, 

Dot  lbw>  Mtn  thadom  nil}  ud  difarat 
^^^        TWMbMMc(,wi)cthbrbotliiBMaMndHaM 

r" 

I      cotiUni: 


"I  HAVE  been  inforRicd,"  said  Gtistaro  (fai 
continue  the  suhjcct  wliich  the  oooclusiod  of  the 
last  diapicr  was  proceeding  to) — "  I  have  been 
uS 
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mtisfactorily  solved  as  thvy  perhaps  can  be,  aod 
•octvty  reposes  on  ihese  tnitlix,  and  bus  bfcome 
impatient  of  aay  weightier  product>uA»  c»n  tht! 
old  theses.  Betides  this,  ihc  press  has,  by  degrees. 
disK-minntcid  such  r  vnriety  or  topics  throuj^ 
the  chftiiiitl  of  (be  men  journals  of  the  day,-> 
that  the  mind  of  the  public  h«*  be«n  ref»d«rtd 
oifonned  <rith,and  alive  to,  agrentuorufy  of  sub- 
jects. This,  to  a  certain  extent,  disnblcs  it  front 
Inlying  the  same  degree  of  fixed  attention  to 
any  protracted  dissertation  on  any  smfftt  point. 
Henoc  it  is,  that  you  have  not,  now,  weighty 
volumes,  a»  formerly,  on  a  particular  licad  ;  but 
<Ii  do  not  admit  that  hence  it  is  to  be  orgiMd 
that  the  literary  clioracter  has  degcoeratcd. 
Vou  will  see  the  most  important  and  intenM* 
ing  remarks  and  observatwas  in  the  compass 
of  an  '  article,'  which  form  an  instance  ijaite 
strong  enough   to   vindicate  the  character  of 
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is, — the  talent,  ia  equal;  and  the  roaiter 
equally  noiirishinB.  Bwides,  an  you  uid  before, 
the  greater  ))roblen»  iu  ninra)  an<l  natural  philo- 
Mpliy  having  been  solved,  and  the  public  mind 
roposiug  on  these,  it  likm  to  see  the  principlea 
alrrady  dist.'overcd  brought  into  play  by  prac- 
tical applii;ation  to  the  topici  nhich  they  may 
illustrate,  and  whidi  yield  this  opportunity  it* 
thfy  ariwj." 

*'  You  mention  another  very  ju«  muon,"  »aid 
Melmnnt-  *'  Again,  if  tlw  •  matter'  of  the  titernry 
remark*  of  the  present  day  is  not  degtenemte,  cer> 
lainly  (he'  tnanner'  ia  not  I  Witncis  the  beauty, 
farce,  and  perspicuity  with  vrbich  subjecu  are 
treated  in  almoat  evLTy  oairtpaper  you  take  up. 
Lord  Byron  remarked  that  many  a  *  leading 
article'  was  equal  to  Junius;  in  fact,*>tyU* 
is  now  so  general  in  writing,  that  ererybody 
^oioct  n  8  writer,  and  has  formed  his  t>tvh> 
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the  DWDtb  by  twelve,  that  of  the  qunrtpr  by 
four,  you  will  give  him  an  a^|[rcgatc  of  intelli- 
gence by  the  ct>d  or  the  year  that  wiU  make  liiiii 
quite  a  different  being  in  the  scale  of  mtinnal 
animab  aiid  thinking  creaturM  I " 

'*  You  fully  oonnnce  me,"  said  GuMavu,  "  of 
the  inanity  of  the  charge  at  literary  (li^;cncracy, 
in  your  country,  at  the  present  day  1  You  have 
given  me  a  picture  of  the  quality,  quantity,  and 
diffbaioD  of  intelligence  quite  unparalleled  ! 
But  1  thould  like  to  ask.  Suppose  any  great 
ditoovery  in  philosophy  to  be  made,  would  the 
reiiless  habit  of  mind  (^  the  reading  public  ^ve 
h  the  due  attention  that  it  would  deserve?  " 

<"  T  Ke  what  is  pawng  in  your  mind.  Ymi 
perhap*  think  that  a  spirit  of  discovery  in 
science  is  more  inert  than  it  used  to  be,  pcrhapi, 
Irom  despairing  of  sufflcieDt  attention  being  paid 
to  ita  labours.   If  this  be  really  the  case  it  is  o 
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oficTcd  xo  thv  pahlk  in  «  stylo,  nnd  through  a 
channel,  suited  to  its  (aatc.  The  conscqucnca. 
is,  ih«t  the  philosoi^cT,  far  from  liaving  me% 
with  durcgard— having  fsilod  to  excite  itUt.-^- 
iKM)— «im1  left  to  vbecuntjr,  is  brought  before, 
the  world  in  a  multiplied  amount  of  five  or  ux 
ibautaiid  to  une!  For  Mich  is  the  drcukii<ja 
of  t>i«  peritxitcal,  that  it  canivs  his  mcoichw  all 
«v«r  tbi-  world  while  hit  own  work  would 
witrci-ly  iiari"  travelled  into  more  than  the  con-i 
fined  circuit  of  the  closets  of  n  few  literati  And 
wroitt!  Do  not  la  research  then,  or  phdon 
•ophy,  be  dispirited.  If  it  has  anything  wordij 
|i)  advauoe,  it  will  meet  with  itst  full  share  of 
applautx:  and  publicity;  and  if  it  it  in  error,  il» 
detection,  for  lite  good  of  the  public,  will  be 
also  the  more  widely  and  summarily  exhtbilcd." 
'*  You  have  quite  sAti«6n]  my  mind  a»  to  wfaui 
I  woft  in  error  upon  as  to  liw  subject  of  Enf;tt»lt 
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suppose  it  was  this  that  gave  me  the  emmeous 
Idea  I  had  formed  of  the  degeneracy  of  English 
literature." 

*"**  Ohi  this  chaiga  cuuld  only  apply  to  the 
tigfitcr  literature  of  the  day,  and  thv  worst 
spedmcni  even  of  that  t  and  invarinhly  tn  thv 
inMiiicc  of  persons  who  hftd  iw  daim  to  appear 
IH'  a'  literary  diaracter.  It  is  true  that  there 
haa,  in  the  womt  specimens  of  novel  writing,  been 
a  fpKxl  deal  of  rapid  pretenfifln  exhihiled,  and 
a  good  (Icnl  of  affected  importance,  but  thb  haa 
been  invariably  rqiudiated  :  and,  as  an  iostanee 
of  this  not  being  just  as  a  general  charge,  take 
ttke  beet  spedmcon  of  ligfatrr  literature — of  the 
Dovals,  of  which  we  arc  now  speaking,  and  you 
will  find  they  wen  indebted  for  their  sneceaa  to 
the  display  of  intelligence  which  they  exhibited, 
— and  tlh'  spirit  and  force  with  whldi  remarks 
10(1  MotiiDeota  were  put  into  the  moudis  of  the 
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the  building!  nlonfr  th«  Regent's  Pork,  tJiiuij 
with  aoytliing  i'l«c  br  witneascd  during  hia  ride.' 
The  Ketinll-Grfcn  cctnctor)-— the  gu^wocits— • 
tbr  docka — the  mint — were  amongst  oilier*  of 
tbc  bvtICT  objects  (J  ciiriocity  thai  Kfclmont 
liuniitcd  his  foiMgo  friend  over.  The  Iraiiaai  of 
Pnrlijiiticnt  were,  nf  course,  not  &iutng  now.— 
w  tlie  period  wiiich  our  pages  rcconi,  and  it» 
dialogues  of  idlettcM,  would  not  be  called  the 
"Recess." 

In  the  evening  Melmunt  look  ihc  opportunity 
ofinlroducing  Gustaro  to  all  the  most  eoiineiU 
characiers  of  the  day,  at  a  large  luriy  uf  wilt  at 
the  liouw  of  a  litenu-y  lady,  who  drew  soma., 
wliot  upon  tlic  go»d  nature  of  hor  friends  ia 
inflit-ting  on  them  tlic  beariug  a  ingcdy  of  five 
acli^  her  own  onmpoaition,  and  read  by  her  wiUi 
due  enipl)ai>i»  and  feeling.  Uuilavo  made  many 
dever  and  iot«r««tiog  aetjuainuuices,  but  not  all 
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■  What  oMTc'*  t«  caac 
Oh — (omedung,  jrcl—a  not  u^Mitnf  Ian 
In  fortDiw'i  prank*! 

N«T  than.  I'U  qauTtd  sal. 
So  tb«  tuiprtM  l>«  hqipT' 


Ir  Uie  meeting  which  now  took  place  Iwtwven 
the  Count  and  Counten  Vaaari  was  pleasing, 
il  wu  aI*o  painful.  She  had  hj  this  tioK  joined 
the  Count  at  Cheltenham*  togetb«r  with  Gu»- 
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suppose  it  was  this  that  gave  roc  the  emmeoui 
idea  I  had  fonned  of  tbe  dsgcncrAcy  oT  Gnf;li»h 
ttteratorc"    *      '    "f* 

*■  »*  Oh !  this  chargtj  couM  only  apply  to  the 
Ughtcr  Uterature  of  the  day,  and  ibe  wnnt 
specimens  trvm  at  that  t  and  inTtriably  in  the 
inttancc  of  persons  who  hail  no  clum  to  appear 
in  a  litcTBiy  cbaractcr.  It  U  triK  that  there- 
han,  in  the  wont  spedioens  of  novel  writing,  been 
a  good  deal  of  vapid  prcieniion  exhibited,  and 
a  fpxxl  dmi  of  affected  importance,  Init  this  hai 
been  invariably  repudiated  ;  and,  as  an  instance 
of  this  not  being  just  as  a  general  charge,  lalce 
the  bc«t  ipecimcns  of  lighter  literature— of  the 
novels,  of  which  we  are  now  »pi>aking,  and  you 
vUl  tiiMi  they  were  indebted  for  tlieir  «ucc«n  to 
the  display  of  intelligence  which  they  exhibited, 
— and  the  spirit  end  fbroi-  witli  whidl  remarks 
and  wntitneDta  wtn  put  into  the  mouths  of  ibe 
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suppow  it  was  tliifl  that  gare  toe  ihe  em)n«Au> 
idm  I  liad  formed  of  the  degeneracy  of  Englidh 
lilenture." 

*•■•*  Oh!  this  charge  oould  only  apply  to  the 
lighter  literature  of  the  day,  and  the  worst 
specimens  even  of  that !  and  invariably  m  the 
instann!  of  persons  who  had  no  claim  to  appvar 
in  a  literary  character.  It  is  true  that  there 
han,  in  the  worst  s.peciinen8  of  novel  wriling,  been 
a  |;ood  deal  of  vapid  prctennan  exhibited,  and 
a-ffuod  deal  of  aJTected  importance,  but  this  hax 
been  invariably  rt^udiated  ;  and,  as  an  htstance 
of  this  itot  being  just  as  a  general  charge,  take 
tbe  beet  spedmeas  of  lighter  literature — of  the 
DovcU,  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  and  you 
■ill  tind  tbcy  verv  indebted  for  their  sticcesa  to 
the  display  of  intelligctice  which  tbcy  ethibitcd, 
— and  the  spirit  and  force  wHh  which  rctnailu 
and  aentiineDta  were  put  into  Uie  mouths  of  the 
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$up[x>se  it  wii*  i>ii»  that  gate  me  th«  enxmeou* 
idea  1  h«d  formvd  of  ihc  dq^enerflcy  of  EngUah 
Ktemtorc." 

"  OKI  thi»  chiurge  oould  only  apply  to  the 
tighter  tiltinture  of  the  day,  and  the  trorst 
s[)ecimen.t  evtn  of  that '.  and  invariaUy  in  thf 
inuance  of  personn  who  had  no  claim  to  appear 
tea  literary  character.  It  i»  true  that  there 
has,  in  Ok  worw  ngiccinH-ns  of  iwvH  writin!*,  bewi 
a  good  dmi  of  vapid  prctcniion  exhibited,  and 
a  good  deal  of  atTcrUti  importance,  httt  thi^  has 
bren  javanabiy  repudiated  ;  and,  as  an  instjtnrr 
of  tlua  not  being  just  aa  a  generaJ  cliarfi;o,  take 
the  best  ^lecdniena  of  lighter  literature— of  Ihr 
nuvels,  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  and  you 
will  lind  tbey  were  indebted  for  their  suecna  to 
th<?  diipby  of  intdligence  which  tlicy  exhibited, 
— ^nd  the  Hjiirit  and  force  with  which  remarks 
aud  ■entiDWDta  wer«  put  into  the  mouths  of  the 
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suppose  it  wft5  thi«  that  gare  me  the  erroneous 
id«a  1  had  formed  of  ih«  dc^neracy  of  Engtish 
Uteraiure." 

**  Oh  1  this  charge  could  only  apply  to  the 
bghtcr  literature  of  the  day,  and  th«  worst 
specimens  even  of  thai !  and  invariflWy  in  the 
imtancc  of  persons  who  had  no  claim  to  appear 
JB'S  literary  character.  It  is  true  that  (hetv 
ha»,  in  die  worstt  k[)eciinen»  nf  nuvd  writinir,  hewn 
«  good  dnl  of  vapid  prrtemioii  rvhibitcd.  and 
a  good  deal  of  aH<Kl«d  importance,  hut  this  has 
been  invariably  repudiated  ;  and,  as  an  instancf 
of  ihia  not  being  just  aa  a  general  chai^,  take 
the  bc6l  flpcdmena  of  tighter  )ite^alurt^~<>f  the 
novcla,  of  which  nc  arc  now  speaking,  and  you 
will  lind  they  vcrc  indebted  for  thdr  snccesti  to 
the  display  of  intelligence  which  ihey  exhibited, 
— and  the  spirit  and  force  with  whidi  remarks 
wid  seoUinenta  were  pui  into  tlie  mouths  of  the 
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I  mplliMe  it  was  this  that  gare  me  the  erroneous 
idea  I  had  formed  of  the  d^encracy  of  English 
htemitirc.*' 

"■**  Oh  1  this  charge  could  only  apply  to  the 
lighter  literature  of  the  day,  and  thv  worst 
spedmcnB  even  of  that  \  and  invariably  in  th« 
instance  of  persons  who  hnd  no  claim  to  appear 
in- a  literary  character.  It  is  true  that  there 
haw,  in  the  wor&tf>pectD>eTuof[wve)  writing,  been 
a  pood  deal  of  vapid  pretention  exhibited,  and 
a  good  deal  of  affected  importance,  but  ihts  has 
been  tnvonably  repudiated  :  and,  as  an  instaoce 
of  this  not  being  just  as  a  geocral  chai^,  taJte 
the  best  specimens  of  lighter  iittrature— (^  the 
novels,  of  which  we  arc  now  speaking,  and  you 
will  find  they  were  indebted  for  ibcir  succcbs  to 
the  display  of  intvll^cncc  which  they  exhibited, 
— and  the  spirit  and  fore*.-  with  which  remarks 
Bod  sentiDMnta  were  put  into  the  mouths  of  the 
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tbe  butklings  alonj;  ihc  Ruj^rcnt's  Paric,  thaii' 
with  anything  e)«e  h«  witoesscd  tliiriug  his  ride.' 
Tbe  KenBall-Orvcn  cemeterj-— tbe  ga»-works— ii 
the  flocks — the  mint — were  antongst  olhi;ni  of 
the  better  objects  of  eiirioeity  that  MelmoDt 
lionisL<d  his  fordgn  friend  o%-er.  Tlif  housus  of 
Porliainrat  were,  of  course,  not  stltinn  now, — 
or  the  (icriod  whtdi  our  pages  recorci,  «tid  itm 
dialogues  of  idleneat,  would  not  be  called  the 
•'Recetti.'' 

in  tlie  evening  Metniont  took  the  o|)ponuiuly 
of  introducing  Gustavo  to  all  the  moot  eminent 
chanKlLTs  of  tlic  day,  at  a  laif[c  party  of  wits  at 
the  bouse  of  a  liu-rary  lady,  wbo  drew  some^ 
vbat  upon  the  good  nature  of  her  6iends  in 
inflicting  oo  them  the  bearing  a  tragedy  of  five 
acts  Iter  own  compnuition,  and  read  by  her  with 
due  nnphaMR  and  feeling.  Gustavo  made  many 
dever  and  intereuing  ac()uaintauces,  but  not  all 


being  dviained  on  bu 
pTOCtding  chapter,— Gi) 
eeed  at  ooce.  At  the  a 
friend  not  to  delay  hii 
be  could  bdp,— for  the 
GuiUvo  were  to  take  pi 
tbe  put;  at  ChaJteaban 
Elvira  were  to  come  dm 
time,  GuBUvo  took  his  i 
frbom  we  Wutll  huar  nn 
the  CouDtt  and  aJao  td 
Jaiper  and  Lady  Lmtvi 


m^^^k^ 
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BATPT  DSr*KTIJIU>. 


n^— lamclUiig.  Tct— •  not  oaplfui^  larn 
In  fonsoc'i  prmkh 

Ns7  thcB,  I  'U  ^iMn*l  mot. 
So  the  VBipnK  1i«  hsppj. 

Tut  Bmcvb- 

If  tbc  meeting  which  nov  took  place  betwoen 
the  Counl  and  Countess  Vuari  wan  pleasing, 
it  wu  alio  pfiinful.  She  Itod  by  ihiii  dme  joined 
the  Count  at  Cheltenham,  together  with  Gut- 
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waf  glad  to  permit  a  lubject  to  unploMnt  to  the 
Count,  to  tt-Rnioatc,  is  no  less  due  to  bo  slated  of 
her ;  oU,  in  fuel,  tliot  tilu;  hod  said  on  the  tubjtcl^ 
was  at  bis  own  uiggesUoo.  The  iatvroqitioD  of 
h«r  IvtU-rCi  by  wlticli  \'asaTi  vas  prrvratcd  being 
aoquointed  with  the  designs  of  hia  br»ther<iiw 
tatr,  did  not,  leut  of  all,  demand  a  painful 
Dutice,  and  require  regrdful  mention.  It  was 
no  wonder  (hat  the  Count,  wlim  he  met  AIvU 
niont  at  Kenilworth,  told  him  he  was  surprtsnl 
he  had  no  tiding  of  the  Countn*!— «U  waa 
now  expUincd. 

(iustavo's  impatience  incn-oted  rrcry  day  to 
see  Elvira.  Sir  Jasper,  too,  began  to  eau-r  into 
his  feelings,  and  to  be  fidget  ty  for  the  Inq^Hp 
mnmaay  to  take  place, — two  or  three  lettcti  in 
his  chancteri&tic  style  reached  MelnHint,  urjKtng 
him  not  to  deby.  It  should  be  mentioned  alMj, 
that  the  Count  Vauui  made  orer  to  his  sui. 


J 
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|)Twul  upon  them  all  to  come  and  dioe  witli 
him  too.  Sir  Javpcr,  wheu  be  received  (hi» 
innsB)>e  sBid,  "  w«ll,  he  wan  alwsys  a  diiinincviv 
in^  aixl  whimsical  rogue,  iii»cl  muit  hRTii  his 
wAy,  h<!  suppoaod !" — *u  winl  hi«  compbrnvotit  to 
his  Lorcl>hip(  whom  Meliaoiil  aiuirecl  him  was 
M  mudt  hit  fricn<l,  tliac  he-  wishi-d  t»  be  Uw 
friend  of  all  connected  with  him .  So  aeoordii^y 
it  was  settled  (hat  the  Lentworlht,  youiiff  Gtm 
tavo,  iind  his  father,  should  nuiM  Iklelmunt,  hit 
lady  and  M»ter,  at  this  worttiy  nobleman's. 
Till!  Jiour  of  dioner  arrived, — uid  the  guests 
anived  not  oraro  than  half  an  hour  after  it — 
Where,  however,  wa.4  MeloiontP  "  The  rogut 
is  late,"  said  Sir  Jasper,  "  and  I  am  hungry: 
there  is  no  virtue  b«ttcr  than  punduulily  ofur 

Ho  was  contTDuing  to  hantDgitu,  by  way  of 
filling  oat  the  timr,  and  giving  vtnt  to  a  tktl* 
hungry  impatience,  who)  Lord  and  Lady  Caiv 


ll^, 


1~"  -anuiDHiinein? 

the  guests,  when  in  t 
C«rUngbnm,  appeared  t 
iif  Arthur  Melmoat  al 
tJiam  cniered  Ervira,  at 
•wring  her  may  be  imagj 
must  socount  for  the  soil 
in  the  instance  of  our  h4 
nation.  ^ 

"Why  how  is  this,  thoi 
able  gailiapd?"  said  tfa 
Baronet.  "  Is  this  a  trid 
joke  ?— and  my  dear  Alid 
the  lovely  bride  in  his  an 
litde  ceremony,  and  tha 
inpihei),— »  what,  do  ^ 
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I  had  not  ■  right.  I  thought  the  surprise^ 
'  perhaps  miglit  ouiuie  jruu,  and  it  was  for  that 
'  teaaaa  aioae  1  did  not  ooniniuniMtc  this  ctncum* 
|l  stance  Duoner;  for  I  am,  generally  Gpcaking,  aH 
P  mcuiy  to  ail  surprites  whatever,— in  joke  or  ia 
I  camost.  Bui  to  rvlatc  to  you  how  it  is  that  I 
}  bear  tJiii  style,  it  i»  thu« : — you  are  aware  of  the 
f  (tonuant  claim,  as  1  always  supposed  there  was, 
f     in  my  family,  to  this  title,  llmugli  I  hcsilMcd 

imuch  about  thfi  po>»ibility  of  its  ever  belDg 
radaimod  by  my  branch  of  IL  Aiy  grandfather 
and  father  hod  both  bcvii  deterred  from  claiming 
it, — Uk  fint  bccauM:,  when  lie  was  living,  there 
was  a  relative  of  nn  elder  branch, — the  one  m 
maiiiiag  of  it  vhoee  buaocss  it  was  to  "  claiin.*' 
X'he  distrewes,  however,into  which  this  pemn  fell 
from  diaaolutc  habits,  gambling,  and  hcH^so-mcmg, 
reduced  him  so  much,  thai  he  said,  rather  than 
urge  liis  claim*  lie  would  reuutin  ■■  he  was,  od- 
fbid*r  oJ  •Jtb  an  imuwa  biiwda  I  lwtM«i  «!  " 
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left  him,  which  bore  icstinMiny  of  the  illej^i- 
riDMcy  of  the  perjwi  I  jurt  now  spoke  "of,  and 
consc<)uvntl^  VKtublUhiog  clearly  my  fathei'K 
djun.  'IheM  ducumentx  were,  (bs  all  my  follin-'s 
papers  were,)  in  dte  baod»  of  tfint  scnuiidrel, 
Falder,  who  van  his  agenl,-~n)«uigul  ill  hU 
busJDeaa,— took  odvanlA^  of  his  weakoevs,— 
and  would  have  defraud^  him  and  uiu  of  niuvli 
prupCTly,  and,  in  lime,  of  ihia  vlaini  into  the 
bargain;  but  tlte  >ante  motives  that  acltialed 
Starling  (hit  then  oMtiidential  aecretsry  and 
friciid),  in  preserving  his  vrill  from  destruction, 
slio  niade  him  prewrvc  these  documents.     The 

-tttODMot  t)>«y  caine  to  my  hand,  1  lost  di>  lime 
ui  vindicating  and  aiserting  my  claim ;  I  havr 
been  presented  at  Court  on  having  come  to  the 
title, — and  have  now  presented  myself  and  your 
daughter  before   you  and  Lady  Lentwofth  to 

fffk  juur  bte^ing  on  Uh." 
VOL-  lit.  M 


<*  Av,  ay,  you  wcr«  tlw  wiwr  of  the  two," 
■ud  Sir  Jss)>«>r,  "  as  ladies  mo»t\y  nrc,  and  50U 
are  blessed  too  with  patience, — whidi,  I  rev, 
we  laea  cannot  boBst  mudi  of." 

"  1  am  Eure,"  toid  lire  Count,  "  I  know  one 
hvre  tliat  ta  not  bleswd  with  much  patieoc«, 
and  that  it  my  •up,  <vbu  has  been  counting  the 
houra,  the  niinutvK,  till  he  ihould  oMct  this 
lady,"  looking  at  Elvira. 

"  Ab,  Uit>Q?"iiaid  ihi;  bluirbaroncl,  "come 
then.  Nil  I  am  to  gyvv  thw  bride  away,  let  me 
bercjpvc  him  and  my  daughter  (for  wo  I  shaJ] 
call  her),  my  daughter  Elriru,  my  bkasing " 

Just  at  thin  motneiit,  diniKr  was  announced, 
though  mn  so  tuddraiy,  but  that  Sir  Jasper  led 
Elvira  to  Gustavo  wbo  tmpriuted  a  kiM  un  her 
hand,  while  the  len  owemonious  baronet  saluted 
ber  heartily  on  the  cheek  i  and  now  they  all 
went  down  to  dioiHT,  the  happiest  party  that 
r<  2 
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warmth  of  beftrt  and  4if  tnie  frwndiih'rp,  imtnrtil 
to  litm,  to  fly  and  congraliilatr'  Mdmont,  and 
form  one  of  the  happy  party.  Hr  dtd  not 
lose  time  to  rcalitc  all  he  thus  desired ;  he  wn* 
known  to  iIk-  Cmmt:  and  all  hvtv  delighted  to 
»ee  him,--hia  good-nature  and  Itvelmes*  nonnti* 
tating  him  a  universal  favourite.  The  evening 
now  stole  on,  and  music  and  dancing  Micceedrd, 
in  th«  midst  of  which  appeared  the  Countess 
Vasari  and  her  niece,  iiti  whom  all  eyes  were 
turned  ax  she  entered  the  room,  but  by  none 
more  so  than  by  Raverton.  He  could  Kmrcvly 
believe  his  eyes,  when  he  diicemed  in  the  pcfson 
of  the  lovely  creature  wlio  now  entcrrd  with  her 
aunt,  no  other  thnn  >falvina  herself!  I'o  meet 
her  so  unexpectedly,  when  be  had  but  a  rhnri 
lime  ago  expressed  to  Mclmont,  that  he  con. 
siderod  her  lost  to  him  for  ever, — that  be  shouM 
never  Bce  her  again!  Thus  suddenly  to  be  bloMsd 


OK.  TUB   KBCSas. 


an 


her  part,  been  not  las  liurt  >l  Itis  avi"''^"^ 
neglect  thoD  he  lind  btrn  al  ihv  iika  of  her 
having  forgotlcD  him.  Sho  hat),  during  and 
since  the  period  referred  tu,  I>ecn  alnrni  froni 
Bologna  with  her  aunt  Vasari,  near  Cienoa, 
unit  liad  now  acconpanictl  her,  as  we  have  leen, 
OS, her  way  to  EoglaiuJ. 

The  Count  and  bia  la<ly  perceived  witli  pl<:B- 
sure  oJid  interext  the  wnntion  that  was  stiared 
betwi.-en  Malviaa  and  her  lover,  Thejr  had 
bct-n  already  apprised  by  Meltnont  of  the  alTev- 
lion  tor  their  niece  on  the  part  of  his  fricod — 
they  apiwoved  of  it ;  they  bad  even  reminded 
Malvina  of  the  attcntkius  be  bwt  paid  her 
uhnxul,  and  encouraged  (be  fteniinients  of  nlineb- 
moat  tJie  ap|>eare(l  to  cfaerinb  for  Itaverioii. 
But  nunc  bad  been  ao  much  interested,  aniuiig 
the  spectators  of  the  meeting  alvove  deicribed,  as 
Guttavo  and  Elvira,  who  fully  ayaipatbi>ed  fa 
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-Hiving.  Away  Elvirut  and  Lonl  Cwlmgluu) 
fK-rfurnting  the  »aiue  oRwc  in  Uk  in»lanc«  «f 
MalviiiB. 

Itaveriofi  aiiil  bik  latly  Iwt  do  time  iii  M-ttiiig 
off  for  bill  Rcwly-i)o()uin.-cl  property— a»  tsking 
■likb,  by  ibe  by,  it  sliould  be  ntetitioncd  lb«i 
he  wfl»  aUo  oblig(<d  to  changti  big  name,  wbicb 
be  was  perfectly  williag  to  ilo  o»  m  happy  a 
change,  also,^-or  rslbcr  iropTDvenieitt,— n^f  ci|w 
ciiuiitanoefl,  far  be  wait  not  prcvututtly  wealttiy. 
GunlAvo  and  Kkira  were  all  impatwiwc  to  be 
at  ih«  bifauiiful  Genoese  chAt«au,  and  accord- 
ingly wt  off  ininit.-(liatc1y  for  tb*-  Cotilincnt ;  and 
the  Lcntwurtb  {utrty  prvpantl  to  act  off  fur 
the  lull*  of  Wedilniun'Und.  Tb«  Count  aiid 
Counli-w,  aitd  Lord  and  Lady  Carbn^liwni 
vomplciiiig  tbe  cavalcade.  Tbe  old  family  conch 
(cck-br3t«d  in  the  cnrly  part  of  thi*  liittorf ) 
«gaii)  grouii'd  aud  cruikod,  torrly  oomplaiuing 
N  3 


of  the  hard 
but  such  wafl 
retrace  its  st« 
expression  th 
way  to  Lent*! 
Melmont  (w* 
ham],  it  -wW: 
into  his  estate 
Ihnn  every  c 
congratulatioi 
long  ago,  he  i 
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am  liim  a>  from  a  pntiknce,  thut  lie  »hunneil 
Willi  liorror.  Melmont  could  now  do  liltJe  Hiur 
ttuui  itare  in  tiia  f«ce,and  show  no  *ign  of  rccm^- 
iiitMJii :  Anil  ill  th«  Mnie  way  lie  foU  it  wux  but 
ri^hl  to  meet  the  unbidden  addrnses  of  many 
vihose  friendship  wtw  precisely  measured —not 
by  tlic  atcrlinj;  mcriu  uf  the  nuui,  but  by  thr 
ndvatitaigc«  of  circuuutnim;  that  decked  him  I 
Such  BordidneGS  as  this  sickened  our  hero  lou 
mtKh  to  permit  him  to  look  upon  tliow  hv 
aocu^  of  being  guilty  of  it  with  any  thing 
•bort  of  tlitguet  and  contempt.  Such,  indeed. 
wa«  liis  emtlcmpt,  tlial  even  ifhc  liud  ntxigni'-t.-d 
thow  uuivL-worn]  miacreaiUa,  be  never  wuUi 
Iiavv  ki.-pi  up  any  tcrau  of  oociety  (nut  lo  »i)cali 
of  amity)  wilb  theai— so  it  »a«  better  lo  watvv  all 
Bcquaintiince  witli  tlieui.  As  for  Cymoii,  be  wa* 
(as  all  mean  {leople  are,  when  they  meet  will) 
a  rtibufi'  from  ihcir  supenon  in  statioa  urgrailv), 


.Jj:.i   .i 
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racton  —  drolbL,  odditiee,  bores,  unA  qtihtzes, 
wiih  wltom  he  had  fallen  in  th«tT'  *  Of  Cohii 
■nd  Fleming  he  h««rd  no  mon?;  of  O'CaUaghiMi, 
mciiiiun  iJiall  be  made  Anon — st  prewnt  he 
im|uired  of  ihe  proprielretia  uf  the  house,  nin- 
txmmg  Messrs.  Jochalxxl  Grubbin*  nnd  Holiv 
fernev  Mogg.  and  was  given  to  know,  that 
the  gcnilcniaii  ivlioai  wc  ilcaignatn)  by  ihv  >nnn- 
<-c(it  nickiMuiK.-  of  tlw  "  Red  Dwarf,"  (for  brc' 
vitTS  sake),  had  closed  s  Ifcaty  of  union  for 
life  with  a  lady  of  tlte  party,  for  whom,  wf 
may  remviubcr  hit  exhibiting  Mindry  MymploDu 
of  int4fvM,  Tliia  lady,  whom  vc  look  from 
licT  "  Ktyle"  aiid  vccmtrivity  for  a  cracked 
g;ovcm«atr  <"**  )M!rha|>»  cracked  inden),  hut 
turned  out  not  to  be  a  govemcs*,  but  the  widow 
of  an  old  *  counxfllor,'  wUmc  dv«th  the  was  raid 
to  hoTtf  BTuJeratcd,  by  plaguinf;  l>im  tnoiT  than 
all  ih?  cauM«  hv  had  ever  wrangled  io.     ^Vr 
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reply  «s  An  acceptance,  and  led  her  fonhwith  lu 
the  altar,  bcppy  to  find  be  luui  not  muvoci' 
Mriieci  twr. ....  Bui  whal  wrctclxKl  shadow  of  a 
mail  »  tliat  whidi  wakiM  bcroiv  u«,  in  *  dunnou 
vik '  confined !  Yonder  figure  wc  muiui,  wilh  the 
high  cuilarH  drawn  up  to  tliu  prDJt:i:ting  choek- 
bune,  and  biding  diixk:i  hollow  with  unxivty. 
and  lean  from  the  *wear  and  tear*  of  di*np- 
potntcd  hapeaod  'jJiDrlcouiinoiM'  forMtne  tinte 
hack  ?  Can  it  be— tluu  uu  are  tron^pliuiu-d  wilhia 
walk  of  a  delitor'n  gaol!  and  tl>e  wight  Itcfurv 
u>— i*  it  llie  redoubled  O'Callagban  ?  . . .  Ahu  I 
it  ia  too  true  I  Echo  resounde  "  O'Callaghau!  " 
How  Dome*  it  be  it  here  p  —the  cbaractia'  of 
tile  place  antwcring,  if  Echo  doth  not !  The 
faniuus  Iri«h  echo  would,  peHuips,  auswiT,  "  the 
ImiliSs  brought  hint  hitlter  for  hiclc  of  liaviog  h'tt> 
UUa  boiwured  l"  U'Callogluui,  in  fact,  hud  paid 
nther  dearly    for   tucurring   ex{icn3e>  he   win 
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Iiiadcpnrliirefmni  CMlcnhntn, finding  lio»  |»oor 
O'f-'alUglian  wra*  dituated,  after  IiaTing  smwiwd 
himwlf  and  hh  lady  at  thecxp<:n>eof  ihe  lucklett 
TIiI>ernian,  forgot  Uw  imiH-rtincnce  of  ihc  man  in 
challenging  hira,  and  gi-nt-rously  wvat  uitd  willwl 
the  accwini  for  which  the  poor  tyke  was  then  con- 
fined. H*  rmle  over  to  Gloucester,  and  sawPoddy 
liberated  froni  tlie  durance  vile  in  whkh  be  wiu. 
lodged  at  that  placCt  M  the  fn-'diioitiilde  cnunty 
reanrt  for  f^nlletncD  whose  liberality  of  spevula- 
tion  ha*  not  !««)  m  prudently  mcaetired  by  tJie 
cngtb  of  their  purses  an  it  ought  to  have  t>cen. 
Poor  O'Catlaglian  bkiidtcd  up  to  the  eye«  ot  bdng 
Iwlioldeii  to  a  pcrwn  ogaifiKt  wlMim  be  had  been 
inclined  to  harbour,  very  ridiciiluudy.  jealousy 
and  dudgeon.  Hi*  cheeks burnisl  enough  (owt 
his  high  <^»llant  on  fire,  and  Hingo  tltem  lo  tinder. 
IIi>irever,  llliit  cnnlfagraliun  did  not  {nvdsely 
lake  place;  and  in  lieu  of  it,  the  sparfi  ofgniti- 
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chslimgc  him,  and  sd  himself  tip  as  ht«  Mulof^ ' 
nirti  (ihe  thouglit  of  which  our  hero,  dt*rrr«IIy, 
ridicalni,)  but  in  endcttvouring  tn  pemitide  tiw 
Hibernian,  when  he  relieved  bim,  tbnt  it  iros 
on  biniwir,  and  not  on  0*CaUa^han,  thai  iho 
obKgntian  was  oonferml !  So  miivh  it  imirm] 
due  tc»  Kbitc  cuncmiing  th?  choracttTi  which 
hay*  fif^mtl  in  thv  htinmurs  of  thi;  "  IlweM."— 
With  ri-«)>«:t  lu  those  that  figure  in  tlic  loftier 
puts  of  the  drama,— the  priestly  Tartuffe,  Lanzi, 
—or  the  daring  swindler,  La  ^fnrre, — the  well 
rewarded  virtue  of  Elvira, — the  dignilted  and 
vxL-ellont, — the  well  Tccomprnscil  airflcring  of 
Gti»uv»— in  all  these  instances  we  are  happy 
to  see  tliat  the  gn»d  are  rewarded  and  the  t>nd 
punished!  Thb,  however,  is  not  always  the 
caae, — as  in  the  instance  of  [locir  Harvey,  and  his 
aelflsh  unnatural  fntlier,  thnuj^h  he,(ifthepl«y  on 
the  word  nay  be  excused,)  wa>  & 
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nature,  has  oFteD  given  way  to  deBpondenot:  and 
iKwoM  of  mind, — in  conutlering  eviU  and  bhoekii 
■if  fi-eliiig!> »»  '  iTTvn^^■^]iai*\v,'  mou  prolMtbly  fnmi 
fxrcjudice,  as  niudi  sh  luiy  real  feeling  of  tlie 
dklala  of  naturv.    Mow  common  is  the  niaxim, 
for  instance,   ilial   if  a  taan*s  faitJi  has  bcva 
pledged  lo  one  vromnn,  and  slw  dies  tliat  he  ts 
ncnrcdy  ju»li(!ablv  in  mldrn«ing  his  oficctioita  to 
anoiiicr, — but  lliis  doctrine  l»t  been  combated, 
ami  the  dissent  justt tied  in  the  proper  dincriiaiiu^ 
tioD  of  feeling  which  led  Gustavo  lo  lore  KInra, 
— though   he  still  remcinbcnsJ  Foniarinal  and 
again,  in  ibc  insiance  of  UarrrioD,  who  wouJd 
have  bc<ii  unreasonable  had  lie  not  loved  Alal- 
vina,  because  he  had  admired  and  loved  Llesnor 
previously  I    This circuiDslanor  will  be  mncni- 
bcrcd  in  the  account  of  his  Ufc  given  toMelmoat, 
(we  can't  help  still  callit^  hani  so,)  aiDce  tbdr 
college  days.    Un  the  occasion  of  that  neetji^  it 


aiMlher  cliaracter,)  of  a  1 

tatioii  of  whicli  he  had 

man's  commendation  ol 

denied  Ihw  his  vote,  is 

the  value  of  a  man's  pra 

fact,  respected   the   othi 

purse  was,  at  that  time. 

From  this  person  "  his  k 

letter  of  congratulation 

dignity,  which   raised  hii 

—adding  (of  course  now 

liad  tliis  elevation  not  tal 

the  liorougli  would  certai 

disposal  of  his   lordship, 

addition,    viz.,    hoping    * 
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oongTstulatory, — for  be  liad  diwoi-ertd  that  a< 
certxio  property  of  which  he  was  tenant,  was 
now  thnt  of  Lord  CarlingKam  !  To  past  from 
this  specimen  of  rural  disinttrcstednras,  we  have 
noliiing  to  tuid  tu  tlie  in«ntion  of  the  charac*vn 
of  thtf  forepoinft  pages ;  except  lo  obierve,  en 
pauont,  that  Ftcuret  had  been  onxiouii  to  follow 
lh(-  f^<od  example  of  hia  master,  and  take  a  wife 
to  liinifdf  uIno;  and  had  fixed  his  eyes,  wilk 
that  view,  on  the  pretty  "genius  of  bonbtiu," 
as  MeliDoat  had  oDce  called  her,  Fanchette. 
The  wedding  took  ploec  with  due  approbation 
(HI  the  pttTt  of  his  mn&tcr,  who  told  the  varlet  be 
kiKw  where  to  look  for  a  pretty  partner,  and 
hoped  he  had  found  a  good  one.  "  I  can  an- 
awer,"  he  added,  "  for  her  di»cretifln,*  at  which 
pieoi>  of  praise  Faiuhette  bituhed, — tlie  ptMue 
vaaaomcwhat  e<)ui\'uca],  but  Fleuret  put  on  it 
tile  betit  conatructiuo,  though  tlie  pour  Scapiii 
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The  faithful  domestic,  fttraogc  cbArtcter  as  hr 
was,  stmrvd  ihvrcfam  juMly  his  ia«Ht«r'A  esieem 
aiid  coiifidciici*.     "  I'eryr,  pergt,  nuUa  mora-'— 
Tighten  lliat  slmji,  Bicliard,  where  are  your  wits 
eh  ?  gone  wcHtt  gatlivring?  M-t  that  trunk  straiglil, 
William, — why,  yc  hclplcw  wuin  of  i^rth,  I  cui 
do  more  tliui)  nil  of  you  put  together,  you  idle 
ktiavtrs  you !"  Witli  »udi  cxprcMJons,  interlarded 
as  u«ial  ivilti  lags  of  Latin,  (which  gsvi-  ihuM' 
incrudite  bumpkin*  no  uiull  nutiuti  of  hia  catuw- 
qm-fici-,)  did  Rv»tiiiny  iucittf  them  to  forward  the 
arraitgement  of  ihv  bnggagc,  and  make  ihv  iKci:»- 
•ary  travelling  prqiarations  for  the  expedition. 
Aa  we  have  already    wiloeMed  his  '*  lord  and 
Udy's"  departure,  wc  shall  say  uothing  more 
of  this — or  of  hint. 

And  DOW  to  return  to  the  Lmtworth*.  LiuEe 
Agues  was  talcen  with  them  to  the  north,  in  tki- 
same  britchka  mentioned  iu  our  fir»t  rolumc,  in 
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kncir  no  retreat  more  pleasant  than  the  one 
thev  had  just  left.  *'  Especially,"  he  added, 
to  U'ile  away  that  period  of  relaxation  and 
quiet,  —  parliamentary  or  social, — synonymcniii 
with  the  words,  '  Out  of  Town ;  or,  the  Recess/  " 
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